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ADVERTISEMENT. 



THE conclusion of the first general divi- 
sion of this work J naturally invites a 
pause^ and a review of what has been ac- 
complished. In tracing the progress and 
the decline of so many nations^ and once 
}>owerful empires^ that now exist only in the 
page of history^ it is impossible not to in- 
^ dulge in a variety of reflections^ e(|ually in- 

^ teresting to the moralist^ the philosopher 

j» and the politidan. like the fate of indivi- 

, duals^ some of the nations that have fallen 

> under nodce^ have had a shorty some a mo- 

• T derate, and some a protracted existence. 

[ ![][ Their fortunes too have been as different as 

v^ their duration : a few have filled the world 

with the fame of their exploits, others have 
walked in a middle path, or acted a subor- 
dinate part, while a vast proportion are re- 
membered by little more than their names. 
All, however, whether long or short their 
destiny, whether biilliant or ignoble their 
^ career, have at last been resolved into their 

r original principles, or absorbed in the gene;-* 

^. TsX mass of bemff, under new titles^ distinc* 

tipns^ and modifications. 



VUl ADVERTISEMENT, 

The Assyrians^ the Babylonians^ the 
Egyptians^ the ancient Persians^ and the 
Macedonians^ either successively held the 
sceptre of empire, or were distinguished 
from the other nations of the earth, by the 
splendors of conquest, or. the refinements of 
civilization. Sometimes, like counter-cur* 
rents in the ocean, two or more nations 
have been engaged in conflict for superiori- 
ty ; sometimes one has carried all before it, 
and stood unrivalled and aloae : the tidci 
of empire^ indeed,, has ebbed and flowed 
with irregul®' forqe, occasionally over- 
whelming whole regions, while it has de^ 
serted otners ; but the preceding wave ,of 
power, Ip^owever formidable, has ali?jrajr» 
beeq swallowed up by a succeeding one still 
greater ; and a few vestiges of ancient na- 
tions, whicli time has not been able to ef- 
face, alone convey to the evidence of our 
senses, a confirmation of what the pen of 
history has handed down to us concerning 
their fortunes. 

Greece and Rome, with all their glory in 
arts and in arriis, could not withstand the 
combined effects of years and natural 
causes; and posterity will unquestionjably 
have occasion to make similar remarks, in 
regard to kingdoms and states which dre' 
now flourishing in' full vigour, and chal- 
lenging the admiration of the world. 

Of all the people of antiquity, perhaps, 
the Jews preserve their original language . 
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tnd institutions in the greatest purity^ 
though they have long ceased to have a lo- 
cal habitation ^ and from their unerring re-* 
cords, we have derived the most valuable 
information respecting contiguous and con-* 
temporary nations; yet> m addition to 
whatever has been left us, both by sacred 
and profane historians, whose works have 
been accessible to our predecessors, we have 
endeavoured to obtain new H^hts from the 
stores of Oriental and Egyptian literature^ 
which modern diligence and research have 
happily developed. It should be observed^ 
however, that the Hindoos, not only re- 
maining ah unmixed nation, but also re- 
taining most of their pristine usages, and 
V riiou^h frequently subjugated, still occupy- 
ing the country that first produced them^ 
it was judged expedient to give a connected 
history of India, from the earliest existing; 
records to the present time. The intelligent 
ireader, indeea, will perceive, that on a va- 
riety of occasions we have already had re- 
course to its literary monuments, but these 
will be more particularly unfolded in some 
of the subsequent volumes* 

The lines between Ancifent and Modern 
History, like those which separate the diffe-* 
rent classes of animated and vegetable na- 
ture, are often undefined and obscure ; but 
provided no portion of our design is neglect- 
ed, it matters little under what head it is 
placed. Yet it may not be amiss to remark^ 



Ihat we bavt carried on the history of eVety 
cKstinct nation till its power and kd name 
were laerged iii another^ or tiH some extras 
ordinary revolution took place^ wliich alter-^ 
ed itj original constitution^ and oblkfierated 
Jtil native character. For in^tasice^ the hi»^ 
itfriefiof Greiece^ of Carthage^ £ind of Egypt> 
are detailed till they became provinces to wu 
conquering Rome ; and^ on the other band^ 
Ihcl Homan affairs are continued not only to 
fte termination of the WssTBieiN Empire^ 
which forms a freqoent but imperfect con* 
dusion^ but to the extinction of the East-^ 
BBN Empire by the Turks. 

Tlie Cnristian «ra^ indeed^ which chr<v 
Bologers generally use as the boundary be-j 
tween ancient and modem times^ can never 
be adopted by the historian without mani^. 
fest confiision. It is always reauisite to 
come to «ome precise and well-maiiked 
epoch in the history of each particular na^ 
tion^ that the mind may repose on it with 
satisfaction^ and the judgment review it 
with distinctness. Hiiswe mention rather 
-tia explain what we consider to be our legiti-^' 
mate province^ than to obviate apparent oIk 
jections. 

Hkherto our succe^ has been most flati 
tering ^ but instead of presuming on public 
favour for what we have already performed^ 
we feel ourselves only stimulated to new ex- 
ertions^ that we may confirm tlie partiality 
we have ^ined. New prospects open ten 



our view^ and new facQitiea of execution 
present themselves^ as \^e approach the pen- 
ned of authentic narration. The mists 
which obscure transactions long past^ and the 
fabulous traditions in which they are involv-* 
ed, will perplex our path no more^ or only 
in a smaller degree ; and though it is usual 
for prejudice to warp the native historian^ as 
genei'al reviewers and recorders of humaa 
affairs^ we hope to steer free frcun its bane>- 
iiil influence. In order to accomplish this 
the more effectually^ we mean to postpone 
the accounts of France and Great Britain to 
a distant part of our work. Recent events, 
in which men are either a^nts or sufferers, 
are apt to dazzle and confound ; but when 
time nas blunted the edge o( feeling, and 
the judgment has corrected the illusions of 
the brain, and the errors of the heart, it is 
less difficult to think and write with impar* 
tiality, and to find the public ready to listen 
to the decisions of truth. Farther, we do 
not feel it necessary to pledge ourselves t» 
any specific arrangement ; except that our 
concluding volume is intended to be wholly 
devoted to various chronological and bio- 
graphical tables, essentially requisite for the 
lUustration of the subject of our undertak- 
ing, and to the construction of a copious 
aiid luminoys iiiide:^. 



MODERN HISTORY. 

CHAPTER h 

THE ARABS. 

TTTE are now entering upon a new and more 
^^ interesting period of histoiy, in Which the 
aspect of the universe is changed. The aspiring 
genius of the Arabian Prophet grasped at univer- 
sal empire : and the standard of this enthusiastic 
conquercH*} and the banners of his successors, the 
Arabs, became powerful, and extended their do- 
minion in Asia, Africa, and even into Europe. 

THE LIFE OF MOHAMMED. 

The character of no person, celebrated in his* 
tory^^ has been contemplated in more different 
lights than that of Mohammed, the legislator of 
the Arabs. By some writers, he has been repre- 
sented as an ignorant impostor, and a man of 
the most dissolute morals. Others have not 
scrupled to pronounce him one of the most emi- 
nent legislators that ever appelated in the world. 
While, however, we admit that Mohammed had 
great talents, we must acknowledge, that, as in 
in other men, a mixture of good and bad quali- 
ties was conspicuous in his character. 

According to eastern writers, Mohammed de- 
scended in a direct line from Ishmael, the son of 
Abraham, but by more modem historians this 
&ct has been doubted : if, however, the first 
steps of the pedigree be obscure, it is certain, he 

Vol. X. B 



2 THE LIP£ OF MOHAMMED. 

could refer to many generations of pure jand 
genuine nobility* He sprung from the tribe of 
Koreish, and the femily of Hashem, the most 
illustrious of the Arabs, the princes of Meccly 
and the hereditary guardians of the Caaba* 
The grand&ther of Mohammed was Abdol Mo- 
talleb, the son of Hashem, a wealthy and gene- 
rous citizen, who relieved the distresses of famine, 
with the supplies of commerce. Mecca, which, 
had been fed by the liberality of the feither, was 
saved by the courage of the son. The kingdom 
of Yemen was subject to the Christian princes of 
Abyssinia ; their vassal Abrahah was provoked 
by an insult, to avenge the honour of the cross, 
and the holy city was invested by a train of ele- 
phants and an army of Africans. A treaty was 
Eroposed ; and in the fii^t audience the grand- 
ither of Mohammed demanded the I'estitution 
of his cattle. " And why,*' said Abraliah, " do 
you not rather implore my clemency In favour 
of your temple, which I have threatened to de- 
stroy ?'^ " Because," replied the hero, " the cattle 
is .my own> the Caaba belongs to the gods, and 
ihqf wiU defend their house from injury and sa- 
crilege." The Abyssioians were compelled to 
make a disgraceful retreat, md tl>e deliverance 
of Mecca was long commenK>rated by the asra 
of the depbant. The glory of Abdol Motalleb 
was crowned with domestic happiness, and he 
became the father of six (kughters and thirteen 
sons. His best beloved son Abdallah, the most 
beautiful of the Arabian youth, married Amina ; 
jy fmm these sprung Mohammed, who was 
/^„ * bom at Mecca, two months after the de- 
/ feat of the Abyssinians. In his early 
infancy, he was deprived of his father^ mother, 
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nod giand&ther ; his uncles were stro&g and 
numerous, and in the di^sion of the inheritance 
I the orphan's sh^re was reduced to five c«niel% 

I and ah Ethiopian tnaid-servant. Abu Taleb, 

the most respectable of his uncles, Was the guide 
I and guardian of his youth ; in h!s twenty-fifth 

I year he married Cadijah, a rich and noble wi- 

i dow of Mecca. By this alliance the son of Ab^ 

} dallah was restored to the station of his ances- 

f tors, and in the fortieth year of his age, he 

I assumed the title of a prophet, and proclaimed 

I the religion of the Koran. 

[ Mohammed was distinguished for the beauty ** 

of his person : before he spoke, the orator, by 
his personal accomplishments, engaged on his 
side the affections of his audience^ They ap* 
plauded his commanding presence, his majestic 
aspect, his piercing eye, his gracious smile, his 
flowing beard, his Countenance, lliat painted 
every sensation of his soul, and his gestures that * 
enforced each expression of the tongue. In the 
familiar offices of Hfe, he sctupulbu6ly adhered 
to the grave and ceremonious politeness of his 
country ; his attention to the rich w^s dignified 
by hiscondescensibn to the poorest citizens of 
Mecca : the frankness of his manner concealed 
the artifice of his views ; and the habits of cour- 
tesy were imputed t6 personal fHendship, or 
universal benevolence. His meihory was reten- 
tive, his wit easy; his imagination sublime, his 
judgment clear and decisive. He po^i^sed the 
courage both of thought and action ; and the first 
idea which he entertained of his divine ml^^on 
bears the stanip of an origin^ ^ild superior ge- 
nius. But, with all the powers of eloquence, Mo^ 
hammed was an illiterate barbarian i his youth 
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had never bei^n instructed in the arts of reading 
and writing. The common ignorance, however, 
exempted him from shame or reproach ; but h^ 
was deprived of those faithful mirrors, which re- 
flect to our mind the n^inds of sages and heroes : 
yet the book of nature and of man was open to 
his view. In his youth he had made two joumies 
to the &irs of Bostra and Damascus : in these 
excursions the eye of genius might discern some 
objects invisible to his grosser companions; 
some seeds of knowledge might be cast upon a 
fruitful soil : but his prospect does not appear 
to have extended beyond the limits of the Ara- 
bian world. From every region of that solitary 
country, the pilgrims at Mecca were annually 
assembled, by the calls of devotion and com- 
merce : in the free intercourse of multitudes, a 
simple citizen, in his native tongue, might study 
the political state and character of the tribeS| 
the theory and practice of the Jews and Chris- 
tians. Conversation enriches the understanding, 
but solitude is the school of genius ; and the 
umformity of a work denotes the hand of a 
single artist. From his earliest youth, Moham- 
med was addicted to religious contemplation : 
^acb year during the month Ramadan, he with- 
drew from the worid, and from the arms of Ca- 
dijah ; and in the cave of Hera, three miles 
irom Mecca, he laid the plans of his future 
conduct. 

Mohammed, pretending that his grand article 
of faith, the unity of the divine nature, was 
violated by the rest of the world, by Christians 
and Jews, as well as by professed idolaters, 
resolved to make an attempt to rescue die world 
bom the ignorance and superstition in which it 
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-wv^. intDtred. As ^ preyious (tep, he tfaoo^ht 
it nec^ssat^ . to conven his household. H&ting, 
Qiereforey retired with his fiimil^r to a cai4 ill 
Mount Hera, he dpened the secret of his mis^ 
aon to his wife, and acquainted her, that the 
ioigel Gabriel had jmt appeared to him, and 
told him,, that he was appointed die apostle of 
God. 

Our pri^het was about forty years of agfe 
when he began to set up for a refonner, which 
is usually called the year of hift mission. He 
^oon made proselytes of those under his own 
ipo^ vxid then he applied himself with equal 
success to hia uncle Abu Beer, a man of very 
^ndderahle authority, and whose mterest was 
of great service to hun.^ 

Abu. Beer, ,by his example and influence, 
gained Mohammed a conuderable number of 
proselytes ; on which account the prophet gave 
kim:the surname of Al Seddik, signifying the 
faithful witness^ For the space of three years, 
during which term he pretended to have re- 
ceived frequent revelations, the apostle only in- 
Btmdted lus votaries in private ; being under 
some apprehensions of the resentment of the 
Koreish ; the bulk of which tribe did by no 
means favour hb undertaking. However, AbU 
Beer perusted in his fidelity, and, having £arm^ 
ed a sufficient party to support him, Mohamme^ 
inade his mission no longer a secret, but declared 
that God had o(Hipnan£d him to admonish his 
near relations. To do this with mor6 conve- 
^ pcjg, and a better prospect of success, he di- 
rected Ali, hiscouidn, whom, fit>m his infancy, 
iu& h^ taken imder his protection, to prepare sof 
^tepr^oment, apid invite the son^ and descent 
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dants of Abd'al Motalkb ; intending theii t# 
open his mind to them. At a second invitationf 
Mohammed made the following speech :— >^ I 
know no man among the Arabs who can pro* 
pode to his relations any thing more excellent 
than what I now do to you : in the name of 
God, I offer you felicity.for this world, and for 
that which is to come." All of them b^sitatiogi 
All arose, and vehemently exclaimed, ^ O pro- 
phet of God, I will be thy servant, and destroy 
those who dare to oppose thee." Upon this do-* 
claration Mohammed embraced Ah, and com»^ 
manded the persons present to obey him, as hift 
deputy, and as one whom he appointed his suc« 
cessor. From this time Mohammed began to> 
preach in public to the people ; some of whom 
heard him with patience, but the majority be- 
came his avowed enemies, which led his undc^. 
to endeavour to dissuade him from iiis i^tiject :: 
but Mohammed was not to be intimidated ; he 
declared, that if the sun was set against him oa. 
his right hand, and the moon on his left, he* 
would not leave off" his enterpriae. He continu* 
ed to discharge his apostolic functions with the 
greatest assiduity, which drew upon him and 
his followers the persecution of the Koreish 
tribe, who entered into a written covenant against: 
them ; so that it was no longer safe for them to 
remain at Mecca* They fled by night into> 
Ethiopia, to the number of about one hundsed 
persons, besides children. By the king of tfaat 
country they were protected, which so incensed.^ 
the Koreish, that they resolved, if possible, to . 
exterminate the new religion* which seemed to 
be making progress among the Arabs. Moham** 
med himself found protection with his uncle at 
Mecca, though he was often assailed, by the 
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«K>slirk>lesit attacks. In the tenth year of his 
inisuon, Mohammed told Abu Taleb that God 
Had manifestly she\m his disapprobation of the 
covensuH entered into by the Koreish, by sending 
a worm to eat out every word of the instrument^ 
except the name of God. Of this accident he 
had probably received some private notice, for 
Abu Taleb went immediately to the Koreish, 
and, having acquainted them with it, offered, if 
it proved false, to deliver his nephew up to 
^bem ; but, in case it were true, he stipulated, 
tet they should lay aside their animosity. The 
writing was examined, Mohammed's pretensions 
as a ptiophet Were recognized, and the league de- 
clared void. 

Soon aftei* this memorable event Mohammed 
lost his uncle, and in less than a month after the 
death of this his great benefactor and patron^ 
his wife Cadijah died, in the sixty-fifth year of 
her age. Two such unfortunate events could 
not but prove extremely prejudicial to the pro- 
phet's affairs. For which reason, this year is 
exiled by the Mohammedans the year of mourn- 
ing. The Koreish again began to harass the 
jWDphet and his friends, so that he was obliged 
to sedt shelter at Taef, about si;xty miles east of 
Mecca, where he was, for a while, kindly enters 
tsaned ; but, at length, the lower cmlers of the 
people rose against him, and obliged him to se? 
tiim to Mecca. , 

This repulse greatly discouraged the i^ew con- 
verts, but tlie prophet continued to preach bold- , 
ly attke public assemblies of the pilgrims, w^o. 
resoKed to Mecca, against idolatry, though, by 
so doing, he exposed his life to daiiger. A con- . 
^raey was formed against him, which was re- 
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vcalcd by a spy, and flight was the ooXy i^o^sQurce 
of MohamnXed. At d^ of night, accpmpalu- 
od by his friend Ahu Beer, he escaped from JiU 
house :. the assassin^ watched at die door, but 
il'ere deceived by the figure of All.; Three daya 
they were concealed in a cave about a l^gue 
from Mecca, and were . supplied secretly with 
food* The Koreish explored every haiint about 
the city ;, they even arrived at the entrance of 
the cavern ; but the deceit of a spider's web^ 
a^d peon's neat, led them to believe the placQ^^ 
was soUtary and inviolate. " We are only two>'*. 
said the. trembling Abu Beer. ^ There is a 
third," replied the prophet, << it is God himself*'* 
No sooner was the pursuit abated, than the two 
fiogitives issued from the rock, mounted their ca- 
mels, and made their retreat to Medina. The 
J. ^ flight of the prophet from JVIecca to Me-> 
^2%; ^^^ ^^ fix^ the memot^ble aera of the 
* Hegira, which, after the lapse of twelve 
centuries, still discnminaces the lunar years, of. 
the Mohahunedan natlcHis. . . .^ 

'. The .religion of the Koran might have peciah- 
ed inits cradle, had not Medina embraced with 
^ith and reverence the holy outcasts of Mecca^^ 
Sonu^^ the noblest citizens of Medina had^ in 
^, pilgrimage to the Caaba, been .converted by 
ti^e preaching of Mohammed, dnd, on their, ref 
tucn, had diligently diffused the belief of God 
and his prophet : a new alliance was. ratified by 
their def^itiesi in^wo secret and nocturnal inter* 
view^y.on a hill in the auburbs.of Mecca. Se^- 
venty-three men and two women of Medina 
held'a solemn conference with Mbhammedjf and 
l^iedged themselves to each other by a mutual^ 
oatJi'^f fid^ityt j They promised to neoeiye hi^i , 
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as a confederate, to obey bim as a leader, and 
defend him as they would their wives and chil* 
dren. " But," said they, ** if you are recalled " 
to your country, will you not abandon us ?" 
"All things," replied the prophet, "are now 
common between .us ; your blood is as my 
blood ; your ruin as mine : I am your friend, 
and the enemy of your foes." " But, if we are 
killed in your service, what will be our reward ?" 
« Paradise," replied Mohammed. " Stretch 
forth tfiy hand." He stretched it out,, and they 
reiterated the oath of allegiance and fidelity. 
Their treaty was ratified by the people, who 
unanimously embraced the profession of Islam ; 
they rejoiced in the exile of the apostle, but they 
trembled for his safety, and impatiently waited 
his arrival. Sixteen days after his flight fix>m 
Mecca, he arrived at Medina, and made a pub« 
Uc and splendid entrance into the city. Molutm* 
med was mounted on a camel, an umbrella 
shaded his head, and a tuiban was unfiirled be- 
fore him as a standard. 

From his establishment at Medina, Moham* 
med assumed the exercise of the regal and sa- 
cerdotal office ; and it was deemed impious to ap* 
peal from a judge whose decrees were kispired 
by divine wisdom. A small portion of groundr 
the patrimony of two orphans, was obtained by 
gifi: or purchase : on that chosen spot he built 
an house and a mosque, more venend>le than 
the temples and palaces of the Assyrian caliphs. 
His seal of gold was inscribed with the aposto- 
lic title : when he prayed and preached in the 
wed^ly assembly, he leaned against a trunk o€ 
a palm-tree ; and it was long before he indulged 
hnnself in the use of a chair or pulpit of rougb . 
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timber. Aftera re^ df six years, fifteen hun* 
dred Mossulmoi, in arms and in the field, renew- 
ed tiieir oath c^ allegiance ; and, in return, their 
chief psdmised the assurance of his protection* 
It. was in the same camp that the deputy of 
Mecca was astonished by the attention of the 
fidtiifiil to the words and looks of the prc^het. 
*♦ I have seen," said he, " the Cbosroes of Persia, 
dnd the Caesars of Rome, but never did I behold 
a king among his subjects, like Mohammed^ 
axBongins .compamons/' The devout fervour 
of '^nSuistasm acts with more energy and truth 
than the cM servility of courts* 
' Mohammed, in the exercise of his mission^ 
had been despoiled and banished by the injus^ 
tice of his countryman. The choice of an in-r 
dependent people had exalted the fugitive of 
Mecca to the rank of a sovereign, and he was 
invested with the prerc^tive of forming alii* 
ancesand making war* The means of persuan 
sion had been tried, the season of £:>rbearance 
was elapsed ; the prophet assumed a fieccer and 
wave sanguinary tone* He declared that he 
¥m now enjoined to propagate his religion by 
the sword, to destroy the monuments of idola*? 
tky, a^ to pursue the unbelieving nations of the 
earth* The xiptiea. of friendship, or submission, 
or battle, was pr(^)osed to the enemies of Mo* 
hammed* If they professed the creed of Islam, 
they wem admitted to all the temporal and spi«- 
ritiial hen<£ta of. his primitive disdples, and 
matched luiderthe same banner, to extend, the 
reBgion wluch they- had embraced* In the first 
xBohths of his«eiga, he practised the lessons of 
faOfly warfare, and displayed his white banner 
bttfore the ga^.of Medina. He fought in per«% 
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floii at nine battles, tmd fiftf entei^riaes of wir 
were acliieyed m ten fears, bf himself aDd of&i 
cers. The distribution of the spoil was regu^r 
lated by a divine law ; the whole was fiuth^3r^ 
eoUected in one mass : a &^ of the gold and 
siWer, the prisoners and ofettk, the moveabies 
and imtnoveables, was reserved by the prophot 
Ibr pious and charifiptble uses ; the remainder 
was shared in adequate portions, by the soldiem 
who had obtained the victory : the rewanis ofi 
the slain devolved to their widows and orpham ^ 
and the increase of cavalry was encooiaged bf) 
the allotment of a double share to the horae and 
the m&R* From all sides, the roving Arabs were 
allured to the standard of religion and plunder ;: 
the apostles sanctified the license of embracing, 
the femjale captives as their wives, or coocu*; 
bines ; and the enjoyment of wealth and beauty! 
was a feeble type of the joys of paradise prepai 
red for the valiant martyrs of :the &ith* ^^.Thcr 
sword," says Mohammed, '^ is the key of heart 
ven and of hell : a drc^ of blood shed in tfao( 
cause of God, anight spent in arms, is4)f moam 
avail than two months of &sting and prayer :' 
whosoever &]ls in battle, his sins aoe fcrgiven p 
at the day of judgment his wounds sMl be 
resplendent as vemiilioii, and odoriferous wb 
musk ; and the loss of his fimbs shall , be wtp*i 
plied by the wings of angels and chenifaims*'^ 
The intrepid souls of the Arabs were fired with; 
entiiusiasm ; the picture of the invisible woridi 
was strongly painted on their imaginations; andr 
^e death which they had always despbed, now. 
liecame an object of hope and desire* The firsts 
Companions of Mohammed advanced to batHe. 
with a fearless confidence ; they believed in thei 
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doctrine of absolute predestination ; where there 
is no chance, there can be no danger ; they were 
safe and invulnerable amidst the darts of the 
enemy. 

The sacred baB(| of Mohammed consisted <^ 
three hundred and thirteen ; of whom seventy- 
seven were fugitives, and the rest auxiliaries : 
they mounted by turns a tcdn of seventy camels^ 
for such was the poverty of his first disciplesy 
that only two could appear on horseback in the 
field* In the famous vale of Beder, three sta* 
tions from Medina, he was informed by his 
scouts, of the caravan that approached on one 
side, and of a troop of Koreish, nearly a thou- 
sand strong, on the other. After a short de- 
bate, he sacrificed the prospect of wealth to the 
pursuit of glory and revenge. A dight en- 
trenchment was formed to cover his troc^s, and 
a stream of fre^ and lim{»d water glided tibe 
Talley. '^ O God i" he exclaimed, as the Ko- 
reidi descended from the hills, if these are de-- 
atroyed, by whom wilt thou be worshij^d on 
eardi ?---Courage, my children, close your ranks,' 
(fischarge your arrows, and the day is your 
own." At these words he placed himself with 
Abu Beer on a throne or pulpit, and demanded' 
the succour of Gabriel and three thousand an- 
gels. His eye was fixed on the field of battle, 
the Mussulmen fainted, and were pressed : in 
that decisive moment the prophet started from 
the throne, mounted his horse, and cast a hand- 
ful of sand into the air, crying out, ^^ let their' 
£ices be covered with confusion." Both armies* 
heaid the thunder of his voice ; their fancy be- 
held /the angelic warriors: the Koreish trem- 
bled and fied ; seventy of the bravest were slain, 
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«hd flci^ntf captives adorned the first victory of 
tile faithfuK The rich caravan of Abu Sophian 
was overtaken by the Mitssulmen, plundered, 
and the spoil divided. Public and private re- 
sentment for the loss stimulated Abu Sophian 
to collect a body of three thousand men ; his 
wife Henda, with fifteen matrdns from Mecca, 
incessantly sounded tlieir timbrels to animate 
their troops, and to magnify the greatness of 
Hobal, the most popular deity of the Caaba. 
The standard of Mohammed was upheld by 
nine hundred and fifty believers. The second 
ba(!de was ibught six miles north of Medina : 
the Koreish advanced in the form of a crescent. 
The tFOops of Mohammed were skilfully posted 
on the declivity of a hill ; their rear watf guard- 
ed by a detachment of fifty archers. Disorder 
and disobedience invaded the ranks of the Mus- 
stiftmen ; while the intrepid general of the ido*" 
lailets wounded the prophet, and exclaimed that 
Mohammed was slain ! But, in the midst of tu- 
molt Mid dismay, he lived to reproach the infi-' 
dels with the intended murder of a prophet, and' 
blessed the friendly hand that staunched his 
blood, and conveyed him to a place of safety. 
Seventy martyrs died for the sins of the people \. * 
they fieH^ said the apostle, in pairs, each brother 
effibracing his lifeless companion : their bodies 
were mangled by the inhuman females of Mecca, 
a^ the wife of Abii Sophian taMed the entrails 
oi fitmza/' thir uncle of Mohammed. The; 
M^ostolmen soon rallied itif the field, and the 
Ketft^dk wanted coor&ge to lay siege to Medina. ! 
In^e enduing year it was attacked by art army 
of '<0ii^thii«3dAid etiemie^ :' thie pn^dence of Mo*^ 
hanaited- lieefiflM ^^generaJ*fen|;agement ; the * 
Vol. X. C 
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talour of All was signalized in single eombal ; 
and Uie war was protracted twenty days, tiU the 
final separation of the confederates* A tempest 
of wind and hail overturned their tents ; and the 
Koreish, deserted by their altiesr no longer hop- 
ed to subvert the throne, or check the cim^estft 
of their invincible exile. 

The choice of Jerusalem for the first kebla of* 
prayer discovers the early propensity of Mo- 
hammed, in^ favour of the Jews. Their obsti- 
nacy converted his friendship into hatred, with 
Whkh he pursued that unfortunate people lo the 
last moment of his Ufe» In the douMe charac- 
ter of an apostle and conqueror, his perseeuti^oi 
was extended to both worlds. The Kainokk 
dwelt at Medina, under the protection of the 
city : he seized the occasion of an accidental 
tumult, and summoned them to embrace his re- 
ligion, or contend with him in battle. ^' Alas V* 
replied the trembling Jews, " we are ignorant 
of the use of arms, but ! we persevere in tte 
feith and worship of bur fethers ; why wilt thou 
reduce us to the necessity of self-defence ?" The 
nnequal conOict was terminated in fifteen days : 
Mohammed spared the lives of his captives, 
but confiscated their riches, and seized tlieit* 
arms. The Nadhirites were more guilty, since 
they conspired to assassinate the prophet. He 
besieged their castle, three miles from Medina^ 
but tlieir resolute defence obtained an honour-- 
able capitulation : . but the Jews at Koraidha 
surrendered at discretion. They trusted to the 
intercession of their old allies at Medina ; they 
could not be ignorant that fisinatacism obliterates 
the feelings of humanity. A venerable elder, 
to whose judgment they appealed, pronounced 



tile sentence <»f death : seven hundred Jews weve 
dragged in chains to the market-place of the 
city ; thef descended alire into the grave pre- 
pared for their execution and burial ; and the 
apostle beheld with an infiexible eye the laugh- 
ter of his helpless enemies. Six days journey 
to the north-east of Medina, the ancient town 
of Chubar, was the seat of the Jewish power in 
Arabia ; the territory was <x>yered with planta- 
tions and cattle^ and protected by eight castles, 
tome aS which were esteemed impregnable* 
The fences of Mc^ammed consisted of two hun- 
dred horse and fourteen hundred foot : in the 
succession of eight regular and painful sieges 
they were exposed to danger and &tigue, md 
hunger ; and the mosttmdaunted chiefs despair- 
tdoi the eyent. The apostle revived their cou- 
n^ge fay the example of Ah, on whom he be- 
'Stowed the surname of the Lion of God. Chai- 
-bar submitted ; die chief was tortured, in the 
'Presence of Mohammed, to force a confessioii 
of his hidden treasure : the industry of the shep- 
herds was rewakled with a precarious tolera- 
tion ; they were permitted to impnove their pa- 
trimony for their own emohiment, and that of 
the conqueror. Under the reign of Omar, the 
Jews of Chiubar were transplanted to Syria; 
•and the caliph alleged the injunction of his 
dying master, that one and the true lelig^iob 
should be professed in his native land of Arabia. 
Five times each day were the eyes of Moham- 
med turned towards Mecca, and he was urged 
by the most powerful motives to revisit, as a 
-conqueror, the city and the temple from whence 
he had been driven as an exik» The Caaba was 
fM^esent to his waking and sleeping fancy, an 
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idle dream was translated into vision and pro- 
phecy ; he unfurled the holy banner, and a rash 
" promise of success too hastily dropped from the 
lips 9f the apostle. His march from Medina to 
Mecca displayed the solemn pomp of a pilgrim- 
age ; seventy camels bedecked the sacrifice, and 
preceded the van ; the sacred territory was re- 
spected, and the captives were dismissed with- 
out ransom, to proclaim his clemency and devo- 
tion. , No sooner did Mohammed come within 
a day*s journey of the city, than he exclsdmed, 
" they have clothed themselves with the skins of 
tygers !'* The numbers and resolution of the 
Koreish opposed his progress ; and the roving 
Arabs of the desert might desert or betray a 
leader whom they had followed for the hopes of 
spoil. The prophet concluded a truce with the 
Koreish for ten years, and stipulated only for 
the humble privilege of entering the city as a 
friend, and of remaining three days, to accom- 
plish the rites of the pilgrimage. Shame • and 
sorrow attended the retreat of the Mussulmen, 
and they were ready to accuse the failure of a 
prophet, who had so often appealed to the evi- 
dence of success. The faith and hope of the 
pilgrims were rekindled by the prospects of 
Mecca; their swords were sheathed ;' seven times 
in the footsteps of the apostle they encompassed 
the Caaba ; the Koreish had retired to the hills^ 
and Mohammed, after the customary sacrifice, 
evacuated the city on the fourth day. The 
people were edified by his devotion ; the hos- 
tile chiefs were awed, or divided, or seduced ; 
and both Caled and Amroce, the future con- 
querors of Syria and Egypt, deserted the sink- 
ing cause of idolatry. The power of Moham- 
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med was increased hf the submi^fon of 'tli« 
Arabian tribes ; ten thousand soldiers wete as^ 
sembled for the conquest of Mecca, and the 
1dc4aters were easily convicted of violating the 
truce. Enthusiasm and discipline impend the 
inarch, and preserved the secret, till the blaze 
4of ten thousand ires proclaimed ' to the asto^ 
nished Koreish the design, the ap{>roach, and 
the irresistible force of the enemy. Abu So^- 
phian presented to the conqueror the keys of 
.the city, observing that the son of Abdallah 
liad acquired a mighty kingdom, and conf<bs^d 
that he was the apostle of the true God. Mo- 
hammed, instead of indulging his revenge, and 
that of his followers, forgave and united the 
&cdons of Mecca. His troops marched into the 
city, and the chiefs of the Ko^ish were pros- 
trate at his feet. " What mercy can you expect 
from the man whom you have wronged?"-^ 
^ We confide in the generosity of our kinsman." 
— ^^ And you shall not confide in vain : begone i! 
you are safe ; you are free." The people of Mecca 
deserved their pardon by adopting the profession 
-of Islam ; and, after an exile of seven years^ 
the fiigitive missionary was enthroned, as the 
prince and prophet of his native country. Three 
hundred and sixty idols of the Caaba were igno- 
miniously broken ; the house of God was puri- 
fied and adcMTied ; the apostle fulfilled the dit- 
ties of a pilgrim, as an example to fiiture ages"; 
^ind a law was enacted, that no unbeliever should 
dare to set his foot on the territory of the holy- 
city. 

The conquest of Mecca determined the faitk 
ind obedience of the Arabian tribes, but an 
obstinate remnant still adhered to the l^ligidi 
C 2 
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and liberty of their ancestors, and a war of Ho« 
nain derived a proper appellation from the iVio^, 
which Mohammed had vowed to destroy, and 
which the confederates of Tayef had sworn t© 
defend* Four thousand pagans advanced with 
secrecy to surprise the conqueror ; they pitied 
and despised die negligence of the Koreish, but 
depended on the aid of those who had kitely - 
bowed beneath the yoke of their enemy. The* 
banners of Medina and Mecca were displayed- 
lyp^ the prophet. Twelve thousand Mussulmen 
entertained a rash presumption of their kivinci* 
ble strength : they descended, without precau* 
tion, into the valley of Honain ; their numbers 
were oppressed ; their discipline confounded ; 
their courage was appalled by ih^ archers o^ 
the confederates ; while the Koreish smiled at 
their impending destruction. The prophet, on 
his white mule, was encompassed by enemies ; 
he attempted to rush against their spears, ia 
search of a glonous death ; ten of his faithful 
companions interposed their weapons and their 
breasts : three of these fell dead at his feet* 
** O my brethren," he cried with sorrow and in- 
dignation, ^< I am the son of Abdallah, I am 
the apostle of truth ! O man, stand fast in the 
faith ! O God, send down thy succour !" His 
uncle, Abbas, made the valley resound with the 
recital of the gifts and promises of God ; the 
fiying Mussulmen returned from all sides to the 
holy standard ; and Mohammed observed, with 
pleasure, that the furnace was again rekindled : 
his example restored the battle, and he animated 
his victorious troops to inflict a merciless revenge 
on the authors of their shame. From the field 
of Honain he marched, without delay, to the 
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uegeof Tayeff sixty miles to thesoudi-eastof 
Mecca* A friendly tribe, instructed in the art 
of war&re, supplied him with a train of bat- 
tering rams, military engines, and Trith a body of 
five hundred artificers. After, however, a siege 
of twenty days, the prophet was forced to sound 
a Tetreat, affecting to pray for the repentance 
aoid safety of the unbelieving city. The spoil 
of this unfortunate expedition was immense : 
Id compensate the loss of a tribe who had fought 
atHonain, and who redeemed their prisoners 
by the sacrifice of their idols, he resigned to the 
soldiers his fifth part of the plunder. Instead 
of chastising the diaafiection of the Koreish, he 
endeavoured to secure their attachment, by a 
superior measure of liberality. To their leader, 
Abu Sophian, he presented three hundred ca- 
mels, and twenty ounces of silver ; and by these 
means, Mecca was sincerely converted to the 
profitable retigioii of the Koran* 

Some deputies from Tayef, dreading the repe* 
tition of the uege, followed the prophet, suing 
for a truce of three years, with the toleratioa 
of their ancient worship* '^ Not a montli, not 
an hour," replied Mohammed* ^< Excuse us, at 
least, fix)m the obligation of prayer*"— « With- 
out prayer, religion is of no avail." They sub- 
mitted in silence ; their temples were demoUsh- 
ed ; and the same sentence of destruction was 
executed on all the idols of Ai^bia. His lieu-^ 
tenants, on the shores of the Red Sea, the 
Ocean, and the gulf of Persia, were saluted by. 
the acclamation of a faithful people ; and the 
ambassadors who kneh before the throne of 
Medina were as numerous, says the Arabian, 
proverb, as the dates which fall from the ma« 
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turity of a palm>tree* The nation submitted 
to God and the sceptre of Mohammed, and one 
hundred and fourteen thousand Mussuhnen ao 
eompanied the last pilgrimage of the apostle. 

When Heraclius, a Roman emperor, returned 
In triumph from the Persian war, he entertsuned 
one of the ambassadors of Mohammed ; which the 
real Arabians have supposed was the secret cause 
of the conversion of the Christian emperor. But 
the friendship of Heraclius and Mohammed was 
of short continuance ; the new religion had en- 
flamed the rapacious i^rit of the Saracens, and 
tiie murder of an envoy, afforded a decent pre- 
tence for invading the territory of Palestine. 
The holy banner was entrusted to Leid, and) 
on the event of his decease, laa&r and Abdallah 
were substituted to the command ; and if the 
three should perish in the war, the troops were 
authorised to elect their own general* The 
three leaders were slain in the Imttle of Muta^ 
the first military action which tried the valour 
of the Mussulmen against a foreign enemy. Leid 
fell in the foremost ranks : the death of laa^ 
was heroic and memorable ; he lost his right 
hand, and shifted his standard to the left ^ the 
left was severed from his body ; he embraced 
the standard with the bleeding stumps, till he 
was transfixed to the ground, with fifty honour- 
able wounds. " Advance," cried Abdallah, 
who stepped into the vacant place, " advance 
with confidence ; either victory or paradise i^ 
our own/' The lance of the Roman decided the 
alternative ; but the falling standard was res- 
cued by Caled, the proselyte of Mecca : and nine 
swords were broken in his hand. He was chosen 
to the command ; his skilful evolutions secured 
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victory or retreat to the Saracens ; and Caled is 
rexK)wned an\ong his brethren and enemies, as 
the aivord qf God. In the pulpit, Mohammed 
described, witlv prophetic rapture, the crowns of 
the blessed martyrs, but in private he betrayed 
the feelings of human nature ; he was surprised 
as he wept over the daughter of Leid. " What 
do I see !" said an astonished votary. " You 
see," replied the apostle, " a friend deploring^ 
the loss of his most faithful friend." After the 
conquest of Mecca, the sovereign of Arabia de- 
clared war against the Romans : his followers 
were discouraged ; they alleged the want of mo- 
ney, or horses, or provisions ; the season of 
harvest, and the intolerable heat of the sum- 
mer. " Hell is much hotter," said the indignant 
prophet. He disdained to compel their service ; 
but, on his return, he admonished the most guil- 
ty by an excommunication of fifty days. The 
desertion of the faithless enhanced the merit of 
those who devoted their lives and fortunes, and 
Mohammed displayed his banner at the head of 
thirty thousand troops. Ptunful indeed was the 
distress of the march ; ten men rode by turns 
on the same camel, and they were reduced to the 
shameful necessity of drinking the water from 
the belly of that useful aninial. In the midway, 
between Medina and Damascus, they reposed 
near the grove and fountain of Tabac. Beyond 
that place Mohammed declined the prosecution 
of the war ; but the active Caled spread terror 
round his name, and the prophet received the 
submission of the tribes and cities, from the Eu- 
phrates to Ailah, at the head of the Red Sea. 
To his Christian subjects Mohammed granted 
seturity, freedom, and the toleration of their 
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worship. They were unable to c^^pose his ainbt* 
tion ; and it was the interest of the conqueror tt> 
propose a fair capitulation, to the most powerful 
religion of the earth* 

Till the age of sixty-three years, the strength 
of Mohammed was fully equal to the &tigueii 
of his mission. During four years his health 
declined ; his infirmities increased ; but his mor- 
tal disease was a fever of fourteen days, which 
deprivecihim, by intei^als, of the use of reason* 
As soon as he was conscious of his danger, he 
edified his brethren by the humility of his vir- 
tue or penitence. " If there be any man," said 
the apostle from the pulpit, " whom I have un- 
'' justly scourged, I submit my own back to the 
" lash of retaliation. Have I aspersed the rcpu- 
^* tation of a Mussulman ? let him proclaim my 
** fiiults in the face of the congregation. Has 
" any one been despoiled of his goods ? the little 
*' that I possess shall compensate the principal 
" and interest of the debt." — ^" Yes," replied a 
voice from the crowd, " I am entitled to tliree 
** drachms of silver." Mohammed heard the 
complaint, satisfied the demand, and thanked 
his creditor for accusing him in this world, ra«> 
ther than at the day of judgment. He beheld 
with temperate firmness the approach of 
^ ^' death ; enfranchised his slaves ; gave or- 
Juifj, ^^^ respecting his funeral ; and bestow* 
* ed a blessing on his weeping friends. 
Till the third day before his death, he regularly 
performed the function of prayer : the choice <^ 
Abu Beer to supply his place, appeared to mark 
that ancient and faithful friend, as the successor 
to his office ; but he declined a more explicit 
nomination. At a moment when his &cultie% 
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urere visibly impaired, he called for pen and ink 
to write, or rather to dictate, a divine book, the 
sum and accomplishment of all his revelations : 
a dispute arose in his chamber, whether he 
^ould be allowed to supersede the authority of 
the Koran ; and the prophet was forced to re- 
prove the indecent vehemence of his (tisciples. 
He had asserted, that the angel of death was 
not allowed to take his soul, t^ he had respect* 
folly asked the permission of the prophet. The 
request was granted, and Mohammed fell into 
the agony of dissolution ; he Mnted with the 
violence of pain, but, recovering his spirits a 
little, he raised his eyes toward the roof of the 
house, and, with a steady look, though a Al- 
tering voice, uttered the last broken, though 
strticulate words : " O God !.....pardon my sins. 

•»....Yes. I comeM^.among my fellow-citizens 

on high ;" and in this manner he peaceably ex- 
pit^d, on a carpet spread upon the floor* 

An expedition for the conquest of Syria was 
stepped by this mournful event : the army halt- 
ed at the gates of Medina, and the chiefs were 
assembled round their dying master. The city> 
but especially the house of the prophet, was u 
scene of clamorous sorrow or silent despair : fa- 
naticism alone could suggest a ray of hope and 
consolation. They expected his speedy retuni, 
and that, like Moses and Jesus, he was wrapt in 
a holy trance. The evidence of sense was dis*' 
regarded, and Omar, unsheathing his scimitar, 
threatened to strike off the heads of the infidels, 
who should dare to affirm that the prophet was 
no more. The tumult was appeased by the 
weight and moderation of Abu Beer. " Is it 
" Mohammed,'* said he to Omar, and the muU 
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titude^ " or the God of Mohammed, whom ycwi 
" worship ? The God of Mohammed liveth for 
^ ever ; but the apostle was a mortal like our- 
^ selves, and, according to his own pi^ediction^ 
" he has experienced the common fate of morta- 
*Mity." He was interred on the s£^me spot on 
which he expired ; Medina has been sanctified 
by the death and burial of Mohammed ; and 
the innumerable pilgrims of Mecca c^ten turn 
aside from the way, to bow in voluntary devo- 
tion before the simple tomb of the ptx)phet. 

In contemplating the character of Moham- 
med, we behold him endowed with a pious and 
contemplative disposition. When marriage had 
raised him above the pressure of want, he avoid- 
ed the paths of ambition and avarice ; and, till 
the age of forty, he lived in innocence, and 
without any marked distinction. The unity of 
God is an idea congenial to nature and reason, 
and a conversation with the Jews and Christians 
would teach him to despise and detest the ido- 
latry of Mecca. He felt it a duty, therefore, 
to warn his country of its errors. The energy 
of a mind incessantly bent on the same object 
would convert a general obligation into a parti- 
cular call; the warm suggestions of the fancy 
would be felt as the inspirations of heaven ; the 
labour of thought would expire in rapture and 
vision ; and the inward sensation, the invisible 
monitor, would be described with the form and 
attributes of an angel of God. The original 
motives of Mohammed were probably pure, but 
human missionaries are seldom capable of che- 
rishing unbelievers : in the bosom of Moham- 
med, the. passions of pride and revenge were 
Undkd i he sighed for the destruction of the 
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labels, whom in his heart he had condernned. 
The injustice of Mecca, and the choice of Medi- 
na, transformed the citizen into a prince ; the 
humble preacher into a leader of armies* In the 
exercise of political government, he employed 
even the vices of mankind as the instruments ^f 
their salvation* The use of fraud and perfidy, 
of cruelty and injustice, were often subservient 
in his hands to the propagation of the faith. Of 
his last years, ambition was the ruling passion ; 
and it is possible that he, the victorious impos- 
tor,, secretly smiled at the enthusiasm of his 
youth, and the credulity of his proselytes. 

The good sense of Mohammed despised the 
pomp of royalty ; the apostle of God submitted 
to the menial offices of the femily : he kindled 
the fire, swept the floor, milked the ewes, and 
mended with his own hands his shoes, and wool- 
en garmetitfc Disdaining the penance and merit 
of an hermit, he observed, without vanity, the 
abstemious diet of an Arab and a soldier. On 
solemn occasions he feasted his companions wilii 
rustic hospitality; but in domestic life, many 
weeks would elapse, without a fire being kindled 
on the hearth of the prophet. The interdiction 
of wine was confirmed by his example ; he de- 
lighted in the taste of milk and honey, but his 
ordinaly food cbnsisted of dates and water. Per- 
fumes and'^women were the two sensual enjoy- 
ments which his nature required, and his religi* 
on did not forbid : he affirmed, tiiat the fervour 
of his devotion was increased by these innocent 
pleasures. The heat of the climate iftflames 
the blood of the Arabs ; their incontinence was 
regulated by the civil and religious laws of the 
Koran. The licence of polygamy was reduced 
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to four legitimate wives or concubines ; their 
rights of bed and dowry were equitably deter- 
mined ; the freedom of divorce was discouraged^ 
adultery was condemned as a capital offence, and 
fornication was punished with an hundred stripes. 
Such were the precepts of the legislator, who 
himself freely indulged the appetites of a man. 
"A special revelation dispensed him from the laws 
which he had imposed on the nation ; he es- 
poused fifteen or seventeen wives ; eleven occu- 
pied their separate apartments at Medina, round 
the house of the apostle, who, by turns, enjoy- 
ed the favour of his society. They were all wi- 
dows, excepting only Ayesha, the daughter of 
Abu Beer, whose youth and beauty gave her a 
superior ascendant ; she was beloved and trusted 
by tlie prophet ; and, after his death, the daugh- 
ter of Abu Beer was long revered as the motlier 
of the faithful. Her behaviour had been ambi- 
guous and indiscreet : the temper of Moham- 
med was inclined to jealousy, but a divine reve- 
lation assured him of her innocence ; he chas- 
tised her accusers, and published a law, by which 
no woman should be condemned unless four 
male witnesses had seen her in the act of adul- 
tery. The prophet has been accused, with great 
justice, of many atrocious acts of incontinence, 
from which he usually obtained full absolution, 
by the mouth of the angel Gabriel. While Ca- 
dijah, his first wife, was alive, his fidelity to the 
marriage connection was the most exemplary, 
puring the whole twenty-four years, he abstain- 
ed from the right of polygamy, and the pride or 
tenderness of the venerable matron was never 
insulted by the society of a rival. After her 
death, he placed her in the rank of four perfect 
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iromeii) with the sister of Moses, the mother of 
Jesusy and Fatima, the best beloved of his 
daughters. << Was she not old ?" said Ayesha, 
with the insolence of a blooming beauty, ^^ has 
not God ^ven you a better in her place ?"— • 
** No," said Mohammed, with an effusion of ho- 
nest gratitude, ^ there never can be a better ! 
*^ She believed in me, when men despised me ; 
*^ she relieved my wants, when I was poae and 
** persecuted by the world." 

Neither the virgin Ayesha, nor his ten wi- 
dows, gave to the prophet any children, and of 
the eight which he had by Cadijah, Fatima was 
die only one who survived her &ther ; she be- 
came the wife of Ali, and the mother of an illus> 
trious progeny. The merit and misfortunes of 
Ali and his descendants will very properly lead, 
JIn this place, to some account of the series of 
the Saracen caliphs, a title which describes the 
commanders of the feithful, as the vicars and 
miccessors of the pretended apostle of God. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

Emjiire of the Arabs^ under the Cdifihs. 



'T^HE birth, alliance, and character of Ali might 
-*: justify his claim to the vacant throne of Ara- 
bia. The son of Abu Taleb was, in his own 
right, the chief of tlie family of Hashem, and 
the hereditary guardian and prince of the city 
and temple of Mecca. He united the qualifica- 
tions of a poet, a soldier, and a saint ; his wisdom 
still breathes in a collection of religious and mo^ 
ral sayings. From the first hour of his mission 
to the last rites of his funeral, the apostle never 
was forsaken by a generous friend, whom he de- 
lighted to name as his brother ; but the dying 
bed of Mohammed was besieged by the artful 
Ayesha, the daughter of Abu Beer, and the ene- 
my of Ali. 

The silence and death of the prophet restored 
the liberty of the people, and his companions 
convened an assembly, to deliberate on the 
choice of his successor. The hereditary claim and 
lofty spirit of Ali were' offensive to an aristocra- 
cy of elders ; the Koreish could never be recon- 
ciled to the proud pre-eminence of the line of 
Hashem ; the ancient discord of the tribes was 
rekindled ; the Jitgitives of Mecca, and the atucl' 
tiaries of Medina, asserted their respective merits, 
and the rash proposal of chusing two independ- 
ent caliphs would have crushed, in their infancy, 
the religion and the empire of the Saracens. 
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The tumult was appeased by Omar, who de- 
clared himself the first subject of the mild and 
venerable Abu Beer; at the same time confessing 
from the pulpit, that if any Mussulman shou)d 
hereafter presume to anticipate the suffrage of 
his brethren, both the elector and elected would 
be worthy of death. After the simple inaugura- 
tion of Abu Beer, he was obeyed in Medina, 
Mecca, and the provinces of Arabia : the Has- 
hemites alone declined the oath of fidelity ; and 
their chief, in his own house, maintsdned, above 
six months, a sullen and independent reserve. 
The death of Fatima, and the decline of his 
party, subdued the indignant spirit of All ; he 
xx>ndescended to salute the commander of the 
^thful, accepting his excuse of the necessity of 
preventing their common enemies, and wisely 
rejected his courteous offer, of abdicating the 
government of the Arabians. After a reign of 
two years, the aged caliph was summoned by 
the angel of death. He bequeathed the sceptre 
to the firm and intrepid virtue of Omar. ^ I 
** have no occasion," said the modest candidate, 
*' for the place."-—" But the place has occasion 
-" for you," replied Abu Beer, who expired with 
a fervent prayer, that the God of Mohammed 
would ratify his choice, and direct the Mussul- 
men in the way of concord and obedience. The 
prayer was not ineffectual, since Ali himself 
paid every attention and respect to the superior 
worth and dignity of his rival, who comforted 
him for the loss of empire by the nK>st flatter- 
ing marks of confidence and esteem. In the 
twelfth year of his reign, Omar received a mor- 
tal wound from the hand of an assassin, and 
VA& succeeded by Othman, the secretary of Mo- 
D ^ 
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hammed ; nor was it till after the third caliph, 
twenty-four years after the death of the prd- 
phet, that Ali was invested, by the popular 
choice, with the regal and sacerdotal office. 
The manners of the Arabians retained their 
primitive simplicity, and the son, Abu Taleh, 
despised the pomp and vanity of this world. 
At the hour of prayer he repaired to the mosque 
of Medina, clothed in a thin cotton gown, a 
coarse* turban on his head, his slippers in one 
hand, and his bow in the other, instead of a 
walking-staff. The companions of the prophet, 
and the chiefs of the tribes, saluted their new 
sovereign, and gave him their right hands as a 
sign of fealty and allegiance. 

The mischiefs that flow fix)m the contests of 
amlHtion are usually confined to the times and 
countries in which they have been agitated ; 
but the religious discord of the friends and ene- 
mies of Ali has been renewed in every age of 
the Hegira, and is still maintained in the im- 
mortal hatred of the Persians and Turks. The 
former, who are branded with the appellation of 
ifeciariesj maintain that if Mohammed be the 
apostle, his companion Ali is the vicar, of God. 
They bitterly execrate the three usurpers who 
intercepted his indefeasible right to the dignity 
of caliph ; and the name of Omar expresses, in 
their tongue, tlie perfect accomplishment of 
wickedness and impiety. The Sonnitesj who are 
supported by the general consent and orthodox 
tradition of the Mussulmen, entertain a more 
decent opinion. They respect the memory of 
Abu Beer, Omar, Othman, and Ali, the holy 
and legitimate successors of the prophet ; but 
they assign the last place to the husband of 
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Falima, in the persuasion that the order of sue* 
cession was determined by the degrees of sanc- 
tity. 

A life much devoted to contemplation had 
not chilled the martial activity of Ali ; but, in 
mature age, he sometimes betrayed the rashness 
and indiscretion of youth. He neglected to 
secure the allegiance of Telha and Zobeir, two 
of the most powerful Arabian chiefs. They 
escaped from Medina to Mecca, and from thenoe 
to Bassora, erected the standard of revolt, and 
usurped the government of Assyria, which they 
bad vainly solicited as the reward of their ser- 
vices. They were accompanied by Ayesha, the 
widow of the prophet, who cherished an impla- 
cable hatred against the husband and posterity 
of Fatima. The most reasonable Mussdlmen 
were scandalized, that the mother of the faithful 
should expose her person and character in the 
camp ; but the superstitious crowd was confi- 
dent that her presence would sanctify and assure 
the success of their cause. At the head of 
nearly thirty thousand loyal Arabs, and valiant 
auxiliaries, the caliphs encountered and defeated 
the superior numbers of the rebels, under the 
wsdls of Bassora. Their leaders, Telha and Zo- 
bdr, were slain in the first battle that stained with 
civil blood the arms of Uie Mussulmen. After 
passing through the ranks, to animate the troops, 
Ayesha had chosen her post amidst the dangers 
of the field. In the heat of battle, seventy men, 
who held the bridle of her camel, were successive- 
ly killed or wounded, and the cage or litter in 
which she sat was stuck with javelins and darts, 
like the quills of a porcupine. After this vic- 
tory, which was styled tiie day of the camel. 
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All marched against a more formidable adver- 
sary, Moawiyah, the son of Abu Sophian, who 
had assumed the title of caliph, and whose claim 
was supported by the forces of Syria and the 
interest of the house of Ommiyah. From the 
passage of Thapsacus, the plain Siffin extends 
along the western bank of die Euphrates. . On 
this spacious and level theatre, the two competi* 
tors waged a desultory war of one hundred and 
ten days. In the course of ninety actions, the 
loss of Ali was estimated at twenty*five, that oi 
Moawiyah at forty-five, thousand soldiers. In 
this sanguinary contest, the lawful caliph dis- 
played a superior character of valour and hu* 
manity. He generously proposed to save the 
blood of the Mohammedans by single combat ; 
but his trembling rival declined the challenge, as 
a sentence of inevitable death. The ranks of the 
Syrians were broken by the charge of the hero^ 
and as often as he smote a rebel, he shouted the 
Allah Acbar, " God is victorious ;" and in the 
tumult of a nocturnal battle, he was heard to 
repeat four hundred times that tremendous ex*- 
claraation. The prince of Damascus already 
meditated his flight, hot the certainty of victory 
was snatched from the grasp of Ali, by the dis- 
obedience and enthusiasm of his troops. Their 
conscience was awed by the solemn appeal to 
the Ivoran, which Moawiyah exposed on the 
foremost lances ; and Ali was compelled to 
yield to a disgraceful truce, and an insidious 
compromise. He retreated with sorrow and 
disgrace to Cufa ; his party was discouraged ; 
the distant provinces of Persia, Yemen, and 
Egypt, were subdued or seduced by his crafty 
fiyil. In the temple of Mecca three enthusiasts 
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discoursed of the'disocders of the charch and 
state ; they soon agreed that the deatlis of All, 
Moawiyah, and Amrou, the viceroy of Egypt^ 
/oukl restore the peace and unity of religion. 
Each of the assassins chose his victim) poisoned 
his dagger, devoted his life, and secretly repair- 
ed to the scene of action. The first mistook 
the person of Amrou, and stabbed the deputy 
who occupied his seat ; the prince of Damascus 
was dangerously hurt by the second ; and the 
lawftd monarch received a mortal wound from 
the hasxd of the third. He expired in the sixty- 
third year of his age, and recommended to his 
children, that they would dispatch the murderer 
by a single stroke. The sepulchre of All was 
concealed from the tyrants of the house of Om- 
miyah ; but, in the fourth age of the Hegira, a 
tomb, a temple, and a city arose near the ruins 
of Cufa. Many thousands of the Shiites repose 
in holy ground, at the feet of the vicar of God ; 
and the desert is enlivened by the numerous and 
annual visits of the Persians, who esteem their 
devotion not less meritorious than the pilgrimage 
of Mecca. 

In the reign of Moawiyah, the persecutors of 
Mohammed usurped the inheritance of his chil- 
dren, and the champions of idolatry became the 
heads of his religion and empire. The opposi- 
tion of Abu Sophian had been fierce and obsti- 
nate ; his conversion was tardy and reluctant ; 
his new faith was fortified by necessity and inte- 
rest ; he served, he fought, and perhaps believ- 
ed ; and the sins of the time of his ignorance 
were expiated by the recent merits of the family 
ofOramiyah. Moawiyah, the son of Abu So^ 
piuan, was dignified, in his early youth, with the 
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title of secretary to the prophet ; by Oxxiar he 
was entrusted with the government of Syria, 
over which he presided forty years. Without 
renouncing the fame of valour, he affected the 
reputation of humanity : a grateful people was 
fittached to their benefactor, and the victorious 
Moslems were enriched with the spoils of Cyprus 
and Rhodes. The sacred duty of pursuing the 
assassins of Othman was the engine and pre- 
tence of his ambition* The bloody shirt of the 
martyr was exposed in the mosque of Damascus, 
and sixty thousand Syrians were engaged in his 
service, by an oath of fidelity and revenge. Am- 
rou, the conqueror of Egypt, was saluted the 
new monarch ; the policy of Moawiyah eluded 
the valour of his rival, and, after the death of Ali, 
he negociated the abdication of his son Hassan^ 
who retired to an humble cell near the tomb of 
his grandfather. The aspiring wishes of the ca- 
liph were finally crowned by the important change 
of an elective, to an hereditary kingdom. Four 
citizens of Medina only refused the oath of fide- 
lity ; but the designs of Moawiyah were con- 
ducted with vigour and address, and his son Ye- 
Eid, a feeble and dissolute youth, was proclaim- 
^ the commander of the fiuthful, and the suc- 
cessor of the apostle of God. 

A familiar story is related of the benevolence 
of one of the sons of Ali. In serving at table, 
a slave had inadvertently dropt a dish of scald- 
ing broth on his master ; the heedless wretch 
fell prostrate to deprecate his punishment, and 
repeated a verse in the Koran ;— -^^ Paradise is 
" for those who command their anger :" — ^** I 
" am not angry :"— " and for those who pardon 
** offences :"— « I pardon your offence,:"— " and 
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* for those who return good for evil :"— « I give 
fou your liberty and four hundred pieces of 
silver." With an equal measure of piety, Ho- 
dein, the younger brother of Hassan, inherited 
a remnant of his fether's spirit, and served with 
honour against the Christians, at the siege of 
Constantinople. The primogeniture of the line 
of Hashem, and the holy character of the grand- 
son of the apostle, had centered in his person ; 
and he was at liberty to prosecute his claim 
against Yezid, the tyrant of Damascus, whose 
vices he despised, and whose title he never de- 
signed to acknowledge. A list was secretly 
transmitted from Cufa to Medina, of one hun- 
dred and forty thousand Mohammedans, who 
professed their attachment to his cause, and who 
were eager to draw their swords, so soon as he 
should appear on the banks of the Euphrates. 
Against the advice of his wisest friends, he re- 
solved to trust his person and family in the 
hands of a perfidious people. Hosein, in a 
conferenpe with the chief of the enemy, pro- 
posed the option of three honourable condi- 
tions : that he should be allowed to i*etum to 
Medina, or be stationed in the frontier garrison 
against the Turks, or safely conducted to the 
presence of Yezid. But the commands of the 
lieutenant were absolute, and Hosein learnt that 
he must either submit as a captive, and as cri- 
minal to the commander of the faithful, or ex- 
pect the consequences of a rebellion. « Do you 
think," replied he, " to terrify me with death ?" 
And, during the short respite of a night, he 
prepared to encounter his fate. He checked th^ 
lamentations of his sister Fatima, who deplored 
the impending njin of his house. " Our trust," 
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said Hosein, ^4s in God alone. AH things, 
« both in heaven and earth, must perish and re- 
I " turn to their creator. My brother, my father, 

! ** my mother, were better than I ; and every 

j ^< Mussulman has an example in the prophet." 

I He pressed his friends to consult their safety by 

flight ; they unanimously refused to desert or 
survive their master, and their courage was for- 
tified by a fervent prayer, and the assurance of 
paradise. On the morning of the fatal day he 
mounted on horseback, wilJh his sword drawn in 
one hand, and the Koran in the other ; his ge- 
nerous martyrs consisted only of thirty-two 
Jhorse and forty foot : but their flanks and rear 
were secured by the tent ropes, and by a deep 
trench, which they had filled with lighted fag- 
gots. The enemy advanced with reluctance ; and 
one of their chiefs deserted, with thirty followers, i 
in order to claim the partnership of inevitable 
death. In every close onset, or single combat, 
the desp£ur of the Fatimites was invincible ; but 
the surrounding multitudes galled them from 
a distance with a cloud of arrows, and the horses 
and men were successively slain: a truce was 
allowed on both sides for the hour of prayer ; 
and the battle at length expired, by the death 
of the last of the companions of Hosein. Alone, 
weary, and wounded, he seated himself at the 
door of his tent. As he was tasting a drop of 
water, he was pierced in the mouth with a dart, 
and his son and nephew, two beautiful youths, 
wei*e killed in his arms. He lifted his hands to 
heaven, they were full of blood, and he uttered a 
funeral prayer both for the living and the dead. 
In a transport of despair his sister issued from 
the tent, and adjured the general of the Cassians 
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^Jbttt be would not suffer -Hosein to be .mw^ered 
before bis eyes ; a tear trickled down his venera- 
ble beard, and the boldest of his soldiers fell back 
on every side, as the dying hero threw hiniself 
among them. The remorseless Shamer, a name 
detested by the feithful, reproached their cow- 
ardice ; and the grandson of Mohammed was 
slain with three-and-thirty strokes of lances and 
Bwords* After they had trampled on his body, 
Ihey carried his head to the castle of Cu&, and 
. the inhuman Obeidallab struck him on the 
mouth with a cane. ^ Alas !" exclaimed an aged 
Mussulman, '^ on these lips have I seen the lips 
of the aposde of God l" In a distant age and cli- 
mate the tragic scene of the death of Hosein will 
awaken the S3rmpathy of the cold reader. On 
the annual festival of his martyrdom, in the de- 
vout pilgrimage to his sepulchre, his Persian vo- 
taries abandon their souls to the religious frenzy 
of sorrow and indignation* 

When the sisters and children of Ali were 
brought in chains to the throne of Damascus, 
the cal^>h was advised to extiri)ate the enmity 
of a popular and hostile race, whom he had 
injured beyond the hope of reconciliation. Ye- 
zid preferred the counsels of mercy, and the 
mourning &mily was dismissed, to mingle their 
tears with their kindred of Medina. The glory 
of martyrdom superseded the rights of primo- 
geniture, and the twelve Imaxs, or pontiffs of 
the Persian creed, are Ali, Hosein, and the li- 
neal descendants of Hosein, to the ninth gene- 
ration. Without arms, or treasures^ or subjects, 
they successively enjoyed the veneration of the 
people, and provoked the jealousy of the reign- 
ing caliphs ; their tombs at Mecca, or Medina^ 
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are still visited by the devodcm of their sect* 
Their names were often the pretence of sedition 
and civil war; but these royal saints desfnsed 
the pomp of the world, submitted to the will of 
God, and the injustice of man, and devoted their 
innocent lives to the study and pfactice of reli- 
gion. The twelfth and last of the Imans, con- 
spicuous by the title of MahacH^ or the guide^ 
surpassed the solitude and sanctity of his prede* 
cessors. He concealed himself in a cavern near 
Bagdad ; and, the time and place of his death 
being unknown, his votaries pretend that he still 
lives, and will appear before the dayof judg« 
ment, and overthrow the tyranny of Dejal, or 
the Anti-christ.* In the lapse of two or three 
centuries, the posterity of Abbas, the uncle of 
Mohanfimed, had multiplied to the number of 
thirty-three thousand : the race of Ali might 
be equally prolific ; the meanest individual was 
above the first and greatest of princes ; and 
the most eminent were supposed to excel the 
perfections of angels : but their adverse fortune, 
and the wide extent of the Mussulman empire, 
allowed an ample scope for every bold and art- 
ful impostor, who claimed afiinity with the holy 
seed ; the sceptre of the Almoades in Spain and 
Africa ; of the Fatimites in Egypt and Syria ; 
of the Sultans of Yemen ; and of the Sophis of 
Persia, has been consecrated by this vague and 
ambiguous title. Under their reigns, it might 
be dangerous to dispute the legitimacy of ^eir 

** The name of Antichrist may appear ridiculous, but 
the Mahometans have liberally borrowed from every re- 
ligion. In the royal stable of Ispahan two horses were al> ' 
ways kept saddled ; one for the Mahadi himself, the other 
for his lieutenant, Jesus, the son of Mary, 
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birth. ^ One of the Fatimite caliphs silenced 
ah indiscreet question by drawiilg his .scimi- 
tar : " This," said Moez, " is my pedigree ; 
and these," casting an handful of gold to his 
soldiers, '< are my kindred and my children." 
In the vaiious conditions of princes, or doc* * 
tors, or nobles, or merchants, or beggars, a 
swarm of the genuine or fictitious descendants 
^ Mohammed and Ali, is honoured with the 
^tppellationof sheiks, or sheriffs, or emirs* In 
the Ottoman empire, they are distinguished by 
a green turban ; receive a stipend from the tiea* 
sury ; are judged only by their chief; and, 
howerer debased by fortune and character, still 
assert the proud pre-eminence of their birth, 
^fanuly of three hundred persons, the pure 
apd orthodox branch of the caliph Hassan, is 
preserved, without taint or suspicion, in the holy 
cities of Mecca and Medina, and still retains, 
after the revolutions of twelve centuries, the 
custody of the teniple, and the sovereignty of 
their nadve land. The fiame and merit of Mo- 
hammed would ennoble a plebeian race, and^ 
the ancient blood of the Koreish transcends the 
recent majesty of the kings of the earth. 
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CHAP- III. 

Qf the Mohammedan Religion. ' 

T>EFORE we put an end to this part of our 
^ history, we must give some account of 
the religion which Mohammed founded/ and of 
the peculiar sentiments which he estahlished* 
The creed of Mohammed is free from suspicion 
or ambiguity, and the Koran is a full testimony 
to the unity of God. The prophet of Mecca 
rejected the worship of idols and men, of stars 
and planets. In the Author of the universe, his^ 
rational enthusiasm confessed and adored an infi«- 
nite and eternal Being, without form or place> 
without equal or similitude, present to our most 
secret thoughts,, existing by the necessity of his 
own nature, and deriving from himself all moral 
and intellectual perfection. These sublime truths 
are firmly held by his disciples, and defined 
with great precision by the interpreters of the 
Koran. The first piinciple of reason and reve* 
lation was confirmed by the voice of Moham- 
med ; his proselytes, from India to Morocco, 
are distinguished by the name of Urdtariamy and 
the danger of idolatry has been prevented by 
the interdiction of images. The doctrine of 
eternal decrees and absolute predestination is 
strictly embraced by the Mohammedans. 

The God of Nature has written his existence 
<Mi all his works, and his law in the heart of 
man. To restore the knowledge of the one, and 
the practice of the other, has been the real or 
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pretended aim of the prophets of every uige : 
the liberality of Mohammed allowed to his pre- 
decessors the same credit which he claimed for 
himself ; and the chain of inspiration was pro- 
longed from the fall of Adam to the promulga- 
tion of the Koran. The authority and station 
of Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Christy and 
Mohammed, rise in just gradations above each 
other ; but whosoever hates or rejects any one of 
the prophets, is numbered with the infidels. The 
mimculous history of Moses is consecrated and 
emibellished in the Koran. For the divine Author 
of Christianity, the Mohammedans are taught by 
the prophet to entertain an high and mysterious 
reverence ; yet Jesus was a mere mortal, and, at 
die day of judgment, his testimony will serve to 
condemn both the Jews, who reject his preten- 
sions to the character of a prophet, and the 
Christians, who pay him religious worship. The 
malice of his enemies asp^-sed his reputation, 
and conspired against his life ; but their inten- 
tion was only guilty, a phantom or a criminal 
was substituted on the cross, and the innocent 
saint was translated to the seventh heaven. Dur- 
ing six hundred years the gospel was the way 
of truth and salvation, but the Christians forgot 
the laws and example of their founder. The 
piety of Moses, and of Christ, rejoiced in the as» 
surance of a future prophet, more illi!istrious than 
themselves; the evangelic promise of the Holy 
Spirit was prefigured in the name, and accom^ 
plished in the person, of Mohanuned, the great-^ 
est and last of the apostles of God.^ 

With respect to the Koran, the prophet wa» 
content with the simple chsottcter of an editor : 
^cording to himself and his disciples, that mok^ 
E3 
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is uncreated and eternail, inscribed with a pen of 
light on the table of his everlasting decrees, A 
paper cppy, in a volume of silk and gems, was 
brought down to the lowest heaven by the an- 
gel Gabriel. Instead of a perpetual and perfect 
measure of the divine will, the fragments of the 
Koran were produced at the discretion of Mo- 
hammed ; each revelation is suited to the emer- 
gencies of his policy or passions. The word of 
God, and of the apostle, was diligently recorded 
by his disciples on palm-leaves, and the shoulder- 
bones of mutton ; and the pages, without order 
or connection, were cast into a domestic che^, 
in the custody of one of his wives. Two years 
after the death of Mohammed, the sacred vo- 
lume was collected, and published, by his friend 
and successor, Abu Beer : the work was revised 
by the caliph Othman, in the thirtieth year of 
the Hegira. In the spirit of enthusiasm, or va- 
nity, the prophet rests the truth of his mission 
on the merit of his book, and audaciously chal- 
lenges both men aiid angels to imitate the beau- 
ties of a single page ; and presumes to assert, 
that God alone could dictate this incomparable 
performance. This argument is 'most power- 
fully addressed to a devout Arabian, whose^ 
ignorance is incapable of comparing the pro- 
ductions of human genius. The harmony and 
copiousness of style will not, in a version, reach 
the European infidel. The (fivine attributes 
exalt the fancy of the Arabian missionary ; bnt 
his loftiest strains must yield to the sublime sim- 
plicity of the book of Job, (Composed in a remote 
age, in the same country, and the same lan- 
guage. At the end of two hundred years, the 
Swnay or oral law, was fixed and consecrated by 
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the labours of Al Bochari^ who discriminated 
the genuine traditions from those of a more 
doubtful or spurious character. Each day the 
pious author prayed in the temple of Mecca ; 
the pages were successively deposited on the 
pulpit, and the sepulchre of the apostle, and the 
work, has been approved by the four orthodox 
"sects of the Sonnites. 

The mission of Moses and of Jesus had been 
confirmed by many splendid prodigies; and 
Mohammed was repeatedly urged, by the inha- 
bitants of Mecca and Medina, to produce simi« 
Igr evidence of his divine legation. As often as 
he was pressed by the demands of the Koreish, 
he involved himself in the obscure boast of vi- 
sion and prophecy, appealing to the internal 
proofs of his doctrine, and shielding himself be- 
hind the providence of God, who refused signB 
and wonders that would depreciate the merit of 
£uth, and aggravate the guilt of infidelity. The 
votaries'of Mohammed are more fully assured 
than himself of his miraculous gifts, and their 
confidence and credulity increase, as they are 
farther removed from the time and place of his 
spiritual exploits. They believe, or affirm, that 
trees went forth to meet him ; that he was sa- 
luted by stones ; that water gushed from his 
fingers ; that he fed the hungry, cured the siok, 
and raised the dead; that a beam groaned to 
him ; that a camel complained to him ; that a 
shoulder of mutton informed him of its being 
poisoned ; and that both animate and inanimate 
nature were equally subject to the apostle of 
God. 

The precepts of Mohammed inculcate simple 
xod rational piety : prayer, fasting, and aims, 
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are the religious duties of a Mussulman ; and 
he is encouraged to h<^, that prayer will cany 
him half way to God ; feisting will bring him 
to the door of his palace ; and alms will gain 
him admittance. At first his disciples were en-> 
joined to the performance of ififty prayers every- 
day. By the advice of Moses he applied for an 
alleviation of that intolerable burthen : the num- - 
ber was gradually reduced to five ; at day-break, 
at noon, in the afternoon^ in the evening, and 
at the first watch of the night. Cleanliness is 
the key of prayer : the frequent lustration of 
the hands, the Esice, and the body, is solemnly 
enjoined by the Koran ; and a permission is 
formally granted to supply with sand the scarcity 
of water. The words and attitudes of supplica- 
tion, as it is performed either sitting or standings 
or prostrate on the ground, are prescribed by 
custom or authority ; but the prayer is poured 
forth in short and fervent ejaculations. Among 
the priests, who reject the use of images, it has 
been found necessary to restrain the wander- 
ings of fancy, by directing the thought tp akebla, 
or visible point of the horiz(»][. The prophet 
was, at first, inclined to gratify the Jews by • the 
choice of Jerusalem, but he finally determined 
upon the temple of Mecca, to which the Mo- 
hammedans turn their eyes five times every day ; 
their prayers are offered indifferently, in their 
chamber or in the street. Friday is the day in 
each week which is set apart, for public worship* 
The Mohammedan religion is destitute of priest- 
hood or sacrifice, and the spirit of fanaticism 
looks down with contempt on the ministers and 
slaves of superstition. The voluntary penance 
of ascetics was odious to a prophet, who cen- 
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sured in hi» companions a rash vow of abstaining 
fnmi fiesh, and womi^n, and sleep : he allowed 
no monks in his religion : yet he instituted, a 
h»t of thirty days in every year, during which, 
from the rising to the setting of the sun, on each 
day, the Mussulman abstains from eating and 
drinking, and women, and baths, and perfumes ; 
from all nourishment that can restore his 
strength ; from all pleasure that can gratify his 
senses* The use of wine is completely inter- 
dicted* The charity of the Mohammedans des- 
cends to the animal creation ; and the Koran in- 
culcates, as an indispensable duty, the relief of 
tHe indigent and unfortunate ; the Mussulman 
must bestow a tenth of his revenue in acts of 
benevolence ; and, if his conscience accuse him 
of fraud or extortion, the tenth is enlarged to a 
fifth* Benevolence is the foundation of justice, 
since we are forbid to injure those whom we are 
bound to assist* A prophet may reveal the se- 
crets of heaven, and of futurity, but in his mo- 
ral precepts he can only repeat the lessons of our 
own hearts* 

The articles of faith, and practical duties of 
Islam, are guarded by rewards and punishments; 
the expectation of the Mussulman is devoutly 
fixed on the event of the judgment and the last 
day* On the omnipotence of the Creator, Mo- 
hammed and his followers rely, whose word can 
reanimate the breathless clay, and collect the 
innumerable atoms that no longer retain their 
form or substance* The reunion of the soul 
and body will be followed by the final judgment 
of man^nd* The doom of the infidels is com-' 
mon ; the measure of their guilt and punishment 
is determined by the degree of evidence which 
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they have rejected, and by the magmtude ctf the 
errors which they have enterUdnedL The eter-r 
nal mansions.of the Christians, Jews, and idola- 
ters, are sunk below each other in the abyss, and 
the lowest hell is reserved for the faithless hypo* 
crites, who have assumed the mask of religion. 
After the greater part of mankind has been 
condemned for their opinions, the true believers 
will be judged by their actions. The good and 
evil of each Mussulman will be accurately weigh* 
ed in a real or allegorical balance, and a singu- 
lar mode of compensation will be allowed for 
the payment of injuries : the aggressor will re- 
fund an equivalent of his own good actions, for 
the benefit of the person whom he has wronged ; 
and, if he should be destitute of any moral 
property, the weight of his sins will be loaded 
with an adequate share of the demerits of the 
fflifferer. According as the shares of guilt or 
virtue shall preponderate, the sentence will be 
pronounced, and all, without distinction, will 
pass. over the sharp and perilous bridge of the 
abyss ; but the innocent, treading in the foot- 
ilteps of Mohammed, will gloriously enter the 
gates of Paradise, while the guilty will fall into 
the first and mildest of the sevoi hells. The 
term of ^cpiation will vary from nine hundred 
to seven thousand years ; but all the disciples of' 
the true faith shall be saved from eternal damr 
nation. Seventy-two Houris, or black-eyed girls, 
of resplendent beauty, blooming youth, virgin pu- 
rity^ and exquisite sensibility, wUl be created for 
the meanest believer; a moment of pleasure will 
be prolonged to a thousand years, and his facuU 
ties will be increased an hunidred fold, to render 
him worthy of lus fislicity. Neverth^ess, the joya 
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tS the Mohammedan paradise will not be con- 
fined to the indulgence of luxury and appetite : 
and the prophet 1ms expressly declared, that att 
meaner happiness will be forgotten and despised 
by ^e saints and martyrs, who shall be admitted 
to the beatitude of the divine vision* 

8uck are the leading traits of the Koran : 
the talents of tlie prophet are entitled to our 
applause, and his success attracts our admira- 
tion* Are we surprised that a multitude of 
proselytes should embrace the doctrine, and 
emulate the zeal of an eloquent fanatic ? Does 
it seem incredible, that a private citizen should 
grasp the sword and the sceptre, subdue his na- 
tive country, and erect a monarchy by his vic- 
torious arms ? In the changing picture of the 
dynasties of the East, one hundred fortunate 
usurpers have arisen from a baser origin, sur- 
mounted more formidable obtacles^ and filled a 
larger scope of empire and conquest. Moham-* 
med was alike instructed to preach and to fight, 
and the union of these opposite qualities, while 
it enhanced his merit, contributed to his suc- 
cess : the operation of force and persuasion, of 
enthusiasm and fear, continually acted on each 
other, till every barrier yielded to their irresisti«> 
ble power. His voice invited the Arabs to free- 
dom and victory ; to arms and r^ine ; to the 
indulgence of their darling passions in this world 
and the otlier : the restraints which he imposed 
were requisite to establish tlie credit of the pro- 
phet, and fe exercise the obedience of the people ; 
and the only obstacle to his success was his ra- 
tional creed of the unity and perfections of the 
Deity. But it is not so much the propagation, 
as the permanency of his religion, that excites 
and commands our admiration : the same strong 
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and perfect impression which he engraved at 
Mecca and Medina is preserved, after the revo- 
lution of twelve centuries, by the Indian, the 
African, and the Turkish proselytes of the 
Koran. The Turkish dome of St. Sophia, with 
an increase of splendour and size, represents the 
humble tabernacle erected at Medina by the 
hands of Mohammed. His disciples have uni- 
formly withstood the temptation of reducing 
the object of their faith and devotion to a level 
with the senses and imagination of man. " I 
" believe in one God, and Mohammed, the 
-*' apostle of God," is the simple and invaria- 
ble creed of Islam. The intellectual image of 
the Deity has never been degraded by any visi- 
ble idol ; the honours of the prophet have never 
transgressed the measure of human*virtue ; and 
his living precepts have restrsdned the gratitude 
of his disci pK^s within the bounds of reason and 
religion. From the Atlantic to the Ganges, the 
Koran is acknowledged as the fundamental code, 
not only of theology, but of civil and criminal 
jurisprudence ; and the laws which regulate the 
actions and property of mankind, are guarded 
by the in^lible and immutable sanction of the 
will of God. This religious servitude is attend- 
ed with some practical disadvantage ; the illi- 
terate legislator has been often misled by his 
own prejudices, and those of his country ; and 
the institutions of the Arabian desert may be 
ill-adapted to the wealth and numbers of Ispa- 
han and Constantinople. On these 'occasions, 
the Cadhi respectfully places on his head the 
holy volume, and substitutes a dexterous inter- 
pretation, more apposite to the principles of 
equity, and the manners and policy of the times. 
. What influence and effect the character o{ 
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Mobamnied had upon the public happiness is the 
last thing to be considered. The Christian and 
Jew allow that he assumed a iaise commission, to 
inculcate a salutaiy, though less perfect, ^- 
trine than their own« As the basis of his religi- 
on, he supposed the truth of the revelations in 
which they believed, and the virtues and miracles 
of their founders* The idols of Arabia were 
broken befoce the thnme of God ; the blood of 
hunum ¥ictima was expiated by prayer, and fast* 
ing,and alms; and his rewards-and punishments 
of a future state, were painted by the images 
most congenial to an ignorant race of people* 
He recommended the practice of the. social vir- 
tues, and checked, by his laws and precepts, the 
thirst of revenge, and the expression of widows 
and orphans. The hostile tribes were united in 
fidth and obedience, and the valour which had 
been idly spent in domestic quarrels, was vigo- 
rously directed against a foreign enemy. Had 
the impulse been less powerful, Arabia, free at 
home, and formidable abroad, might have flou- 
rished under a succession of her native monarchs. 
Her sovereignty was lost by the extent and rapi- 
dity of the conquest. The colonies of the na- 
tion were scattered over the East and West, and 
their blood was mingled with the blood of their 
converts and captives. After the reign of three 
caliphs, the throne was transported from Medi- 
na to the valley of Damascus and the banks of 
the Tigris ; the holy cities were violated by im- 
pious war ; Arabia was ruled by the rod of a 
sublet, perhaps of a stranger ; and the Bedo- 
weens of the desert, awakening from their dream 
of dominion, resumed their old and solitary in- 
dependence* 
Vol. X. F 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Emtdre of the Araba^ tender the CaUfihSj continuedm 

WE have broken the thread of oor narrative, 
in order to give a succinct view of the Mo- 
hammedan religion, which, on account of its 
long establishment and extensive progress over a 
great part of the habitable globe, merits the at- 
tention of the historian. We shall now resume 
the subject. 
. J. Moawiyah II, the son of Yerid, was 
684. proclaimed caliph at Damascus the day 
on which his father died. This young 
prince was of a religious disposition, but of a very 
weak constitution ; fearing lest, through igno- 
rance, he should do wrong, he sought the advice 
of his preceptor, Omar, who told him, that if he 
found himself equal to the duties of the arduous 
post, he ought to accept of the dignity offered 
him, but if not, he ought to decline it. Find- 
ing himself, in a short time, too weak to sustain 
the weight of government, he resolved to relin- 
quish his high station. He made his abdication 
in due form, and the chiefs proceeding to a new 
election, the choice fell upon Merwan, when the 
late monarch made a speech to the following 
effect : " My grandfather, Moawiyah, deprived 
a man more worthy than hdraself of the cali- 
phate ; nor did my father merit that dignity, 
though he obtained it. For my own part, I am 
detennined not to have an account to give of so 
weighty a charge ks the government of the 
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Mussulmen, when I Appear in the presence of 
God ; and therefore will invest the person that 
shall please you best, vrith the authority of ca- 
liph-" 

Moawiyah had no sooner abdicated the go- 
Yemment, than he shut himself up in his chsan* 
ber, from whence he did not remove till he died* 
The interval between his abdication and death 
he spent in religious exercises : he was sur- 
named) by way of ridicule, the " Father of the 
Night," because the state of his health, and his 
natural weakness, did not allow him to appear 
much abroad in the day-time* The house of 
Ommiyah was so exasperated at his abdication, 
that the members of it buried alive his master, 
whom they supposed to have been the person 
that, suggested that resolution : the inscription 
on his seal was, "the world is a cheat.'* He 
left no issue behind him* 
. All the provinces of the Moslem empire, ex- 
cept part of Syria, concurred, soon after the 
death of Yezid, to advance Zobeir to the ca- 
Jiphate, and he caused himself to be inaugu- 
rated at Mecca : the people of that city had 
first declared in his fiivour, and their example 
was immediately followed by the citizens of 
Medina* But the house of Ommiyah, perceiv- 
ing the danger, resolved to stand upon their 
own defence, and proclaimed Merwan, ^ 
who was at the head of them, the lawful ^g. * 
caliph, after the death of Moawiyah II* 
The Moslem empire was, therefore, at this time, 
divided into two BsicUons, and all possible me- 
thods were employed to dispose both parties to 
an accommodation, but without effect* The 
fbrce^ on both sides, commanded by. Mer- 
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vwanand Befaak, found tiiemselves .qbUged to 
come ta a general action. The battle was fougjst 
in the plains of Damascus, and Merwan csone 
9if victorious ; he was, s(y>n after, acknowledg- 
ed as sovereign, and the people every where re- 
newed their oath of fidelity to Merwan* 

Soon after his accession^ Merwan advanced, 
at the head of a considerable army, to the fron- 
tiers of Egypt. His troops quickly possessed 
themselves of that countiy, and obliged the in- 
habitants to take the oath of allegiance. 

In the 65th year of the Hegira the followers of 
Ali'^&embled at Cufa, in oi'der to revenge the 
death of Hosein* For this purpose they sent 
circular letters to their friends, inviting them to 
contribute all in their power to the execution of 
so laudable a design« At the head of thes^ 
Aras Soliman, one of Mohammed^ friends^ coi>- 
sequently a very old man, in great repute for 
-his attachment to religion, but little endowed 
Mdth military virtues. He acted as if zed could 
-supply the place of every other virtue. Under 
his command was formed a species of crusade, 
x:omppsed of pious Mussulmen^ who crowded 
to his standard : their cry was vengeance for 
Hosein, ^id, >like true enthusiats, they were 
"willing to devote themselves to death in the 
cause. ^^ My child," said a father to his weep* 
ing daughter, who conjured him not to leave 
her, " thy father abandons all, to return to God.'* 
The general himself, being impressed with these 
sentiments, inspired his soldiers with the same* 
" It is for the world to come," said he, " and 
not for this, that you fight ; therefore, whatever 
may be the event of the present expedition, you 
may depend hereaf^ on eternal happipess." ' 
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Solitnan cotidcicted them to. Hosein^s tomb, 
where they poured forth the most woful lamen- 
tatioDS) and wished they had died with him* 
When Soliman commanded them to march, thejr 
first threw themselves on the grave, and intreat- 
ed his fbi^veness. All, however, were Hot so 
zealous, some of them even withdrew, which 
their general perceiving, said to his faithful fol- 
lowers : " The Almighty does not approve that 
these deserters should unite themselves to us ; 
it is for our advantage that he separates them, 
therefore praise him and the prophet*" \Vith 
this excess of confidence he led those wretched 
victims to battle, who were aU massacred, ex« 
cept those whose prudence or agility assisted 
them in flight : this was one of the principal 
events of Merwan's reign, whicl) was not of a 
year's continuance* 

Mokhtar, one who had deserted from Soliman's 
standard, assembled the scattered troops, now 
grown wise from misfortune, and with them gain- 
ed considerable success. The remainder of their 
former credulity he turned to his own advantage* 
He caused a portable throne, to which he attri- 
buted extraordinary virtue to be paraded through 
the camp, and carried on a mule in the rear erf" 
his army. " This throne," said he to his troops, 
" will be as useful to you as the ark of the co- 
venant was to the Israelites*" At first they were 
successful, and considered themselves indebted 
for victory to this pageant. Which they worship- 
ped as an idol ; but its virtues soon ceased, and 
a total reverse of fortune ensued : their general 
was slain, and his troops dispersed* From this 
time wandering hordes were formed, destitute 
•f every principle, and loudly expressing their 
F2 
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contempt of all government, both temporal and 
-spiritual : massacre and pionder were their reUr 
gion and their law. One of them, meeting a 
lady of great beauty, seemed inclined to spare 
her — ^**What!" said his associates, "art thoU 
vanqifi^ed by her charms? thou deniest thy 
j^ faith," and instantly struck off his head 

684 ^^ * sabre* Abdalmalec rose superior 
to his rivals, and stKceeded his &ther, 
Merwan. 

In the sixtyHiinth of the He^ra, he marched 
against Zobeir, and appointed Amru govemor 
of Damascus, who, during his absence, seized 
the government for himself, which oUiged the 
caliph to lay aside his intended expedition* 
When AbdfiJmakc arrived at Damascus, seve* 
ral skirmishes happened between his troops and 
Amnios men, but, by the intervention of the 
women, a treaty was concluded, and the public 
tranquillity restored* However, the caliph or- 
dered his competitor to be disarmed, fettered, 
and his fore-teeth beat out. He then went to 
evening prayers, and left the execution of Amru 
to his brother, who refused to be the instrument 
of his death. The caliph returned, and, find- 
ing, to his great surprise, that Amru was still 
alive, ordered him instantly to be slain. Yahya, 
Amru's brother, armed a thousand slaves, said 
attacked the caliph's palace ; they forced open 
the gates, killed several of the guards, and were 
upon the point of entering, when the people 
within tlirew Amru's head among them. This 
so cooled their ardour, that they desisted from 
the attempt, and some money having been dis- 
tributed among them, they retired to their re- 
spective habitations* Their ringleader, Yabya, 
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was condemned td die, wliich punishment wa9> 
however, oommttted for a nuNith's iraprison- 
ment* 

Abdalmalec having now occasion for all his 
forces to reduce Zobeir, in Arabia, and Musab, 
bis brodier, in Irak, to obe<Mence, was not able 
to inarch against the Greeks, who made an in- 
cursion into S3rria, but agreed to pay the Greek 
emperor a certain sum, to induce him to with- 
draw his troops from the Moslem territories. 

Abdabnalec, being resolved to undertake an 
expedition against Musab, put to death Amru's 
prmdpal accomplices. Musab, having received 
intelligence of the caliph's design, prepared 
himself for the event. In the mean dme Ab- 
dalmalec sent letters full of promises to Musab-s 
leading men, and, among the rest, to Ibrahim, 
Musab's lieutenant, who delivered it to his mas- 
ter himself, declaring that he should persist in 
his fidelity, and advised him to behead all those 
whom he had reason to suspect to be in Abdal- 
malec's interest; but Musab not appix>ving of 
this expedient, Ibrahim pressed him to put them 
under an arrest till his own fote was determined ; 
so that if he shouM be defeated by Abdalmalec, 
their heads might be cut off upon the first ar- 
rival of the bad news ; but if he obtained a vic- 
tory, he might make a compliment of them to 
their tribes. As for Abdalmalec, his subjects 
endeavoured to prevail upon him not to expose 
his person to the hazards of war, but to carry 
it on by means of his generals, fearing lest their 
affairs should be embroiled, if any disaster should 
happen, as their government was not yet settled 
upon a solid foundation : but the Syrian caliph, 
thinking himself a better match' for Musab than 
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any of his generals, led hi^ forces into the field. 
-The two armies catne in sight of each other at 
Masken. The troops of Irak, according to 
custom, resolved to desert Musab, rather than 
expose their country to the ravages of a Syrian 
army. Musab, being pressed on all sides, endea- 
voured to prevail upon his son to make his escape 
to Mecca, and acquaint his uncle, Abdallah, 
with the perfidy of Irak ; but he refused to de- 
sert his Either at that perilous conjuncture, de- 
claring that he would not survive him. On the 
contrary, he advised him to retreat first to Basra* 
and afterwards to Mecca, but Musab would not 
hear of the proposal ; he would not even accept 
of quarter offered him by the caliph, but deter- 
mined to die on the field of battle. His son, 
therefore, who wvls resolved not ta forsake him, 
and he, rushing into the midst of the enemy, 
fi>ught like men animated by despair ; and, s^ 
ter having destroyed several Syrians with their 
own hands, were both laid dead upon the spot. 
Musab's head was carried to the caliph, who 
offered the bearer a large reward, which he re- 
fused, saying, that as he had slain Musab to 
gratify his own private resentment, he had no 
title to it. After the battle of Masken, Cufa 
opened its gates to the Syrian caliph. Irak sub- 
mitted, and the people of the provinces came in 
crowds to render him their allegiance. After 
the conclusion of that ceremony, he ordered 
vast sums of mopey to be distributed among 
them, and gave a splendid entertainment to his 
new subjects, to which even the meanest were 
admitted. 

. As Abdalraalec sat at table, the head of Mu- 
sab was brought him. One of the guests, seer 
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ing the head in this same fiiace) said, <^ Here have 
I^seen HoBein*s head presented to ObeidaUah ; 
ObeidaHah's to Mokhtai ; Mokhtai^s to Musab ; 
•and now Musab's to you." Abdabnalec caused 
the castle to be immediately demotished) lest his 
•own should also be carried thither* At the ca- 
liph's repast sat an old man, whose conyeraation 
may give an idea of the simplicity of that pe- 
riod : " What dish do you prefer ?" said the 
prince to him. <^ An ass's head well seasoned and 
roasted," replied the veteran : '^ that is but an 
ordinary dish," said the caliph, ^' what say you 
-to a leg or a shoulder of a sucking lamb, well 
roasted and covered with butter and milk." 
Thus we see that but little variation had taken 
place in the dishes and cookery of these coun- 
tries, where Abraham,* seventeen hundred years 
before, had offered the angels, as a delicacy, a 
roasted calf, with sauce made of milk and 
batter. 

It has been remarked, that, after Hoseinis 
-death, Abdallah had assumed the dignity of 
caliph, which he might have preserved, had he 
consented to reside at Damascus ; but he chose 
•to confine himself to Arabia f his forces were 
very inconsiderable, compared with those of his 
opponent, Abdalmalec, who united the armies 
of Syria, and of other parts of the empire sub- 
ject to his controul. With these numerous bat- 
talions, all commanded by brave generals, the 
Syrian obliged his rival to retreat from post to 
post, till, at length, Mecca was the only place 
remaining to him* 

Here he valiantly defended himself during 
*i^t months. At length he was deserted *by 
almost all bi» friends, ten ^K>usand of the inha* 
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bitants, and even by his two sons. The g^Krai 
of the enemy offered him any terms, upon the 
condition only of his resigning his pretension^ 
and acknowledging the caliph of Damascus 
Although he was then seventy-two years of 
age, his mother, the daughter of Abu Beer, was 
yet alive, whom he consulted on the occasion ; 
but she, not enduring the thought of set;ng her 
son reduced to a private station, exhorted him 
not to survive the loss of his dignity. In the 
last visit he paid her, she observed he wore a 
coat of mail which she advised him to take ofiT, 
that his death might not be lingering. He ex- 
pressed some fears lest his body should be ex- 
posed to the enemy's insults ; to which she re- 
plied, " a dead sheep does not feel when it is 
flayed." After bidding his mother a last &re- 
well, Abdallah rushed into the middle of the 
besiegers, and slew a great number of them, but 
at length received himself a mortal blow. By 
his death, Abdalmalec remained sole caliph, 
which dignity he possessed thirteen yeai*s. Pre-' 
viously to Abdallah's last action, Abdalmalec 
had offered him, if he would subipit, the whple 
public revenues of Khorasan for seven years. 
This proposal so incensed that commander, that 
he forced the caliph's messenger to eat the let- 
ter that he had brought. 

Abdalmalec had a general named Hejaj, to 
whom he gave the government of Irak ; the in- 
habitants of which had formerly deserted Ho- 
sein, and had not proved more faithful to Ab- 
dallah. On Hejaj's arrival at Cufa, their capi- 
tal, they crowded round him :— ." Your curio- 
sity," said he, "shall soon be gratified, you 
shall know me before it is long ;" he then as- 
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cetfded the pulpit of the mosque, harangued 
them m veiy severe terms on their former insur- 
Kctkms, and swore that he would not pardon one 
that should be gaihy in future* After a pause, 
casting bis fiery eyes round on the audience, he 
exclaimed) what numbers of heads do I behold 
ready to be struck off I what quantities of tur* 
bans and beards bathed in blood I Hejaj was at« 
tended by twelve thousand soldiers capable of 
putting his threats into execution* 

Those who had any hand in the murder of Oth- 
man were the principal objects of his ftiry, both 
at Cufe and Basra* To give the Basrans a taste 
of his discipline, he caused one of them, who 
had been informed against as a rebel, to be be- 
headed on the spot* In shcnl, his conduct so ex- 
asperated the people of Irak, that they formed 
an insurrection against him ; but, having defeat- 
ed them in a pitched battle, and beheaded their 
leaders, he returned to Basra* 

In the seventy-sixth year of the Hegira^ Saleh 
and ShelHb took up arms against tihe caliph* 
They had both been on a pilgrimage at Mecca^ 
the preceding year, when Abdalmalec was there^ 
and formed a conspiracy against him. The 
caliph, apprised of this, ordered Hejaj to seize 
them, but they eluded his vigilance, and made 
their escape* Saleh remained secure a month 
at Cufa, and concerted the most proper mea- 
sures with his friends to carry his design into 
execution* That branch of the Kharijites that 
followed him, went under the name of Safrians, 
and appeared now, for the first time, in arms. 
Saleh was a man much- given to devotion, and 
had many followers in Mawsel and Mesopota- 
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mia, to whom he frequently read and expound- 
ed the Koran* 

Once, while he was haranguing his followers^ 
in order to inspire them with sentiments of ab* 
horrence^ both of the caliph and Hejaj, he re^- 
reived a letter from Shebib, complaining of his 
negligence* Saleh, in his answer, assured him 
thcU: he was waiting only for his ariival, in order 
to enter upon action. This intimation rousing 
Shebib, he immediately joined Saleh at Daras, 
in Mesopotamia, of which Mohammed Ebn 
Merwan was at that time governor* After this 
junction, they seized some of Mohammed's 
horses, upon which they mounted their infantry* 
The governor, despising their numbei^s, ordered 
Adi to march against them. He advanced to 
Daras, where the Safrians had posted them- 
selves, but having no inclination to fight, not- 
withstanding the superiority of his numbers, he 
gave Saleh to understand, that if he would quit 
Mesopotamia, and invade some other province, 
he would not oppose him. This proposal Saleh 
rejected, unless Adi would declare himself to 
be of the same religious and political sentiments 
with the Safrians, who acknowledged him their 
chief. To this Adi would not agree, and soon 
after, not being sufficiently upon his guard, he 
was surprised by his enemy, who attacked him 
while he was saying the noon prayers, defeated 
him, and made themselves masters of his camp. 
Mohammed, receiving advice of this defeat, or- 
dered two of his generals, with three thousand 
men, to advance against the Separatists, who 
coming up with them near Amida, a fierce con- 
fUct ensued. The rebels behaved with, great 
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brayery, and defended themselves with imparal- 
leled intretndity, till the approach of night put 
an end to the action ; thoug^h, finding themselves 
unable to oppose the caliph's forces, they soon 
after retired, with great precipitation, to Mawsel, 
and from thence to Descara. 

Hejaj, having been informed that the Safrians 
under the command of Saleh and Shebib had 
taken post to Dsunascus, sent Al Hareth to drive 
them fi'om thence with a body of five thousand 
men. The two armies faced each other at a 
Uttle village upon the Tigris, where they en- 
gaged ; Saleh was killed on the spot, but Shebib 
made his retreat in good order to a neighbour- 
ii^ castle ; from thence he made a sally upon 
the enemy, wounded the general himself, and ^ 
dispersed the most considerable part of the army. 
By this victory Shebib animated his friends, and 
became terrible to Hejaj, who wrote to the ca- 
liph for a reinforcement, in order to enable him 
to extirpate the Safrians under the command of 
Shebib* After he had been joined by these suc^ 
cours, he engaged Shebib in the plains of Cufa, 
and entirely defeated him. Although Shebib 
had several times repulsed the caliph's forces, 
be was at last put to flight, and his horse, by 
accident, threw him into the river. The first 
time he emerged, he said, ^' when God decrees 
a thing, it is done ;" and the second, ^' this is 
the decree of the Almighty;" upon which the 
Safriaiis, being struck with terror, cried out, 
" the emperor of the faithful is drowned." His 
body being drawn up with a net, they cut off. 
his headi. and sent it to Hejaj, who was greatly 
delighted at the sight of it. 

Vol. X. G 
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The Mussulman soon after invaded Africa 
witli a very considerable force ; made themselves 
masters of Carthage, and overran the whole 
country, which, in the earlier ages, was subject 
to that city ; but they were soon expelled by John, 
the patrician, a man of great valour and experi- 
ence, whom the emperor had sent against them. 
The Arabs, to repair the great losses they had 
sustained, equipped another fleet, and, returning 
to Africa, obliged John to fly to the sea-coast, 
where he embarked with the troops under his 
command for Constantinople. 

In the 80th year of the Heg^ra, the caliph 
sent a general, called Mohammed, with a pow- 
erful army into Persia. About the same time, 
Heraclius, one of Tiberius's generals, taking 
advantage of the divisions that now reigned 
amongst the Arabs, penetrated into Syria, deso- 
lated the adjacent territory, and put to the sword 
about two hundred thousand of the enemy. 

Hejaj built a city upon the Tigris, which he 
called Waset. The name signifies the middle^ in 
the Arabic language, because this city stood in 
the midway between Basra and Cufa. About 
this time the nobility of Armenia drove the Arabs 
out of their country, and sent to Tiberius for as- 
sistance. In the mean time, Mohammed, one 
of the caliph's generals, entering Armenia with 
a powerful army, recovered that province ; and, 
having got the authors of the revolt into his 
hands, burnt them all alive. Encouraged by 
this success, the Mussulmen invaded Cilicia, and 
were, to the number often thoiisand, either cut 
in pieces by Heraclius, or taken prisoners and 
sent in chains to Constantinople. In the following 
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year, Abdalmalec departed thb life ; bis . ^ 
son Al Walid was proclsomed cali^^ the .' ' 
same day his &ther died* He is said to 
have adorned the Temple of Jerusalem witJi 
some additional buildings, soon after his acces* 
sioi^ ;^and to have ordered his subjects to go on 
a pilgrimage thither. This caliph, also rebuilt 
the Temple of Medina, where Mohammed and 
the first caliphs lay interred; it was a much 
more superb and magnificent structure than the 
former ; and, in order to render it more grand, 
^Al Walid ordered the houses destined for the 
habitations of the prophet's wives to be demo- 
lished. This gave great offence to the inhabi- 
tants of Medina. WaHd caused a most &mous 
mosque to be built at Damascus, to which he 
join^ the superb church of St. John the Baptist, 
that had been enriched with many invaluable or- 
naments by the Greek emperors* Many other 
towns he adorned with mosques, and was the 
first who foimded an hospital for the sick; and 
built caravansaries, or inns, for the traveller and 
the stranger. 

As a recompence for his services, Al. Walid 
permitted Hejaj.to settle in a small .principality 
of Persia, where he lived as sovereign, and died 
peaceably at the age of fifty-five, although he 
had exterminated one hundred and twenty thou- 
sand people by the swoM, and suffered eighty 
thousand to perish in prison, without reckoning 
the victims sacrificed in war, during twenty years 
l^t he commanded the armies, and governed the 
disaffected provinces with a rod of iron. At- 
tempting once to justify his conduct, he made 
use of the following terms : ^ God has given me 
the power over you^ and though I use it with 
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^eyeritf, do not flatter yourselves that when I 
am dead) you will escape chastisement ; for God 
has a multitude of servants ; and, after my 
death, he will send you one who will execute his 
orders respecting you, perhaps, with more rigout 
than I do. Would you have the prince mild 
and gentle, follow the dictates of justice, and 
obey his commands ; your own conduct will be 
the principle and the cause of either the good or 
bad treatment that you receive from him. The 
sovereign and his lieutenant may be aptly com* 
pared to a looking-glass : — all that appears in 
this glass is but the reflexion and iniage of the 
objects placed before it." 

Walking one day in the country, he met atv 
Arab of the desert, and asked him " Who is thif 
Hejaj they talk so much about ? " A very wicked 
man," replied the Arab. " Dost thou know 
Jne ?" resumed the governor. " No." " Well, 
I am that Hejaj, of whom thou speakest so 
harshly." W^ithout betraying the smallest emo* 
tion, the Arab rejoined, ^ Do you know who I 
aiti ?" « No." « WeU, I belong to the family 
' of Zobeir, whose descendants have a fit of insa- 
nity three days in the year, and this is one of 
them." 

Hejaj admired the ingenious evasion, and 
commended the Arab's presence of mind. Hav- 
ing condemned some officers to suffer death, one 
among the number petitioned Hejaj to grant him 
his life, on the plea of his having some time be<* 
fore reproved a man for speaking ill of him. 
** Have you any witness ?" said the governor ; 
«I have," replied the captive immediately, 
naming an officer present, also under sentence of 
death. The latter declared it was a fact. << And 
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why," condnued Hejuj, "did not you, as well 
as your comrade, prevent their de&mifi^ me ?" 
<.< Because," answered this intrepid man, "you 
are my enemy." He extended his panion to 
them both. 

Once he missed his way as he was himting^ 
and found himself in the midst of an herd of ca« 
mels, whose owner was leading them to pasture; 
the animals were startled, and the Arab, in a 
passion, asked, " What fellow is this in fine 
clothes come into the desert to scare my camels? ' 
May God's curse light upon him.'* Hejaj beg- 
ged his pardon, and asked him for a little water. 
" Dismount," said the clown rudely, " and draw 
«ome for yourself." The governor enquired 
what he thought of the emperor ; the Arab he* 
sitated a moment, and then did not conceal that 
he thought him a very bad prince. " Why ?" 
^d Hejaj* " Because he has sent us for a go* 
vemor the most uncked man upon earth." 
Scarcely had he spoken when the governor's 
guard appeared ; the Ai^b was commanded to 
attend Uiem. The following day, Hejaj invited 
them to dinner ; the company ate and conversed^ 
Hejaj introduced Uie adv^tures of the preceding 
day,, when the Arab interrupted him, saying, 
" God prosper you in all things ; but, respecting 
Ihe secret of yesterday, take care you do not di- 
vulge it to«day«" " I will not," ref^d he, " on 
this condition : either that thou remain in my 
service, or that I send thee to the emperor^ in« 
forming him, at the same time, thy opimon of 
him." " There is a third way much preferable 
to eitiierof these," returned the Arab. " What 
is it 2" " To order me to return home, and m9iy 
G2 
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we never meet again." Hejaj^permitted him to 
depart, and made him a handsome present* 

Nor must we omit another yery ingenious re* 
ply made by Kumeil, whom Hejaj accused of 
having loaded him with the following impreca- 
tions : <' May God blacken his visage ; may his 
throat be cut and his blood shed." << It is very 
true," answered I^umeil : ^' I did say all this in 
the garden :— >I was standing undier a vine, look- 
ing at some bunches of grapes that were not yet 
ripe, and I wished them to turn black, thatthey- 
might be cut down and made into wine." Thi^ 
explanation saved his life. The same good for- 
tune did not attend his astrologer ; who bluntly 
foretold Hejaj's death ; adding some proofs to 
the prediction. '' Well," said he, ^' since you 
are so clever, I may want your services in the 
other world ; therefore^ you shall set oiF befort 
me." He sent him there in reality. 

In the course of the 95th year>of the Hegira, 
Walid banished Al Abbas fix>m Damascus to 
Honein, where he begot twenty sons. The ca- 
liph also ordered him to receive seventy stripes 
for meditating the murder of Salit. The Arabs 
gained, this year, a complete victory over the 
Goths in Spain, which paved the way to the ab- 
solute conquest of most of the provinces of that 
kingdom. 

Roderic being informed, that the Mussulmen 
had landed a powerful army in Spain, and made 
terrible havoc in several parts of his dominions, 
assembled his whole force, and resolved to bring 
the enemy to a general action, in order to deter- 
mine his &te, as well as that of his subjects* ~ 
Coming up with them, he attacked them with 
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toch bravely, that, notwithstanding the Goths 
had been enervated by a long peace, the victory 
hung in suspense for eight whole days. The 
king himself, dressed in his royal robes, with a 
gc^den crown upon his head, appeared, in an 
ivory chariot, at the head of his army, and so 
animated his troops, that they performed won- 
ders ; though, at length, the enemy, having re- 
ceived new accessions to their strength, forced 
them to a precipitate flight. The Arabs pursued 
the flying Goths with so much ardour, that the 
greatest part of them were killed, either in battle 
or the pursuit. Most of the Gothic nobility Were 
slain ; and it is not certainly known whether Ro- 
deric survived the destruction of his army. The 
ensigns of royalty and his horse were found in a 
miry place, though the enemy sought for his 
body in vain. The Arabs this year, were like- 
wise formidable in the eastern parts of the world. 

In the next year, Al Walid's governor of Egypt 
died at Mesr, where he had erected a large and 
stately mosque. Walid himself alsodied this year, 
and wasburied at Damascus. He is said to have 
married sixty*three vrives, the greatest part of 
whom he divorced. He expended large sums 
of money upon public buildings at Damascus, 
Jerusalem, and Medina. The inscription of his 
seal was " O, Al Walid, you are to die, and 
give an account of your actions." 

Walid was succeeded by his brother So- ^ ^ 
Hman, a very merciful prince, suniamed y'' 
**• The Key of Goodness." He redressed 
the grievances complained of before his accession ; 
encouraged trade ; and released all the prisoners 
ki his extensive dominions, except such as had 
been confined for capital crimes. Constantinople 
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was attacked in his reign ; and, in the space of a 
single year, the time which the siege lasted, thirty 
thousand people died of a &mine, and nearly an 
equal number of the plague : but, on the other 
hand, scarcely an Arab returned home to tell 
the dismal tale. The same year Soliman depart^ 
ed this life, to the inexpressible regret of his sub- 
jects. He was mild and merciful, and a great 
lover of women. He died, according to some, 
of a pain in his side ; according to others, by poi- 
son ; but, with greater probability, of an indi- 
gestion, as he is said, by Arab writers, to have 
eaten not less than one hundred weight of meat 
every day. 

^ jy In obedience to Soliman's vdll, Omar 
^'^3* XL was proclaimed caliph the day oo 
which his predecessor died. He sup- 
pressed the solemn malediction pronounced by 
the caliphs of the house of Ommiyah, against the 
name of Ali and all his family. On this, the 
bigots exclaimed, ^' The £sdth is in danger; the 
faith is destroyed." He, nevertheless, abolbhed 
the practice! which served as a signal of schism 
among the Mohammedans, to perpetuate the an- 
tipathy they vowed each other. As soon as Omar 
was saluted caliph, the finest horses were brought 
, him out of his predecessor's stables, all which 
he refused ; and, mounting the horse he usually 
rode when a private perscm, he went directly ti» 
his own house, being unwilling to incommode 
his predecessor's family, which then resided in 
the palace : nor could he be prevailed upon to 
take possession of any of the apartments assigned 
him as caliph, till Soliman's domestics and re- 
lations, abashed by his superior modesty, had 
Withdrawn themselves. 
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A$ a ferther instance of this Caliph's great hu- 
mility, it has been obsenred, that Mdien he was id- 
sited in his last sickness by one of his generals, 
he was reposing himself upon a bed of palm 
leaves, supported by a pillow made of the skins 
of beasts, and covered with a common garment. 
His lips appeared of a livid cok>ur, and he had 
on a dirty shirt. The general could not forbear 
blaming his sister Fatima, who was Omar's wife^ 
for suffering the emperor of the faithful to be ex- 
Mbited to any person's view in so mean and sor- 
did a condition : but in order to justify her own 
conduct on this occasion, she declared that th« 
caliph had not another shirt to put on. 

In his disposition, Omar was extremely just» 
religious, 'and devout, and had fixed his mind, 
fix)m his infancy, entirely upon the other world* 
After his death, the house to which ht used 
frequently to retire, being then shut up, was 
c^ned : the Arabs hoping to discover a consi- 
derable treasure in it, but they were disap^ 
pointed. 

Yezid II. was saluted Caliph the same j^ 
day that his predecessor died. Little is ^^^^ ' 
said of this prince, except that he built su- 
perb mosques, and was a persecutor of Christi- 
ans ; he even forbade a Christian to be admitted 
aa evidence against a Mussulman. Historians 
assert that he commanded his subjects to exter- 
minate white dogs, white pigeons, and, in shorti , 
ell other animals of the same colour : this de- 
cree was issued A. D. 725. 

Yezid was much addicted to pleasure ; he was 
passionately fond of a singing girl, named Haba- 
Wh, to whom he threw a Iw^ grape at an en^ 
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^ tertainmenty with which she, attempting^ 
724. ^ sfwallow it, was unfortimately choked ; 
and he shortly after died of grief for her 
loss. Hesham succeeded his brother in the year 
of the Hegira 105. There is nothing of great 
importance known of this caliph ; he was, how« 
ever, in all things the reverse of his relation 
Omar II. Omar, at his death, scarcely possessed 
a single shirt. Hesham left ten thousand, besides 
seven hundred coffers filled with habiliments of 
every kind. During this reign, the Arabs conti- 
nued their conquests. They overran the provin* 
ces of the eastern and ^western empires. From . 
Africa they spread through Spain, and passed 
from thence into Gaul, forming a dyke against 
the Turks, who poured in torrents from the 
shores of the Caspian sea, to divide with the Arabs 
the rich and fertile countries they had invaded. 

-^ Hesham was succeeded by Walid IL 
^]^. * the son of Ye^d, his brother, who was 
proclaimed caliph the day his uncle died* 
He had been treated with great kindness by He* 
sham, till he had totafly abandoned himself to a 
most dissolute mode of life, which induced his 
uncle to alter the whole course of his conduct to« 
wards him. Al Walid, upon that account, retired 
with his friends and domestics to Azra^ where he 
not only behaved in an irreproachable, but even 
an exemplary manner. At his uncle's death, he 
hastened to Damascus, where he soon relapsed 
into his former excesses, and gave himself up to 
all sorts of debaucheries^ He distributed his un- 
cle's treasures with a profuse hand. Hesham 
had locked up his provisions and apparel in 
chests, the keys of which he kept himself, and so 
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effectually concealed, that, at his death, noterea 
a sheet could be found to wrap his body in* 
Wafid opened all, divided these hoards among 
the poor of Damascus, and presented the ladies 
of the city with a vast quantity of perfume and 
magnificent dresses, which gained him the af- 
fections of the people, though his vices soon dis* 
gusted them, and general discontent ripened into 
sedition. He reminded them of his genero- 
sity, and his attention, in never augmenting 
the taxes ; to which they replied, ** We grant you 
these good qualities, but they are suipassed by 
your vices." He was deposed and massacred^ 
after a reign of fifteen months. 
' Yead HI. the son of Walid the fiVst, ^ ^ 
succeeded to the throne. He was sur- -* * 
named, by way of derision " the son of the 
Diminisher,'' because he found himself obliged, 
by the emptiness of his coffers to diminish the 
pay that had been allowed the soldiery by the 
caliphs. He died of the plague six months af* 
ter he ascended the throne, and his funeral ser- 
vice was performed by his brother Ibrahim, who 
succeeded him, but who was deposed after a 
reign of three months. 

Merwan II. was elected caliph, who, -^ 
on account of his undaunted courage, y' 
was stiled the Warlike Ass : the asses of 
that country being remarkable for their unpar- 
alleled fortitude and intrepidity. 

The people of Hems revolted against Merwan, 
who opposed them at the head of a powerful 
army. He defeated them in a pitched battle, put 
a great number to the sword, and affixed to 
crosses erected for that purpose, the bodies of 
about six hundred of those who had been most 
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active in the rebellion. The people of Damascus, 
of Basra and Cufa, followed the example of the. 
citizens of Hems, and met with the same fate. 

Notwithstanding the success that Merwan had 
hitherto met with, in rendering all his enemy's 
designs abortive, the partisans of the house of 
Al Abbas began to grow powerful in some of 
the provinces of the empire. Merwan removed 
his treasures into his armoury, thereby shewing 
a distrust of the inhabitants of Damascus, which 
alienated the minds of the Syrians ; but he conti- 
nued to support himself, by the aid of his other 
troops. Ibrahim, pne of his opponents, fell into 
his power ; he cast him into prison, in which he 
died by poison. Merwan himself was at length 
compelled to flee into Egypt ; where, having ta- 
ken refuge in a mosque, he was slain at the age 
of sixty, and Abul Abbas, his chief opponent, 
was acknowledged caliph in his stead. 



CHAPTER V. 



Mntfnre of the Arabs continued^ under the CoHfihs 
of the Family of jU Abbas. 



■ITTHEN Abul Abbas Al Saffah came 
^^ to the throne, he exercised the '^ 
most shocldng cruelties upon the mem- 
bers of the iiouse of 'Ommiyah ; but, notwith- 
standing, one escaped, whose descendant assum- 
ed the title of Caliph in Spain. Though, on 
most other occasions, this caliph was considered 
as mild and humane, yet he shewed no pity to 
those whose pretensions to the throne interfered 
with his own. When h^ had freed himself from 
all his competitors, and was, as he thought, on 
the point of enjoying uninterrupted happiness, 
he died of the small-pox, after a reign of nearly 
five years. He had a tender regard for the fami- 
ly of Mohammed^ and was reckoned a prince of 
pious sentiments. 

Upon the death of Al Saffah, his bro- . ^ 
ther, Al Mansur, was proclaimed caliph. -^^^ * 
The most celebrated events of his reign 
are his expedition against the Turks, whom he 
drove out of Armenia, and the conquest of Cili- 
cia and Cappadocia ; but he lost his influence in 
Spain, where Abdulraahman rendered himself as 
famous by the magnificent edifices, as Almansar 
did, in Asia, by the building of Bagdad. 

The spot on which Bagdad stands was a fine 
verdant |dain, and had nothing upon it but the 
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cell of a Christian monk, called Bagdad ; and 
from him the new city received its name* This 
fiimous capital of the Mohammedan empire was 
finished in the hundred and forty-ninth year of 
the Hegira ; it was then perfectly inclosed by a 
double wall, and flailed with a considerabte mua- 
ber of towers ; the caliph stiled his new metro- 
polis ^ the City of Peace," either in allu»on to 
Jerusalem, or because, at the time when it was 
finished, sdl the commotions in his empire had 
subsided, and almost every nation in Asia had 
submitted, or was become his tributary, and bis 
subjects now enjoyed the sweets of peace, with- 
out the kast interruptioii* 

In the next year, Abu Ham&, the founder of 
the first of the four sects of the Sonnites, died ia 
prison at Bagdad, where he had been con&ied 
for refusing to be made a judge ^ chusmg rather, 
as he said, to be pumahed by them than by God» 
^Being asked why he declined the office, he repfi* 
ed, ^^ If I speak the truth, I am unfit ; but, if 
I tell a lie, a liar is not fit to be a judge." It is 
said he read over the Koran sevea thousand 
times, while he was in prison. 

Soon after Al Mansur had fixed his residence 
at Bagdad, a famous Christian physician was 
brought to court, in CHxler to cure the caliph of a 
want of appetite and indigestion. The physici- 
an, attended by his pupil, being introduced to the 
caliph, discoursed with him both in Persic and 
Arabic, with the greatest fiuency and elegance ; 
assuring him, at the same time, that, with the 
divine assistance, he could cure him* The car- 
liph, charmed with his manners, (xxiered ^a 
sumptuous and costly vesture to be put upon 
him, aasigoed him one of the best apartments in 



lUs palfloe^ and caused him to be treated -with 
the greatest respect. The {^^skian ha?ing ef> 
fected a cure, Al Manmir a^ed him one day if 
he was married ? He replied that he had a wife, 
who was extremely infirm, and not able to rise 
from her seat. Upon dus intimation, the caliph 
ordered him a magnificent present, with three 
beautifii! Greek ^rls, which, however, he returned 
without any hesitation, declaring that it was not 
kwfid lor a Christian to hare more than one wife 
at a time. This declaration excited Al Man- 
sur's astonishment ; he dismissed htm with un- 
cc»nmon expressionft of esteem, and afterwards 
heaped fevours upon him with greAt proliision. 

Some time after, the physician himself was ta^i 
ken extremely ill, and asked the Caliph's permis- 
sion to return home, to see his son and femily, 
and to be buried with his brothers, in case it 
should please God to put a period to his days. 
Ahnansur denred him to embrace M<^iamme- 
dism, and, in that case, promised him a certain 
admission into paradise after his death. To 
ftis he rejdied, ^ O emperor of the faitbftd, I 
am determined to go to the place where my an- 
cestors reside in the other world, whether it be 
paradise or hell.*' This reply excited the ca- 
liph's laughter, who thereupon said : <^ But since 
you hare been with me, I have been free from 
the maladies with which I was before afflicted, 
bow, therefore, can I part with you ?" The jAy- 
sician promised to leare behind him his pupili 
and to this the caliph agreeing, dismissed his 
friend with a magnificent present, and sent an 
eunuch with him, either to conduct him to his 
relations, or in case of his death to convey his 
body to them. However^ he arrived at home 
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safe under tlie eunuch's conduct. Isa, his pupils 
soon after his advancement, began to grow con- 
tentious, and was in the end discharged from 
the caliph's service, with a severe reproof. 

In the 157th year of the Hegira, a fa- 

yy^' mine made terrible havoc in every part 

of Mesopotamia, which swept away the 

greatest part of the inhabitants in that provincet 

while Masa, the caliph's governor, treated the 

Christians with the utmost rigour and severity* 

The following year Almansur set out from 
Bagdad, to perform the pilgrimage to Mecca, 
but he was taken so ill on the road, that he sent 
for his son Al Mohdi, who attended him on his 
pilgrimage, to take his final leave of him. <^ I 
advise you," said he, ^< to conduct yourself to-' 
wards your relatives in public, with the utmost 
attention, because it will reflect honour and fame 
on yourself^ Increase the number of your free- 
men, and treat them with kindness, as they will 
be of great service to you, in time of adversity. 
Enlarge not that part of your capital erected on 
the eastern parts of the Tigris, as you will never 
be able to finish it. Never permit your wo- 
men to interfere in state affairs. These are my 
last commands ; but, alas I I believe you will not 
attend to them I they contain my dying wishes : 
and to God I recommend you." Then he 
took his leave of him, while they were both drown- 
ed in tears. Al Mansur continued his journeys 
though he grew worse and worse, till he expired 
in his 64th year. He was carried to Mecca, where, 
after an hundred graves had been dug, that his 
sepulchre might be concealed, he was interred. 
j^ D, Al Mansur had made a very splendid 

775. pilgrimage to Mecca, but Al Mohdi's vi- 



vHbeir the caliphs. ft 

iit >ta thftt dty was accompanied witheTaryre^ 
finemeBt ei hixurious delicacy. The camelt 
were loaded with mow, not only scifficient for Hie 
i^f«siiiii^ of the piffty through the burning 
deserts of Arabia, but to preserve the fivits he 
hod carried with Imn, «id to cool his fiquors, 
during his residence at Mecca % the greater paK 
of whose inhabitants were strangers to snow* 
An Arab presented him with^ one of Moham* 
med's slippers, which he graciously received. 
** I do not believe," said he to his courtiers, 
^ that the prc^het ever saw the sUpper, but had 
* I refused to accept it, the people would have 
^ thought I de^ttsed it, and have been offended*" 
He distributed considerable sums in tibe temple 
in idms ; he restored what his fether had extort- 
ed irnxn his subjects ; rdeased a great number 
of prisoners, and attended to the duties of his sta« 
lion with constderabie diligence and amplication. 
Kiving one day, by way of reprimand, said to an 
officer, ^ How long will you be guilty of these 
faidts ?" To which the other replied, « As long as 
it shall please God to preserve your Ufe for our 
good, so long shall we commit faults, and your 
clemency wiH pardon them." 

During this reign, a man named AI Mokanna 
set up for a prc^het ; he was extremely deformed^ 
and had lost an eye. To conceal this last d^ect, 
he constantly wore a veil, which he said was to 
prevent those who looked at him, from being 
dazried by the splendour of his countenance. He 
was a juggler as well as a prophet, and, among' 
his other tricks, he caused the appearance of a 
moon to rise every night from the bottom of a 
well, which gained him the appellation of the 
3miyv4mk€r. He attached to himself so large %. 
H2 
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number of disciples, thai Al Mohdi was at lengCh 
obliged to send an army against them* Mokan* 
na, Bunding himself shut up in a citadel, without 
hope of relief^ poisoned his associates, burnt their 
remains, and threw himself into the fire. Hi^ 
proselytes, however, did not despair; for he 
promised that his soul should transmigrate into 
the body of a grey-headed old man, when he 
would return, and make them masters of the 
whole earth* 

Al Mohdi persecuted with unceasing rancour 
all sectaries and heretics* In his reign an apo« 
thecar)', named Isa, set up for a physician. One 
of his ^Tourite wives, being indisposed, sent a 
femak slave to consult him on her behalf but 
without mendoning her name. The slave pre- 
sented the urine, saying, it was that of a pocM* 
woman, who stood greatly in need of his assist- 
ance. ^^ A poor woman," ssdd he, << no, this 
came from an illustrious princess, who is with 
child of a king." The slave reported this de- 
claration to her mistress, who sent a ms^ificent 
present to the physician, with promises of a still 
greater, should lus prediction prove true. The 
princess was brought to bed of a son, when she 
communicated the whole affair to the caliph, who 
was so well pleased with it, that he sent for. 
the physician, and heaped upon him many &- 
vours. 

Al Mohdi is represented by Arab writers as 
a religious and devout prince ; he was extremely 
beloved by his subjects on account of his impar- 
tial administration of justice, and the aversion 
he always discovered to the effusion of human 
blood. Being once at the mosque at Cu£s^ and . 
at the point of beginning public prayers, one of 
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the l<yw€st of the people aaid to him, ^ I have not 
I yet performed the atdutiony and fet I would 

\ join with you in the public pn^ers :" upon this 

the caliph stopped in the middle of the mosque, 
till the Arab had washed and purified himself 
in a proper nuoiner* Being one day engaged 
in a hunting match, and pressed with hunger 
and thirst, 1^ betook himself to an Arab's t^t, 
in order to meet with s(»ne refreshment. Th« 
poor man brought out his coarse, brown bread 
«id a pot of milk, to the caliph, and then 
fetched him a jug of wine. Al Mohdi, having 
drank a good dra\]^ht, asked the Arab if he 
knew him ? <^ No," said the liost : '< I am one 
of the principal noblemen of the caliph's court." 
He then drank a second draught, and repeated 
the s^me question, " Do you know me ?"— 
^' You have just now informed me," answered 
the Arab. Al Mohdi replied, ^ I am a much 
greater person than I made you believe." At 
a third draught he avowed himself to be the ca- 
lil^ ; upon which the Arab carried off the pitch- 
m*, and would not suffer him to drink any more 
wine. Al Mohdi, surprised at his behaviour, 
a^ed him why he took away his wine ? The 
Arab replied, ^^ Because I am afraid that, if you 
take a fourth draught, you will- tell me you are 
the prophet Mohammed ; and if, by chance, a 
fifUi, that you are God Almighty himself." 
This gentle rebuke so pleased the caliph, that 
he co^d not forbear -laughing, and, being soon 
rejoined by his pe(^e, he ordered a purse of 
silver and a fiiM vest to be given to the poor 
man, who had entertained him in so hospitable a 
manner. The Arab, in a transport of joy for 
the good fortune he had met with, exclaimed. 
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« I shall henceforth take y«i for wbot you pno 
tend to be> even though you should make ymirsdf 
two or three tiiaes more considerahle than you 
hflure done."' 

. Al Mohdi's death was oceaikiBed by a mis- 
fake ; one of his wive% being jeidoiia of his^ fa» 
iroiuite^ gave her a poisoned pear, which she 
thought worthy the caliph's acceptance, and pre- 
acfited it to him, vhhoot suspecting its perni* 
doits quaiity. The emperor ^lad scareely eaten 
it, b^we he was attacked with excrudattn(( 
pains, and, shortly after, expired. 

^ ^ He was succeeded by his son Mtma, 

yiS^, * who, after his lather's example, perse- 
cuted the sectaries, and did not even spare 
those of lus own fsimily. Pilgrimages, aUu* 
tions, and prostrations, were turned by them in* 
to ridicuk ; for which reason the caliphs were 
more pmncbial in the observance of their several 
dudes than before* 

In the 1 70th year of the Hegira, Musa, find- 
ing himself firmly settled upon the throne, fonQ- 
ed a design to exclude his brother. At Rashid, 
feotn the succession, wil^ a view of advancing 
hb own son ; but Yahya, a person of great repu- 
tation, and who filled the important office of 
visir, endeavoured to persuade him from carry- 
ing such a design into execution. The otliph 
pretended to be convinced by his reasoning ; 
while, at the same time, he gave private orders 
feo Harthamsdi to kill both his brother and the 
visir. For that purpose he kept hhn one night 
concealed in his palace, but, about midnight, 
Harthamah heard ^e vmce of the caliph's mo- 
dier calling him, and bidding him come and be- 
in^ Musa dead upon his bed. That prince was 
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said to have died suddenly of a fit of coughs 
ing. He was buried near the spot in which he 
died, and his brother, Al Rashid, performed 
the funeral service over him, and succeeded to 
the throne* 

Yahya, being informed of Musa's death, -^ 
csune immediately to Al Rashid to ac- 'g^ ' 
quaint him with the news, and, before his * - 
departure, anotherof the caliph's friends arrived 
to congratulate him upon the birth of a son ; 
so that the same night was remarkable for the 
death of one caliph, the accession of another, 
and the birth of a third. 

Al Rashid appointed his son, Al Amin, his 
successor in the empire, and, aftev him, settled 
the right of succes6i(»i upon Al Mamun* The 
next year, the Arabs made an irruption into the 
territories of the Greek emperor, and defeated 
the Christian army sent by that prince to oppose 
them. Diogenes, an imperial officer of great 
merit and bravery, together with several other 
o&mmanders, and a vast number of soldiers, 
perished in the action. In the following year, 
the caliph sent Al Hashemi into Egypt, to pre* 
side over the government of that country. About 
the same time, Saa&r being taken extremely ill, 
the caliph sent his own physician to attend him, 
who having wrought a cure, Jaafar chose the 
doctor's son, Gabriel,' for his own physician* 
Soon after, Gabriel cured the caliph's &vourite 
Sultana, in a very singular manner. She had 
suddenly lost the use of her hand, and every 
remedy was tried to remove the infirmity, with- 
out efiiect. Gabriel, who was already in h^h 
repute for difficult cases, was aj^ied to. He 
requested the caliph to desire the lady to attend 
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Ms kveef which being done, he approached her^ 
and began, before die whole circuit of cour* 
tierB, to take off her clothes. This freedom- 
threw her into such confusion, that she made a 
violent effort, with her whole force, to prevent 
him, and seized upon her garment with the part 
affected. Upon which, turning to the sovereigfii 
he exclaimed, ^ Emperor of the fisdthlul, She is 
cured i" Which proved to be the case. Al Ras- 
hid was so pleased with tiie event, that he made 
Gabriel a present of five hundred pieces of mo* 
ney, and ever afterward honouned him with 
his esteem. 

In the course of the f 79th year of the Hegira, 
Al Rashid consulted all the principal doctors 
of the law of Bagdad, to know whedier he was 
obliged to undertake a journey on foot to Mecca, 
in consequence of a vow he had formerly made. 
That prince being in great (fistress, and even 
almost overwhelmed with the afflictions he 
found himself obliged to sustain, in the reign of 
his brother, vowed to perform a pilgrimage to 
Mecca on foot, if it should please God ever to 
deliver him out of those troutiles. However, 
after his own elevation to the throne, many ai 
his courtiers lembnstrated with him, assuring 
hiih that he was under no obligation to visit the 
Caaba in the manner he proposed ; but tlie doc« 
tors of the law, being aj^lied to, unanimously 
were of opinion, that his former vow was obH* 
gatory. He set out, therefore, from Bagdad to 
Mecca, went thither, and returned to his capM 
on foot ; a pilgrimage that was never after per- 
formed in the same manner, by any future ca* 
liph. \V>B are told, however, that the roads 
through which he passed were covered with rich 
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laUe price. 

la the 190th year of the Hegira, Al Rashid 
marched into the imperial provinces with aa 
army of one hundred and Uiirty-five thousand 
m&a» He first laid siege to Heracleai took it» 
«id reduced it to ashes ; after which conquest^ 
be made himself master of several other townst 
He then made a descent upon the island of Cy- 
prus, the peoi^e of which he pilla^ and plun- 
dered in a dreadful manner* This success so 
invalidated the Greek emperor, that he imme- 
diately sent a tribute, and concluded a peace 
with die caliph, upcm the terms he thought fit 
to prescribe ; one of which was, that the city of 
Heraclea should never be rebuilt. The citizens 
of Toledo, at this time, rebelled against the 
western caliph, Al Hakem, in Spain ; but that 
prince suit his son, with an army, against theif 
dty, which they entered without the trouble and 
&tigue of a siege, put five thousand of them 
|o the sword, and entirely extiagubhed the re^ 
hellion* ^ 

The next year, the caliph removed his lieute- 
UMit finmi the govermneat of ELhorasaa, and 
{daced the successor in his stead* The new 
J^tenant had no sot^er entered upon the go- 
vernment of the province assigned him, than he 
seat his predecessor, who had exerdsed unheard- 
of tyranny, in chains, to Al Rashid. The rebd 
Al Leith having made a fi>rmidable progress in 
the conquest iS Khorasan, Al Rashid resolved 
ta march against him in person* 

The general rendeavous of his fi»ces was in 
tiiie plains of Rakka, fiK>m whence he advanced 
at the head of them to Bagdad* Having sup- 
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plied his troops with eveiy thing necessaiy, He 
continued his march to the frontiers* of Joi^axiy 
where he was seized with an illness, which grew 
more violent after he had entered the proviDcek 
Finding himself not able to pursue his route, he 
resigned the commend of the army to his > S0119 
Ai Mamun ; appointed many experienced oS- 
ficers to serve under him ; and retired himself 
to Tus, in Khorasan. The caliph saw, ia a 
dream, at Rakka, before he departed from that 
place, a hand over his head fiill of red earthy 
and, at the same time, he heard the voice of a 
person pronouncing these words: " See the earth 
in which Al Rashid is to be buried." He in*. 
stantly asked, '^ where ?" and was answered by 
the same voice, " at Tus." This waming great- 
ly discompo^ng him, he communicated his dream 
to Gabriel, his physician, who assured him that 
it ou^t to give him no manner of omcem, as 
dreams were but the phantoms produced by a 
state of uneasiness, which in this case w&s occa- 
sioned by hia anxiety to extinguish the rebellion; 
he ought, therefore, to dissipate his melancholy^ 
by pursuing some favourite diversion, that n^ht 
draw his attention another way. The calii^, 
therefore, for this purpose, prepared a magnifi- 
cent entertainment for his principal courtiers, 
which continued for several days ; he then put 
himself at the head of his troops, where he vras. 
again attacked by the disorder, which increas- 
ing, at length the prediction, communicated 
to him in his dream, was fulfiiled. Just before 
he died^ he sent for Gabriel his physician, and 
said to him, '^ Do you remember, Gabriel, my 
dream at Rakka I We are now arrived at Tus^ 
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the piace^ according to what was predicted io 
that dream, of my interment ; send one of my 
eoBuchs to £elch me a handfol oi earth." The 
eunuch soon returned, and brought a handful of 
Ted earth, which he presented to the caliph with 
his arm Imlf bare ; ^t the sight of which the dy- 
ing prince exclaimed, ^ In truth, this is the 
earth, and the very arm, that I saw in my 
dream I" His spirits filing him, and his mala* 
dy increasing, he died three days after, and was 
buried in the same place, where a stately mcmuf- 
ment was erected to his memory. 

This caliph was a person of great humanity^ 
and had distinguished himself by his liberality, 
especially to poets, being excessively fond^ of 
Arab poetry, tuid being even capable of writing 
verses himself : he was magnanimous and brave, 
and so devout, that he is said to have gone eight 
or nine times on pilgrimages to Mecca, while he 
was calij^. He spent a considerable, time every 
day in prayer, except when he was sick, distri* 
buted large sums of money among the poor, 
and carried with him one hundred learned men 
to Mecca ; and when he did not go himself thi- 
ther, he furnished proper accommodations for 
that journey. 

During this reign, we are told that there was 
a remarkable solar eclipse at Alexandria, when 
the stars appeared, and the pec^e were so struck 
with terror, that tfaley fell down upon their knees, 
and implored the divine protection. 

Al Rashid, being one day told that there was 
a fool at Bag^, who pretended to be God, sent 
fiirhim, in order to discover whether he was 
really a fool or an impostor. Athis first a]q>ear« 
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«ice9 the calif^ said to btm, aioan was bfoa^t 
before me sooie idafs ago^ who wished to pam 
fer a ph>phet sent by G^ : I comnuaMied faim 
knme^&rteiy to be carried to prison ; he was then 
tried, and beheaded. Tbe fbdlf having heard 
tiiese wordsy replied^ ^ You did right ;^ yon ac^ 
cd at became cme of my feitttil servants; that 
wretch never received tiie gift of proj^ecy fiipn 
«ie, nor had he any onkr or mission! on my 
parU" It appears that, according to the princs- 
pka of the Mohammedans, an iDsane person csn 
say nothing but what is tcoe, since it is God'Whi^ 
apeaks by him. On die contrary, he who pre- 
tends to be a prof^iet, when he really is not so, 
is an impostor, and can utter nothing but ties. 
The greatest part of the Moslems believe that 
fools are agitated by the spirit of God ; hence 
l^e proverb, << Foofo and children always speak 
tile truth." 

This caliph, being once in Egypt, said to his 
courtiers, ^ The king of this country formeriy 
boasted himsdf to be God; in consequence, 
therefore, of such pride, I will confer the go- 
vernment of it on the meanest of my slaves*" ' 

Marching one day at the head of his troops, 
a woman came to Al Rashid to complain, that 
some of the soldiers had pillaged her house. 
He immediately replied, ^Hast ^Mm not read, 
woman, in the Koran, that princes, when thiey 
passed with their armies through places,, de* 
stroyed them ?*'—«* True," replied the womiiy 
^ but then it is also said, in the same book, that 
the houses of those princes shall be desolate, for 
the acts of injustice that they comrmit." This 
bokl repartee was so well reocired by the caliper 
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tint be immedkuslxioidemi her mpaatAmy far 
the damages whidi she had Bustained. 

He tock for his mstmctor in the Mi^anK 
medan htw the c^ebrated Doctor Aamai, who^ 
wishing to examiae things, to the utmost rigour 
of the knr, wouM frequ^ntl^r have obliged hhn* 
ta make a &Ise step, if he had not been on his 
guard* On such occasicms the prince would 
my to hisoy ^ Y«u are more learned than I, but I 
bav« mofe pvudence than you." The doctor ex- 
celled very greatly in all kindBx>f Anblan lite- 
rature, which so BMieh endeared him to the ca* 
lipii, that he thought it an honour to submit to 
hwkiBtniGttoiis ; the scholar was resolved, how- 
&ftTj to f^ve the 'first lesson, which was worthy 
of ius high rai^ and capacity : ^ liaden," saya 
hey ^' -to the condidons which must serve for the 
basis of oar mnlxial good understanditig. Ne- 
ver attempt to instruct me in puttie, nor be ia. 
haste to give me your advice in private : wait 
tift i ii^estion you } answer in> a direct and pre* 
cise 3mai»er, without any superfiuous vMirds. 
Take oare you do not endeavour to pvejudieo^ 
me in &vot«r of > your seBtimenls, nor expect me 
to pay too great deforence to your capacity* 
Use no prolixity in the histories or traditions 
you Shan think prG|>er to relate to me. Shoukl 
y&a dbserve me quitting the path of rectitude, 
g^tly lead me back to it, without any harsh ex« 
pressions. Assist me in the orations I must 
make in puUic ; but never address me in equi- 
vocal terms**' 

The cAhph vwi succeeded by his son . ^ . 
Al Amin, who, being extremely addicted g^o. 
to drunkenness^ and gaming, aboadoned 
his government to his prime viar» This mutk 



•8 EMPIBE Of THE AEABS, 

ynA a ^eiy aUe minister, but, fearing. Al Ma^ 
mun's resentment, if, according to the success 
won settled by bis £3ither, he should ever ascend 
the Mohammedan throne, advised his master to 
exclude him from the succession. The caliph, 
unhappily for himself, followed the counsel of 
bis prime visir, ordered Al Mamun's name to be 
omitted in the public prayers on Fridays, and in 
the discourses made afterwards to the people by 
the Imam, though still in his tender years, and 
the presumptive heir to the crown* This treat- 
ment so irritated Al Mamun, that he was re- 
served to come to an open rupture with his bro- 
ther, in order, if possible, to frustrate his design: 
instead, therefore, of going to Bagdad, as he 
had been commanded, he cutoff all communica* 
tkm between his province and that capital, pr&» 
tending, that as his father had assigned him the 
lieutenancy of the Kiiorasan, he was responsible 
for all the disorders that might happen there^ 
during his absence. He also coined money, and 
would not suffer Al Amines name to be impr^s-, 
aed upon it; he also prevailed upon a person, 
who had been some time in open rebellion 
^;ainst the caliph, to join him with a body of 
troops ; by which means he was put in posses- 
sion of all the vast territory of Khorasan. Here 
he bore an absolute sway, ofikiated in the mosque 
as Imam, and constantly harangued the people 
from the pulpit. 

Al Amin, finding that he had missed his aim, 
and that his brother set him at defiance, declar- 
ed war against him, and sent Isa to invade Kho- 
rasan with an army of sixty thousand men. Be- 
fore his departure, Zebeida, Al Amin's mother, 
and mother-in-law to Al Mamun> intreated that 



gfiAefiil to^MAMer the kttef as iier (MfrMitoy «» 
at least, tB the son of A} Rashid 9 and, if he-M* 
ftised to obcf the caliph's ordera, three 6«y% t^ 
ter tbef had been imfMiited to bkA, lo brkig hitt 
ih sttver chains to Bagdad. 

Af Mamun made the necessarf dispositiMis 
f&r gititig him a proper reccfitioii' $ he pot in 

: motion tlH the troops he could rense with the ot« 

iiost^icpeditiofi, and g&vt the oennnand et them 

\ foThafaer, one of the greatest geniends of tile 

I age, ^ho obliged the caliph to retreat into Ms 

capital* 

"Even thb sense of imm^iate danger did not 
rooseAmin from his accustomed supineness. 

I While the enemy -wias at the gates of Sagdad, 

*h1 the war engines were burlhig their destrac- 
tiVe weapbns and fire on the devoted city, v^Mth 
#as s^most on the point of being taken by storm, 
he was quietly playing at ichess with Ktitha, his 
fre^d-man. As kmg as he coifld pass his timne 
with thisKutha, every other cdncein was-indi9- 
Ibrent to him. A courier went to announce lo 
him the defeat ctf the army, and death of the 
general ; he was then amusing himself with 
ifahing. " Do not spoil my sport," said he, « for 
Xutha has caught three large fishes, and I have, 
not yet caught one." The principal inhf^tants 
i6f Bagdad, not thinking thismselves obliged to 
toive aiiy farther dangers for such a man, 
agreed to capitulate, which Amin being secret^ 
lyinforraed of, he determined ^ be first, and 

! surrendered, in the hope of his life being spar- 

kd ;' but Thaher caused him to be beheaded. 
The same day that Al Amin was de- . ^ 

i stroyed, the people of Bagdad unani- 3,^" 

I tnously proclaimed his brother caliph; - - 

i 12 
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lieftiiiiid» liowever, in Afferent parts of the tmf^^ 
pti^aconsiderableoiipositioo, but, by meMis of 
hui gonenii Thaher, he triumphecl over all his 
enemiest and gave to that celebrated oommandci^ 
as a reward for his services, the government of 
Ispahan, to desoend to his posteritf • Though 
JM^mun was not a founder of that city, since be* 
come the capital of Persia, he was a considerabte 
bene&ctor to it; he enlarged and adorned it; and 
would have preferred it for his fixed residence^ 
had not the popular prejudice been accustomed 
to consider Bagdad as his chief seat of empiffe» 
He endeavoured to anoihiiate every pretence 
for schbm, and even to abotish iu colours. That 
which distinguished the Abassides was bla<^: 
Mamun attempted to introduce green, the colour 
worn by the Infuse of Ali* This produced dkai- 
sensions that nearly ripened into sedition, and 
obliged the caliph to suffer the Persians to re- 
sume the blade, which they have continued ever 
since* His desire of uniting the different sects 
has injured him in the opinion of rigid Mussul- 
men* They suspect his orthodoxy, and blame 
him for having introduced i^ieculative sciences, 
when they say the Koran ought to suffice aU 
true believers. It is not known whether it was 
to diminish the authority of that book, but he 
commanded the governor of Bagdad to oUige 
the judges and teachers of traditions to insist 
that it is not eternal, but created* Astronomy, 
physic, and all the sciences, were held in honouv, 
during his, reign. He invited men of genius to 
his court, loaded them with wealth, and ordered 
their woiiLs to be translated* He died at the 
1^ of forty-nine. When he was at the pdnt o£ 
death, his physician, and another person, ap- 
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wfprmched him, desiting him to oi^e a cooSb^ 
lion of his fidth) or to commuiilcate his religio«it 
sendments to the people about him ; but, his 
flpeech haling him, he could only say, ^O thoiH 
who Dever diest, have mercy upon me, now dy« 
11^ V After this ejaculokicMi, he expired, and 
was carried to larsus, where 1^ k»i and his bro* 
tber buried him in the house of Khakan, one of 
his iathei^ &vourite eunuchs. He is said to 
have been the most renowned prince of the 
house of Al Abbas, a race more fruitful in he* 
roes than any that ever swayed the sceptre 
among the Mohammedans. He lavished his ^i- 
voots upon the descendants, and restored to 
them the territory which formerly belonged to 
their commcm mother, Fatima ; of which, by 
the tyrumy of his predecessors, they had been 
loog and unjustly deprived. 
. Al Motasem, according to the will of . j^ 
Al Ra^id, was saluted csdiph, the same g\./ 
day on which his brother, AlMamun, 
died. Some of the Moslem commanders at Tar- 
sus were inclined to &vour the interest of Al Ab- 
bas, son to the deceased caliph ; but that young 
prince, having himself taken the oath of alle- 
giance, all the officers of the army, as well as 
those belonging to the court, followed his exam- 
ple. The caliph, very shortly afterwards, receiv- 
ed advice of the great progress made by the re- 
bds in Persian Irak, headed by one Babec> an 
enemy both to civil and ecclesiastical goven^ 
ment. This Babec was sumamed Al Horemi, 
it is said, because he instituted a merry religion^ 
which IS the signification of the word in Persian. 
He assumed to himself the character of a pro- 
phet| «nd gained a great number of devotees* 



^ ESTPntlE 69 TtfE AtlABB, 

fill at length he became so formidable, that 'ill* 
Motasem was obliged to employ the vvhtAc Ibpbev 
<rf the empire against him. The general sent to^ 
reduce Babec, was a Turk by birth, who had 
been brought up a slave in -die caliph*s eourt $ 
sbd, having been employed in disciplining the 
Turkish militia, had acquired the reputa^on of 
a great captain* As the rebels had made them- 
selves masters of some important places, and 
had become very fbrmids^le, he resolved to 
bring them to action, as soon as an opportmlitf 
^ered ; which having found, he defeated them 
with a prodigious slaughter, putting no less thatt 
&ty thousand of them to the sword, and drlv* 
teg the rest iirto the imperial territories. He 
then employed much time in rebiiflding and'for-^ 
fifying the castles that had been demolished by 
Babec's troops, in order thereby to put a stop td 
the incuraions of the rebels. 

About this time, a very severe persecution was 
carried on "by the caliph, against all who denlefl 
the creation of the Koran. Hanbal, the foun-^ 
der of a sect of Sonnites, refusing to acknow- 
ledge the Koran to be created, was scourged \n 
so cruel a manner, that he fainted awayi havingf 
been almost Hayed alive, and was afterwartib 
imprisoned. The same punishment would have 
been inflicted upon another, had he not escaped 
it by an ingenious occasion, which was of signal 
service to him : he allowed the Koran to have 
been instituted by God, and that every such 
thing was created ; though he would not, in di- 
rect terms, admit the conclusion naturally dedu- 
cible from those premises. In short, he con- 
ceived the Koran to be endued with one of the 
essential properties of a created Being, thoogli 
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lie endeavoured to evade standing to the conse- 
quences of such a concession. 

In the 227th year of the Hegira, Al Motasem 
died, leaving behind him eight sons^ and as many 
daughters* It is remarkable, that he reigned 
eight years, eight months, and eight days; that 
he was elevated to the Mohammedan throne in 
the eighth month of the year; that he had fought 
eight battles, and possessed eight thousand slaves : 
from these, and other circumstances of the same 
kind, the Arabs were induced to surname him 
Al Mothamen, that is, the eighth. As the people 
of Bagdad disturbed his repose by frequent re- 
volts, he took the resolution to abandon that 
city, and to build another capital* The spot he 
chose for this purpose was called Katul, near 
the city of Sara Manray, in the Arabian Irak : 
here he erected the new city, which he called Sa 
Marra. If credit be due to Arabian writers, this 
caliph had thirty thousand piebald horses, about 
whose necks he ordered sacks full of earth to 
be hung, which they carried to a place in the 
city, he had marked out for that purpose. It 
there formed a pretty high terrace, on which was 
built a large saloon, from whence he could ob« 
serve every thing that passed through the city. 

Historians celebrate this caliph for his mag- 
nanimity, and mention one of his actions, which 
appears in a very singular lighu Being once 
separated from his companions, he met an old 
man standing by his ass, which had fellen down 
on the ground, in a dirty place, with a load on 
bis back. The caliph immediately alighted from 
his own horse, to assist the man in raising up his 
beast ; which having done, though he had spoil- 
ed his own clothes, he made him a handsome 
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presait He was 1^ first of the caliphs wh>$i$: 
ded the name of God to his own ; for he oxtlered 
himself to be sumamed Billah in God, or by the 
grace of God. When the Greeks took and sack*^ 
ed the city of Zabatra, an Arab woman, of the 
house of Al. Abbas, is said to have been taken 
prisoner by a horseman, and, the very motoent. 
she was seized, to have cried out ^ Succour me^ 
O9 Al Motasem I" to which the horseman re- 
plied, by way of ridicule, " See, here comes Al 
Motasem, on his pied horse, to your assistance*'' 
This adventure being, some time after, related 
to the caliph, who was then at a great distance^ 
from Zabatra, he swore that he would not tJunk 
of any other enterprise,, till he had released the- 
woman. Accordingly^ he marched, at the head> 
of his forces^ to that city, in the midst of winter, 
and attacked tlie Greeks with such vigour, tiiat. 
he entirely defeated them, and thus delivered 
the woman out of the hands of her enemies* 
^ P Ai Wathec was proclaimed caliph the 
842. ^'DAC day his father died, and was also ex*. 
posed to many conspiracies, which^ proba«» 
biy, orig^ated in the perseverance with which he 
pursued those who pro&ssed the eternity of the 
Koran. This dogma appears to have been a sort, 
of rallying point ; if the rebels would make a re- 
cantation of their belief they obt^ned the C9f< 
liph's pardon. He imitated, in almost all things,, 
his uncle Al Mamun. He was extremely deligJ^t^- 
ed with the study of the sciences, and greatly ca- 
ressed all men of letters ; he was liberal and cha- 
ritable to a great degree, and so far banished 
poverty from his dominions, that not a single 
beggar was to be met with, during the last year- 
of his reign, either at Mecca or Medina. He 
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WAS Tttiy much attached to astrology ; and hat- 
ingy m his last illness, conferred with some of 
the inagi, they assured him, from the present 
moment, his reign should be continued fifty 
jtKTs ; hut he did not live above ten days after 
the pce^ction* At his death, the prisons were 
ftill of persons of the first quality in the empire. 
He died, at the age of thirty-two, of the dropsy, 
caused, it is thought, by the stimulating potions 
which he had taken to incite and kindle his 
passions* 

Al Wathec's death was no sooner j^ 
known, than his brother Al Motawakkel g - * 
was saluted caliph by the people of Sa- 
marra, and afterwai'ds acknowledged as such, by 
all the provinces of the empire. 

It appears, however, that the nobles balanced 
some time in their choice between Al Mothacfi 
his s(Hi, and Al Motawakkel his brother. They 
at length decided in faTour of the latter ; because 
the fcMTncr vras too young to perform in the qua- 
lity of Iman the prayers in the mosque, an of- 
fice which belonged exclusively to the caliph. 
This incapacity often inverted the order of the 
Buccession, and prevented the children from in- 
heriting the Other's throne. 

Mohammed Al-Ziyat, the late visir, having 
treated Al Motawakkel ill, during his brother's 
life time, that prince resented the injuries he had 
then suffened, soon after he ascended the Mofslem 
tiirone. He accordingly sent him to prison, and 
ordered a person to keep him awake for several 
days and nights successively. Mohammed, being 
afterwards suffered to take some repose, slept a 
whole day and a night, and when he awoke, he 
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was thrown into an iron furnace, heated red hot, 
where he was miserably burnt to death. This 
counsellor was endued with great eloquence; 
was exquisitely well versed in Arab grammar 
and poetry ; but he was haughty, we^Bik, vain* 
glorious, and entirely void of compassion. He 
never did any person a good office, frequently 
saying, that pity was a natural weakness, and 
liberality folly. 

This prince divided his empire between his 
three sons, who were appointed his successors* 
To each of them he gave a black and white ban- 
ner; the former was' to distinguish them as heirs- 
apparent to the crown ; and the latter as their 
fether's vicegerents, who had the government of 
the empire divided among them. 

Al Motawakkel, about this time, commanded 
all the Christians and Jews to wear a leatheca 
girdle, called, by the Arabs, Zonal, and a sort of 
badge on their cloaths, in order to distinguish 
them from the Mussulmen. He likewise forbade 
them to make use of iron stirrups, and com- 
manded them to paint the figures of devils, or 
else of hogs and apes, on the doors of their 
houses ; a disgrace which was occasioned by the 
imprudent conduct pf the caliph's physician, a - 
Christian, who h£^ incurred his master's displea- 
sure. About this time, Faraj, a famous im- 
postor, pretending to be Moses brought to 
life again, performed his part so well, that se» 
veral people believed him, and attended him 
when he was brought before the caliph. That 
prince having been a witness to his extravagant 
discourses, condemned him to receive ten Uows 
from one of his followers, and then be to put tp 
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death ; which sentence was accordingly executed, 
and his disciples were imprisoned, dll they reco- 
vered from their in&tuation. 

In the course of the next year, the odiph, who 
openly declared himself an enemy to the house 
of All, forbade his subjects, under the severest 
penaltie!^ to go on pilgrimage to the tomb of 
that Imam* He afterwiuds onlered the sepulchre 
of Hosein to be entirely rased ; and, in onder the 
more e£fectually to efikce all traces of it, he was 
resolyed not to content himself with ploughing 
or breaking up the ground on which it stood, 
but likewise to draw a canal of water over it* 
At this period of Arabian history, many cities in 
the western provinces suffered severely from 
earthquakes, by which, numbars of houses were 
overturned* At Antioch, one tliousand five hun- 
dred houses, and above ninety towers, belonging 
to the wall that surrounded the city, are said to 
have been destroyed ; which calamity, together 
with the frightful and unaccountable noises, so 
terrified the inhabitants, that they fled fi)r ssdfety 
into the adjacent fields ; but great multitudes of 
1^ peopk were destroyed by these concussions; 
The springs at Mecca &iled this year to such a 
degree, that the celebrated well or fountain in 
^at city was almost dried up* A river also, not 
fardktant from Mount Al Akra, disappeared 
again die same year, in which that mountain 
was absorbed, and was never afterwards seen* 
About the same time, the caliph, being inform^ 
ed that the nilometer was fiillen to decay, sent 
a geometrician from Irak to Egypt, to erect a 
new pillar, which being done, it was called the 
new nilometer ; and the other that had fallen to 
decay, was never afterwaids used* 

Vol. X* K 
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In the 247th year of the Hegira, the caliph 
Al Motawakkel was assassinated, in the followkig 
manner. Aitliough he had been some time ill^ 
and unable to attend his duty at the mosque, he 
was persuaded to go thither and shew himself to 
the people, to prevent all commotions that might 
be excited by his indisposition, which, at thattime^ 
was publicly known* He therefore mounted his 
horse, and went directly to the mosque, where he 
performed the usual services. Upon his return, 
suspecting some secret ill designs of Al Montaaer, 
his son, notwithstanding all his endeavours to ex* 
tirpate them, he ordered him to appear, and ^- 
proached him and his mother with die cabtls in 
which they had been engaged, and threatened to 
make them both feel the e&cts of his resentment. 
This rebuke so incensed Al Montaser, that he re* 
solved upon his father's destruction, and engaged 
certain Turks who were dissatisfied with the ca* 
liph's conduct, and some of his domestics, to as- 
sist him in the parricide. Being stationed for 
that purpose, they fell upon him while he was at 
table, and stabbed him. During the confusion, 
and his efforts to defend himself, Fatah, one of his 
favourites, trying to save him, exclaimed, with 
all his might, '< O Mota^vakkel, I will not 
survive thee ;" while his buffoon, at a little dia^ 
tance, was screaming, to the full as loud, ^ I 
hope to live when you are no more." The wishes 
of both were gratified. 

This prince is said to have been a lover of 
learning ; but his memory must be held by the 
Arabs in detestation ; because he was the first 
of their emperors who, to the pain of death, ad- 
ded the refinement of torture. At one time, when 
M table with his friends, a lion, by his order, was 
let loose into the apartments, to throw them into 
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B State of terror; at another, he ivould cause ser^ 
pents to be flung under the table, and pots fuU 
of scorimms to be broken, without any person 
being permitted to change has place : and he 
cured, by means of an electuary, those who had 
faeea tntten or stung* The appf^ehension of these 
dmgerBOs dlTersionB prevented several men of 
araence from £xing at his court, though his invi- 
tations to th^n were accompanied with the moat 
liberal promises*. His treatment of Honain, a 
Ghsistian physician, was, of itself, sufficient to 
ioake them unwilling to attend* To convince 
iumself whether he might confide in this person, 
Ihe caliph commanded him to prepare a mortal 
poifloii: for one of his enemies, so subtle in its ef- 
fect, that his dissolution might appear perfectly 
siatural* Honain rejected this proposal with hor- 
wr* The emperor insisted, intreated, and con- 
fined him in prbon a year* At the expiration of 
that period, he was again brought into the ca- 
ll's presoice, who renewed his solicitations and 
teeats* The physician continued firm. ^' What 
«an in^re you with this resolution," £aid the 
emperor, "when you see death before your eyes ?" 
^ Two things," replied Honain ; ^' my reUgion 
and my profession ; the first teaches me to do good 
to my enemies, and to do no hurt to my friends; 
the second has been established for the advan- 
tage of the human race ; and when I embraced 
it, I to<^ a solemn oath never to be concerned 
in a preparation of a hurtful or mortal nature*" 
The caliph rejoiced, and gave him his entire con- 
fidence ; but a fevour, bought with a year's im- 
prisonment, was not likely to tempt the learned, 
whom his munificence might otherwise have 
attached to him* MotawakkePs reign, which 
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was of feurteai years duration, is remarkable far 
every species of scourges which desolated the 
empire :-— wars, rebellion, £unine, persecutions, 
dreadful hurricanes, and violent earthquakes) 
hence it was called the reign of prodigies. 
^ ^ The same night on which Al Mola* 
35j^ * wakkel was massacred, his son Montaser 
was sahited emperor. His first act was 
to read a declaration, i^rming that he had no 
hand in his father's death ; that it ought to be 
imputed to his favourite Fatah, whom he had or« 
dered to be cut to ]Meees, fer being guUty of so 
atrocious a crime. Notwithstandmg, however, 
bis professions on this head, the parricide's re« 
morse bore evidence to liis crime. He dragged 
on a short and hated existence, pursued by de» 
spair and die avenging fan&h Soon after his eto* 
vation he thought he saw Ms fether in a dresoa^ 
who addressed htm in the "foHowing words ^ 
" Mohammed, thou hast kiHed me ! tfaou bast 
oppressed me ; thou hast ckprived me of the 
caKphate, which thou t^ialt in a short thue 
leave, and then be cast into eternal £re.'' He 
immediately awaked in the utmost terror, and 
made his palace resound with his lamentations. 
He sought to annihilate every dbject which •ooidd 
remind him of this execmble deed. He demo- 
lished his father's palace, and quitted the city 
where the deed had been perpetrated ; but he 
could not escape from his own thoughts ; every 
object that he saw reminded him of his guilt. 
Montaser was one day admiring a beautiful 
painting of a man on horseback, with a diadem 
encircling his head, and a Persian inscription : 
he demanded the explanation ; it was this :— • 
<^ I am Shiunyeh, the son of Kosru, who muiv 
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fkred my &ther, and possessed the crown oolf 
six months." He turned pale, as if struck by a 
sentence of death* His dreams now presented 
themselves to his aiFrighted imagination; the 
ghastly shade of his father seemed to stand be- 
' fore his eyes, calling him, with looks of terror 
and indignation^ to the tomb. Thither he de- 
scended at the age of twenty-five* It is sus- 
pected that his end was hastened by poison^ ad- 
ministered to him by the accomplices of his crime, 
who dreaded the effects of his repentance. 

During this reign, an Arab, who dwelt in the 
neighbourhood of Mecca, held assemblies at his 
hoi^ for the most unlawful and indecorous pur- 
poses, in order to debauch the youth of both 
sexes, whom he suffered to mix together pro- 
miscuously, in direct opposition to the Moham- 
medan laws. This man was brought before the 
judge at Mecca, who, after reproaching him for 
bis unparalleled guilt, began to draw up his pro- 
cess, not doubting of the truth of the £M:t, which 
was become notorious to all the people of the 
territory of Mecca. But ^s none of his accom- 
plices would appear against him, the judge 
found himself greatly embarrassed, for want of 
evidence. However, at last, he devised an ex- 
pedient which he tbought would infallibly con- 
vict him ; and that was, to try whether any of 
those public beasts, nuide use of by the people 
who set out every day from one particular place, 
would, of themselves, find the way to his house. 
The experiment was made oh some asses, which 
went directly to the spot inhabited by the Arab, 
though this was, of itself^ extremely difficult Co 
be discovered* The judge having now, as he 
imagined, full proof of his guilt, sent for the 
K 2 
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executkxier to chastke him^ who immediateljr 
appeared with his instruments of torture in his 
hand. The Arab, who bethought himself of a 
device to avoid the threatened punishment, turo- 
ing to the judge, said, <' When you have fldyed 
me alive vnth your w^ps, you will have punish- 
ed only one guMty person ; buty by such an action, 
you vidll reflect an Vernal ignominy upon the 
whole Arab nation ; for it vnll be ssdd of them 
hereafter, that, when the evidence ci men coidd 
not be produced, they admitted that of asses." 
The company were so pleased with the humour 
of the man, that he was pardoned and dismissed* 
The day af^r Al Montaser's death, those wha 
had been concerned in the murder of his &^eF 
assembled, and determned never to fest vrith tiie 
imperial dignity any of that prince's sons, lest 
. ^ they ^ould be called to account for their 
352. ' f(M*mer villainy. They, therefore, unani*^ 
mously elevated to the throne Al Mostatn.. 
The friends of Al Motazz, the legal successor, as^ 
sembled, and made an attempt to place him on 
the throne ; upon this a severe conflict ensued, 
but Al Motazz's friends were defeated, and for 
the most part cut to pieces. In the course of the 
following year, a rebellion was excited at Bag- 
dad by the Turkish troops, in the caliph's service. 
The populace assembled in g^at numbers, burnt 
one of the bridges over the Tigris, and demo- 
lished the other, opened all the prisons in that 
city, pillaged the houses of the wealthiest inha- 
bitants, and distributed the money that fdl into 
tiieir hsmds among the forces posted for the de- 
fence of the frontiers, at a consideratrfe distance 
from the town. But this rebellion, as well as 
others, at Cufa, were in the end sup{»essed. 
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Y^zid, another chief of the house of Afi,rebd* 
led against the calii>h9 and seixed upon the pro- 
vince of Tabrestan^ of idiich he remained master 
nineteen years; and then left it to his brother Ka- 
sem, who kept possession of it dgfateen years 
irhhoiit any molestation from the caliphs* 

In the year <^ Hegira 351, the Turtcs, who 
had made themadhres masters of all the forces of 
Ae empire, were divided into two powerful fiK> 
tions. Bi^r, one of their leaders, having had 
some dispute with Wasi^ another of them, appli- 
ed to the caliph for justice, who was so for from 
eomplfing with his revest, that he openly fo- 
vouKd Itts antagcmist* This partiality so exas- 
penned Bager, that h4 •ssembled his fnends widi 
a resolution to assassiiUite Wasif, and depose the 
oaliph, in order to elevate another who should be 
more fovourable to their views ; but this conspi- 
racy being discovered, Bager was arrested, which 
was conMdered as a signal for the Turks, who 
immediately took up arms, isider the pretext of 
delivering their general. With the ho^ of put- 
ting an end to this mutiny, the caUph executed 
Bager, which however, so for from appeasing 
the Turks, rendered them more furious. In this 
extremity, Al Mostain fled to Bagdad. The 
Turks of their own authority deposed him, and 
placed Al Motazz on the throne. This year the 
Christians worsted the Mussutmen in an action 
by sea ofiP Syracuse, and took four of their ships. 

Al Motazz, having taken the place of ^ ^^ 
their late caliph, continued to govern in 355/ 
his stead : when he was fixed upon the 
throne, vdthout any danger of a competitor, he 
called his brother Al Mowaiad to the succession ; 
though) vqxui bare sui^idon only^ he afterwards 
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deprived him of his right, and sent him to prison^ 
He acted in the same way with regard to Al Mou- 
affek, another of his brothers, wlu> soon after fell 
into disgrace* The news of Al Mowaiad's con- 
finement no sooner transjHred, than the whole 
body of the Turkish troops began to be in mo* 
tion, and publicly declared that they would re- 
lease him. This commotion so excited the ca^ 
liph's jealousy, that he ordered him to be mur- 
dered privately, but in such a manner, that no 
marks of violence could be discovered upon him ; 
so that when the body was exposed to the view 
of the judges, doctors of the law, nobility and 
Turkish officers, they unanimously agreed, that 
this prince died a natural death. Ahmed, a 
tihird brother, who was greatly beloved by the 
people, was suffered to live in obscurity, at 
Bagdad. 

Motazz sowed dissensions among the officers, 
caused them to be punishers of each other, for 
conspiring against the power which it was their 
duty to protect. The chief pan of the captains 
fell victims to the disputes he had occasioned. 
The emperor imagined he should be able to con- 
troul the rest by his own guard ; but these were 
cut to pieces by the Turks, who obliged the ca- 
liph to abdicate his throne, and then starved him 
to death. This prince, who reigned but about 
three or four years, and who died at the age of 
twenty-two, was so attached to pleasure, that 
he entirely neglected the government of his ex- 
tensive empire ; and frequently acted benesitli the 
, dignity of his station. The patriarch Sanitius, 
during this reign, converted several.unbelievers, 
who denied the reality of Christ's sufferings. 
The same Sanitius was at the expence of making 
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BCferal subterranean aqueducts ; by laeaas of 
wUch) the city of Akxaidria 'was plent^iHy 
supplied with excdlent water* 

Upon tHe deposition o£ M Motasa, who was 
obUgied to the Turiddi troops, to declare him- 
self unequal to the govenunent <>^ ^^^ a d 
Mohammedan empire, Al Mohtadi was g^^, * 
Btdttted caliph ; and all the peof^eof the 
metropolis took the oath of allegiance to him* 
This prince has been represented by Mohamme- 
dan writers as a g^at lover of justice, which he 
^stributed daily in person to all hb subjects. 
Ifeprcrfubitedtheuseof wine, as well as gaming 
of all kinds, so expressly forbidden by the Koran $ 
and banished from the court all singers, sooth-* 
sayersy jesters, and buffoons. He sent away the 
Hm and hounds that had been kept by his pre* 
decessors. In order to ingratiate himself with 
the people, he lessened the tases ; regulated the 
finances ; inspected the conduct of the judges 
as well as the public acccmnts; and set apart two 
days eyery week for hearing and redressing the 
grienmces of his subjects* The people were an- 
tidpatii^ their future happiness, under the con* 
duct of such a sovereign, when the Turkish 
guard, whose licentiousness he tried to restrain^ 
conspired agamst him: tii^ insolently preferred 
their unjust conunands, to which he refused 
OHnpliance : they proceeded to threats ; but he. 
remained steady in his resdution, and in conse- 
quence of it lost his life* 

Al Motawakkel, one of the former ca- . p. 
Bphs, had left two sons, the eldest of %o.' 
wiMUD, Al Motamed, was elected to suc- 
seed Al ^Motadi ; he was naturally indolent, ig« 
nptmt of stale affiurs, and wholly addicted to 
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repose and pleasure : he had, however, the good 
sense to place an entire confidence in hb brother, 
who was active, vigilant, and courageous ; equal* 
ty capable of governing in peace and in war. 
To him was left the administration of all afifairs, 
both civil and military ; therefore, every action 
of Al Motamed's reign ou^t to be ascnbed to 
Al Mowaffek. He never laid down his arma 
during his government. 

Al Habib, prince of Zenjians, made incursioDS 
almost to the very gates of Bagdad^ doing irre«* 
pacable damage, wherever he moved*. The ca^ 
liph sent a very considerable army against him, 
but the Zenjian defeated him with a very great 
slaughter ; made himself master of twenty-four of 
the caliph's largest ships in the bay of Basra, put 
an incredible number of inhabitants of OboUo to 
the sword, and seized upon the town, which he re- 
duced to ashes. From thence he marched to Aba- 
dan, which likewise surrendered to him.. His aiv 
my beingnow increased toeighty thousand strong) 
the greatest part of the citizens of Basra abaiH 
doned the place ; a circumstance which struck 
with terror all the inhabitants of the adjacent ter- 
ritories, and even the court oi the caliph itself^ 

Al HalMb continued his war with the greatest 
success for several succeeding years : but in the 
269th yearof the Hegira, Al Mowaffek attacked: 
Al Habib with unparalleled bravery, and would 
have entirely defeated him, had he not been 
wounded in the breast by an arrow, which oblig* 
ed him to retire from the heat of action. As 
soon, however, as he was cured of his wound, he 
advanced against Al Mabiya ; made himself mas- 
ter of that metropolis ; destroyed the walls that 
had been raised by the Zenjian prince ; put many 
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of the inhabitants to the sword, and carried a 
great number away into captivity. 

The next year, Al Mowaffek demolished Ai 
Habib's palace, and seized upon hb fiimily ; but 
the rebel and usurper, who had made such havoc 
in the Moslem empire himself found means to 
escape* However, Al Mowaffek pursued him ; 
entirely defeated lus shattered forces, which he 
had rallied, and took Al Habib himself, whom he 
ordered to be decapitated. His head was carried 
upon a lance through a great part of the region^ 
^ repose of which he had so long disturbied ; 
after which it was sent to Bagdad, where it was 
first exposed to public view, and then fixed upon 
one g£ the gates of the city. By this last victory, 
which was complete, Al MowidTek acquired the 
gk>nous title of the Protector of Islam, or Mo- 
ham medism. 

The same year died Ebn Tdun, in Egypt, 
who had long waged war against the caliph, and 
whom, two years before, Al Mowaffek had caused 
to be publicly cursed in all the mosques of Bag- 
dad and Irak. It has been observed that, when 
Tolun was at the point of death, he lifted up his 
hands to heaven, and said, « O Lord, forgive 
thy servant, whose load of guilt is too great for 
him to comprehend ; and shew thyself merciful 
to him at the time of his death." He is stud to 
have left behind him thirty-three sons, one of 
whom, named Khamarawiyah, succeeded him 
in the dynasty he had founded. He waa esteem- 
ed a strict dbserver of justice ; charitable to the 
poor ; and a liberal patron to men of science. 
He distributed every month, amongst the eccle- 
tiasdcs, one thousand dinars, and spent the same 
sum in his kitchen, every day. It is assertedt 
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&at, during the time he presided over Egypt^ 
he sent to Bagdad, to be distributed among men 
of learning and probity, and likewise for the 
poor and the sick, more than two millions of di- 
nar^ He left in the treasury, at'his death, im- 
mense sum& of money ; his servants and slaves 
amounted to seven thousand ; his horses to the 
same number, besides eight thousand camels and 
mules, and three hundred war horses. He is 
reported, however, notwithstanding all his good 
qualities, to have been extremely cruel, and guil- 
ty of a great •flfusion of human blood, having ei- 
ther put to death or starved, at least, eighteen 
thousand persons. 

In the 371st year of the Hegira, a sharp and 
bloody engagement took place between the ca- 
liph's forces, commanded by Al Mowaffek's son^ 
and those of Khamarawiyah^ who made an irrupt 
tion into Syria. This battle was fought near 
Damascus, in i;\d)ich the caliph's army was coni^- 
pletely defeated. About this period died Abdal>- 
rahman, the calipH of ^ain. While he was 
walking in his royal gardens a little before his 
death, one of his guardians exclaimed, ^ What 
fine gardens are these ! how beautiful is the pre- 
sent day, and what a delightful world would tius 
foe, if it were possible to avoid being arrested by 
death!" To which the calif* replied, "Thou art 
mistaken in thy last remark, since, had it not 
been for deaths I should never have swayed the 
Mohammedan sceptre of Spain." 

Al MowafTek departed this life at Sarra Manra, 
and was succeeded by his son, Al Motaded, in his 
post of prime minister. He has been greatly ce- 
Idjrated by Arabian historians, who represent 
him a» a person of magnammity, naturally brave 
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and libera]. He used to say, ^ I always behold 
my friends in the same light as my brothers, and 
would, if it could be done with sufficient pro* 
priety, confer upon them the same appellation.** 

In the following year the caliph, Al Motamed, 
died at Bs^dad ; he had eaten and drank to ex- 
cess the day before, which proved fatal to him. 
This cali{^ was extremely attached to his plea- 
sures ; was passionately fond of music, and not 
unacquainted with letters. In his reign flourish- 
ed a fiimous astrologer, named Albumaser, who 
being a man of fine parts, and an excellent dis- 
position, arrived at a great skill in astrology, 
and wrote several treatises upon that science, held 
in great esteem amcmg the Arabs. The caliph, 
Al MostaiUr ordered him to be severely whipped, 
because an un&vourable event, that he had fore- 
told, had actually come to pass. He lived to be 
above one hundred years of age ; has been ac- 
cused of drunkenness, and was generally trou^ 
bled with an epileptic disorder at the full moon. 

In the reign of this caliph, there were found, 
in a part of Syria, seven tombs, every one of 
which contained a body, extremely well pre- 
served, whose shrouds seemed quite new, and 
emitted a very great odour. Among these, 
there was one that had belonged to an ohl man, 
whose visage, and particularly the lips, appeared 
as fresh as those of a living person who had just 
drank a draught of water. Near these tombs 
a stone was discovered that greatly resembled 
one of those which are used to sharpen iron in- 
struments upon. This stone exhibited an inscrip- 
tion drawn up in characters that nobody could 
decypher, though the caliph ordered a great 
number of men of all nations, sects, and reli-^ 
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gions, who lived within the limits of the Moslem 
empire, to be assembled for that purpose. 

The same day that Al Motamed died, 

g' * Al *Motaded, his nephew, was saluted ca- 
liph, to the prejudice of his own son. A 
profound tranquillity prevailed throughout the 
empirC) immediately after his succession ; so that 
there was great plenty of provisions, and other 
necessaries of all kinds in every province. 

The same year £ben Tolun sent Abdallah, his 
ambassador, with very valuable presents to the 
Mohammedan court, in order to propose a match 
between his own daughter and Al Motaded's son 
AH. But the caliph, having probably received 
a flattering aecount of the young lady's charms, 
demanded her in marriage for lumself. To this 
Tolun not only gave his consent, but testified 
his approbation of the ambassador's conduct, in 
transports of joy. 

AlK>ut the same time, Hamdan, an Arab emir, 
revolted against the caliph, who raised a consi- 
derable army to reduce him. He advanced to 
Mawsel, at the head df his troops, and, in his 
march, defeated a large body of die enemy, kill- 
ed a great number of them on the spot, and 
drove the rest into the river Zab. From Maw- 
sel he marched to Marideh; and, having pos- 
sessed himself of this fortress, ordered every thing 
in it, valuable, to be seized ; then levelled it with 
the ground, and returned with his army to Bag- 
dad. In the mean time, Hamdan retired to Ho- 
senia, a large and extremely well fortified city, 
and defended by a garrison of ten thousand men^ 
which the caliph found means to reduce, and to 
^t Hamdan into his hands. 
* In the year of the Hegira 284, several won- 
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iierfbl phenomeiui were seen in Egypt. On. 
Holy Thursday, a highway wind arose towards 
the evening, which blew dU midnight, when it 
suddenly became so dark^ the night having been 
very light before, that not the Siintest traces of 
any object could be discerned. This thick darkf 
ness was succeeded by a storm, which threw 
down a great number of houses, and did incre- 
dible damage ; during this storm, a large quan- 
tity of red sand fell upon people's beads, to their 
great terror and astonishment ; and the whole 
heaven ^emed to be covered with pillars of fire* 
Towards the approach of the morning, the tem- 
pest, in some degree, abated, and &e heavens 
appeared of a red colour, which they communi- 
jcated to all terrestrial objects : this surprising red- 
ness was turned into a yellowish colour, which 
continued till noon, and was succeeded by a 
thick black cloud that continued for a day and a 
half ; the &ce of the heavens was totally, ob- 
scured, the cloud, sOl that time, absolutely in* 
tercepting the solar rays. 
. In the course of the year, some astrologers 
predicted a general inundation, occasioned by a 
long course of continual rains; by which the* 
whole country^ except the territory, would be 
laid under water. But the reverse of this pre- 
diction lia^^ened : for^ in consequence of a long 
and uninterrupted drought, the waters of the 
Tigris, and other rivers, were lower than ever 
bad been known in the memory of man ; inso- 
much, that they frequently offered up prayers 
to heaven, for rain^ in all Uie public mosques of 
Be^dad. The caUph, at this time, excited by 
his affecdon for All and his descendants, wished 
to have issued an order to curse publicly the 
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afone.pf Moawiyer !• on account <rf the solmm 
malediction that prince had caused to be puUisb- 
ed against All and his fisimily* But he was'^a^ 
•uaded from this sttpby his visir, Soliman* 

During the<;|)r6senit .leign the plague made 
such dreadful havoc in Adherbijan, that the livw 
ing were not sufiEkknt to buryr the dead ; kiso^ 
TOUch^ that they were obliged to leave them ex- 
posed on the highways, in great numbers* About 
the same time, the Greeks made an irruption in* 
tQ ILaisam, ravaged it, and carried off fifteen 
thousand Mussulm^i prisoners* 
^ ^ Al Mothaded died at Bagdad, after 
902. ^c ^^ obliged the people to t»ke an oatb 
in favour of his son Al Mottasi* Under 
Mothaded, a poor creature, named Karmeta^ 
came from Persia into Arabia ; he appeared to " 
lead a very austere life ; said he was inspired^ 
and that God had conunanded hka to pray fifty 
times a day« When he had assembled a suffidh 
ent number of his disciples, he chose twelve a» 
apostles, to instruct the rest, and propagate ht9 
doctrine. The governor of the province, obser^* 
ing the peasantry neglect their labour, threw 
the pretended saint into prison, declaring that 
he should die there* . But a maid-servant in the 
governor's house,' moved by compassion for the 
saint, in the dead of the night took the keys of ' 
the prison fix>m under her master's |h11ow, set 
the prophet at liberty, and replaced the keys* 
The folk>wing day, when he could not be found, 
no doubt remained of his having been freed by a 
divine power ; he shewed himsidf to some of his 
proselytes at a distance from the {dace, txuiiUm- 
ed them in their belief, and asserted that no 
earthly power could hurt him : he was, how- 



^UBOER THB CALXPBS. IIS 

«rer, too. prudent to venture the trial, and was 
DO more heaisd o^ His doctnne was but little 
• different from Mohammed's. The Karmatiana 
incre;^uwd prodigiously in a short period. Under 
the mask of devotion, they jirsctised the most 
abominable iibeitinism. They afterwards form- 
ed numerous armies ; laid waste many of the 
finest provinces in Asia ; and became so formid- 
able, that AI Motaded had need of all his forces, 
to drive them from the centre of his dominions. 

Al Motaded was no sooner dead than Mcristafi, 
his son, was proclaimed caliph at Bagdad* In 
the same year the Karmatians appeared in seve* 
lal parts of his dominions in armies, amounting 
Id an hundred thousand men. One of them was 
commanded by Hosdn, a young man, who join- 
ed artifice to valour ; pretended he was descend- 
ed in a direct Hne from Mohammed ; and, ia 
proof of his assertion, shewed ir wart on his face 
l&e that on the face of a proph^. Hosein de- 
stroyed a great number d towns and villages in 
Syria ; killed many of the caliph's subjects, car* 
ried others into captivity, and desolated the most 
considerable part of that fine country, with fire 
and sword. If the Karmatians, however, were 
sanguinary and cruel to their foes, they,' in their 
turn, experioiced a similar treatment. Their 
chieft, among whom was Hosein, fell into the 
power of Al Moktafi, and, by his onder, expired 
in excruciating tortures. The caliph's armies 
were also numerous, and well commanded* 
£gypt and Syria, which had^been separated from 
the empire under his predecessors, were re-unit- 
ed to it. In despite of all his precautions, a ca* 
tavan going to Mecca was, in his reign, for the 
£rittime, attacked and phmdered by the Karms^ 
L2 
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tiaDs, who earned offan immfenBe booty, and pot 
idbout twentf thousand pilgrims to the sww«U 
But, being surprisad in the act of diiidbig iCy 
they Mrere compelled to relinquish thek spaM* 
Zakruna^ their chief, was taken prisoner in the 
action, and died of a contusionhe had receiTed, 
which hurt his brain :.neveitheleB8, his body, at* 
tended by his wife, domestics, and a great mim-* 
ber of Karmatian prisoners, was sent to? Bagdad. 
Upon their. anival, the body, preceded by Zak«- 
cuna's wife, was carried in triumph through the 
princ^ial streets in the city, and all the prisonera 
were put to.deadu 

Al Moktafi departed this life at Bagdad, after 
he had reigned neaiiy seven years ; he left be« 
hind him immense riches, and a nunenms mmsf^ 
though he could not pe<«nnex to theempire a& 
the proidnces that had been lost by some of his 
predecessors ; besides his bad ibrees, he possess* 
•d fleets also. - Either in person, or by his genc- 
cais, he gave frequent 4xittle to the Greeks and 
Tucks ; he rarely slept above £[>uf hours; the rt^ 
tnainderof the night was divided between study 
and the affairs of government : he left the fiaio- 
ces in an excellent state, and great armies on foot. 
Authors pronounce him good and humane ; and 
'that, notwithstanding the wars in which he en- 
gaged, he lamented that efiurion of blood, wlucfi 
necessity had obliged him. to cause* He was 
succeeded by . . 

. ^ Moktader, who was then not quite fowv 
'3^ ' teen years of ^ge, and who, on account of 
his tender age, was despised and imposed 
on. For some time the kingdom was harassed 
by fections, one of which placed Al Mortadi on 
. the throne: (lowever, he reigned only twenty- 



fcKr haanj when he made his escape into ttat 
deseit ; fiom whence he was soon drawn and 
desteo^ed* Odiing this state of confiision, die 
pofralace committed great disorders at Bagdad, 
tiH the ringleaden were taken, and hmi^t to 
oon^;n punishment*; but £bn Hamdan, though 
the <&ef author ei the revolt, was pard^ied, tmd 
raised to the government of Kariiah* This year 
there lell so great a quantity ci snow in one day 
afe'Biigdad, that is was fimr feet deep in every 
part cithe district of that metropolis ; a pheno- 
menon which had not been known before, in the 
memory of man. This tvas ftdlowed by a severe 
fioat, ^ring which the cold was so intense, that 
it destroyed most of the palm-trees and ^^egeta* 
Ues in the territdry of Bagdad* 
• AlMoktader was at thb time governed by his 
women and eunuchs. 

'The MusBulmtfi under the command of Da* 
mian, the enur of Tyre, and Leo, of Tripoli^ 
with a fleet oi Uiree hundred ships, comniitted 
dreadfitil ranges on the coasts and in die isfiuids 
«( die JS.gean Sea, and totally defeated the Greek 
enemy, near the ishoid of Samos. Abu Said, 
die Karmatian general, made an irrupdon into 
Yatnama, vand took Hajr ; and Al Ahsa, in tins 
seign, was assassinated by (me of his domestics, 
^ a faa^. He was succeeded 'in the command 
of'tilie Karmatian forces by his son Said, who, 
immediately after his election, ordered the flesh 
of the assassin who murdered his fiither to be 
torn off wkh pincers, till he expired. 
- In the 303d year of the Hegira, Elm Halhden 
rebelled against the king in Mesopotamia ; de- 
feated an army sent agftmst him f took allihek- 
teggage i and even threatened the imperial ci^ . 
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of Bagdad: tmt he was at last vanquished hf: 
Munes, the eunuch, the best geiieral Al Mokta- 
der had) who took him and his-son priscmers, and 
conducted him, under a guard, upon a camel, 
with oblong caps or turbans upon their heads, 
and vests of hair-cloth upon their bodies, through ^ 
Mawselvto Bs^;dad, where, immediately after 
tiieir arrival, they were thrown into prison. 
This year the Mussulmen made an irruption into 
the imperial territories, under the conduct of 
Damian, who was killed while he was carrying 
on the siege of Strobelon* 

The 308th year of the Hegira was rendered 
famous by the entire defeat of the Magrebian 
aimy in Egypt Munes, having come to a reso-> 
luti<Mi to give the enemy battle, attacked Ka* 
aem's forces with such bravery, that he over- 
threw them with great slaughter ; he also made 
himself master of their baggage, as well as of 
all the plunder they had acquired* Next year^ 
Al Hallaj was ^ut to death at B^ad; this- 
extrac»dinary person has been cons^ered in- 
different lights by . the Mohammedans ; some; 
of them having revered him as a sort of diyii^ 
nity, and others as a juggler and impostor. We * 
are told that in summer he could make winter 
fruits ai^ar before any number of spectators, 
and summer fruits in winter ; that, by. stretch- 
ing out his hand in the air, he could make dir^- 
hems fall upon the ground, with inscriptions 
upon thiem, '< there is one God ;" which he» 
called the dirhems of omnipotence ; that he. 
knevTfevery particular transaction in private fa- , 
milies ; and that he could even penetrate into 
the most secret recesses of men's hearts* A 
persuasion of such surprising abilities could not 
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fifl to 'gain him a vast immber oP difld]iiies md 
feNofwers* amoiig^ the vulgar ; nor could even 
fMveril doctors of the law teU what to make of 
iniau Some writers inform us, that he could 
{Mss&o^several days together wi&out Ibod, and 
that when hebitke his fast, he only took three 
moutfafids of bread and a little water. .He 
came from Khorasan into Irak, and from thenee 
to Mecca, where he went to live in a cave, which 
was always open at top. After his return to 
Bagdad, he was much talked of ; many pre- 
tending that the Deity resided in him, and some 
even asserted that he was God himself. The 
vistr,- Htttned, having been tdd that he had 
raist^ several people from the dead, sent for 
Mm, in order to interrogate him about his pre« 
tensions. Before him, however, he disclaimed 
the gift of prophecy, the working of miracles^ 
and the residence of the Deity in him ; saying, 
that he was possessed of no extraordinary pow« 
ers, and that he worshipped God like other men; 
Hamed was about to dismiss him, when one of 
his books was produced, in which he maintained, 
thi^ if a Mussulman could not go in pilgrimage 
to Mecca, he ought to perform all the prescribed 
ceremonies in a convenient room devoted to the 
putpose ; to feed and clothe thirty orphans, and 
give each of them seven dirhems ; and that if 
he acted in this manner, he would reap all the 
benefits and advantages accruing to Mussulmen, 
from a performance of the usual pilgrimage. 
For tills benevolent and excellent scheme, wor- 
diy of the highest applause, and which will claim 
the approbation- of all good men who shall ever 
hear of the name of Al HfiUaj, did the doctors 
of the law unanimously condemn him todeath ;> 
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the decision was confiraied by the caliph, ai^ 
he was executed in tlTe following most cnui 
manner : fii'st, he received a thousand stapes, 
without even uttering a. groan ; then one of his 
haods was cut off, then one of his feet ; after- 
ward, the other foot, then the other hand ; smd^ 
lastly, the fatal stroke was given him, which 
put an end to his sufferings. After his exequ* 
tion, his body was burnt, the ashes were throwa 
into the Tigris, and his head^was exposed to pub* 
lie view, in the market-place of Bagdad. 

Abu Thaher intercepted a caravan of pilgrims 
on their return from Mecca to Bagdad, entirely 
defeated it, and cut to pieces the greatest part 
of the caliph's troops, of which it was composed. 
Most of the people whom he permitted to escape 
died of thirst and fatigue, which they were oblig- 
ed to sustain in the desert. The Karmatian g^ 
neral, who was at this time not more than . nine- 
teen ye&xs of age, is said to have made more 
than two thousand prisoners, and to have ac-> 
quired a booty of one million of dinars in mo^ 
ney, together with .all the rich effects and provi-. 
sions of the caravan, worth at least as much 
more. He sent an ambassador to Bagdad, to 
treat with Al Moktader, which, however, was 
refused. About this time, an insurrection hap- 
pened at Damascus, wherein the Mussulmen de- 
molished the large and beautiful church of Saint 
Mary, and carried off all the sacred vessels, of 
almost inestimable value. 
. In the 3 1 5th year of the Hegira, Abu Thaher, 
the Karmatian general, overthrew the caliph's 
forces, with very great slaughter. He also pos- 
sessed himself of the city of Cufa, and even 
threatened Bagdad : the inhabitants of which 
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w^^ stnick with the .utmost consternation* 
However, Al Moktader raised a body of ten 
thousand horse, which he sent to act against the 
Karmatians ; but the general who commanded 
them, not having been able. to bring the enemy 
to battle, returned, after the conclusion of the 
campaign, to Bagdad, without having effected 
any thing considerable* This inactivity so ani- 
mated Abu Thaher, that he a^aiiced, at the 
head of his forces, to Anbar, though he soon re- 
tired, without having effected any thing against 
the place. 

In the following year, he seized upon the town 
of Rahaba, and put a great number of inhabi- 
tants to the sword ; and, verj^ soon after, Al 
Moktader was coifstrained to abdicate the throne* 
Munes, his general, who was greatly esteemed 
by the army, having conceived an invincible 
aversion for him, entered the imperial palace, 
and carried away the caliph, with all his rela- 
tions and children, as prisoners to his house. 
Al Kaher was elected in his stead ; but, in the 
space of diree days, the soldiers, repenting of 
their precipitation, recalled Al Moktader to the 
throne ; he seemed to harbour no resentment 
i^inst his brother, though he took the first 
opportunity of throwing him into prison. In 
his dungeon, he planned his brother's death, the 
circumstances of which are very remarkable* 
Al Moktader was a great lover of horse-racing* 
Al Kaher gained over an African, who was aji 
excellent horseman, to present himsejf as such to 
his brother. He acquitted himself with so much 
dexterity and gracefulness, that the caliph made 
him recommence several times, and ordered hiii 
guard to retire some distance, that he might have 
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abetter view of him* At this moment) thf ASof^ 
can urged his horse against the caliph^ and tfaraat^ 
ing a javelin into hia breast, he instaiUif Ml dead 
from his seat. The Afncan rode off fuli speed 
towards the prison, to libevate Al Kaher* Pa8»» 
ibg through the market, he met an ass loaded 
with briars ; his horse started, reared^ and threw 
his rider on oneof the shambles^ where he remain^ 
ed susp^kdeA by the clun on a hook. His horse 
escaped from under him, and the populace, who 
were pursuing him, finding him in this statci, 
took the briars from off the ass, set fire to them, 
and burnt the assassin. Thus was Al Moktader's 
murder punished, almost as soon as peipetrated* 
About this time, Egypt was infested with sucii 
swarms of locusts, that they darkened the aiv, 
and devoured every tMng green in those parte 
of that fruitful country which. they> traversed^ 
The same year, Abu Thaher entered Mecca witb 
his troops, killed a great number of inlgrims in 
the temple, demolic^d the building that covered 
the well Zemzem, and plundered the Caabai 
Among other pro&naticNDs offered to tiiat cele- 
brated place, tiiey took away a &mous black 
stone, which they refiised to restore, although 
the people of Mecca ofiered five thousand & 
nars for it. However, af^r they had kept it two 
and twenty years, they sent it back, at the same 
time ridicuHng them, by assuring them it was 
not the true Stone; but, as it is said, it was provw 
ed to be no counterfeit, by its pecidiar quality of 
swimming on water. The Kaimatian, however, 
who was. sent to take away the golden spout> 
li^hich carried away the water from the top of 
tbe Caaba, broke his neck in the attempt. 
Before Abu Thaher advanced to Mecca, he 
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haA flevenl engnge m cnte wkh ^e odipb's 
ibtces; after wluHch he atopied all the weUfi be^ 
tween Bagdad and Mecca, not pennittiiig thft 
canrraasof pilgrinrntopass between that ci^tt* 
ud and Meooa, ekher from Meac^tamia or 
Khoraaan* He butchered a great numbo* oC 
thepeople,bafthwitlttn and without the Caaba^ 
iiid alao in the atreeta of Mecca ; insomuclif 
tet he filled with dead bodiea teotl <^ thai 
hooaea in the town, and the waya^ vaUiea, and 
deaert placea» in the neighbourhood. 

Al IJMtader waa eateemed religioua) delightf 
ed in* ^ving alni% and fasted f^en* He had 
many aecretarie% goTeraors of pnyvinces and 
citiea, and ooosac^ra, or visirs. Some of the 
women belonging to the court had a great share 
in the administration) particularly a young wo» 
man named Yamek, who was so thoroughly 
versed in all the weiglrtier points of the Moham^ 
meckm law, that judges^ in the determination of 
criminal causes, and the doctors of the law, in 
their most important decisions, often found them* 
sdves obliged to have recourse to her assist* 
ance. 

In this reign flourished Albat^, so celebrated 
for his accurate astronomical observations. This 
great mathematician and philosopher profess^ 
5ie Sabian religion, which cMefly prevailed at the 
time of hisbirdi in the city of Harran ; hence 
his taUes are called the Sabian tables. And in 
the 930th year of the Hegira, Std Zacarius Al 
Ran, a person extremely well versed in all kinda 
iji andent learning ; though he excelled most in 
physic, and is styled the Phoenix of the age. In 
his youth he gave himself up entirely to musict 
tat afterwards appbed himself to the study of 

Vol. X. M 
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philosophy vdth so much success, that he 'mate 
a wonderful progress in every branch of it, attd 
composed a great number of books upmi phy- 
sical and philosophical subjects. He is s»d tx> 
have contracted webs in his eyes, by the immo- 
derate eating of beans ; and, ti»wanis the close 
of his Hfe, lost both of them by cataracts* He 
would not permit an oculist, who dame to oouch 
him, to perform the operation, because he covid 
not tell of how many little coats the eye con- 
sisted ; saying, at the same time, that he was not 
very desirous of recovering his sight, as he had 
already seen enough of the world to make him 
abhor it* He composed twelve books in alche* 
my, in which he asserted the possibiKty of a 
transmutation of metals ; he understood astro- 
logy, or the art of predicting future events frdm 
the aspects of the celestial bodies. He i^as li- 
beral, munificent, and courteous, to all men ; 
extremely charitable to the poor ; not only giv- 
ing them his advice as a physician, but suppljring 
idl their Wants, in the most liberal manner. 

Munes wished to raise his ward, Abul Abbas, 
the son of Moktader, to the caliphate, but the 
partisans of Al Kaher prevailed. He quitted a 
. j^ prison for a throne : from the throne, a 
g' year after, he returned to a prison. At a 
future period he supported a more mise- 
rable life, though at liberty, than he had done 
in chains ; but, unfortunately, he merited these 
distressing vicissitudes. As soon as he becamfe 
mastier, Al Moktader's children, his concubines, 
and domestics, were ordei'ed into his presence, 
and put to the toiture, in order to force from them 
a discovery of the treasures that his predecessor 
had distributed among them. On the simple sus- 
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^ pidon thaet Ahmed) the son of Mocktasi, saeant 

W to usurp the dignity, the barbarian called him in* 

f to one of the inmost recesses of the palace, and 

had lum nailed to the wall, by the hands and feet; 
then, being always pressed for money, he sent 
for Abu TaJiya, a man of the robe, and very rich, 
and commanded him to count him down a large 
4mm« The lawyer declared, that it was not in 
jhe^ power. ^* Ahmed," said the tyrant, who is 
I la the Jiext apartment, ^ told me you could, and 

be is of opinion, that you should*" Abu Yahya 
I iwent then to explain himself: on entering the 

I tphaohber, the dreadful spectacle that struck h^ 

I «ght filled him with fear and horror ; he pro- 

jmsed^ and gave all that was demanded* 
.^ The Turkish soldiers, though unjust to sev^ 
fal of his predecessors, whom they compelled to 
idbdicate, performed a signal act of equity, when 
•they hurled him from the throne* After putting 
out his eyes, they once more cast him into pri* 
aon, where he remained twelve years. One of 
his successors set him at liberty ; but withoq,! 
bestowing upon, him sufi&cient to procure the ne- 
cessafies of life* A contemporary historian has 
decUo^, timt he saw him at the door of the 
grand mosque of Bagdad, covered with n^s and 
&th, and stretching out his hand to the peofde, 
whom he addressed in the following terms: 
^ Pray remember him who was once your ca- 
liph, and is now reduced to the necessity of ask- 
ing you for alms*" He died at the age of fifty- 
five, and is justly characterised as extremely 
icasb, cruel, and avaricious* 
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CHAPTER VI. 

The Arabsy wider the Ca&phB of the House of AIL 
Ahba^ continued* 

AFTER ^the depcM^tioti of Al Kaher, his ne* 
pheW) Al Racfi, was taken oat of prison, 
wbere he had been confined, and placed upoti 
the throHey the very day his uncle was deposed. 
But how nmch was thb ^yignttT^degraded ; faeiw 
inconnderable was the circle of its power, con^ 
pared to its lipnner geuldsm I Arabian Indci 
Persian Irak ; the cities of Basra, and Ci]& i 
^gyP^ Sym, and Sgm ; the Mussnlman prot- 
vinces in Sicily and Crete : all these vast and* 
'CKtensive countries had pasaed into the possesi> 
man of sovereigns, who, though they rdl pe ctcd 
the caliph of Bagdad, allowed him a degree of 
pfe^minence raider in rcfigious concerns than 
in political govermnent. In reality, Bagdad 
und its environs were all that remained to the 
^tiph ; but, as if this small portion were too' 
diffioilt to govern, Al RacM instituted a post 
superior to Uiatof visir, which he named emirU' 
al-<imra ; that is to say, commftRdant of oom^ 
mandants : this great officer, or nAct prime 
4nEiinister, was trusted with the adminbtration of 
all military affairs, and had the management of 
the finances; he even officiated for thecalipfa- 
in the grand mosque of Bagdad, and had his 
name mentioned in the public service through* 
out the empire. In a word, Al Radi was so en<» 
tirely governed by thisiaew officer, that hecould • 
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not take out of the treasury a single diiiar for 
hisovFD uscy without his permission. 

In the 336th year of the Hegira, Ebn Mok- 
lab, who was then visir, wrote, on the pait of 
the caliph, a letter to Yahcam, the Turk, telling 
liim, that now it was time for him to advance to 
Bagdad, at the head of a body of troops, in or- 
der to deliver the t:aliphate from the tyranny of 
Etna Rayek, and to occupy his place* But this 
letter having been intercepted, Ebn Rayek dis- 
covered to the caliph the reason of the visir, 
who had dared to write such a letter without his 
master's knowledge, and even against his express 
ord^^* Moklah, upon his appearing before the 
caliph, at first denied the fact, but the letter, in 
his own hand-writing, being produced, he was 
found guilty, and condemned by the judges to 
have his right hand cut off, for having conmiit- 
ted so heinous a crime* When sei^ence wa» 
pronounced, he complained bitterly of the seve- 
rity of it, and of the iniquity of ciitting off the 
right hand of a man who had invented the most 
la^ttti&l character that had ever been used* 
among the Arabs, and had written several copies 
of the Koran in so elegant a manner, that they 
possed .for master-pieces in the art of writing, 
and bad 4>een visir to three successive caliphs* 
N«r ^d he conteivt himself with bare complaints: 
he mveighed bitteriy against the judges and 
die caliph lumself ; wherefore, the executioner 
not only deprived him of his ri^t hand, but, 
some days afterwiffds, out out his tongue ; after 
Tviiich, be was confined in one of the -dungeons 
bdofig^ng to the imperial palace* - Al Radi 
ragned dependent on the emir-al-omras, not 
c9ljF tiwstt of luB own creating, bui those whia*. 
M2 



tote their aoHiiMity fiom his fiFwp. Hb ict^ 
this shadow of dignity ahaost seYcn ycarsi md 
died at thnty. I£storiaBs deacrft)e \ma as pos- 
4ie8sed of goodness and humanity : he was libe* 
fal, munificent, nuld, weH versed in literature^ 
eloquent, a good poet, and a great admii^ of 
^ke conversation of karned B&en. He was the 
last of die caliphs who wrote vetses, at kast stick 
as were worthy of havkig a place assigned tiiem 
in the Mohammedan annals; he was the laat 
likewise of the Mussufanen emperors that officii 
ated constantly in the mosque; that commanded 
the forces ; that had the ^^posal of the puUie 
money ; and that, in short, exeicised any kind 
of real authori^ over the Arabs* His suooes* 
sors, for a considerable poiod at least, enjoyed 
little more than the bare title of calqih, and of 
this they were even at last derived by the Tai^ 
tars. Henceforth, therefore, the caliphs of Bag* 
dad will not oceupy a more exalted station in hm^ 
«ory than they did in the theatre of their wonted 
gimndeur* 

• When the caliph Al Radi expired, Yahcam^ 

then enmHd-omra, was at Cu&, and, upon hia 

receiving advice of that prince's death, he in^ 

mediately dispatched one of his secretaries -to 

Bagdad, with orders to convoke the desoendaota 

of Alt, the judges, the house of Al Abba% and 

all the principal officers of the empire, to cdect 

^ ^ the new cali[^. They had not been long 

941. «Bsembled, before they chase Ibnihiaiif 

•sumamed, afterwards^ Al Mottaki, whom 

they unanimously saluted en^ror. Ai .Mo^ 

laki, after his inauguration, sent a aumptuooa 

vest luid a banner to Yahcam, and condinued 

lum in the post of emir-aKomra ; he alsQ.eoQ*' 
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AbiaSaiem in the office of raii^^KNi|[^ 
te.had not the leaat antiiority in the state* 
. Yahcun having jent a body of tsoi^s from 
•Waaet, to reduce Abu Abdallah,Ai Baridi set 
oat finm that citf , to take die command of 
iheae troops ; bot he was met upon the road hf 
Mieacpressy which infiwined him that his foroea 
had^ready prored superim* to the enemy, and 
«bliged Al Baridi to take himself to flight. 
Yahcam, therefiM^, diiected his course towuda 
Ifae batdcs of the Taur, hunting through all the 
Hact he trav c r aed* He made an incorsion, with 
a. small party, into a district bofderingnpondiat 
river, inhabited by arich andnumeraus tribe of 
Cnsds, in order to piBage them ; and, having 
surprised thb people, who little expected such a 
visits he Idled -several of them, and dispersed 
<he reit. However, a young Curd, observe 
ing the barbarity and rapacity of this phin- 
4ereis whom he did not know, made direcUy at 
hmk, and ran Inm^uough with his lance; upon 
whichhe fell instantly to the ground, and ex* 
pired. The ealiph, vetaeiring advice of what had 
kttppmcd to Yabcam, immediately look poasea^ 
akm of his palace, wh^e he found immense 
tieasurcs buried under ground; all which he 
seiaedfiH'the service of the state, and conferred 
the post of emir^-<imia upon Cieitakin, the 
Deyfaunite ; but, not bdng pleased with his con- 
ihict, he soon cfismissed him, and appointed, as 
his auecessor, Eba Rayek, who tisme finm his 
lesidence in Syria to Bi^dad for that purpose. 
Ahaat this time an grievous a femine raged in 
aeveml parts of l^cily, that many of the towns 
and viUagesof that fruitful island were eniirelf 
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In the 333d year of the Heglra, a lobber* | 

supported by £bn Shirazad, one of Teuzan's | 

chief commanders, to whom he paid monthly, i 

for his protection, fifteen thousand dinars, ap* 
peared in the neighbourhood of Bagdad, and ' 

committed, even within ^ght of that cs^ital, 
terrible depredations. In the mean time, Al 
Mottaki, perceiving that Teuzan became every, 
day more insolent, discovered an indins^tion to 
deprive his prime minister of. the ofiBice he had 
assigned him, the preceding year ; a design which 
so enraged the Turk, that he oUiged the caliph 
to abandon the city of Bagdad, and retire to Al 
Mawsel. At length, however, he meditated a 
return, and wrote to Teuzan, making oyertures 
for a reconciliation* This year the Russians, by 
means of a fleet they had equipped on the Cas- 
pian Sea, made an irruption into the greater Ar* 
menia, penetrated as far as the city of Bardaa, 
which they took and sacked^ and retunied, with- 
out having sustained any condderable loss. Such 
a scarcity of all sorts of grain . prevailed for seve- 
ral mondis at Bagdad, that the inhabitants . of 
that metropolis wei% terrified at the thoughts c^ 
a famine* The famous Abu Thaherdied of the 
small-pox, in the course of this year* In the 
ne^t, Al Mottaki was deposed by Teuzan, .bef(»« 
he had been quite lour years upcm the throne* ■ 
In answer to the caliph's letter, sent towards the. 
close of the preceding year, the usurper assuned^ 
this prince, that the propcoals he had offered.' 
for an accommodation were peHectly agreeahie . . 
to. him, and that he. would ^igageto perform.- 
all the articles of the future treaty deofianded- 
b|^ th^ caliph ; and that Al Mottaki might, de^; 
pend upon being received with idl the i)iOffi«)uiB > 
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Aie*tp a person in ids subfime statkm. The ca- 
tiph reiying upon thra promise, went to join Teii* 
an in his camp* As soon as the emir perceived 
lum, he quitted his horse, -walked by the side of 
Ihe stixTup, prostrated tiimself, and treated hinoi 
and his fiumily with every mark of respect and 
fatmoor. He vnote at the same lime to Bagdad, 
desiring that Al Mostacfi, the son of Mottafi 
flhoidd be sent to him* The scene then diangi- 
ed* The unfortunate Mottaki was torn from the 
throne^ and the emir, not content with this act 
of ii^ustke, added to it that of depriving him of 
hisstg^t. Hewasthenteftto wanderawretdi- 
ed mendicant, in the tattered garb of poverty, 
jisid wooden shoes, the only covering for his feet* 
£fiBtefii, writers represent him as a just and refi- 
giotts prince, who had scarcely any thing lefk 
h^, besides the bare title of caliph ; the privi* 
lege of having his name impressed on the cur^ 
rentccun; and the liboty of officiating as Imam 
jn the public mosques. In the course of Ua 
reign, Al Mottaki sent, as a present to theGredk 
eanperor, the handkerchief with which our Sa^ 
vi«ir 'm said to have wiped his &ce, and wherdii 
Ihe resemblance of his countenance was stffl to 
be seen, which had been preserved in the chtirdi 
of fidessa. The empenor, in consequence of 
this ptesent, released a great number of Mofann* 
medan prisoners* Al Mskm relates, that our 
Saivoorsent the handkerchief above-mentioned 
to Abgar, the bladk king of Edessa, and that, 
opooits arcfissl at Constantinople, it was con« 
ducted in great pomp by ^ne patriarch, bishops, 
tlergy, aa#Greek nolnlity, to the church of San« 
la £p^ia, where it was thai deposited, and for 
a l0ng ^me i^nrards remained. 
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- Whik this princefUed the throDe, a gpriepvoai 
finnine visited several parts of Syria, Met(^ti> 
inia, and Irak, which was succeeded by a droadU 
ful pestilence, that raged tiJl the beginning of tiift 
Allowing year* At Bagdad, in partictilary tht 
people were forced to live on bran and hay^ for^ 
considerable dme ; and such a dreadful mertalih 
ty hereupon ensued among the Mussuimen, thM 
many of them were frequently buried in tlw; 
same grave, and that without either funend ser* 
vice or ablution* 

About this time two sects arose, very vblenl 
antagonists, and rancorous enemies to each othert 
Their disputes were on an incomprehensiUe subi> 
ject, which has afforded, from that time to the 
present, matter for extremely vehement disputar 
tions* The point of contest was, whether Go4 
governs all things by general or partial laws; 
whether predestination be absolute or relative* 
Al Ashari supported the former system, against 
Jobbais, who had been his master ; and, to prove 
the governance of God by a general providence^ 
he maintained the injustice of a partial provi- 
dence. He proposed the argument in the fol* 
lowing question :— -^' What do you think would be 
the hie of three brothers, one of whom lived in 
the observance of God's commands, the other in 
open defiance of them, and the third died in in* 
^cy ?— Jobbsds replied, " The first would be 
recompensed in heaven, the second punished in 
hell, and the third neither punished nor rewards 
cd."— '* Then," answered Al Ashari, <* might 
not the third say, had my life been longer,. m)f 
lot would have been more happy ?"— " True,'? 
replied Jobbais, ^ but God would answer, I fore*- 
aawy that had your life been prolonged, you 



ikidli huve become an dbjett of puhisfnti^tit." 
ki thaft case, th6 second might rqdn, << that he 
de^t to have escaped punishment, by being cut 
0iF in his infancy;" To obviate, therefore, thf^ 
^ipearanee of injustice and cruelty, with regard 
to^tile'CreaJWr, AlAshari maintained, that the 
des^ny of individuids is not fixed by the Deity, 
but that he itondons them to the influence of 
general laws. 

' Ai Mottaki was succeeded by Al Mok- 
tafi. Upon his accession, he continued his ^ 
befiefitctor, Teuzan, in the post of emir- 
td-omra, who, in consequence of this office, had 
the government of Bagdad, with a district be- 
Ibh^hg to it, entirely committed to his charge. 
Al • Moktafi released his predecessor, Al Kaher, 
from bis confinement in the imperial palace, and 
sent him, dressed only with a cotton shirt on his 
back, and wooden shoes on his feet, to the house 
of £bn Thaher, that he might not be in a con- 
dition to disturb the public repose. Peace, how^ 
ever, Was soon banished from the caliph's throne^ 
by ttie intrigues of a female favourite, who had 
formerly been instrumental to his elevation to 
0ie Mohammedan throne, and was now not less 
fe in bis deposition ; for, Moezzadawla having 
beeii apprised that she was caballing with some 
of the great men at court, in order to remove 
hfm from the post of emir-al-omra, he appeared 
at the head of a strong party in the caliph's pa- 
lace^ on the day appointed by that prince for 
^na^ting an audience, to the ambassador of the 
6rriir of 'Khorasan. Moezzadawla, according 
to custom, took his seat close by the caliph, and 
prostrated himSelf before him ; which ceremony 
tiras scarce overi when two Deylamite bfiicers 



KppeoBolied AiMosteofi^ wlio faekl «ft^»i& nf Ui 
iMindft to each of < tbem txykwi ; but, iolusgmf 
gnrpRse, tkey sdsKd upon him), dragged hifli 
ipom his thfone, lied his turbanaboat bis iie«k» 
and hurned him to the emii^s palace, vrh^e^ ha 
Has immediatdy thrown into irana. His fat 
msde fiiirourite, who woidd have beea the caase 
ef this new revohilioii, wm aeiaedf and bet 
.tongue cut out. The cidiph w£(s deprived of Ua 
sight bj die conspvatorS) who phuxksod the im- 
perial palace. 

The descendants of Al Moktadi, aft^ two 
hktermediate successions, once more s^peared 
on the throne of the caliphs, in the pevson of Al 
. . J. Moti. The &ther was sovereign of B%» 

'5/ dad, and the environs* Al Moti was oo»> 
fined to a part of the cit^, and his wholn 
administradve and diplomatic ccnps comsled of 
one secretary. Al Moti oontkuied Moeazadawla 
in the dffice of emir^l-omra, havmg himself no 
other share of the ptiblic revenues, not oi tiui 
power and authority formerly ann»ed to this 
high station, than what that prime minister .1^ 
lowed him%- Peace aad war were, however^ cm^ 
lied on in his name, but, though in hia name, he 
had no casting voice. The very existence of 
this court depending on the pbus veneration of 
die people, made the persons who composed it 
scrupulously attentive and punctual in die dis- 
charge of aU the Mohammedan duties. It was 
also the centre of literary controversy ; but the 
reid sdences, being but poorly recompensed l^ 
ealiphs, no longer opulent, under Moti, quitisd 
-Bagdad for Aleppo, where they were honoursbtir 
received and protected by Abul Azan, a magiii» 
ficeat and generous prince. He vraa iSustrious 



Ibrlitsgfefttiiesscf Mml, bis Taknir, bb cm&> 
taon^his love of justke, and his strict olMKirv- 
iBice of all religious duties* His palace was the 
abode of poets and philosophers, oi whom none^ 
OQ their departure, had cause to complain of his 
want of liberality or unkindness. He rdgned as 
sover^;n prince over tlus division <^ the ancient 
empire) which he bad converted into a flourish* 
mg state : while' the wretched caliph was de* 
privedeven of necessaries by the rapacity of his 
emir, the latter abandoned himself to pleasure 
and tide indulgence of every extravagance, inso- 
lently depen<iing on his master's economy as his 
means of supporting them. On an occasion, 
wben the finances were insufficient to pay the 
arrears of the militia, he demanckd the sum 
from the pontiff, who, in reply, urged the im* 
possibility of satisfying his demands. ^ You 
had b^ter acquiesce with a good grace," said 
die erairr** than wait till you are forc^.** This 
menace so terrified the prince, that he even sold 
the furniture of his palace, and remitted the mo- 
Btey to tbeoemir, who ip a short tinie dissipated 
the whi^ Al Moti fiUe^ the throne twenty- 
nine years,- in this state of abject dependence. 
He abdicated it at the age of sixty-three, and died 
about two months after. 

During his reign there was a dreadful famine 
dk Bagdad, in which several women are ^d to 
have destroyed their children, and to have eaten 
them: for which inhumanity they were exe* 
euted, and their bodies thrown in the Tigris^ 
At this period, some of the principal Sicilians 
ento^d into a conspiracy against the emir of 
that island, but it was discovered just when it 
was upon the pcnnt of being .carried into exe* 
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ention. The ringleaders were s^ized^ and ^e 
most guilty executed ; whkh produced pablie 
tranquillity in the Mt>hamniedan part of the i 

island; • 

Air accident happened soon dler, that occa^ \ 

sioned an open rupture bet¥^eii Ai Moezs& atM 
Al^dalrahinan, the calijphs of Kairwan and Ati* 
dalusia. The latter having sent a Vessel t6 
Alexandria, this ship gave cl^e to and took ano*- 
ther, sent from the emir of Sicily, by Al Mbe^ 
tvith an ambassador and his dispatches on board ; 
an insultwhich so incensed the caliphbf Kairwari) 
that he immediately fitted out a fleet with a body 
of land forces on board, to make reprisals on tl4 
cafiph of Andalusia's subjects. This fleet, which 
was re-inforoed with the Sicilian squadron soon 
after, entered the port of Almeria, and burned 
all the ships riding at anchor, except the vessel 
which Al Hasan, the late emir of Sicily, who 
commahded Al Moezz's fleet, seized upon, with, 
a number of singing girls, and a very valuable 
cargo on board, belonging to Abdalrahman 
himself, as a lawful .prize. Not contented with • 
this," Al Hasan made a descent, with the troops j 

on board the combined fleet, on the coast of 1 

Grenada ; which he ravaged in a dreadful man- ' 

ner, put many of the Spanish Mussulmen to 
the sword, and then returned safe, without hav- 
ing sustained any considerable loss. Abdalrah- 
man having received advice of these hostilities 
and^iepredations, immediately equipped a strong 
squadron, to cruize oti the coast of Africa, and 
if possible to land a body of troops* in that cbun- 
try ; but thi^ squadron, having been worsted in 
an engagement, was obliged to return^ without 
having effected any thing of consequence. 



foi M Said) in the Upiper Egypt, seated on the 
fil^terf) W^L of the Nile^ and the confines^ of 
Ethic^a. The Nubian forces mealing with no 
^s^my to csp^oae them, socm made themselves 
lBaa<^ of the place) levelled it with the gfx)iind» 
9ndci^ed off niany of its inhabitants into cap^ 
livky, putting the re^t to tlie sword. The Egyp- 
tians jrec^iving advice of what had happened 
9^nt m army in pursuit of the Ling pf Nubia» 
wjiich entirely defeated himy took a great num* 
bgr <of his men prison^r^ and dis^ra^ the rest. 
After, this victofx, they penetrated into the Nu- 
tfiftn tenitoiies, apd.^rned a fortiiess called A) 
Bil9) ^.assaultt with which they concluded the 
^peralioiia of the campaign* . 

.^lo.lbe course of thi^ Ithre^ hundred and forty^ 
jmth y<»r of the Begira, a cowderable number 
of LEgyptiam »n4 Ms^r^bians wete^swqit away» 

^by nj^^tlme^ in a certsun valley, into the Red 

^^Af by a lorrenl; that brok^ in suddenly upon 

ik&at when thiey were returning from Mecca, 

\ vitk 1^1 their .luggage and camels* Two thoi> 

sand village inhabit^ by Turks embraced Mo- 

' haojtmjedism* 

The !»ext year is remarkable for being the first, 

' in trhich the office of kadi of Bagdad was ex- 
posed for sale, and bought foi* the amiual sum of 
tw^ htindcfed tbodtiand dirhema, to be paid out of 
thfi^profita.of it to. Moezza i;>awla, the emir Al 
Qs]ira«.. Such.ti Sagnant instance of venality was 
never, btefore. heard of in. the Moharnmedan'em- 
^ J i)Ut ftom tins period,, all the prinqip^ 
oeiicea of the stftte were disposed of at B^dad 
intfaBBxaame manner*' > . 
In thie foUowing year Nicephorus Phoca% the 
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itnperia) general, penetratiBg into the Moslem 
territories, with an army of sixtf thousand men,' 
laid siege to Ain-Zari)a, which in a short time 
surrendereda* Soon after he entered the town, 
he commanded all the inhabitants, by the pubfic 
crier, to retire Into the great mosque, threaten- 
ing to put all those to the sword who should be 
found in their own houses, after sun-set; This 
order was obeyed by all who had timely notice 
of it ; but the next morning, the Greeks found a 
great number^ of men, women, and children, 
without the mosque, whom they cruelly massa- 
cred. After this an order was issued by the 
Creek general, requiring everyone of the.Mus- 
tulmen confined in the mosque to depart the city 
before night, upon pain of being treated in the 
same manner as those who neglected the former 
command. In consequence %f this order, those 
poor people quitted the mosque in such confo- 
•ion and hurry, that many were pressed to death, ^ 
and others, not loiowing which way to take, ' 
perished on the road, being destitute of aU ne- 
cessaries and assistance. Nor did the Greeks 
fail to butcher those the next day whom they 
foimd in any part of the town* However, they 
abandoned the place at the approach of L«itt 
threatening to return after the expiration of that 
solenm season. 

Nicephorus, after the reduction of Ain-Zarba|. 
marched with an army oi two hundred tbou- 
sand^men to Aleppo, in order to reduce that 
place ; but though he attacked it with incrediUe 
fury, he was repulsed by the bravery of the be« 
Meged in every assault* After three days' siege, 
a dissension, arising between the citizens and the 
garriaoiii afforded the Greeks an opportunity of 



Soetaog open the f«X^ and, enttdrijog &e tQwn, 
JthofT put great muUituiks of m&k, and women 
' ^ thD swonl, aod outied off above tea thouMi|d 
children of both sexes, vnth an immense quao- 
&ttir of spools Thsy then bad siege to the cita- 
jdci ;/ winch) howeTer, in -a few days they were 
iobligcd to abandon* In their retreat) they of- 
fered not the, least ii^ury or violence to any of 
4]ie people in the district of Aie{]^ but ordered 
.thenxtosow and till their gnwKid as. usual ; say*- 
jng that they would refcum the Mowing year, 
and.cairy off the fruits of* the earth* The pa- 
Jace ealled Al Damn, situated a Utile without 
Jthe city, together, with three .hundred leathern 
«te^ fttU,of silirer, fourteen hundred mules, and 
.^nda gseat numbed of arms, fell into the victor's 
Jiaods*. 

% In the cotirae o# the present year, the Mo^- 
•og soknm §aina of maledictsDO was drawn up 
fky liie Shiltear^ ^ind inscribed vipon the doors of 
'•Bagdad* ^ l^lay God for ever abcmuoate and 
lemove from himself, Moawiyah! and him who 
•Ibok from Fatem&'s &niiJy the territory of 
.i^^ac ! smd Mm who refused Al Hasan to be 
Hl>utied in fais grandfather Mohammed's tomb ! 
and him who banished Abu Dahor 1 and him 
iviio esduded Al Abbas &om the number of 
those who were candidates for the cali|»hateV 
i4iat tins bemg defiieed by ^me of the Sonidtes, 
!die following words only were substiituted: 
t'^May God's curse foU upon Moawiyah, and all 
'thoiie who have treated iU the &mily ef his 
^^iiwttler' 

* ^> Before the close of the year 356, £bn £1 Ha* 
-«an^. the emir of Sicily, received an oidertakatfe 
' tbiititliuid^ and; return to AInca* In oJJwBcige 
N2 
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to which, he, hn wife, children, domestics, and 
sidlhis substance, set sail as soon as he coiild 
make the pn^r dispositions for their depai^' 
ture. 

The Greeks, made an inroad into Syria, and 
penetrated into Tripmyw They took the castle 
of Area by storm, from thence they adtanced- 
to Hems, which the inhabitants abandoned at 
thdr approach. They were no sooner in posses* 
sion of that place, than they laid it in asliesy 
and then moved towards the maritime parts of 
the province, which they laid waste with fire acid 
sword. After they had ravaged the country for 
the space of two months, and thrown down the 
pulpits in eighteen mosqnes, they retired into 
the imperial territories, loaded with the spoiL 
they had acquired, in this successful expedition. 
In the next year, they madd another irruptioUt 
into Syria, carried Antioch b^ assault, and phm* 
dered the city, and put a great number of inha«- 
iHtants to the swonL From thence they march- 
ed to Aleppo, then in no posture of defence, 
which the governor abandoned at their approach, 
and retired into the castle* Here he defended 
himself for some time, and at last agreed to 
pay the Greeks a certain annual tribute, for 
the due performance of which he gave np seve^ 
ral hostages. 

In the beginning of the next year, the Greeks 
penetrated into Mesopotamia, and ravaged 
Edessa and all the interjacent tract of country $ 
the Mussulmen abandoned their habitations, and 
fled in great numbers to Bagdad. The cries 
and lamentations of those poor wretches readw 
^ ing the ears of the emir Al Omra, he went im- 
mediately to the caliph, and demanded a cer- 
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ttia anttofmonef, in order to driTe. a\mf the 
enemy from the fit^ntiera. But the catiph told 
hna^ that) being 6trig|ied of his power, autho- 
rity, and wealth, he was himself almost deatic 
tote of common necesaanes, and had no nouoney 
to spare on the present occasion : he. added* 
that he would rather j>e in the situidon of a prir 
Tat&persmK than that of caHph, when attended 
imlk such disagreeable circumstances. The emir, 
who was entirely attached to his pleasures and 
diversions, and was even then Just returned 
finm hunting, UM him in a menacmg tone, that 
fan-refosal was a mere pret«Kt« and that it would 
nach better become him to satisfy the demands 
of the soldiery with a good grace than by com* 
pulsion. This hint so terrified the caliph, that 
he immediately sold the furniture of his palace, 
though he oould saise by this expedient only 
forty thousand' dirhems, which be put into the 
hands of the emir, who in a short time dissi- 
pated the whole* * Notwithstanding the caliph's 
submission, he was in a very few mpnths driven 
£rom the thnme, which he had filled in a state of 
the most ^ect dependance for twenty-nine 
years. The leading events of this long reign 
we have given in detail* It appears that Al 
Moti possessed the virtues of a private person ; 
he was affable, modest, gentle, sincere, chari- 
taUe, and extremely devout in all religious du- 
ties* To his son he transmitted those virtues, 
who resembled him in his economical prcq)en- 
mty, but which was not of more utility to him 
than it had been to his fiither. It appeared that 
the cal^s amassed wealth fi>r the emirs to 
lavish* 
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' ^74. gwernmaat, hU eon, Al Tay^ was s^bited 
calipH* - InimediajMy after iib. in^iiga- 
v^atin he g^ve the sublime po&t of jemiival-Qmni 
^ Sdkbektfekm .; ■and<bf^thi8.act . he. lc& ^(^^Uiog 
^rJ&imself trtit the- en^ptj title, jofiempeior fir 
^oQoma&dbi'bf the Mthiul i bd&g depnredof all 
^Vfim sttid autlioiity in the same .nlaiuier. aa his 
4mikie(Mate piredeceBSon This, year the Kajrma- 
tian% iK>twithstandit% their iomper defeat, made 
a second iit(]ptio» into Egypt, tirhere^ .howevev^ 
th^ were OTlsrthrcftm with great slaii^ter,^ and 
<9iblig>ed to fiy the cddntry, from .whisnce ihe}r 
"teame* Alteri4i'hiGhretreat,AlMoeEzije&talai^ 
^bdy of troops to Dahiais^iiB, to keep the mha- 
%itants of that city* ib awi» ; Jmt . notwkhstam}- 
:^ the fierce, they had siidh an, atreiidoii from 
his^oyernmeiit, that H« fecmd himself iiot a<^;lit- 
4;ls enibroifed and embafraased by them.:, atmi- 
^derable part of the city was .i^uced to aahos 
iduring the commotions which «t this time haj^ 
{lened. ^'Hie ^ieople of Mi^cica and JHedioiii hivw- 
ever, prated publicly* in- th«i" 4RtosqUe for. Al 
•Moe^ arid persisted in their fideMty lotiaeitjft- 
;^emitex:aMph, till at length Al Aftekin, atwthe 
^head of a numerous aitoy of Tiirks^ advanced 
to Daiifia^cus, iofd was received with, opcm; arms 
4>y the inhabitants of ^at city, who immc^teiy 
^[ixpeUed Al MoezaSi govemiot of that .plaee*; 
.lifter which ^ey disoondnued their recbgnitMlQ 
wbf Moeaz's authority in the^siiosquesf ion ^tbe 
days df divine service; That piance dyifig the 
fbliowi^yea^i his son and succi^sserf Al Azie, 
stent lawhar, Ieoa general^ wkh a powerfui annf, 
antoSyria, who kid siege to Damascus^ iwfaidi 
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tnust have fiillen into his hands, had it not been 
relieved by a body of Karmatian troops. These 
in their turn pursued Jawhar, and came up with 
him at Askelon, where they offered him battle, 
which he declined, having lost a great many di 
his men by &mine« However, he was reduced 
hi a short time to the last extremity, and with 
great difficulty prevailed upon Al Aftelun to 
permit him, for a large sum of money, to return 
mto Egypt* Upon his arrival at Mesr, he pur> 
suaded Al Aziz himself to undertake an expedi>- 
tion against Al Aftekin, who was then in pos- 
session of the best part of Syria* That prince 
tkerefore, without delay, marched with a formt* 
dable army against the rebels^ whom he over- 
look and entirely defeated, putting a great 
number of them to the sword, and making pri<^ 
loners of the rest. Al Aftekin, however, found 
means toescape ; but Al Aziz, having oBcrcd m 
reward of one hiuidred thousand dinars to any 
flUe who would deliver that general alive into 
his hands, an Arab, his particular friend, with 
whom he had taken refuge, being tempted by 
tile largeness of the reward, brought him to the 
Fatemite caliph, who was so fiir from offering 
ham any violence, that he made him a present 
of a very fine tent, as well as of several samptu- 
oos mantles, and household furniture of almost 
inestimable value ; released all the. Turkish pri- 
soners who had fought under him as their chie^ 
andcarriedhim to Mesr, where in great afflu^ 
ence he at last ended his days. 

The Gredu, about this thne, under the con« 
duct of Z^imisces^made an irruption into Syria, 
took Hems and Baalbec, andfrx)mthe latter of, 
UuMe cities marched to Damascus i hut Al A& 
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tckin morchesd ngdnst them with eonudefaUe 
force : Ziinisce^ turned off to SidoO) and obliged 
tbeinhabitantg of that t^acie to pay him a Iflu^ 
sum of mbney ; he then moyed to Tripoly, and 
besieged that city above forty days* Here, it ia 
$a]d poison was. adnunistered to him, which 
forced him to retire, in. a sick and languishing 
state, to Antibch. But the people of tfaAt place 
lefiu^g to adnut him into the town, he cut 
down all their trees, and was returning home ; 
but he expired before he reached ConBtantinofde* 
After the departure of Zimisces, Antioch sui^ 
tendered to a body <tf troops he left behind him 
to continue the' siege of the city ; but in a short 
lime it returned to its former master?* 
. Inthe 365th year*of the. . Hegira, . AI Moos^ 
the conquerorof Syria ajwi Egypt, departed this 
fife, after he had sat upoD the throne, of Kairwan 
more than twenty-^ree years* ; This prince es]^ 
tertained a great opintofi . of the . truth of a^tro^ 
Ipgy, and never undertook any entenmze.Qf mon 
ment, without consulUog^ those. wbOipretend^d. to 
have skill in that art. Hcl has? however,, been 
eoDudered by Mohanunedan writes 9» 9, learned 
^TlrtuQMa-priode.. .He was partk^ularly oele* 
brated for his. liberality and for his Afieod^ to 
hift 8uh|ect8» whom he govenie4 with greaCleoitjr 
<Bd moderation He Wto succeeded by Al Aaia^ 
before tUe conctelOn of the yQar» the people, of 
Mecba offered up their, prayers publicly to. heft-, 
ven for the hsallh, Welfore^ sad protvperity of 
this prince* . '. . ..... 

Ai A&'saAursin Egypt were ^;reatly om- 
bmled tfaia year, notwithsCandipg he had . m^dt 
Jaiwhar his. pcime minister* Sevehd bitfUe8>w^i» 
fiiilghtin the neighbourhood of Mesr, and the 
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Fatentite caliph himself >va8 besieged in that ca- 
pilad ; but at last the siege was raised^ and M 
Apz proved superior to all his^ enemies, proba* 
foly bf the conduct and address of Jawhair, as 
weH as the bravery of his troops. As black was 
Uie c6h)ur most in vogue amongst the eastern 
caliphs of the house of Al Abbas, so white wa& 
most esteemed by Uie Fatemite caliphs. This 
had been substituted in the room of the other 
amongst his subjects by Al Moezz, and was the 
feshtonable colour through the whole course of 
Al Aziz's reign, as it has since been among the 
greatest part of the Africans and Arabs, even to 
this very day. 

In the year 368^ Al Aaz sent Jawhar with an 
army to drive Al Aftekin from Damascus ; in 
pursuance of his ordera he invested that city, but 
at the end of two months, he was obliged to de- 
sist, and raise the siege ; and in a very short 
time afterwards, Jawhar himself was reduced to 
tiie last extremity, and obliged to submit to thd 
humiliating conditions imposed upon him by the 
conqueror. Al Aadz himself then took the com«> 
mand of his army, defeated the enemy with 
great slaughter ; but Al Aftekin himself escaped 
out ti the battle ; he was, however, soon after 
taken, and brought to Al Aziz, who carried hini 
into Egjrpt, made him his hajeb, and treated 
him with uncommon marks of distinction. How- 
ever, he was soon after poisoned, through envy, 
by Al Aziz's visir, who was immediately thrown 
into prison, and by his master's order was some 
time detsdned there. But Al Aaz, not being 
able to keep the«machine of government in mo- 
lion to hi^ own satisfaction, without the assist- 
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ftnce of this minister, he was afterwards releaSi- 
ed, and restored to his former dignity, 
-r Al Aziz having married a Christian lady, made 
Jeremiah, one of her brothers, patriarch of Je* 
rusalem ; and the other, Arsenius, patriarch of 
Cairo and Mesr. As the Fatemite caliph had a 
daughter by this lady, both she and her brothers 
had a considerable ascendant over him ; and 
therefore Arsenius easily obtained a grant of the 
great church of the Jacobites of Mesr, called af- 
tei-wards the church of the patriarch* The ca- 
liph, Al Tay, <x>mmanded Adadodawla, the kin^ 
of Persia's name, to be mentioned for the first 
time in the public prayers, and to be repeated 
every third Friday in the mosques of Bagdad. 
He also commanded drums to be beat before his 
palace during the time of the five prayers ; none 
of which compliments had ever been paid to any 
of his predecessors. The caliph likewise digni- 
fied him with a Persian title, Shahinsha, which 
signifies the great king, or the king of kings ; . 
which had been formerly assumed by the ancient 
Persian monarchs, even before the days of Alex- 
ander the Great. Nor was any Mohammedan 
prince ever honoured with this lofty title before 
Adadodawla, to whom it was from this time con- 
stantly applied in the inllpits, and probably in 
other public places, of all the cities and towns 
within the jurisdiction of the caliph. It should 
be observed, that this same Adadodawla is called 
by some historians Chosroes, and is said to have 
granted three thousand Roman or Greek cap- 
tives their liberty, as a recompense for the em- 
inent services they had done him, against the 
rebellious Persians. 
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^ Afiermany schemes of ambitkm and Qggr«a> 
dizement) Adadodawla died at Bagdad, bei^g 
worn out by frequent attacks of epilep&y, though 
not forty-eight years old at the time of his deaths 
and at last was carried off by one of those fits* 
By historians he is reckoned to have been a 
prince of great magnanimity, unparalleled dig>^ 
nity, having an excellent understanding, con- 
summate prudence, great sagacity in council, 
and a happy dexterity in hitting upon lucky ex- 
pedients on the most urgent occasions, and wa» 
extremely conversant in all the arts of govern- 
ment. He had also a valuable share of learn- 
ing, and was an encourager of learned men* 
He was prosperous in his undertakings, and had 
a mind capable of forming the most unbounded 
projects. To men of virtue and probity he was 
liberal and munificent* But with all these good 
qualities, he was a prince of insatiable ambition, 
which frequenUy led him to the most unjusti- 
fiable actions. As a patron of literature, men 
versed in all branches of science flocked to hi^ 
court, from every part of the Mohammedan 
world, and dedicated their compositions to hinu 
He had a taste for poetry, and wrote good 
verses himself : but in one of the specimens 
which he left behind him, he seemed to arrogate 
to himself the power even of reversing the di- 
vine decrees ; for which presumption he has 
been deservedly censured by two Arab writers, 
who have observed that he never was easy or 
happy after that production appeared. When 
he was at the point of death, he is reported to 
haye i^d, with a fidtering tongue, ^' What have 
all my riches and prosperity av^ed me? My 
power and authority are now at an end.'*^ 
Vol. X. O 
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Which iivords, acccwdiDg to the same historiuiSy 
he continued repeating till he expired. After 
hid death, the officers of the army and the gran- 
dees of the court of« Ba.gdad, pitched upon hit 
son Marasaban for his successor, took the oath of 
allegiance to him, and gave him the surname of 
Samsamoddawla, scimitar of the state. 

The caliph, Al Tay, confirmed alt that had 
been done by the niilitsjy and -nobles on this oc- 
casion, and made the new emir-al«omra a visit) 
to condole with lum on his father's death* Not 
long after his elevation to this office, Al Ha^ 
madi made himself master of Al Mawsel, and 
having received a farther accession of strength^ 
he meditated the reduction of Bagdad itsel£ 
Samsamoddawla, therefore, finding his autho- 
rity struck at, assembled a powerful army, 
marched at the head of it, and entirely defeat^ 
him. After which Al Mawsel immediately sur> 
rendered to the victor, without attempting to 
make any defence. At this period, Sharfodawla, 
the eldest of Adadodawla's sons, marched with 
a powerful army to Waset, which immediately 
surrendered to him. He was already in posses- 
sion of several important cities, but before he 
had invaded Irak, he wrote to his brother Abul 
Hasan, who occupied most of the cities of Fars, 
(the ancient name of Persia) to join him with all 
the troops he could assemble ; but Abul Hasan, 
not disposed to act against his brother Samsa-^ 
moddawla, refused to enter into this war ; upon 
which Sharfodawla marched against him at the 
head of all his forces, defeated, and took him 
prisoner. The city of Basra also sulxnitted td 
him ; he then sent a letter to the caliph Al Tay, 
insisting upon the post of emh^-omra^ and the 
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depotttioil of his brother : tn^ith which demni^ 
the caliph, who was not able to oppose hini« 
fbund himself obliged to comply. He thereibtv 
immediately dispatched the imperial mantle with 
the instrunient) confirming him in the possess 
uon of the office he demanded, and a sum of 
money, which he probaUy wanted, in order to 
pay his troops. Not contented with these con* 
cessions,, he required the caliph to deliver up his 
brother into his hands. This request was like- 
wise granted, \xpen the condition that not only 
his life> but his property, should be secured to 
him. NotwithstancUng the agreement by which 
he was bound, be very soon after ordered him to 
be put under an arrest, and then sent him to a 
castle in Fara, where he had ordered him to 
be closely confined. 

. In the S79th year of die Hegira, Sharfodaw* 
k sent to Pema a messenger, to deprive his bro» 
tber, whom he had confined in the castle, of hia 
$ight. In the mean time, he himself was attack* 
(Bd by a dropsy, and died at Bagdad ; but tlue 
^ruel deed of depriving Samsamoddawla of hia 
ej^es was pei^trated* 

.. SluurMawla was succeeded in the office of 
emir al-(»nra by ius brother Bahaoddawla, in 
Which he vras confirmed by the caliph Al Tajy 
ft. proper in^Uiunent lmvii% been drawn up for 
Hmt p«irtx»se. Withifk two year^ of this time, the 
iCalil^ waft dq)08ied by the emir in the foUowin^^ 
manner. That minister, coveting the riches of 
this e«^ph> 9ent an imperial officer to desire leave 
to inidie him a visit in the palace. The calbby 
imspeeting no ill design, set apart a solemn &&? 
tivjii m wier to do him. the greater honour for 
1m r^c£ptioQ* When the day a|^pwnted came» 
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B&haOdda'wIa mounted^ his horse, dsad went td 
the pahce, where he was received by the ealif^f 
sitting on his throne. As soon as the emh'-id^ 
omra had entered the grand saloon, where the 
ambassadors had their audience, he prostrated 
himself before the commander of the true be* 
lievers, and took his place on the seat allotted 
him, u^n which a great number of people rush* 
ed into the room^ In this confusion, a soldier, 
ifho attended the emir, approached the caliph 
apparently' wi^ an intention of kissing his hand; 
but, having seized it, he dragged him from hia 
throne, rolled him up in a carpet, and carried 
him to a distance from the palace, where they 
compelled him to abdicate. He lived twelve 
yean after this event. During this reign, the 
celebrated Ebn Cariah, the Kadi of Al Sendi* 
yah, and other places in the neighbourhood of 
Bagdad, died. He was a man of exceedingly 
quick parts,/ and the wonder of the i^. He 
coukl instantly resolve all questimis, and. decide 
all juridical questions, without the least hesita- 
don. He spoke with the utmost fluency and 
propriety ; his style was alvrayscoinous, elegant^ 
and pure : the principal men of the age were his 
admirers, and took great pleasure in his repar* 
lees. They frequently proposed, in writing, ri- 
diculous questions, which drew from him imme* 
diate answers, without study or meditation, that 
excited the mirth and laughter of all who heard 
them. 

^ A memorable event is, by a grave historian) 
■aid to have happened in this reign, which, 
tiumgh not very credible, may be mentioned. 
A sheq>, bigger than an elephant, of an uncom- 
wn form) and a prodigious' height, came out 
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tf Ike ae% ascended a hi^li Mil in. ^e ndgfai* 
bottftbg coimtry ^ and from theDce^ witb an ex^ 
ceedin^y loud voiGe> pronotmced distinctly tiia 
two following words, cod carobai that is, <' he has 
apsproaiched s" after repeating the^same twioe, it 
fatuhied into the sea* The sane thing, oonti* 
noes this writer, happened the next two days^ 
?&d was tusvtac afierwank seen. There was ato» 
inEgypt, a most terrible storm, attended with 
thunder and Itghlning, and such darkness aa 
had never been known* It did not cease till to* 
wards midnight ; nor did the darkness abate till 
morning ( when the hemisphere exhibited a ]Aflf* 
nomcQCM) resemUing a pillar of fire, which conw 
nniucated an unusual red cobur both to the 
heavens and the earth; the atmoqdiere was like** 
wiaeloaded with a sort of dust, which, in It great 
measim, fu^vented rtfespiration, and proved es^ 
tremely noxious to sdl kinds of animals, till a 
htte hoorof the day, when the sun discovered 
Mmself, disg^sed by an unnatural cotour. With 
^s colow, he arose every morning for a consi- 
demble ttnw* A comet appeared also about thia 
period, in the weiBtem part of the hemi^jfaere, 
and was seen by the people of Egypt itove 
twenty nights siK^ceseivdy. 

After the ^podtion of ATTay, Baha- ^ j^ 
tiddawla became master of the treasures, J^^ ' 
and of all the rich fumkuretfaat he left 
bdiittd him* Al Kader was elevated to the 
ChrcHie* He was grandson to Al Mditader, tor 
whose^BBiiiy the caliph returned. It appears 
that, though the Mohammedan throne had su£> 
fered such great degradation, still it incesooaitty 
<oe€uiMed thethonghtsof those who hadany p9re»* 
itaaoBlB to itb The courier, ,wbo .waa comnw 
O 2 
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BtoDed to infenn Al Tay's isuccessor of his: eleo 
tion, found him relating to his friends a dream 
of the preceding night, which predicted his fo- 
ture greatness. 

In the 386th year of the Hegira, Al Aaz, the 
Fatemite cafii^ of Egypt, died in the. bath at 
Belbeis* His secretary of state was a Christian) 
Darned Isa : and his treasurer^ in Syria, a Jew, 
called Manasseh. The Christians and the Jews, 
being supported and protected, by these men, 
irery frequently insulted the Mussuhnen ; a cir- 
cumstance iKdiich induced the people of Mesr to 
jnake a paper figure in the shape of a woman, 
and to {dace it in the road through which Al 
Aziz was to pass, with a v^tten paper in one 
of its hands, to the following effect : ^ We con* 
jure you, by him who has enabled Isa to render 
therChristians insolent and powerfol, and Ma« 
nasseh, the Jews; and who, by you, has humbled 
the Mussulmen, to tell us when an end shall be 
put to the infiictkuis which we endure." The 
caliph was so for from being offended with the 
severity of the libel, that he immediately dis* 
missed Isa, and stripped him of all the wealth 
he had acquired* This prince has been repre- 
sented, by Mahommedan writers, as a person of 
most excellent disposition ; a prutoit ruler, and 
& great lover of his people : his goodness and 
clemency towards his subjects was scait:ely lo be 
paralleled, of which the following is. a remaric^ 
Me instance :^A satirical poet had written 
some severe verses upon the visir and secretary 
of state, in which the sovereign himself was not 
spared : the visir carried his complaints to Al 
Aadz, and demanded to have the author of the 
Teraes punished* But the caliph, when he had 
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M»d theni) made the ^i^wing answer : ^ As I 
bear part id the injurjr offered, so I desire that 
yoa would take part with me df the merit (^ the 
pardon I shall grant him for the c^feoce." He' 
was succeeded by his son Al Mansur, then only 
cievett yeais old. Al Azic, before his death, 
s^xHnted Ar-juan, one of hh white eunuchs, in 
whose capacity and fidelity his son could confide, 
to ti^e upon him the government of his exten- 
sive dominions. 

^ The contrast of Al Asis's clemency may be 
found in Al Kader's prodamation against the ca» 
lipfas i)i Egypt. It breathed all the rancour of 
theological animosity. ^<The man who has 
usurped the throne," said he, ^ is sprung up like 
a mushroom from his original nothingness, upon 
whom may God pour down all his wrath and in« 
dignation ;— « son of Said's, on whom God never 
bestowed any inheritance ; the descendant of an* 
cestors that were the scum of the human race, 
tiie scourge of society, the disgrace of humani- 
ty; wtctches and impostors! may the eternal 
malediction of God lighten these outcasts ; these 
lebels ! may they be for ever execrated by aM true 
lovers of virtue i" 

Al Hakem aj^xmited Al Aswad, or the Kack, 
to preside over the people of Damascus. Soon 
after his arrtvai at that capital, he began to ha- 
rass and oppress the Sonnites, in such a manner 
as gave great o£fence to many of the Damas- 
oenes. A Magrebian soldier, in particular, of 
Hmt sect, he ordered to be publicly whipped ; 
the crier proclaimed, at the same time, that this, 
henceforth, would be the reward of those who 
^d any regard to the memory of Abu Beer and 
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Omar. After whk^ pw^hfl&eattlM U$tfiMm 
WB8 banished the city* i 

The htn^ of Al Batitra sent aa army under 
Uie commaiidof £bti Wasel^ a g^ii^xfid onurhon 
he had heaped numerous &vourS| «nd whosi he 
had raised from the lowest state to the poet ef 
the eonunaader io chief of all his forces> to attack 
Sira and Basra. Having reduced both thesie d-^ 
tiesy and inched themselves with the spoils and 
immense wealth found in them, Ebn Wasel do^ 
dared himself indepemtettt ; drove his master 
outof Al Batiha, and obliged him to fly for re« 
ii^ to Bi^^dad* But the reception he experi- 
enced was such as manifested the blackest ingfa* 
tiitude in Al Kader, of which any man could be 
guilty : for, notwithstanding tint prince bad 
treated tins wretch in the most hospitable aoA 
generous ntaaaer, and had, in a great measure^ 
pat his ti^sures and kingdom itself into hia 
hands, when he was threatened with immediate 
deatii by Al Tay, and farced to seek foran asy-^ 
Ittm in Al Batilra, Al Kader, at this time, ex^ 
pelled him the city of Bagdad, and drove I&iq^ 
as it were, into the rery jaws of destruction* A 
more flagrant instance of ingratitude than thk: 
Is, perhaps, not to be found in history. In the 
same year when t^s ha{^>ened, Bahabddawk 
conferred upon Al Sharif the office of nakib^ or 
chief of Ali's descendants and followers in Irak $ 
as also the post of supreme Kadi and Iman, with 
a titfe signifying a man of the most illustrious 
viitues* Bahaoddawla*s principal secretary, hav« 
ing drawn the prq>er instruments to be signed 
by the caliph, in order to his being conflrmoi in 
the aforesaid employments, by- the authority of 



tlMpr^ioe, when he appeared with them, Al 
leader signed all those iiMtniments, exbepting 
that only which was to constitute him supreme 
Kadi and Iman ; but he refused setting his hand 
to this paper, not thinking it proper that a Shiite 
idiould be invested with so great a degree of au< 
thoritf , as such an important post must necessa* 
nfy confer. 

In the following year, Mcmteser, fincMng it im-* 
practicable to pass the Jihun, retired, with a few 
of his adherents, to Bokhara. Upon his arrival, 
the govemor promised to assist him ; but, being 
doaely pursued hy Ilek Khan's general, to whom 
most of his men had gone over in* disgust, he 
abandoned that city, and fled into Khorasap. 
He had not been long in that province, whoi an 
officer was sent in search of him, who took him 
out of a cottage, where he lay concealed, which 
he broke open in the nigh^ and put him to 
death* 

In the 896th year of the Hegira, a person, de* 
icended from one of the caliphs of the house of 
Ommiyah, took up arms against the Fatemite 
caliph in Egypt. As this man had first carried 
water about in bottles as a common porter, he 
was nicknamed Abu Racwah, or the Father of 
the Bottle. He set up for a reformer ; preached 
to the people in the streets, highways, and other 
public places ; and, by his pretended sanctity, 
gained a great number of followers. He first 
possessed himself of Barka ; and afterwards, 
having vanquished one of the caliph's generals 
that engaged him, reduced to obedience all the 
country of Al Said, or the Upper Egypt : by 
which acquisition of territory, as well as power, 
he became so formidable, that the caliph found 
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It neeemftiy to em^by the forces ef the whole 
Falemtte empipe against him. Haviag, theie^ 
lore, maed a powerful army in Egypt, and sent 
Ocders to his troops in Syria to advance into the 
neighbourhood of Mesr, he at last attacked the 
liebels with such intrepidity^ th^ti after a vei^ 
obstinate and bloody dispute, they were routed 
with great slaughter* Most of them were cut 
to pieces in the action, and the rest so diiq^ersed, 
that not the feintest traces of this rebellion were 
afterwards to be seen* 

Soon after this, an important revolution hap^ 
pened in Andalusia* Mohammed £bn Heshani^* 
with twelve of his accomplices, rebelled agatnal 
the caliph, Al Mowayyad, and seized upon the 
city of Corduba* Bemg master of the caliphs 
person, he caused him, privately, to be confined 
in a house belonging to one of his frien4s ; lulled 
a ChristiMi extremely like him, and pretended 
he was dead. The principal courtiers being then 
desired to view the corpse, really took it to be 
Chat of the caliph ; and it was soon after interred 
with great funend pc»np* Mohammed, noW 
thittUng himself secure, began . to op];»«ss hift 
subjects, and insist their wives, in s^ch a maofv 
Qer, as abs(dutely alienated thi&ir affectiohs ^xll 
him* A cons^racy was excited against him, in 
which many of his friends were destroyed, and 
the gates 6f Ckmiuba were burnt* -^ 

However, Mobii^mmed rendered aibortive their 
de^gn ; killed several of them, and took a jgreat. 
number prisoiiers* Having thus extinguisted 
thdirtebellion, he ordered the principal consj^- 
rators to be executed. An attempt was llieft 
made to place the caHph's nephew oh tite thrpney 
wfaichohligedthe usurper to bring Al Mowayyad» 



«ho 'WOK thought tb have been dead, ocH of the 
place wtere he had. been concealed*. T1m» step 
be took, that/ he might prevail with the people ^ 
wAmutto their natural prince rather than to So^ 
l&nim bis nepl^v* But, every one bemg now 
struck, ^th terror,^ no regard was paid to his 80> 
ficitadons ; so Uiat he was constrained to fly to 
Toledo ; and Soliman possessed himself of Cof^ 
duba, where he reigned about seven months^ 
However, distn»ting the ikielity of the cititens) 
he kept the Christian forces, for some time, in 
Andalusia, and formed a camp c^ his troops, at 
a smatt ^stance 'from the city. Mohammed, 
soon after hi» flight to Toledo, assembled a very 
numerous body of soldiers, which was reinforced 
by two Christian officers of distinction, who were 
very serviceable to him. Soliman, having been 
apprised of the preparations that they were mak- 
kig to attack him, endeavoured to engage the 
peofde of Corduba to support him. But they, 
being disaffected to his cause, excused them- 
selves from taking the field. \ battle ensued, 
bf which the crown was placed once more upon 
Mohammed's head; though, in a very short 
time, he was again driven from the throne, when 
Al Mowayyad took his place, and ordereid MiA 
to be beheaded as an usurper. The head was a& 
terwards carried upon the top of a lance through 
the streets of the metropolis, and his body buried 
in a comer of the mosque. Soliman, however, 
who still had the crown in. view, caused great 
ravages in the country about Corduba, Seville, 
and Palatrava, laying it waste with fire and 
swofil; insomuch, that a very extensive track 
was almost entirely depopulated ; the people en- 
tertained, thoughts of deposing Ai Mowayyady 
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and of cidling Solimaiij whom they conudered 
as the only person capable of protecting them, 
to the crown* That prince, therefore, having 
been joined by a great number of Mussulmen, 
who crowded to him from all parts, advanced 
with a formidable army to the gates of Corduba, 
and summoned the city to surrender. Finding, 
however, the garrison and inhabitants resolved 
to defend it to the last extremity, he invested 
the place in form, and carried on his attacks with 
the utmost vigour ; the besieged opposing him 
with equal bravery, and making several succe^ 
iul sallies. However, one of the gates being 
betrayed into SoUman's hands, he entered the 
town without opposition ; burnt many of the 
houses and public buildings ; destroyed an infi- 
nite nuniber of citizens, and g^ve the place up 
to his troops to be plundered, for three succes- 
sive days. The people who survived the car- 
nage, submitted ; a^d the caliph was led out of 
the city, and permitted to retire into Africa, 
where he probablv ended his days. 

During the reign of Al Kader, Kabus, king 
of Mosanderan, was dedironed by his subjects, 
who accused him of too great severity. ^ It is 
a £3dse pretext," replied he ; ^< I am reduced to 
this unfortunate situation only because of my 
lenity to five or six of you, whose blood I should 
have shed." The insurgents sent for his soOf 
whom they compelled to accept the sceptrci 
threatening, if he persisted in refusal, to give it 
to a stranger. As soon as he was inaugurated* 
he went in search of his father, threw himself at 
his feet, offered to re-instate faim, and to march 
against the rebels. Kabus, who had retired to 
a distant castlei charmed to find his son possessed 
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of such fifial sentiments, answered him : ^' In ' 
this place I mean to' end my exploits, and my 
life. Do you enjoy my authority ; I gire it to 
you." In this retreat his days n^led serenely 
on, and he tasted the pure and tranquil pleasures, 
which the sciences bestow on those who feel their 
value. But his enemies, believing it impossible 
that he could ever pardon the wrongs they had 
done him, put a period to his life by poison. 

The cause of the antipathy of Al Hakem, 
the caliph of Egypt and Syria, to women, is un- 
knowif ; but it is ceitsdn that he punished them 
with a most astonishing degree of severity, pro- 
hibiting them to quit -Iheir houses, or even to 
walk on the terraces. To put it beyond their 
power to disobey him, «id effectujflly to prevent 
their appearing in the streets of the public places, 
he prohibited any shoes being made to suit them, 
and shut up their markets, lest they should be 
obliged to attend them. Men carried their mer- 
chandize through the streets, and the women 
made their purchases without leaving the door,^ 
or death was the consequence of the transgres- 
sion. It was but just that this tyranny should 
be punished by a woman. Hakem Was murder- 
ed, at the instigation of his sister. The scene of 
this dreadful transaction was near the sepulchre 
of Al Fokai, towards the eastern part of Hoi- 
wan. In order to excite Ebn Dawas to the per- 
petration of so horrid a (^^ed, she promised to 
. place him at the head of the administration, and 
gave the assassins who were employed under him 
one thousand dinars. The body of the murder- 
ed caliph, which the villains brought her, she 
buried in her own house, apd,* for some time, 
kept his death concealed. But, at last, when 
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Ihe people grew unesM^y respectiag luifi^ she eath, 
v(^[ed the grandees and principal courtiersy ond 
dbcovered the murder- Tb^ she caused ^bn 
D^was, and his two domestics, who bad embrued 
their hands in the blood of their sovereign, and 
all other persons in any manner ^yy to ^le a{- 
&ir, to be putto ideath ; though, by some, his'^ 
torians, it is said that £^e slew them with her 
own^ hands* 

The Egyptians, during his reign, groaned 
Imder the pressure of the severest tyranny, which 
4BXcited several of them to imte anoaymiius let- 
ters, complaining of his (xmduct ; and to their 
complaints they added imprecataons. Some 
went still &rther, and placed in the highway a 
statue resemUing a womjin, with a gmlle and 
shoes on, holdix^ a sealed' paper in her hand* 
Al Hakem himself, c<»ning to the i^pot, read the 
paper, the contents of which gave him sudi o^ 
fence, that he commanded the city of Mesr, near 
. which it was, to be reduced to ashes, and all its 
inhabitants to be put to the sword* The latter 
of these orders was resisted with uncommon 
teivery by the citizens : nevertheless, he found 
means to set the city on fire in several plaice% 
though he pretended to be ignorant of b^ the 
author and cause of those public calamities* 
Afbr the flames had raged three whole days, 
the principal citizens assemUed to implore the 
divine assistance, and to petition Al Hakem to 
put an end to this coniiagration. He returned 
fer answer, that he had neither permitted nor 
commanded any incendiaries to bum the city* 
Notwithstanding which assertion, he is known 
to have encouraged the in&mous actors in this 
tragedy* It was not till a fourth part -of the 



idtf iiF«B conmmed) aiid a gi«at tntiltitiid^ 
inhatMtants of both sexes, and all ages atid piro- 
iesaioiis, had been, massacred^ that the calii^ 
iHteTpoBed in their behalf* 

Mahmud Gaaii, frosd simple governor of 
^hbrasan, beoame, in the ealipbate of Kader, a 
tnighty prince, and an ilhistrioas conqueror* 
fie subdued a part of India, and in one of these 
countries found a temple, whose idol, composed 
of tcine solid stone, measured iiftf cuUts in 
- height* He destroyed it, immolatMl fifty thou- 
aahd'«f Its wMr^ippers, and despoHed the tern- 
l^of ^twel^ cohutmisof massive gold, covered 
<li>ith rtibies, and a variety of bUier precious 
«tones« The gigtotic monuments still seen 
^leri^, prOYe that, in thifi sort c& v^orfcmanship, 
India was not inferbr to Egypt. The rkhes, 
which Mahmud obtained from Hit treasure o^ 
«9ie InditfikiBg, only renders probable the ac- 
counts we read of the golden pillars* Millions 
hi g<dd and aflver ; diamonds in astonishing pro- 
ie^S&a ; magnificent funuture ; brocades of ines^ 
iaoMt value ; afi became iht spoil of the Persi- 
an, without his striking a single blow ; as did 
fitewise die crown of the Indian, who vainly 
Mattered himself that his making no remstance 
would entitle him not o«ily to indulgence, but to 
Ihe restoration of his throne* Mahmud cruelly 
iptadeceivedhlm, and taught him a lesson, which 
idiould serve as a warning to princes, who, in- 
fluenced byauch a hope, shovdd be tempted to 
^tnist- to the moderation of their enemies* He 
thus addressed the feeble monarch : ^ Have you 
mid history ? Can you play at chess ?"— « YeS)" 
stspHed he. ^ WeH/' resumed Mahmud, "^ did 
fcm wer find two kbgs rdgning together in tha 
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«ame nation ? or, at ches% two kings occupyi% 
.the same field ? Why then were you, who hai} 
the means of defence, so imprudent as to suffer 
me to become master, of your person and you? 
domain ?" He sent him into Persia, to Gaznaf 
his capital, where he permitted him to live, pro- 
Jt)ably, because his death was of no utility. This 
should be duly weighed by all those, whom fate 
reduces to the cruel alternative of braving deatli 
in self-defence, or enduring life ingloriously, by 
submitting to the foe. 

A poor man complained to Mahmud of one 
of his soldiers having forcibly entered his house 
in the night, and obliged him to quit it, with his 
wife and children. "Jf he should returq," said 
the prince, " let me know." TEe soldier did 
return, and the poor man hastened to inform the . 
Sultan, who went with him to his dwelling, or- 
dered the lights to be extinguished, and cut the 
intruder in pieces. He then, commanding the 
ilambeaux to be lighted, and gazing earnestly 
on the face of him whom he had put to death, 
prostrated himself, offered up a prayer of thanksr 
giving to God, and asked for some refreshment. 
•Barley, bread, and sour wine, were all there was 
to set before him, and with a contented and cheer- 
ful air, he ate and drank of these with an appe- 
tite.' His host begged to know why^ the .lights 
had been extinguished, and how he could be sa- 
,tisfied with such coarse fare ? Mahmud^ replied, 
f^ Ever since your complaint, my mind has. been 
harassed with the thought that none but one of 
my own sons would have dared to commit such 
an act of audacity. I had resolved to shew 
him no lenity, and commanded the lights to be 
. .put out, that his sight might not affect me ; but. 
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IMi Bed^ tilat die criminal was not my son, I 
retunil»d thanks to the Ahnighty. In sh&ttf my 
being content with the food you {daeed before 
kneels not surprisitlg ; Ibi^-the anxiety I have su^ 
fered these three days, ibr the injury done yoU) 
deprived me both of appedte and rest." This 
t>rince, who was extremely ugly, grieved at his 
want of personal beauty^ lest it should diminish 
the esteem and affection of his subjects. A poet 
said to him once on ^at occasion, if your mo* 
rals are never more deformed thmi your features, 
no one will have reason to complain. From this 
physical defect, he deduced a moral reflexion, 
well deserving the attention of even those who 
^o not think themselves homely. Like Mahmud, 
as they look in a glass, they should say, I ob- 
serve so many faults in myself, that lean easily 
forget those of others. Some time before his 
death, he fixed his residence in Infia, where he 
' ssealously propagated the Mohammedan feith. 
Al Kayer peaceably took possession «^ a n 
his fiither's throne. A reign of forty- j'^' 
four years, serves but to comprise feats 
of arms, victories, and rebellions ; in which he 
was scarcely concerned. We can only observe, 
that one of the latter drove him from the throne, 
to which his repenting subjects, shortly after, 
recalled him. It is pleasing to believe, that he 
owed his reinstatement to his virtues ; for he was 
learned, mild, patient, popular, just, and fearing 
God ; competent to state affairs, and capable of 
giving excellent counsel. His enemies listened 
to his advice, and his influence preserved peace 
in his reduced dominions. The Seljuk Turks, 
-afterwards so renowned for their military ex- 
ploits, first appeared during this reign. They 
- P 3 
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had already rendered themselves formidable in 
Persia, passed the Jihan, and took up their quar- 
ters, near the cities of Nesef and Abiwerd. . Here 
they settled) and, in a short time, began to make 
incursions into, and pillage the neighbouring 
provinces. Several of the cities in India, reduc- 
ed by Sultan Mahmud, rebelled against Masud ; 
as did also Al Ray, and other places in the Per- 
sian Irak ', but, in the. course of a few months, 
a letter was received £tx>m Sultan Masud, in In- 
dia, in which he gave an account of his having 
. killed fifty tl^ousand infidels, taken seventy thou- 
sand prisoners, and acquired a booty, amount- 
ing to above a million of dinars. 

In the course of the next year, the Sicilian 
Mussulmen, being dissatisfied with their gover- 
nor's- administration, sent a deputation to the 
caliph of Egypt, to complain of his oppressive 
and tyrannical conduct. That prince, excited 
by their just complaints, sent an aimy into Si- 
cily, to oblige the emir to redress all their griev- 
ances, and govern, for the future, in a more 
equitable manner. Al Akhaii, being besieged 
by the caliph's forces at Palermo, defended him- 
self with astoni^ing bravery till he was slain, 
when the troops imagineid that they had execut- 
ed their master's orders. The Sicilians, how- 
ever, who had enabled them to carry their point, 
soon after, attacked the Afi^icans, put above 
eight hundred to the sword, and forced the rest 
to abandon the island, with the utmpst precipita- 
tion. They then proceeded to the election of a 
new emir, and unanimously chose the brother of 
the last to preside over the Mohammedan con-, 
quests in Sicily : during whose government those 
territoiies were so harassed by civil dissensions, 
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iSbBt away was paved, in a i^rt time, for the 
reductioQ of the whole island by , the Franks* 
The emperor, Michael Paphlagon, sent an am- 
bassador to this emir, to make proposals for an 
aocommpdation : a treaty . of peace was con- 
dttded between these two princes to their mu- 
tual satis&ction ; which, as the emir, in all points, 
conformed himself to the will of the emperor, so' 
exasperated the Sicilian Mussulmen, especially 
the lower class of the people, that they.resolved 
to oppose him. His brother, Abu Caab, taking 
advantage of the ferment occasioned by this 
disposition, endeavoured to seize upon the office 
of emir ; but, being defeated in a general ac- 
^n, lie applied to the caliph of Egypt for as- 
sistance, which having obtained, he reduced his 
brother to sucA difficulties, that he found him- 
self obliged to quit the island, and fly to Con- 
stantinople, in-order to impk>re the protection 
of the emperor. That prince, who imaguied 
that he had now a fine opportunity of recover* 
ing Sicily, treated Ihoi with the highest marks 
of distinction, and promised to support him in 
all his pretensions, against both his African 
and Sicilian enemies f but, not being expeditious 
enough in supplying the dethroned emir with a 
body of troops, to reinstate him in the govern- 
ment of the Mohammedan part of Sicily, Leo 
Opus, the prefect of Italy, with a view of driv- 
ing the infidels out of the island, attended him 
with all the forces he could in a short time as- 
semble ; by which means he overthrew Abu 
Caab with very great slaughter. This obliged 
that emir to fly into Egypt, and solicit succours 
of the Fatemite caliph, who, being apprehensive 
that the civil dissensions in Sicily might prov^ 
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fiital to the Mohftisnaedini iatefest, 6ife«ted « 
reconciliation between the contending^ brathem ; 
and Leo was obt^ed to abandon the ittead, and 
retife to Italf • Between the sooGessfid and nn* 
fortanate events of this period may be fdaced 
the compo^tion of a variety of books^ written 
0n the subject of medtcime, and the very Ingh 
respect paid afthe Mohammedan courts to the 
profession of that science* The celebrated Avi* 
cenna floarished about this time* He was both 
a ^lysician and a poet : he was bom in the ci^ 
of Bokhara, though his &ther was a native of 
Balkh* By the time he was ten years old^ he 
had learned the Koran by heart, made a great 
progress in the belles4ettres, and studied Eu« 
elid and Ptolemy's Alms^est. After he had 
completed his tenth year, his father sent him to 
a gardener, to learn arithmetic according to the 
^ Indian method of computing ; the Indian figures, 
or aritibmetical characters, beginning at this time 
to be in use among the Arabs. He was after- 
wards instructed in the rudiments of logic at 
Bokhara. He then applied himself to the study 
of physic, and soon atftained to a surprising skill 
m that science ; insomuch, that he had read 
many physical writers, and performed a vast 
number of cures, jvhen he was but sixteen years 
of age. The next year and half he spent en- 
tirely in reading. When any abstruse and in- 
tricate question that puzzled him occurred, he 
went cUrectly to the mosque ; and never cedsed 
offering yp his prayers to God till the subject 
was cleared up to him. He both read and wrote 
much in the night time, and when his spirits be- 
^an to flag, he drank a glass of wine, which great- 
ly revived him. Many problems, that had dis- 
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tiacted Idm inchis waking hours^ were said. to 
have been solved to hiim in his dreams. When 
he had finished his stipes in physic, logic, natu- 
ral philosophy, ai^d mathematics, he {»tx:eeded 
to metaphysics and theology. In short, this pro- 

'digy of learning had made himself master of eve- 
ry branch of useful literature, and every' noble 
science cultivated in that age, by the time he en- 
tered upon his nineteenth year. His &ther then 
dying, he travelled into Jorjan and Dahestan ; in 
the latter of which provinces he had a severe fit 
of sickness. After his recovery, he returned to 
Jorjan, and comi^osed the first book of his 
Abridgment of the Almagest, and other pieces 
held in high esteem. He wjas afterwards ad- 

_ vanced to the dignity of visir, at Hamadah ; 
but the soldiery, being afraid of him, plundered 
his palace, dragged him to prison, and would 
have put him to death. He was, however, soon 
reinstated in his office, though he declined tho 
honours of it,, as soon as he conveniendy could* 
He then shut himself up in the house of an apo- 
thecary, where he finished his system of mathe- 
Diatics and natural philosophy, except the two 
books- treating of vegetables and animals. He 
afterwards wrote privately to Alaoddawla, and 
dpsired he might be pemxitted to live with him, 
but being discovered, he was thrown into prison, 
where he remained in a «tate of close confine- 
ment for four months ; at the expiration of 
^hi<|h, he was brought back to Hamadan, from 
syhence he contrived to escaj^e to EfTahan. Here 
he met with a reception from Alaoddawla, wor- 
thy of his superior merit, and put the last hand 
to several of his learned works. He had natu- 

. rally an excellent constitution,, whiph he had tor 



t^edved by youthfoi excesses ; to whiob hit 
ea^remej^ addicted. Having ^ most acute &<if 
tl«& «oti69 in order to accelerate the etitie of tfafe 
disoniei*, he had r(BCc«iirse to medicineS) -wfaadi 
•kicr^sed rather than c&ttk»shed it. He Ian* 
g«iished several "days, and then e:^i«d. His 
epitaph) vmtten by a satirical poet, imp^fted, 
Ittat his scien^fibc and philosophic works ^idnot 
«aught him morali^, nor his medicinal, the art 
of preserving his health. 

In the 447th year of the Hegifa, Al Kayer, 
distracted with the insolence )of the T^iridsh 
militia, which, at ttm timetTiendew^d Bag^iad 
Utile better than a scene of riot and conlbsion, 
#ound himself obliged to quit the city df Bagw 
dad, 9snd to put bunself under the protection of 
$ke caliph of Egypt* That prince supplyffig 
lam both with money and droops, he soon be^ 
cazne very fomudable in the Ai4bian kak ; po» 
s^Bsed himself of that province, and ravaged it 
ewn to the very gates of Bagdad. Finding &^ 
cB^ny to oppose him, he now kx^ed upon hiiii>- 
sdf as emir-al-omra, and ordered his own name 
to be mentioned in aU the mosques Wfthm his 
jumsdiction : iior 4id-he leave any thing moite to 
Al IVfalec, wlio, bS^gt the example <if &s pndiB* 
eessors, had deprived the adiph of «ll p^mtt 
«Bd authority, except ifae naked title of the king 
<tf liagddd. Indeed^ tbe<caUj[^ himself W«ui4fr- 
ibrmed, that this rebel ifiteiided to advance, al 
the head ^ lus troops, to tiie capild, and seiati 
a|X)n the imperial palace ; upcffi which he im^ 
mediately wrote to Togrcd Bek for^aflbistttncet 
who was then at Waae(. As soon as the cai^ 
^^*s letter reached him, he assembled all 1^ 
fiM*ce3| mod^ the. ptoper ^isposittions t» Im 
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mmhf aod'^mTttd at Btgdiid. He btiMigM 
vitb hiiB a BHsiefous army of TuriU) imd eigh? 
t(Ben elepfaftitts. tJp«ii hts arrival, he iamnedi- 
ttxly waktcd upon the oalifilif aod paid him all thet 
boneurs doe p^ his high dignijty* However, the 
Turks havings so^o after, Qommit^ several out* 
ragef, the pec^le rose upon them, and pelted 
tbQm vvith stones ; an ins^^t: which so incensed 
Togfol Bek, that he omimanded his troops tc^ 
pillage the city. 

In the Mowing year, Al Kayem, the caliph 
of Bagdadi honoured Togrol Bek with tlie impe* 
mi vest, and cqjjnmed him king of Bagd«d» 
He Bkewise adorned him with the collar and 
ImieeletSi, appointed him ruler over his coart» 
and ordered money to be coined in his name : 
nor durst any enemy presume to appear against 
him, either in the Persian or Arabian Irak, or 
Khorasan* * 

Al Kayem was, in the next year, deposed, and 
Al Mostanser, the caliph of l^^ypt, proclaimed 
at Bagdad in his room* While Al Kayem made 
his escape to the eastern part of the city, Al Ba« 
sasiri entered Bagdad, with the Egyptian stan>« 
^rds, in the name of ^Vl Mostanser, and com- 
manded prayers to be put up for him in the 
great mosque. Afterwards, Ims commanded Al 
Kayem's visit to be fettered, and carried on a 
camel through the streets of Bagdad, dressed wt 
a woolen gown, with a high red bonnet, and a 
kathem collar about hb neck, a man lashing 
Mm all the way bdund. Then, being sewed up 
in a firesh bull'shide, with the horns placed over 
his head, he was hung upon hooks, and fateaten, 
mthout ceading» till he died. In the mean time, 
tfae ci^ph- airiiped at the. camp, where a tent 
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Was patched Ibrbim, ott the east side of the city.* 
Upon his retreat, the mob plundered the impe«^ 
nal palace of articles, to an inestimable value* 
Prayers were offered up for Al Mostanser, while 
Al Kayem was conveyed,Jn chains to Haditha. 
In the very next year, however, he was reinstated 
in his former authorily, and as caliph of Bag^ 
dad, was treated with uncommon marks of re- 
verence and distinction ; and Al Basasiri thought 
fit to retire to Waset, where, having collected a. 
vast quantity of com, he put it on board some 
vessels then -in the river ; but, receiving advice 
of the new revolution at Bagcj^d, he advanced US 
Al Nomania, a place at no great distance from 
tliat city. Here a battle ensued, which ended in- 
the defeat of Al Basasiri, who was himself kil- 
led in the action ; and his head, being struck off, 
was, by the order of Togrol Bek, carried on a 
pike through the streets of Bagdad. • 

Soon after, Togrol Bek demanded Al Kayem*s 
daughter in marriage, but was refused her by the 
caliph, who thought it too great an honour for a 
Turk to aspire to. Togrol's visir, therefore, ad- 
vised his master to retrench, by degrees, the ca- 
liph's revenues ; upon which the Sultan forbade 
Al Kayem's officers to touch the public money. 
This prohibition reduced the caliph to such dis- 
tress, that he suffered himself to be persuaded 
to let Togix)l take the princess, though much 
ag^nst his will. The Sultan, having thus car- 
ried his point, revoked the order he had ^ven 
for seizing the caliph's treasures ; and, being 
highly pleased with that prince's compliance, 
sent him very rich presents. The same year, 
Maezzoddawla, the Saheb, or lord of Aleppo, 
departed this life, and was buried in the citadel. 
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He is reported to have been a just, merctfiil, and 
generous prince* A servant having once, by 
accident^ beat out one of his fore-teeth, he saidf 
^ This hi^pened by the providence and power of 
God, and he would not punish him for it ;" an 
incident which has been produced as an instance 
of his superior goodness and clemency* 

In the following year, Seida, the caliph's 
dai^ter, was conducted to Togrol, who r&* 
ceived her with great demonstrations of joy^ 
and bestowed g^fts on all the caliph's servants 
that accompanied her* The marriage was cek-i 
brated at Al Ray, his royal seat, then the aqn* 
tal of the Persian* Irak ; he having made the 
proper dispositions for receiving her vnth the 
utmost splendour and mi^;nificence : but, finding 
the heat at that time excessive, he retired to 
Rudbar, where he had a most beautiful palace; 
Here he proposed to take some refreshment in 
that hot and sultry seasmi, and was attacked by 
a bloody flux, which carried him off in a few 
days. He has been represented as a merciful 
and prudent prince, extremely well versed in the 
art of government. All the neighbouring sove- 
reigns exceedingly feared him, and wrote to him 
in the most submissive style. 

The princess Seida returned to Bagdad, where 
she was received by her &ther, who, in a few 
years, paid the debt of nature. At the time of 
his death, he was seventy-six years old, and had 
sat forty-four years upon the Uirone. When he 
perceived his end approaching, he appointed Al 
Kayem, his grandson, to succeed him, and sent 
for the principal grandees to attend as witnesses 
to this deugnation. Al Kayem was learned, pa* 
tient, mild, and sincere ; a prince of an excellent 

Vol. X. Q 
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political capacity, capable of giving the moat 8a^ 
lutaiy advice on any emergency, just, and one 
who exceedingly feared God. He cultivlited the 
belles-lettres ; had a taste for poebry ; and left 
behind him several poetical compositions, which 
were held in great esteem* Not long before his 
decease, we are told, that such heavy rains fell 
in Arabian Irak, that they occasioned 9n extra- 
ordinary inundation of the Tigris ; insomuch) 
that many animals were carried away by the 
rapidity of the current; and that the caliph 
himself was, in an instant, so surrounded by the 
waters on his throne, that he must have inevi* 
tably perishied, had not one of his slaves takeil 
him on his shQuklers, and preserved him froni 
the impending &te* 

During this reign, a mostdreadftil earthqudce 
laid in ruins Al Ramla Isanis, and many other 
cities. The havoc occasioned by this catas* 
trophe was so great, that two thousand five hun^ 
dred men, women, and children, perished at Al 
Ramla only ; vast numbers also meeting with 
the same unhappy fote, in many of the neigh* 
bouring cities. A grievous famine likewise raged 
in Egypt ; insomuch, that a dog was not to be 
bought for less than five dinars, nor a cat for 
less than three. Al Montanser's visir came one 
day to the imperial palace, attended by a single 
servant, and left his horse at the gate, which 
was quickly carried off by three men, who killed 
him, that they might feed on his flesh. The 
visir, complaining of this insult to the caliph, 
they were immediately executed, and their bo* 
dies fixed to a gibbet erected for that purpose. 
The next day, however, nothing was to be seen 
of them but the bones ; the flesh being all gree<- 



VXSSm Mft CALIPS««, 171 

^7 devoured by the miserable wretches inhabit- 

SDg the spot where the gibbet stood ; for the 

Egyptians not only ied.on the carcases of all 

kinds of beasts, but likewise the bodies of men, 

women, and children ; many of the latter of 

whicb th.ey Unkd, and sold ppbticly for fowiU 

Before the beg^iog of this dreadfol calamity, 

the caliph had about ten thousand two hundred 

horses, mules, and camels, in his stables ; but, 

I at the end of it, he had only three horses left 

! That prince himself was obliged to part with his 

I pbite, tapestry^ sumptuous garments, treasures, 

I mrels,-aDd valuable fumiture^ for sustenance^ 

I The- people of £gypt were aJso visited by a 

plague this year, which swept away the greater 

I part of the inhabitants of that country. These 

I calan^jiities, we are tdyd, were presaged by oometfli 

that s^peared a little before they happened, and 

other {Mfo^gies which have been takien notice of 

I by the Egyptian writers. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 



Empire of the Arab%y under the Houte of Jl Mbm^ 
continued* 



A L K AYER died at sevetoty-six, and 
j^3- -• -^^' tras succeeded by his grandson, Al 
Moktadi. The new caliph performed the 
Ibneral ceremony at his predecessor's interment^ 
iind enjoyed a prosperous reign* The people of 
Syria, Arabia, Palestine and Irak, recognized 
his anthority, and the city of Bagdad flourished 
while he sat on the Mohammedan throne* He 
was bom six months after his fether's death, and 
was the only male of Al Kayer's family that sur- 
tived him. He was the twenty-seventh caliph 
of the house of Al Abbas, and had more re^)ect 
paid him by Malec Shah, the emir-al-omra, than 
had been received from Uie sultan, or prime mi- 
nister of the caliphate, by many of his predeces- 
sors. Al Moktadi married the dau^ter of his 
emir, a lady of great beauty ; and the public re- 
joicings at Bagdad, when she made her ontry in- 
to that capital, were such as surpassed every 
thing of the kind, that had happened before in 
the Mohammedan world ; for all the streets of 
the city were illuminated with wax torches on 
this occasion ; and the caliph, in order to de- 
monstrate his affection for her, prepared a most 
magnificent entertainment. Twenty-four thou- 
sand pounds of sugar is said to have been con- 
sumed in the dessert alone* 



Malec Shah, in the next year, peifcnsied the 
pilgrimi^ to Mecca, at an incredible expence ; 
for, besides abolishing the usual tribute, which 
the pilgrims paid, he employed very large suma 
in building towns in the desert, where he order- 
ed a great number of weUj^ and cisterns to be 
made, and water to be conveyed to them from 
all parts. He likewise commanded plenty of 
provisions to be carried for the subsistence of 
the pilgrims, and distributed immense suma 
among Uie poor, with unparalleled liberality. 

Before Malec Shah's daughter had been long 
married to Al Moktadi, she left her husband iu 
disgust, and returned to Es^an, then her fa* 
ther's residence, and the capital of the Seljukian 
empire, where she remained till the time of her 
death. At this period, the brother of Severusj, 
the metropolitan of Ethiopia, came into Egypt 
with presents for Al Jemal, Al Mostanser's visir, 
which by no means pleased him. As soon as thQ 
visir had received them, he sent for the Alexan- 
drian patriarch, and demanded why he had or* 
dained the metrox}olitan of Ethiopia, without 
paying the usual sum to the Fatemite caliph*. . 
He likewise complained, that the metropolitan 
had neither caused any mosques to be erected 
in Ethiopia, nor sent him any rich presents, as 
h^ had promised^ To this expostulation, a bi- 
shop, who attended the patriarch, replied, <^ that 
the metropolitan of Ethiopia had been ordained 
only by his express order :" To which the visir 
answered, " That both he and the patriarch 
lied." He then insisted upon their sending two ^ 
Ushops immediately into Ethiopia, who should 
ts|ke care to have a certain number of mosques 
tniilt in that province, and see that divine ser7 . 
Q 2 
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vice was performed in them, after the Mofaam« 
medan manner. The visir also gave them to 
understand, that complunts had been made i*e- 
apecting the Mohammedan merchants, who were 
not permitted to trade in Ethiopia ; loxl, if this 
were true, he knew what course to take. He 
then dismissed the patriarch, and his attendant 
bishops ; having first quartered a soldier upon 
each of them, who were to be maintained at 
their expence. In a short time after, the visir 
sent for them agcdn, and, when they appeared 
before him, he accused the patriarch of driving 
a Mohammedan merchant out of Ethiopia, and 
seizing upon all his substance ; but it was prov- 
ed, in answer to this accusation, that at the time' 
when these things were said to have been done, 
Severus was in prison, where he had been can- 
fined by the king of Ethiopia* The visir then 
said, that the Metropolitan had promised to 
build fout* mosques in Ethiopia, and that he had 
not kept his word. His brother instantly replied, 
^ that he had actually bu'dt seven, which the 
Ethiopians had pulled down, and the king had 
imprisoned him for what he had done." This 
declaration pacified the vidr, who dispatched an 
ambassador, with the bishops, to the court of 
Ethiopia ; sending a letter to the king, import- 
ing, " that if he dUd not accede to every one of 
the demands contained ii^ it, he would demolish 
all the Christian churches in Egypt." To this 
the Ethiopian monarch made answer, ^ That if 
he displaced even a single stone in any of the 
Christian churches under his jurisdiction, he 
would send him all the stones and tiles from the* 
temple at Mecca. From which it appears, that 
the Ethiopians were, at this time, far from being 
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Mofaammedans, nor was the relig^ of the pro>* 
phet pubticly tolerated in Ethiopia. 

In the following year, the Bf^taniyah besieged 
the castles of Delam and the Persian Irak. The 
first they took bekmged to Kamah, a prince in 
alliance with Malec Shah, and was deliTered by 
Kamah's lieutenant to AI Hasan, who had se- 
duced him, by twdve hundred dinars. This Al 
Hasan was a native of Meru, in Khorasan, but, 
g<Mng into Egypty he met with a Batanist, who 
e<»iverted him to their persuasion ; and, by the 
consent of the people, made him, whose fioniiy 
was one of the noblest in Meru, the chief and 
head of the sect. He had many followers, who 
pud an implicit obedience to his commands* As 
he soon grew considen^le, Malec Shah sent him 
a threatening letter, requiring his submission* 
Al Hasan hereupon ordered the Sultan's mes- 
sengers to be brought before him, when he sent 
for a company of his peo^de, and commanded 
one of them, a young man, to kill himself; an 
order which he instantly obeyed, without the 
least hesitation. He ordered another to throw 
himself headlong from the top of the castle^ 
which he performed immediately, and broke his 
neck. After this prelude, Al Hasan told the 
Seljukian ambassador, that he had no other an- 
swer to return to the Sultan, than that he had 
seventy thousand men at his command, who 
would obey him in the manner which he had 
seen. Malec Shah was greatly surprised when 
these things were related to him ; and, having 
other afiairs on his hands, he thought it not ad- 
visable to enter into a war with that prince. 
Soon after this, be went upon a hunting party, 
wilh many attendants ; and, eating some of the - 
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flesh of tlie^gsune that they had kilkd,l^retiuii- 
ed sick to his palace. A vein was opened but 
little blood issued, and his illness increased to a 
fauming fever, wlidch in a few days put an end 
to his hie. 

The caliph Al Moktadi died in the 487th year, 
of the Hegira, at Bagdad* The sultan Barkia- 
rok having entered tJiat city, made many ricl^ 
and valuable presents to the caliph, and de- 
manded the patent of investiture of that prince. 
This being granted by Al Moktadi, he ordered 
the instrument to be drawn out in form, when 
he perused it, and commanded the sultan's vest 
to be carried to Barkiarok. After he had 
dined and washed his hands, he read the patent 
over a second time, and then immediately asked 
one of his women, who was then with him, who^ 
those persons were that presumed to come into 
the room, and to approach him, without his per- 
mission. The woman, astomshed at this ques- 
tion, turned her head about to discover who 
they were, but seeing nobody, she cast her eyes 
upon the caliph, and perceived his countenance 
<:hange, his hands and feet at the same time 
£uling him, and that very instant he dropped 
down dead on the ground. Terrified at this^ 
circumstance, though she at first thought him 
only in a swoon, she immediately called in his^ 
servant. Mansur, his visir, and Ashmed, hiS; 
son and successor, being then sent for, his body 
was prepared for interment, and afterwards bu- 
ried with the usual ceremonies. He had reigned, 
nearly twenty years. With regard to his cha-. 
i^cter, he is said to have been extremely well 
versed in the institutions of Mohammedism ; a 
lover of learning and honest men, hrave, courte-* 
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ous, beneficent, and a very good poet* He had 
a steady regard to justice, and reformed a great 
number of abuses that had crept into the state. 
He took great delight in patronizing men of 
erudition, and had many excellent woiics de£'» 
cated to him. His views for the advancement 
<^ the sciences, were well seconded by Malec 
)Shah. They assembled all the ablest astro* 
nomers that flourished at this time, in order to 
reform the calendar. The distemper that car- 
ried him off so suddenly, the Arabs call m 
plague ; they believe that it proceeds from cer» 
tmn spirits, armed with bows and arrows, sent 
by God to punish men for their sins ; and when 
die wounds are given by spectres of a black co» 
lour, they certainly prove mortal, but not so 
when the arrows are shot by Uiose that appear 
white. It is in this manner that Mumulmen rea- 
son upon the plague ; and it is upon this founda- 
tion that they never take any precautions to 
guard themselves against it. 

During this reign died Cyril, the Jacobite pa- 
triarch of Alexandria. He read some time be- 
fore his death the four 'Gospels in Coptic, and 
wrote commentaries upon them in Arabic, the 
Coptic being then, especially among the com- 
mon pec^le, but little understood. He spent all 
^bt money he could spare, in relieving the poor^ 
in repairing and building churches, and in other 
acts of charity : so that when he died, he did not 
leave a single diiken behind him. He fiisted 
often, and lived, in general, till evening, upon 
{mise ; other food being prepared for his scholan 
or discif^s. He em^yed much of his time 
in praying, and frequently conversed with those 
about him^ upQA ^vme subjects* 
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Al Moiitanser BiUah) the csdqih of Egypty 
died in the same year with Al Mc^tadi, after h^ 
had reigned about sixty years. He sunrived 
i^ly a few months Al Jemal, his general and 
vimr^whofor several years had the sole ma* 
Hagement and direction of the Egyptian affairs ; 
Al Mpntanser being in reaHty nothing better than 
a nominal prince^ and is celebrated only for the 
length of his reign* A little before the visir 
departed this life, he obtained the instrument of 
investiture from his mastery by which Abul Ka^ 
sem) his sao^ was appointed to succeed him in 
the post of visir, had the title of the king oi 
kings conferred upon him, and received the ho* 
nourable appellatkm of Afdal. In Al McMEitan^ 
9er's reign, Michael, the patriarch of Alexan* 
^a, was sent with magnificent presents to the 
king of Ethiopia, to prevail upon that monarch 
to open the channel that conveyed water to 
Egypt, which for some time had been stopped* 
This obstruction had. reduced the caliph's sub* 
jects almost to the last extremity. The king 
granted the patriarch's request, in conse<^enGe 
of which, it is said, that the Nile rose three yards 
in one night, and rendered the land of Egypt as 
capable of cultivation as ever. The caliph treated 
^e patriarch \irith uncommon marks of distinc* 
tionat his return, and munificently rewarded 
him ^r the important service he had done his 
^untry. 

^ jy Ahm.ed, Al Moktadi'a son, was ac* 

3094! knowledged caliph of Bagdad as soon #• 

his &ther's death wa$ publicly known* 

In a short time after, he assuiped the title of Al 

Mostadher. His authority was confirmed by 

the consent of Barkiarok, who was at that^timtt 
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with his army at Bagdad* He also secured to 
himself the office of etnir^d-omrB, or sultan, at 
the prime minister to the caliph was at this tim« 
cidled ; and in consequence of the high offlotf 
which he filled, as well- as by the great power h^ 
had acquired, he was con^etely master of Al 
Mostadher's person, and even of the cali^riiatia 
itself. He inaugurated the caliph, who recipro* 
cally invested him with the power, gave him the 
appellation of ^ the column, or support of reh* 
gion ;" and commanded that prayers shoirid be 
offered for him in the mosque. It appears thai 
these prayers were a sort of nominal consecra* 
tion, which, in the eyes of the people, rendered 
the authority of the chiefe lawful* The cafiph of 
Bagdad was the dispenser of this fitvour, which 
was solicited by the sovereigns of Damascus, 
Aleppo, Antioch, and even by those of Persia 
and Egypt^ They all assumed the title of ca- 
Hph, iHit still they acknowledged the pre-emi- 
nence to the throne of Bagdad. 

To his arbitration was referred treaties be^ 
tween rival princes ; their arguments passed in 
his presence, to which he gave his sanction. 
Without doubt some compensation was made 
lum for his trouble, and that perhaps might con- 
stitute one of the principal sources of his reve- 
nue. It appears that the quality most desifable 
m him, was that of a concihator, well acquainted 
with the laws, and the friend of peace. It cer- 
tainly were to be wished also, that his manners 
should be gentle and persuasive, and his morals 
irreproachable, that the public esteem might 
give weight to his decisions. 

Soon after Al Mostadher's accession, the 
astrologers at Bagdad predicted an inundation 
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Uttle m&fior ia iu extent loid effect^ lo tlie f^ 
Heral deluge that happened m the days of Noah ; 
A prediction which struck the people of that m«» 
lropoUs> as well as the courts with the utmoM 
terror and consternation. The caUph sent for 
£bn Isun, one of his most celebrated astrolo- 
gers, in order to interrogate him about the ink- 
pending judgments with which he and his sub* 
jects, and even almost the whde race of man* 
kind) were threatened. £bn Isun being brought 
before him, sudr— that in Noah's time all the 
seven planets met in the sign of Pisces ; but 
that only ux of them, Saturn being in .another 
part of the heavens, would meet in that sigti, the 
present year* Had Saturn, continued he, occu- 
pied any part of the above-mentioned sign, 
when all the other planets were there, an uni- 
versal deluge would have been the conaecpience* 
However, added he, there most certainly will be 
a dreadful inundation, which will lay under 
water some considerable city or district, where a 
vast multitude of people from different coun- 
tries will be assembled. As there was a prodi- 
gious c<mcourse of merchants, and others, from 
all the regions of the east at Bagdad, this pre- 
dictioa so terrified the inhabitants of that capital, 
who were extremely numerous, that they erected 
mounds or dams in those places which seemed 
to be most exposed to an irruption of the waters, 
and took other precautions, which they judged 
necessary for their security : and in conformity 
to this prediction it so happened, that most of 
the pilgrims „ going to Mecca, and who had 
pitched their tents in the. valley of Al Manaked, 
were carried away by an irresistible torrent, to- 
gether with their beasts of burde% baggi^|(% 



mud wry thing they brought with th^tn, and 
draiwned ; a few of them only escaping, ^h6 
lb«nd means to retire to the neighbouring nK>un*> 
tains* This tragical event so raised the repu* 
tation of Ebn Aysun, that the catii^ made him 
a present of a sumptuous vest, in order to do 
ym honour as a reward for the skill he had 
shewn in his art. 

Barkiarok marched into Khorasan, where 
Arslan Shah had on foot a considerable body of 
Ifdops : but the sultan was delivered from all 
future apprehensions of Arslan Shah by one of 
that prince's sons, who slew his father before he 
had an opportunity of coming to any engage- 
ment with Barkiarok. He committed that par- 
ffcide in order to seiw his father's government, 
which, however, did not fall to his share ; for 
Barkiarok, having made himself master of Kho- 
rasan, appointed Sanjar, one of his brothers, to 
predde over that province, and returned to Irak; 
However, Arslan Shah was assassinated by one 
of his domestics, to free mankind as he pretended 
from his injustice. 

About the first or second campaign of the fe- 
moos crusades, a numerous army of Franks, 
under the command of king Baldwin, entered 
Syria, besieged Antioch, and took that city : 
and in the following' year they presented them- 
selves l)efore Jerusalem, and having erected two 
towers against it, they took it on the north side; 
artd put the inhabitants to the sword. They 
continued to kill the Mussulmen in the adjacent 
country for several weeks together, destroying 
in the chapel Al Kasa seventy thousand people 
atone time. They likewise drove all the Jews into 
Ihcir temple, and burnt them m it. Amongst 
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lSb6 booty acquired on this ooeasioii, whtsli wm 
unmense, there were above forty thousand sUvi»r 
bmps, atumaiee of the same metal) and sdiove 
twenty lanxps of g<4d. The loss of Jerusotem 
was not lesa regretted by the Jacx»hke ChmtLans 
Hianbythe Mussulmen themfi^lves; since ths 
Franks would not permit them to go on pilgii- 
mage thither, nor even on any aecount whatever 
to ai^roach that place. When the news of this 
terriUe destruction reached Bagdad, the terri- 
fied courtiers who brought it impiored both the 
calif's and sultan's assistance in the most af- 
lecting terms* The inhal»tants of that cky ia^ 
sisted upon immediate relief; indeed, so transi- 
ported were they with grief, and so infiituaited 
on the occasion, that they forgot their duty ti» 
God, and neglected the most solemn &st of Ra^ 
mackin* 

The Franks, after some time, elated with thdf 
success, advanced to Tripoli, and laid siege tA 
that city, and soon after they took Acca by 
storm : but by a reverse of fortune, two go- 
nerals of the Franks were defeated by the Mo- 
hanmiedans in Syria, where ikey lost ten thou^ 
sand men. Tripoli, after having suststned a 
seven years' siege, in which the greater part of 
the inhabitants had been destroyed by fatigue^ 
famine, and the sword, was obliged to capita^ 
late. This city was at that time filll of Moham*- 
medans, and contained very many learned mem 
Two years after the Franks made themaelvea 
master of Saida, and all the coast of Syiia* A 
dreadful tempest happened in £gyp9t» which 
filled the air with clouds of dust* The heat was 
excessively great, and the sky was red as fire^ 
A specits of tiK aurora borealis, reaembiiiii^ 



itemes^ moved from one part of thehemisj^heiis 
to another ; whit^ wais followed with so thick ft 
diuiaiess as had not been known iii the memory 
of matOk These strange and surprising phene*> 
Aiena ao terrified many people, that they aban- 
d^ed their houses, imagining that the day of 
judgment must certainly be at hdnd» 

In the 5 V2\h year of the Hegira, the 
j" g caliph Al Mostadher departed this life at 
fiagdad, ih the 2^th year of his reigti, 
and was succeeded by Al Mostarshed, who, in 
some degree, revived the ancient splendour of 
the caliphate. He would not suffer any dicta- 
tor^ but acted for himself His brother^ Abul 
Httian^ aspiring himself to the throne, assembled 
ft laiig^ body of troops in the Arabian Irak, 
Dpenly revolted against Ids brother, and claimed 
the title of caliph* The dignity, however, to 
which he aspired was verj^ short livedo Al Mos- 
t»shed came up with him, gaVe him battle, dnd 
«dmpletely defeated htm« Hasan Wad taken 
pri^ner in the action, and wks sent to the ta- 
^^, Who generously granted him his life, and 
aeft him at lib«rty# Tbe^ same year Baldwin^ 
irtio aslRimed the title of the king of Jerusalem, 
matched with a powerful army into Egypt, in 
older to make hfmself master of that opulent 
i^egkm ; but swimming, for his amusement, in 
the Nile, a wound which he had formerly re* 
ceived opened a^sh, and could not be healed ; 
tliis ob%ed him to return to Jerusalem, where 
iiedledk 

A caUph of Bagdad was now seen at the head 
-ctf his armies, not only exercising an indepen- 
deiit au^ietity in the city, but attempting to ex* 
teintitjiince moreover princes, Who imagined 
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that deference was all they owed him. Al Mos- 
tarshed sent a severe message to Zenki^ the ata- 
bec of the Arabian Irak s ti^e person who deli- 
vered it, relying on the power and authority of 
his master, added several reproaches of his own: 
for which insolence Zenki ordered him to be ar- 
rested, and treated with great indignity. The 
caliph, having received advice of the insult offer- 
ed him in the person of his ambassador, march- 
ed with an army of thirty thousand men from 
Bagdad to Al Mawsel, and was met by Zenki^ 
at a small distance from the latter of these pla- 
ces ; but not being able to oppose thjs caliph, that 
prince invested the city of Al Mawsel, and after- 
wards besieged it in form. Whilst he pressed 
the place closely vnthout, a company of pleuste- 
^•rs within agreed to betray it to him ; but beine 
discovered and executed, he ndsed the siege, a? 
ter he had carried it on inefiectually about three 
months, and returned to Bagdad. About this 
time the repose of the army, as well as of the 
court in Egypt, was disturbed by factions ; one 
of which was headed by Al Haken's son, who 
ehdeavQured to excite the emirs to revolt. The 
soldiers were divided into two powerful parties, 
some of them espousing the tenets of the Son- 
nites, and others those of the Shirites. This di- 
vision occasioned the points in debate between 
those two sects to be controverted amongst the 
troops, already inflamed agednst one anoUier by 
political broils, with so much heat, that they 
came to an engagement, and many on both sidea 
were slain. 

The 529th year of the Hegira proved fatal to 
sultan Togrol and the caliph Al Mostarshed ; the 
finmer died at Hamadan, and was reck<»Md. 
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just and yaliant) good-natured, and liberal, and 
did notMng unbecoming a prince* Upon To- 
grol's death, his brother Masud, then at Dag* 
dad, was invited by his friends at Hamadan to 
repair immediately to that city, in order to as- 
sume the government, and a courier was dis- 
patched to him for that purpose* Masud being 
apprised, in the city of Alra, that the caliph of 
Bagdad, in violation of his engagements, had 
ordered his name to be suppressed in the public 
prayers, and deprived of the title and quality of 
sultan, he advanced at the head of a powerful 
army into Arabian Irak, where he was met by 
Al Mostarshed, accompanied by a great num- 
ber of the principal nobility and lords of his 
court* The two armies came to a general ac- 
tion, when the caliph's left wing deserted to the 
sultan ; he was himself surrounded and taken, 
whilst his right wing, after a slight opposition, 
fied* After this defeat, Bagdad opened its gates 
to Masud, without making any resistance. The 
caliph was confined in a tent at some distance 
from the army, where messages passed between 
him and the sultan relating to peace. At length 
it was agreed that Al Mostarshed should pay 
an annual tribute, and remain in Bagdad ; he 
was then permitted to ride on horseback, with 
the harness of a horse, in token of honour, car- 
ried before hinu He was even upon the point 
of returning to Bagdad, when intelligence being 
brought of the arrival of an ambassador, the 
people followed Masud to meet him, and among 
the rest some of those who had the care of the 
caliph* The defenceless condition of that prince, 
who was now left without a guard, excited a 
auAmber of people to rush into his tent and as- 
R2 
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sassinate bim, by giving him no less than twen^ 
ty wounds^ Not satisfied with the perpetration 
of this horrid deed, they barbarously cut off his 
nose and ears, and left him, by way of contempt, 
naked upon the spot. Many believed that M asud 
was at the bottom of this affair, and amused 
him with the appearance of an accommodation 
only in order to conceal his design. Al Mos- 
tarshed enjoyed an excellent constitution, and is 
said to have possessed the rare talent of expres- 
sing much in a few words. He was succeeded 
by his son, 

J. Al Rashid, whom Masud obliged ta 
J ■ ' enter into an engagement not to. revenge 
his father's death. He signed a deed to 
the following purport : " If ever I raise troops; 
if I quit Bagdad ; if I put to death any person 
attached to sultan Masud, I shall have deposed 
myself." The expected event soon occurred^ 
Masud demanded a sum of money, which he in* 
sisted the caliph had promised him ; to which the 
latter refused compliance, and recalled the troops 
from the neighbouring provinces to his Assis- 
tance. Masud besieged him in his capital ; dis- 
sensions arose between the allies ; and the pontiff, 
extremely pressed by the enemy, considered him^* 
self fortunate in securing his safety by flight. 
Masud entered Bagdad, assembled the judges 
and doctors of the law, and shewed them the 
writing, by which Al Rashid had deposed him- 
self. Who had been the aggressor, or whether 
Masud had not given the pontiff provocation, was 
not the subject of enquiry. Masud was the 
strongest ; and Rashib was deposed by unan.i* 
mous consent, after reigning but one year* 
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^ The same assembly that had dedared 

jj.^* Al Rashib unworthy of his exalted sta- 
tion, proclaimed Al Moktafi, his uncle, 
to be his successor. As this caliph owed his ele- 
vation entirely to Masud, he did not think of ex- 
ercising the least power or authority during that 
prince's life, but after his death he asserted his 
independence, and assumed the reins of autho- 
rity, not only in Bagdad but in the greater part 
of Persia and Arabia, which had been subject to 
Masud. 

Masud was, at the time of his death, about 
forty-five years old, and had reigned almost nine- 
teen years. He was a great lover of pious and 
learned men, humble and affable ; superior to 
all the Seljukian princes for religion, clemency, 
and justice. His bravery was also celebrated ; 
he is said to have defeated armies at the first 
onset, and to have killed lions with a single 
stroke. He frequently, when a boy, was in bat- 
tles, and fought hand to hand with the enemy. 
He always proved victorious in the wars with 
his 'brothers; the people lived in .ease and 
plenty through the whole course of his reign 5 
he disregarded treasures, distributing them 
among his courtiera, which was the reason that 
he was almost always poor. This prince was the 
last of the Seljukian sultans that had any power 
in the Arabian Irak ; for upon his decease Al 
Moktafi deprived them of all authority in the 
city of Bagdad. 

Al Moktafi died after having reigned twenty- 
four years and three months ; he was the first 
that reigned in the Arabian Irak without a sul- 
tan, and governed his armies as well as his sub- 
jects according to his own will, since the time 
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that the Mamehike or Tui^is^ militk began to 
dispose of every thing m the caliphate, and con* 
frequently to deprive of their just authority the 
successors of Mohammed under Al Montaser. 
It appears that Al Moktafi recovered almost aH 
that sultan Masud had possessed himself of in 
the mountainous parts of the Persian Irak ; and 
that no considerable tumults or commotions dis- 
turbed his repose during the remainder of his 
prosperous reign. 

About this period many violent shocks of an 
earthquake were felt in- Syria, and whkh extend- 
ed as fer as Tripoli and Antioch, by which an 
incredible number of people perished under the 
ruins of the several towns that were destroyed* 
A school fell down at Kama while the master 
was out on some particular business, and crush- 
ed to pieces all the scholars ; and as none of their 
parents came afterwards to enquire for any of 
them, it is probable that they all likewise shared 
the same fate. When this shock happened at 
Shaizar, the saheb of that place was circumci^ 
sing his child, and a great number of people was 
assembled to witness the ceremony, one of 
whom only escaped, when the house was thrown 
down, and he was killed by the kick of a horse 
as he attempted to go out of the gate. We find 
«^so, that Mohammed, surnamed Gayathoddin, 
died about this time. He is reported to have 
quitted life with extreme regret, so much so> 
that, before he expired, he ordered his troops, 
fais court, and all his treasures, to pass before 
him, as it were, in a view ; and after he had con- 
sidered all these things, said, " How is it possible 
that a power so formidable as mine is not able to 
douinish the weight of my disorder one single 
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grain, nor to prolong my life only^for a moment." 
He then concluded his reflection with the follow- 
ing remarkable words : ^' Unhappy is the person 
who spends his time in amassing those things 
which he must leave, and does not make the 
principal object of regard that Being in whom 
all things are to be found." 

The caliph, Al Moktafi, appointed his son 
Yusef to succeed him a little before his death ; 
but one of his concubines, by whom he had a 
ton, sumamed Abu Ali, formed a design to as- 
sassinate Yusef, during the caliph's last illness ; 
hoping, by that means, to advance her son to that 
supreme dignity. For this purpose, she armed 
a great number of the women of the palace with 
knives, and hired them to kill him when he went 
to visit his father. The conspiracy being disco- 
vered to Yusef by a little eunuch, whom he con- 
Stantly sent to enquire after the old caliph'a 
health, and who once, on his return, saw them 
with knives in their hands, he immediately put 
on a coat of mail, took his sword in his hand, 
and went directly to the imperial palace. This 
he no sooner entered than the women attacked 
him ; but he defended himself so bravely, that 
he put them to flight. Abu Ali and his mother, 
who both fell into his hands, he caused to' be im- 
prisoned ; but the female assassins he treated in 
a more rigorous manner : some of them were 
publicly executed, and others thrown into the. 
^ ^ Tigris. Al Moktaf], dying, Yusef was 
1 1 60. saluted caliph, and assumed the surname 
of Al Montanjed. 
' > Several years prior to his decease, Al Moktafi 
had declared his son Al Mostanjed his successor. 
Who immediately mounted the throne, and go-^ 
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yarned peaceably for eleven years. That Us* 
was the reign of justice, the £[dlowing anecdote 
will prove* A man being competed of cahimnyy 
was sent by him to prison. One of his nobles o£^ 
fbred to ^ve him two thousand pieces of gold 
ooin for his release ; to which the caliph replied^ 
^ Put another man, guilty of the same crime, it) 
my power, and I wUl give you ten thousand ; 
for I am extremely^ anxious to clear my domi* 
nions of these pests' of society." 

In the 358th year of the Hegira, Sfaawer waft 
advanced to the high office of visir, in which he 
had scarcely been three days, when he was join<» 
ed by a great number of Arabs and soldiers^ who 
flocked to him from the western parts of Egypt^ 
and other places, especially in the desert, inae* 
much, that he found himself at the head of s 
large army, consisting of more than ten thou^ 
aand horse. The Arabs, addicted to rapine, and 
accustomed to robbery, he detached in different 
parties, to ranage and plunder aU t^e lands be* 
l0n|^g to those who persisted in their attacli«> 
m&il to £bn Takay, giving them ^le spoil thuft 
they should acquire on this occasion, that thef 
might be tiie more active in their depvedatiailisrf 
The Arabs, animated by this concession, exe*» 
Guted Shawer's onders with great alacrity and 
sncoess; who^ themipon, pursued his nmrdi 
almostto tke very gates of Al Khirah andMesrr 
and ti^tt eneatnped. Takay and his friendi 
were so terrified at ^hawer's approachy that they 
immediately^ abandoned the metropolis, takii^ 
care, however, to conceal their most valuable 
jewels in. a ba^ under the sad^e of his horse, 
1^ dien fled into the desert with the utmose 
pi^cipitatidu Hei>e fidling into the hand» ef 
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Ae Arabs, be iras stripped, piundeftd, and kft 
atked, irtiere he remained tiU he alsaost periab- 
ed wlUi hunger and cold. Being, however, at 
last knoMm, Yakub, the Arab emir, commanded 
him to be brought into his tent, and to be con- 
ducted from thence under an escort to Shawer at 
Al Kahirah* Here he was received as a friend, 
had proper apartments assigned him in the visir^ 
palace, and was attended by some of his own 
domestics* Indeed, Shawer, who had succeeded 
him in the post of vtsir, and assumed the title of 
the commander of the armies, frequently coiw 
fesred with him, and invited him to his table : 
but, being some time afier accused of meditating 
a flight, and of exdting the Egyptians to a re^ 
^t, be was thrown into irons, which, endea^' 
vouring to file off, Shawer\son entered the place 
of his confinement, and, to the regret of his &• 
ther, who was not privy to the affair, imroedi* 
atdy cut off his head* Shawer had not been 
long possessed of the supreme authority beCbre 
Al Dargam, an oflBcer of rank, endeavoured to 
^vehim ^m the Fatemite caliph's councils, 
and at last, after a decisive action, obliged him 
to fly mto Syria. Here he impl<Md the assist* 
apce and protection of Nuroddin, promiang to 
remit him the third part of the annual revenue 
of Egypt, if be would march a formidable army 
into that country, and re-instate him in the im- 
portant office of visir. In the mean time, Al 
Dargam assumed the government of the Fate- 
mite em^re. As for Shawer, after his arrival 
at Damascus, he lived with Nuroddin^ and was 
treated by hhn with nncommon marks of res« 
^t. Nuroddin was a most implacable enemy 
6f the Chriitittis, and Shawer, in order to bring 
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him into Itts views, iafevnied him that the Franks 
had penetrated into Egypt, and made a csnside^ 
rable progress in the conquest of that opulent 
country, and therefiD»re begged that 'he would 
send an army, not only to expel them from 
thence, but to re-instate him in the office of visir. 
To this he agreed, and, in a pitched battle, he 
entirely defeated the Franks, having killed a proi* 
digious number of men, and taken a multitude 
of prisoners. Al Dargam and his brother were 
also put to the sword, and Shawer had now no 
competitor to dispute with him the post of visir. 
About the same time, Al Esfahani died ; his 
corpse was carried by Nuroddin's general and 
faithful friend, through Mecca to Medina, where 
he desired to be intended* Persons were appoint- 
ed to attend the body, and proclaim prayers in 
ever)'^ town they came to, for the repose of the 
deceased soul. Upon their arrival at Mecca, 
the body was carried round the Caaba; from 
thence it was conveyed to Medina, and deposited 
in a little chapel, built by himself for that pur- 
pose, at no great distance from the tomb of the 
prophet. 

In the next year, Nuroddin took from the 
Franks their strongest castle in Syria, which was 
M no great distance from Tripoli. A short time 
previously to this, Shawer had concluded a treaty 
with the Franks, which alarmed Nuroddin, being 
afraid that it would enable the Christians to make 
themselves masters of Egypt. He sent, therefore, 
Shairacuh, wi(h a body of two thousand horse; 
into that country ; and he was attended by Sala- 
din^ his nephew, much against his inclination. 
Shawer, having been joined by the Franks, put 
himself, at the head of the combing anny, went 
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inquest of the enemy) and at last came up with 
them»whena sharp engagement ensued, which - 
ended in the defeat of Shawer and the Franks. 
Tins victoiy put a large district of country into 
Shsdracuh's hands, and facilitated the reduction 
of Alexandria, before which he presented htm* 
self. Here he left his nephew Saladin with a 
proper garrison, and then advanced with his 
forces towards Al Said. After his departure, 
the enemy shut up Saladin in Alexandria, and 
kept him closely besieged for the space of three 
months. Shmracuh, therefore, returned, in or- 
der to force the Franks and Egyptians to raise 
the siege, upon which a negociatlon was set on 
foot, and an accommodation was effected be- 
tween the contending powers. The Egyptians 
TtUxk possession of Alexandria, and a new con-* 
vention was signed between them and the Franks, 
the principal articles of which were, that the. 
Franks should receive annually, out of the reve- 
nues of Egypt, one hundred thousand dinars, 
and that they should be allowed to have a gar- 
rison with a commandant at Al Kahira. 

Two years after, the Franks, having taken 
Belbeis, and having grown superior to the Mo- 
hammedans in Egypt, Nuroddin sent a large 
army to drive tliem from thence. After the 
Franks had carried the city of Belbeis by storm, 
they advanced to Al Kahira, which they invest- 
ed and laid siege to. Shawer, the Fatemite ca- 
liph's visir, had set on fire the ancient city of 
Mesr, and ordered all the inhabitants to go to' 
Al Kahira before the Franks appeared in the 
neighbourhood of that place. Shawer, who had 
failed in the performance of his engagements, 
by not remitting to Nuroddin the third part of 
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the public revenues of Egypt^ waited every day 
upon Shairacuh, made him large promises, and 
endeavoured to excuse his shameful conduct. 
He likewise expressed the highest regard for 
Shairacuh, Saladin, and all Nuroddin's o^er 
generals, though he had formed a design to in- 
cite them to a splendid entertainment, in order 
that he might secure all theft- persons. But thi§ 
soon transpiring, they, willing to be beforehand 
with him, seized him, and were conducting him 
to Shairacuh, who was that morning gone upon 
a visit to Al Shafei's tomb, and his servants, 
seeing what had happened to their master, im- 
mediately made their escape. After which, he 
was brought, bound, to Shairacuh, which, ais 
aoon as the caliph knew, he dispatched a messen- 
ger to demand his head, which was immediately 
cut off by Shairacuh's orders, and sent him vHith- 
out delay. Shairacuh immediately succeeded to 
the high office of visir, and Shawer** head was 
fixed upon the point of a spear, and carried through 
the streets of the city. When Shairacuh, how- 
ever, entered the metropolis, both the populace 
and soldiery rose upon him, and attacked him . 
with unparalleled fury ; upon which, in order 
to pacify them, he cried out, " The caliph has- ' 
given you all the immense treasures that Shawer 
has amassed." This declaratio(n diverted their 
rage : they drove to Shawer*s palace, plundered 
it, and stript it of every thing valuable, while 
Shairacuh was now received every where with 
loud acclamations, and all possible demonstra- 
tions of joy. Shawer's son lived as a private 
person in the palace to the time of his death ; so 
Shairacuh enjoyed the high dignity to which he 
hjtd been advanced, without of^ftition or dread 



UK0$R t«E CAZ.I9HS. 1^5 

of a ooiupetitoiv Neveithdess, the authontr he 
bsd acquired was not of any considerable dura- 
tion : he died in the course of two months, and 
was succeeded in that high employment by Sa- 
]adin« 

When Saladin had secured to himself the 
.chaise of visir, and found himself master of the 
^caliphate of J^gypt, he distributed all the im- 
jOiQpst treasures which had been accumulated 
among the emirs and the troops: by this instance, 
iof liberality, he entirely gained their affections ; 
lie likewise abstained from wine and gaming, to 
whidi he had been extremely addicted ; .^d, in 
order to expiate his former crimes, he retolved 
4o enter upon a holy war, and attempted to drive 
the Christians out of the Mohanunedan territo* 
iries* He also ciicmnvented and cut off the com^ 
jB^oider q£ the macks, or negroes, that guarded 
the imperial palace, and garrisoned the citadel 
5of M KAhipah, putting, afier a tlesperate en- 
jfg^^gemept, the greatest part of those troops to 
Ijbe sword. That officer, tiiough an eunuch, was 
# pe;?son of iinaHnmon fesolution.and magnani- 
jSnity,. and, for some tinoe, singly opposed the 
power of die new visin llie destruction of this 
£orps c^ned a passage for Saladin into the 
castle, who, thereupon, appointed a white eu* 
iQuch commandant of that (dace, and assigned 
Jhim a proper gsorison for its defence. Saladinf 
jt>eing thus master of Egypt, begged Nurod^dn 
fxrould send his &ther and family, then at Da- 
mascus, \o him, which request being granted) 
jupoQ their arrival in Egypt, he treated them 
with uncommon marks of distinction, made 
them many rich presents, and settled upon theiu 
Jbnds and possessions of very considerable value* 
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' The following year proved fortunate and pros- 
perous to the newmir, whose power still in- 
creased in Egypt. The Franks formed a siege 
of Damiata, which, as they had a great train of 
military engines with them, they carried on, for 
some time, with extraordinary vigour. How- 
ever, Saiadin, having taken care to furnish the 
place with a numerous garrison, and to supply 
it copiously with all kinds of provisi<»is and ini«^ 
litary stores, the besiegers were obliged to albsat-- 
don the enterprise, and retire, after, they had lam 
before the town ' fifty-four days, and sustained a 
very considerable loss. But, tiiough ill success 
attended their armies in Egypt, they reduced 
the castle of Accara in Syria, and loaded the 
commander with chains* Nuroddin, in order 
to make a diversion in his favour, besieged M 
Carak in Arabia Petrsa, though without effect ; 
for a strong body of Franks advancing out of 
'Palestine to the relief of that fortress, he thought 
fit to decamp, without venturing a battle. AfaouJt 
this time, an earthquake made dreadful havock 
in Syria, Aleppo a&d several other towns being 
almost entirely destroyed by the violence of the 
shocks. 

The next year, Monstanjed, the caliph of Bi^ 
dad, departed this life ; his death was occasion^ 
in the following manner : having comm^ded 
his physician to write in his name to the visir, to 
order him to affix to a gibbet, erected for that 
purpose, the prefect of the palace, and another 
'officer, the physician, knowing that his master 
was at the point of death, shewed them the let- 
ter. Perceiving their fate, therefore, to be in- 
evitable, if the caliph recovered, they entered 
his apartment, attended by some of their friend0» 



istRMUm off tqr forccyaiid tbtt him up in a 
iNithy whepe» m a short tima^ he expired. 

The SMBie day ihat Ai M^sttfijed waa . ^ 
aasaaMoated, hia sen Al Mostadi was pro- ^ * ^^* 
BlaimedBad acknowtedged byih» ofikers 
0f the palace, and the chief nobles oi the eourC, 
4o the giveat jof of the peof^e» who were no stran* 
f;en4ohiBiiianyviit«es,: fior were theu* cxpec- 
liilioiis dasf^poiBted} for, like hb &ther, he was 
^maamt fer his love of- justice ; and, in his ub« 
hounded cfaantjr, even surpassed him* This year 
&tiadyB made an irruption into the territories of 
the Franks, penetrated as &r as Aakakm and Al 
lUnnla, in Palestioet which, for some time, he 
htocked up, and then moved towards the fron* 
tiers of Egypt. He afterwards besieged Aila» 
which he took by storm, and gave up to has 
iMOps tohe phindoed. With the last exploit 
he finished the campaign, and, at the condition 
of it, returned home. Ilie same year proved 
fittal to the Fatemite empire in Egypt. Nurod* 
^in, who was a great &vottrer of the Sonnites, 
hiiving been inl(»ined that Saladin was absolute 
master of the kii^pdom of Egypt, he ordered him 
to issue an edict, enj<Mning an omissic«i of the 
name of the caliph Ai Adedin ^e public pray« 
era, and requiring the Egyptians to mention, in 
the room of it, that of Al Mostadi, the caliph oif 
Bagdad. In answer to Nuroddin's letter, Sala- 
din wrote him word, that, as the Egyptians 
w^re, for the most part, Icdlowers of Ali, he 
Ivas afraid such a step would occasion an insure 
lection, and pn>ye extremely prejudicial to his 
affisdrs in EgypU But Nuroddin informed Ssda- 
^in tliat his order was peremptory, and that he 
iFonldbe obeyed* The name of Al Aded was 
S 2 
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accordingly omitted, and that of Al Mostadi 
substituted in the mosques throughout the'Egyp- 
tian territories, in the time of divine service. 
The deposed caliph was, however, sick at the 
time when this resolution took place, and expired 
without having even heard of it. Al Aded was 
no sooner dead than Saladin occupied the impe- 
rial palace, and took pk3)Ssessi<Hi of aU the im* 
mense treasures ; among which was a library, 
which is said to have contained no less than one 
hundred thousasid volumes, bound, and writtoi 
in the most beautiful manner. These he dbtri- 
buted among as many of the doctors of the lawj 
and other learned men, as had occasion to con- 
sult them. Thus ended the empire of the Fate- 
mite caliphs in Afnca, after it had continued 
about two bundled and seventy years. The 
princes that formed this dynasty were Shiites, 
who asserted that Abu Taleb was the first law- 
ful caliph and imam, and maintained that the 
supreme authority, both in spirituals and tem- 
porals, belonged to his descendants. They even 
deduced their origin from Ali himself, and Fa- 
tema, the daughter of Mohammed ; and, in con- 
sequence of these pretensions, assumed the name 
of Fatemites : they also styled themselves Ima- 
miams, and Imams, intimating that they were 
descended in a right line from the head of that 
family which alone supplied the Mahommedan 
world with true and rightful imams. 

They bore an in>placable hatred to the caliphA 
of the house of Al Abbas, whom they considered 
as intruders and usurpers, |ind not in the least 
related to the family of Mohammed. As Nu- 
roddin was a zealous Sonnite, and entertained 
the highest regard fbr the caliphs at Bagdad, it 
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is no w(»ider that the abolition of the catiphate 
of Egypt should have been his principal r object* 
Besides, he was probably influenced not only by 
religious, but by political motives ; he might 
imagine that nothing would so much contribute 
to the humiliation of the Franks, who were then 
grown fonnidable, as a re-union of Mussulmen 
under one common head* 
* As soon as the news of the abolition of the Fa- 
temite caliphate in Egypt arrived at Bagdad, and 
it was known that the caliph ^1 Mostadi was 
pray<^d for throughout all the Egyptim provin- 
ces, public rejoicings, for several days, were 
made in that capital. In him were re-united the 
legitimate power of the Mussulmen sovereign 
pontiff, by the abolition of the caliphate of the 
Fatemite caliphs in Egypt. He had no concern 
in this revolution, which was effected by the con- 
i^cts between the nobles, who, aspiring to the 
sovereignty, endeavoured to acquire a right to it 
in the sight of the people. By refusing the in- 
vestiture of the caliph of Bagdad, they them- 
selves ceased to be caliphs. Such was the fa- 
mous Saladin, who was contemporary with Al 
Mostadi. Many other chiefs of tribes, generals 
of armies, warriors, and conquerors, flourished 
also in his reign. He extricated himself, with 
singular address, from a dangerous sedition, ex- 
cited by Kimar, his general, who hated the visir, 
and had determined to put him to death. On 
arriving at his house, which he immediately in- 
vested by the troops under his command, he 
found that the visir ^ad escaped, and taken re- 
fuge in the caliph's palace. Kimar, persisting 
in his intention, led on his forces towards the 
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impetial reudencei attended by « great cooeoiine 
of the populace* Al Moatadi a[^)«u«d on tlie 
balooay, and, addressiiig tlie midtitude, said) 
*^ Y(Hi witness the auda^ty of Kimar, who haa 
tiV&k the temerity to brave me m my palace. 
As a pumshment for his offence, I give you aU 
lus treasures*" The crowd, hearing that plun- 
der was permitted them, turned eagerly towards 
Kimar's house, foSkamed by the sokiwry, who 
hastened to defend it* By this expedition, the 
insurrection was quelled, and the li& of the mir 
saved* Al Mostadi was thirty years old at hat 
4eath, aad had reigned ten* 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

Empire of the Arabs^ under the House of M Abbaa^ 
continued* 

' A L Mosfadi's death was no sooner pub- ^ 
-^^ licly known, than the grandees and ^jg^/ 
principal dtizens of Bagdad were pre- 
vailed on to take tib« oath of allegiance to Al 
Naser, his son. That prince was inaugurated 
in state, and universally acknowledged calij^. 
He then sent the patent of invesUture, and other 
ensigns of royalty^ to Saladin, constituting him, 
-by those presents, the prime minister* The de^ 
'feat he had received from the Franks in 573, to- 
gether with the plague and &mine that raged 
the following year, had prevented him from un- 
dertaking any enterprise : but in the year 578 
he set out from Al Kahidah for Damascus* 
Upon his arrival, he was informedr that the 
Saheb of Al Mawsel had sent an embeissy to the 
Franks, in order to solicit their as»stance, and. 
instigate them to a rupture with him. He there- 
fore came to a resolution to chasjtise that prince 
for his infraction of the late treaty, and even 
to make himself master, if possible, of his capi- 
tal ; that the Mussulmen, being united under 
one chief, might be thereby enaUed to act more 
vigorously against the Franks. The Saheb of 
Aleppo, having received intelligence of the Sul- 
tan's design, and of his gpreat military prepara- 
tions, dispatched an express to Al Mawsel, to 
apprise his brother of Uie storm that was ^* 
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liiering, and to advise him to put himsdf Into « 
posture of defence without delay. In the mean 
time, Saladin, wkh a numerous army, presented 
himself before Aleppo^ and invested that city. 
He was, however, ^fter several days spent inef- 
fectuafly in endeavouring to carry l^e place, 
forced to abandon it* Soon after, the city of Ah- 
medt in Mesopotamia, surrendered to him, after 
a siege of eight days. He then advs^ced to Jor- 
dan, passed that river^ laid Bei^anin ashes, drove 
the FraGkks out of &e field, and formed the siege 
wd Al Carac ; but, the place beic^ defended by a 
i^umerous garrison, he found hioiself obliged to 
jybandon the siege, and return to iDanu^acva* 
He had not been long in that capital, wh^n h^ 
commanded his son, Al Thaher, to leave Akp* 
ao^ and repair immediately jto Damascus^ Be^ 
lore the close of this year, embassies came tp 
Saladin &om all parts of the w^rld, particuJady 
&on» Sanjar Sh«^ the Saheb-of Al Jaajjn, aoi 
the prince <^ Arbeit who desired to be admitted 
into liie number of hia coi^ederates smd friends; 
9rfaich fiivour ha'rii^ obtained, they returned to 
Iheir .respective couits* 

In a short time after, Saladin assembled both 
$itt& Sydan and £^ptiae forpes, in order once 
more to attempt tbs reduction of AJ Cara^. H^ 
90OB began to batter it with military eogineib 
and attadsed it with the utmost vigour. The 
Franks, receiving advice that the Mussu1me» 
bad opened the campa^a with the siege of Al 
Carac, marched to M WaUlu, a place not &r 
from that fortress, and there encamped. As M 
Carac, in a great measure, cut oif the commit 
nication between Syria and Egypt, Saladin waa 
detemuned^ ^t all ^eots,if posmble^ toicarry its 



he therdbre made fhe necessaiy dii^^tkms §d^ 
an engagement, being resoled, if an opportuni* 
ty offered, to give them battle ; which) however^ 
finding impracticable, he penetmted into Pi^a- 
tine, took several towns, ravaged the neighbour* 
ing track, put many of the inhabitants to the 
sword) and carried a vast number of them into 
captivity. He also possessed himsblf of Jioiin, 
a little town near the banks of the Jordan, and 
penetrated to Sebaste, where John the Baptist^s 
Body is supposed to have been deposited* Here 
he released some Mohammedan prisoners, who 
Had been thrown into irons by the Franks, and 
then returned to Damascus. 

The 583d year of the Hegira proved extreme- 
ly unfortunate, and even almost &tal to the 
Franks. Saladin advanced, at the head of a 
body of troops, to Al Carac, in order to block 
lip that place, and protect the caravan of pil- 
grims going to Mecca. He also sent a large 
detachment to ravage the district of Acca, and 
all the adjacent track. The Franks, receiving 
intelligence of what had happened, and bein^ 
determined to give Saladin battle, immediately 
quitted their camp, and advanced towards the 
Sultan, who, having left a body of troops to 
keep the citadel blocked up, led his men with 
Uie same ardour to meet them half way. Both 
armies facing each other, a most bloody conflict 
ensued ; but the night preventing victory from 
declaring on either side, the fight was renewed 
next morning with greater fury than before: 
nor could the most vigorous efforts of both ar- 
mies decide the dispute in less than three days ; 
at the end of which the Mohammedans, ani- 
mated by despair, and hemmed in on every side 
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by the enemy, and the Jordan, entke)y def^fed 
the Franks, and gained a most glorious victory.. 
The saheb of Tripdi, who had been prevailed 
upon to join the Franks^ in open violation of 
the solemn treaty of alliance he had concluded 
with the sultan, charged the Mussulmen in front, 
but was so warmly received, that he soon fled, 
with precipitation ; and,, being eagerly .pursued 
by a detachment of the Mohammedan forces, 
all the people that attended him were cut oflf to 
a man, and he alone escaped to Tripoli, where 
he was afterwards seized with a pleurisy, and 
died. A prodigious number of the Franks were 
, killed in the action and the pursuit. A body of^ 
them, however, found means to retire to the 
top of a neighbouring hill ; but, being surroupd-; 
ed by a detachment of the sultan's troops, who 
set fire to a wood into which they had fled for 
shelter, and almost dead with thirst, were obliged: 
to surrender at disci^tion. Some were barba- 
rously butchered by the Mussulmen, and others, 
thrown into irons ; amon^ whom was the king; . 
of Jerusalem. With such terror were the Fi^anks 
struck on this occasion, that one of Saladin's 
men took thirty of them prisoners, having tied 
them together with the cord of his tent. After, 
the action, Saladin seated himself in a magnifi- 
cent tent, erected for that purpose, and placed, 
the king of Jerusalem at his right hand, and 
Arnold, the saheb of Al Carac, on his left. He 
then drank to the former of these princes, at that 
time ready to expire with thirst, and offered him 
a cup of snow-water, which he thankfully re- 
ceived, and immediately drank to the latter. 
But here the sultan interrupted him with soroe^ 
warmth, saying, " I will not suffer this rogxit 
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t6 drink, as that, according to the generous cus- 
tom t>f the Arabs^ would secure to him his life*'* 
Then, turning to the saheb of Al Carac^ he 
gave him very opprobrious language, and re- 
proached him with the expedition he had under- 
taken against the two s^red cities of Mecca 
and Medina* He likewise accused him of utter- 
ing the most yirulent language against Moham- 
med, and of being guilty of a great efiusion of 
blood : notwithstanding which outrages, he told 
tile saheb, he would spare him if he would be- 
come a convert to Islamism. This, however, 
he rejected, and the Sultan immediately drew 
his scimitar, and struck off his head. The king 
of Jerusalem, terrified at the sight, expected to 
meet with the same &te ; but Saladin raised his 
drdoping spirits, by assuring him he had nothing 
to fear, for that it did not become kings to kill 
their brethren. The Franks being thus over- 
thrown, and totally dispersed, the sultan attack-. 
ed the city of Tiberias, and took it by capitu- 
lation : from thence he moved towards Acca, 
which, after a short siege, he reduced. Here he 
found four thousand Mohammedan prisoners in 
chains, whom he instantly released. From Acca 
he marched to Tebnin^.a fortress of considerable 
itrength on the road to Sidon, which was taken 
by assault, after it had sustained a siege of six 
days. About this time, the marquis of Mont- 
serrat arrived in a Christian vessel at Acca, not 
knowing the Mussulmen were in possession of 
that place : the commandant at Acca might 
have easily secured the person of this nobleman, 
but, letting the opportunity slip, the marquis 
escaped to Tyre, and put himself at the head of 
the Christian forces assembled in that city, whick 
V#L. X. T 
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greatly contributed to the success that attended 
the arras of the Franks some years afterwards* 
The next place of strength attacked by Saladsn 
was Askalon, which) after a siege of fourteefi 
days, he made himself master o£ About the 
same time, the troops possessed themselves of 
several otfa«r towns in the satme quarter. Hit 
then led his army against Jerusalem ; the inhat- 
bitants of which were allowed to capitulate, and 
leave the holy city, upon conditiim that every 
man should pay the sultan ten dinars, every 
woman five, and every in&nt two. Those that 
paid the stipulated sums were escorted by a de- 
tachment of the sultan's troops to Tyre, but 
the others were thrown into irons. The sultan 
had no sooner occupied Jeneakm, than some of 
his men took down a cross, overlaid with gMj 
ftorn the sacred rock, perhaps Mount Calvary ; 
upon which the Iscariots were rent by such a cry 
as had never before been heard. 

The Franks, who had defended Jerusalem^ 
and the other towns and fortresses taken by Sa- 
ladin, having retreated to Tyre, formed a very 
numerous body of troops in that city. This 
proved not only the preservation of Tyre, but 
assisted them in the re-establishment of their 
affairs. They laid siege to Acca, which, al- 
though it resisted for a long time, at length ca- 
pitulated. After the reduction of Acca, the 
king of England marched, with his army, to 
besiege Askalon ; and the sultan, finding him- 
self not in a condition to make head against the 
king, who had already taken some of his strong 
towns, and obliged him to dismantle others, be- 
gan seriously to think of peace, which was at 
length concluded bptM'ecn them. 
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The sidtan, faaidng now aio further occaftion 
&r his JbxwpS) whom he amplf rewarded with 
luids and po69es8i«ms, f^r the fatigue they had 
zMwtaiiied .in ius service, disbanded those that 
had been sent into iquarfaers of xantonment, and 
•pemaitled iheca to occii{)y^ the lands that had been 
jnigned them* necerving. advice that the Eng- 
iish fleet, luudngrking Richard on hoard, had smi- 
«d for Europe, he proposed to visit all the mari- 
tii)Eie ^Moes, and then repair to Damascus* 
Scarcely, however, had he .arrived at that city, 
•aKhea hie was Attacked by a bilious fever, which, 
dn a few ^ys, carried him 4iff* From the 
^i^Dning.tif hisilhicss, the 'sultanhad been at- 
4ended^y scHne veligious sheik or other, who 
WHS employed in >Tpa£ng portions of the Koran 
•^him^ hut Jaa&r, the inmn of the temfde, &- 
4iw»us for fads sanctity, who wasxaMed in to assist 
ihim In his last moments, coming to a passage <}f 
tiie JLomn, in which the divine unity and onmi- 
acknoc weie assected, ^e |»inoe, vi4io w^as then 
-at the .point of departure, suddenly started up ^ 
and said, ^ This is most true." He died a liuje 
aJterMtemaniing grayer was ended, and no soon- 
ier'«0as^e:raerid&ga:i<service over, than the corpse 
-was pmparsd ibr interment. Prodigious num- 
^ersiaf people crowded into the castle, to pray 
:fi>rthe repose of his soul; and a litde before 
jcveningspn^er, the same day, he was buried in 
^e plaoe where Jie died. 

This great conqueror was, at the time of his 
(death, about fifty^even years of age ; he passed 
'Ibr ^e of the best and bravest princes, whose 
actions have been transmitted to posterity by the 
Moltttmrnedan virriters* As a demonstration of 
Jbis liberality, he gave away j^.his soldiers and 
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ofiicers no less than twelve thousand boracsy 
whilst he lay in camp in the plains of Aeca} besides 
refunding the money expended on others that 
were wounded in battle ; and only one dinar, and 
foity-seven dirhems, were found in the treasuiy 
after his decease. We are told, that he was like^ 
-wise a most religious prince ; that he observed 
•all the stated times of devotion, though he never 

• prayed alone, but always either in the mosque 
or the camp* When he had any enterprise in 
view, before he entered upon it, he constantly 
implored the divine assistance and protection* 
He has, however, been blamed for giving no 

• preference to one day above another. To give 

• some sort of idea of his patience, and conni- 
vance at the offences of the people about him, it 
may be remarked, that once a Mameluke throw- 
ing a shoe at another, that had almost struck 

. the sultan, he turned his face another way, that 
.he might not be obliged to reprehend the of- 
fender. On another occasion, when he had 
called five times for water, and was still ne- 
glected by hi^tfendants, he only said, ^ 0.my 
'friends and cdmpanions, I am alimost dead with 
r thirst." He is sud to have erected and endowed 
colleges and hospitals, and to have built cara- 
vansanes for the reception of strangers and tra- 
vellers, and mosques in the principal cities of 
his dominions. He generally q>peared in a 
woolen vest, and was extremely temperate, or 
; rather abstemious in his diet* He had an utter 
aversion to the professors of every religion, and, 
indeed, of every sect of Mohammedism, ex- 
cept that to which he himself was attached* He 
held philos<^ers, poets, and other men of let- 
.ters, in contempt, but he was an encourager of 



id£^)Qnltiaii endeared him to Ike bigoto vitim 
wwn^aat \ one of whom, m depiciiiig the^eolh 
-ef hitfhera, made* use of the ^aiiomafig temift >^ 
« Iii the M of the Suhan £dl the beat Jind 
hvavest of <iiie& ; Tsloiir itadf expked ; imondfr- 
^eencetms dried up; every apedes ik •ssawakpf 
tad mfustke gtished out in its room:; aU the 
adTantageaandotmvenieDcieaof^life.ireie broken 
^ ; heaven ivas covered with tluck clotids ; the 
age ^was depidved of its Phoenix, its only sidtan; 
Mohanmiediam has lost its fiorm support." 
• Saladnwas so much r^^tted hy hk& sid»- 
jects, of all rsffiksasd denominations, that there 
was^ general mourning for him in every part 
of MS'extensive dominions. Al Malec, hb eldest 
soil, who fiucceeded him in Syria, received, foir 
tlinrtedaf s, thecompiiments of condolence in the 
"paSBce, and then . sent advice of his Other's de- 
cease to his elder' brothers, who were in Egypt 
imd Aleiqx>» Al Malec, to whom the prin^q»i 
«fficiN>s of Uiexourt had taken the oath of alle- 
jjtonce, as his father^s successor, a day or two 
before ^e eultan esqured, foxhade the poets to 
repeat any verses, and the orators and preachers 
to- e^erdse their eloquence on this mdancholy 
occasion ; bint his younger brothers^ who were 
-tiien with him^ rent the air with ihdir craes.and 
'laihenlations* A diviaon was made o£the most 
^Considerable provitices and cities of his eis^iffe 
sfiDOOn^thepi^ncesof his family, and the ^clnef 
tomfnande!^ ^ his troqps were > amply lae- 
4%rded. 

'- ^ Thus w^ s^e l^t the reign of Al Naser is 

chiefly celebrated for the expkks of Sabedin) 

^ijdiisojbt^ the part -which was taken.. in the 

T 2 
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jno6t enthu wBtic war which distiiigiiished the 
crusades* It is likeime remariubk for the 
irruptkms.of the Mogul»into the Mohaimaedaii 
4cMmniQais, which prepared the way for the con- 
.quests of the renowned Jenghis Khaa*^ The 
'599th yeat of the Heg^ra may be given as the 
date to the commencement of the em^ifeof the 
Moguls tmder this pnnce* He had from lib 
childhood been engaged in the service of Ung 
or Wang ; styled by Arab writers idng Jehd^ 
but by European travellers he is called Ptester 
John. Having distinguished lumself on severs! 
occasions against that prince's en«nies> he ej^ 
cited the envy of his principal couKiers ; wtm 
of whom calumniated him to his sovereign^ who» 
at their instigation, resolved to throw him int9 
irons : of which design, being apprised by two 
boys, or slaves, he left his tents standing empty, 
and posted a body of troops in ambuscade,, to* 
wards the middle of the night, at a small dis? 
tance from them ; which, vrith Jenghis Khanal 
their . head, rushing out upon a party of the 
king's soldiers, the next morning entered ; they 
abandoned their tents without opposition, and 
put the rest to flight* This action happened 
near a well or fountain called Balciva* Sevend 
battles were afterwards fought between them, 
which praved fetal to the king, and he and bis 
whdie family were carried into captivity by the 
conqueror. The two slaves, to whom he owed 
his preservation, he honoured in a very particu- 
lar manner. He enacted a law in their favour, 
the benefits of which were to extend to their 
latest posterity ; by which they, as well as their 
descendants, were exempted from all taxes » 
permitted to enjoy all the plunder they shouW 
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«eqiiif« in the war, without being obfi^ to 
i«sign any part of it to ^le Kh«i ; and allowed 
to i^ype^r before hitn without asking leave : and 
•fenderedincapiMe of being punished 'vHth death 
even for ci^ital crimes* The chief of those who 
had adhered to him he m«ie general ofikers, 
and prmdpal lords of his court* As a parti- 
Cidar tribe of the Moguls, named Aviratheans, 
had exerted themselves more than any others of 
that nation in his fkvour, he permitted their 
leading men to contract a perpetual alliance, by 
kitermarriages v^th his own family* In the 
fiaean time, a certain Mogul khan, or emir, cal- 
led Tubt Taneri, who had spent several days in 
traver^g deserts and mountains, barefoot and 
naked, in the middle of winter, returned to the 
victor's camp ; protesting, that God had ^ 
daied to him, « I have ^ven the whole earth 
to Tamujin and his posterity, and have named 
him Jtn^s Khan." In consequence of which 
declaration it was, that he assumed the name of 
Jenghis Khan ; and great crowds of people 
joined him from all quarters* Being now ar- 
rived to a superior degree of power, he dis- 
{latched messengers to all the Turkish tribes, 
tequiritig their submission, and an immediate 
recc^nition of his authority* Those who pslid a 
proper regard to this requisition he treated as 
friends, and the others in a different manner* 
The four sons, whom he had by the most noble 
of his wives, he appointed to preside over the 
affiiirs of his empire ; assigning to each of them 
a particular department for this purpose* The 
eldest had the management and direction of 
every thing relative to hunting, which the Mo* 
guls hold in the lughest esteem, committed to 
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Ilis care* On the fieseoiid t>f tliieae mm WBneHmf^ 
ferred tbe profrincfe ia{ si^i^ntending tlie due 
Ktecutton of the iaivra, jandall judleial matte w K 
The third he phased at the head of administm- 
tkm, andithe fomth he coaadtiited geimrtAs^iao 
isf his fonces. 

About this time the Fraoks or Li^tm took 
Constantinople from .th£'Greeks^ acfter i^ty had 
continued the siege -of that city Ibr some time* 
It is said, upon very respectable authority, thai 
thirty thousand Franks were enabled^ by the 
great extent of that capital, to Mve in it com 
ceded, who, when their biethren made a gene^ 
ral assault, set the town on fn% ; by whieb about 
a fourth part of ifwas consumed. ** The Qreekftyf 
adds he, ** being, by this accident, emjpksifed 
within the walls in extinguishing ^hefiames, the 
Franks, without difficuHy, entered the ^piae^ 
and slaughtered the miseratie inhabitants for 
three days together ; putting to the sword eifeii 
the bishops, monks, and priests, who came tH 
procession from the church of Saint Sophia, ^b 
implore, with crosses and the .gospels ?lan their 
hands.'* After which massacre, they phmderei 
the church, and proceeded to the 'election of 
Baldin, earl of Flanders, who was placed on the 
Greek imperial throne, and to the divisioh of the 
territories of the Greeks among the princes- of 
the crusade. '' 

Three merchants of Great Bukhana, carrying 
a quantity of rich silks, and other valuable com^ 
modities, into the temtories of the Mogulsyonte 
of them, named Ahmed, demanded two hGn*- 
dred and twentj^-five dinars for every piece of 
embroidered cloth, which did not cost him above 
ten, or at most, twenty dinars. This e3L0ii)itaik 
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demand so incens^ Jengbis Kiian, that be aaidf 
" This fool seems to imagine that we never 
saw any Bme cloths before he arrived among 
us." . He tiien ordered the master of the ward- 
robe to shew him some sumptuous robes sent 
him as presents, and commanded Ahmed to be 
iiY^soned^ for setting so extravagant a price 
upon his goods. He then sent for the other two 
merchants, and asked them how they sold their 
goods ? They replied, *' they c^mt not thither 
to sell, but to present them to his majesty, as a 
mark of their most profound veneration, and 
attachment to his person." This moderation 
pleasing Jenghis Khan, he ordered a purse ci 
gold to be paid them for every piece of embroi- 
dered cloth ; and, when they returned home, he 
dispatched several officers of the household, at- 
tended, by a hundred and fifty Mogul merch^ts, 
with orders to buy up every thing valuable 
which could be of use to his empire. Some of 
these Mogul merchants were Christians, others 
Pagans, and others Mohammedans ; and, that 
they might meet with a more favourable recep- 
tion from the governors of Mohammed Khowa- 
razm Shah, they were accompanied by a Mogul 
ambassador from Jenghis Khan to that prince. 
This minister carried presents to Sultan Moham- 
med, and letters of recommendation, importing, 
that Jenghis Khan desired nothing more than to 
enter into a new alliance with him for commer- 
cial purposes, and to perpetuate that union and 
friendship which then so happily subsisted be- 
tween the two sovereigns.. The Mogul mer- 
diants and ambassadors were, however, no 
sooner arrived, than they were basely massacred, 
and all their effects confiscated. The relation 
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of tkts barbarous action so a&cted JeogUs 
JLhan, that he could i)ot sleep till he had formed 
a. proper plan of action against the shah of Kho-^ 
warazm. iie fasted and prayed to Almightir 
'God three days and nights, without iater- 
^mission, on the top of a hilly with his head un- 
covered, imploring die divine assistanoe in a 
most fervent and suppliant maa&er, against so 
futhless and perfidious a prince* The third 
night, a monk, clothed in black, with a:sta£f in 
,his hand, qipeared to him in a dream, and pro- 
mised him success in all his undertakings. He 
communicated the omen to bia wife, who aasmv 
«d him that the monk, whomlieiiad.seen, waaa 
•bishop, .who sometimes used to visit her .^^itfafir, 
jmd give him his benedictions* Whereupon 
Jenghis .Khan i^rdored the bishop ta.be aent to 
.him, whose &ce lie could not recollect, though 
:the.>habit was the .same with that of the mook 
iwhom he- had seen in his dream* The bx^hop 
jtold his majesty, that the person seen by. him 
iwas undoubtedly one of the Christian saints* 
l^rom this ^me the conquenor ^as . alwaya kind 
>to Christians ; entertained a good opinioB . of 
ithem ; :and treated them with particular madoi 
^ affection and esteem* 

In the 614th year of the Hegira, Khowarazol 
-Shah, after the reduction of GUiaia, having found 
among the archives of the city the original .pa- 
rent of inv«stituiie sent i>y.die caliph Al Naser 
to the prince iofihatcity, was so-incenae^^flS^^ 
•the Mohammedan pontiff, that he fonned a de- 
sign to depose liim*. For this purpose, he conh 
orokeda ^general assembly of sdl the imansand 
rprincipal doctors of Mohammedism.in.his domir 
oions, :wfao .unanimously declared, .that t^ ca]»- 
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pMe belonged to the desoendfemte of Hoaein ; 
that tiie hoirae of Al Abbas had, fiira loDgtime, 
usurped ^e supreme authority at Bagdad ; and 
fiut the meiztevs of that house had rendered 
themselves vmrorthy of the high digmty they 
had enjoyed, by the many violations of the Mo* 
hamrnedaa peace of which they had been guilty, 
and the frequent wars they had unjustly excited^ 
foaoong the &itliful« They had therefore de- 
posed Al Naser, and elected Al Termed! in his 
room. The caliph endeavKMired to put the city 
of Bagdad in a posture of defence, imagining 
that he should soon be obliged to »istain a siege, 
as he was not able to make head against the sul- 
tan's numerous army, which now began to draw 
near* In the mean time, happily for the caliph, 
so deep a snow fell in the narrow passages of 
the mountains, as had never before been known 
in the memory of man. Those defiles being 
3ms shut up, the Khowarazmian army could 
neither advance nor retreat; insomuch, that 
the greatest part of it perished miserably : and 
the sultan himself, after having been in the most 
imminent danger, was obliged to return home, 
Kad leave all his equipage in the middle of the 
snow* This misfortune, however^ did not in* 
duce him to lay aside his desig;n ; on the contra* 
ry, he was determined to carry it into execution 
at a more favourable season : but he was con- 
strained to drop aU thoughts of undertaking an- 
other expedition to Bagdad, by the dreadf^ ir- 
ruption of the Moguls into the territories of 
Khowarazm, under the conduct of Jenghis Khan, 
who was, at a future time, assisted by the car 
liph Al Naser. 

The persecution of the Christians and Jews 
still continued in Egypt, large sums of money 



l^eingl^ed ontb^m) m order t!fk/c9»vy.imihn* 
y&r «^nst the Franks. As* com waftiyfienmo 
exceedingly dear, they lousd themselves ^ sot 
grievously oppressed, that a considfiralTle'Biim** 
her undertook, for sustenance, the mofit 8Qlv9e^ 
of&ces ; many of them destroyed themselyes. ift 
despair, and not a few turned .MohanvoaedaMn^ 
llie merchants were not only defHived «f: the 
jDom and provisions they had laid, up for th(dr< 
own use, but their houses were plundered by the: 
soldiery. These licentious proceedings .coQtinfi<- 
ed titt a peace was concluded between the Mor* 
haminedans and the Fraiiks, which happened 
the following year. Jenghis Khan, with his arr 
my of Mo^s, besieged the dty of Bol^rs^ 
then defended by a garrison of twenty thousand - 
men, reduced it, and afterwards laid it in ashies*. 
He likewise sent a detachment of thirty thou^ 
sand men to pursue Sultan 3lohammcd,, .wh^. 
had fled, by way of the Amu, to the country ofi 
Termed, and pushed on his conquests in tliatr 
prince's territories with surprising rapidity* 

Having passed the Jihun, with his numerous, 
forces, Jenghis Khan advaiiced to the city of 
Balkh. The principal inhabitants were no sooner-, 
informed of tjieir approach, than they hastenfd 
to meet him, with many valuable pi!eseats» and. , 
all kinds of refreshments for his troops ;. nqtr 
withstanding which, he cruelly massacned them 
all, on account of their attachment tor the soar, 
of Mohammed Khowarazm Shah. From Balkh, ' 
he marched to Talakan, possessed himself of 
that fortress, slew most of the garrison^t and. 
carried the remainder into captivity. He then 
advanced to Al Bamiyan, formed a siege. of. 
tliat place, and, at last, took it by storm* . As . 



WiAMDutite gftadsOR was killed with an soroir 
^hirtiiig^ tbe siege, which was extremely obsdnftte, 
Jm potto the sword al the people he Ibund in 
the town, witiiout distinctioH of rank or sex. He 
did not span so nrach as the cattle or beasts of 
hOBtdea belonging' to the place ; unborn infants he 
tsm fimm their mothers, and, with savage fury, 
ovtthemtofueces : after which barbarities, he 
entirely destroyed the ci^v and laid waste the 
sarrovmdkig territories. About this time, the 
caiHpk, AINaser, died at Bagdad, in the 70th 
yvat of hi»«ge. He is said ix> have amassed vast 
riches, which he expended inhis pleasures, diough 
licriMd out coBsidemble sums in bwktipg* He 
was the first prince who appropriated to himself 
the succession of all the foreign merchants that 
died in his dominions. Learning was titde 
esteemed by him, and its possessors shared no 
part of his lionations. He reigned 47 years, 
aMnoBt the whole of which he spent in a state of 
mactlTity. Although th» sort of supineness be 
un&Yourable to a monarch's glory, yet it certainly 
is pveferakde to the ostentatious successes of am- 
bition, in general, too dearly bought by the na- 
tions who covet them. 

The caliph Al Nsser^s decease was no sooner 
known*, than his son, Al Dhaher, was saluted ca- 
liph. The (M caliph, in his life-time, had caused 
him to be acknowledged heir-ai^>arent of die 
crown of Bagdad, and to be prayed for as such 
in the mosques throughout all the pro^nces un- 
derhis jurisdiction ; but finding him bold, va* 
lianrt, hasty, and of an enterpnzing disposition, 
he was afterwards afraid of him, and caused him 
to ise imprisoned, and cast his eyes upon lus 
youbgest son'^as the most proper to succeed him* 

Vol. X. U 
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That jf^tince, hewever, dying bdore his fiudwr, 
Al Dhaher was declared the successor* Upon 
^le old monarch's decease, he was therbfovetakcA 
out of prison, and placed upon the throne. Hie 
was fifty years of age, when in exchange for tk€ 
fetters, which Cifll then had loaded his hands, the 
sceptre was put into them. He is said on this 
occasion to have exclaimed, ^ It is surely loo 
late to open shop towards night P I am now 
above fifty years old, and shall I at this age be 
created caliph?" He sat about nme months upon 
the throne, but in that short time he ordered se» 
versd of his subjects properties, of which they ha4 
been i<Mt:ibly deprived, to be restored to diem* 
He also remitted an oppressive tax whidi' had 
been lately imposed; and constructed a new and 
very large bridge over the Tigris at Bagdad ; .s6 
that he left behind him the character of an es0- 
cellent prince, being justly admired by all his 
people for his love of justice, as well as for tiu 
lenity and moderation with which he held the 
rein s of government. 

Upon the death of Al Dhaher, liis son Al 
Mostanser was inaugurated. As soon as the 
principal officers and chief inhabitants <^ B«^ 
dad had taken the oath of allegiance to him, he 
appeared in public on horseback. He surpassed 
all his predecessors in liberality ; and' in the ad- 
ministration of justice he even exceeded 'his Ei- 
ther himself. He demonstrated the gt^atest 
esteem and consideration for the professors of 
learning : he caused several public edifices ft> 
be erected,' and among others a famous- ooUege, 
which was superior to any building of the kuid 
throughout the Mussulman empire, both for the 
beauty Mid extent of the edifice, the nuodbei^^^ 
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«tndsiit» it oontainedy and die «niple revomieft 
ii«sigDed it by its fbimder. He instituted four 
professorafaipt, one for each sect of Mobamme* 
datis« Three hundred pupils were regularly 
t«ug^t, fed^ and clothed, and there were likewise 
aiphysician and an apothecavy at fixed salariesk 
S^ means of a gafiery comniunicating with his 
falasey Mostanser ftvquently attended the leo 
timsy .and'heanl from behind the blinds the ks^ 
sons of the doctors* He moreover kept a nttm«- 
ter>of public tables, extremely well served, dur- 
•iHg^ the ni^it of the month of Ramadan, when 
JHussuimen are aUowed to eat a^d drink after 
Ihe abstsnence of the day. As a fiu*ther instaixse 
«f this prince's unbounded liberality, being oaa 
4Bif on. the htghest gallery of his pidace, he saw 
Aant. thence many terraces belonging to the 
^houses cf the city adorned with different kinds 
"itf hiOkits ; upon whieh he asked his visir, what watf 
•tite meamog of thia appearance ? The visir ve^ 
plied, the inhabitants <^ Bagdad had washed 
their cloaths, and placed them there to be dried 
•by the^suOf . oo account of the approach of one of 
liteir annual feasts*. Al Mostanaer immediately 
Wtw^^d, ^ I did not think that the inhabitants 
'Of liagdad had been .so poor, that they w^re 
fefloed to wash their garments for want of new 
ones to celebrate their fejast in**' At the saro^ 
JSme he. ordered a great sum of money to be 
.c«itverted into cross-bow bullets^ which he sho^ 
vftom the gallery of his palace upoQ all the ter^ 
faoea.pf .^ic dty^ where he^ had seen the habits 
^poaed to the sun* In coimque^c^ of this li- 
beial apuit, he in less than .twenty years dis«- 
tribttted among the people the immense trear 
ImH«s. which his predecessors had amassed (}ui^ 
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Ing die space of five famidred* On ti^diig^lli 
treasury one day he ftmiid a cistern fidl of goM 
and silver. « God gran V exclaimed he, « tte 
1 may live long enough to expend ^t lOiis i*' to 
which a courtier who accomiMnied him ref^Bed) 
^ i heard your grand&Cher, the caliph Nast^ 
speaking of this same cistern vvhen it wanted 
twelve feet of being full, say, God grant I may 
live long enough to fill it*" Whetiher his inMb- 
tion of accumulating was to answer any laudaiile 
cft>ject is unknown ; but Mostanser lavished It 
always in a princdy manner, In disttibuttiig lub- 
mense sums to the poor, and in repaaring tfab 
piaMic schools, mosques, roads, and bosfkak^ 
during a reign of near seventeen yeanu 

In the 62MI) year of the Hcgira, Jerasalem, 
and seven! other plaoes in the mratime paitiSf 
Syria, vrere oeifod to^e Fraidcs. This oessioa 
wasoidy made upon cooditioa thattlMe lMaa» 
medstfis i^ould he admdtted ihto certain tcm^ 
pies ; that the -city should retnaln^ismanttcd; 
and that the oouit df judicatuw m the foross 
i^ottld be under the ^«ction of « IMbhamme** 
dan governor. The Frsaks had A^ccrnvdaoeh 
kirge sums oi money md supplies <Qf men torn 
£urope, that notlmig cocdd vpitkstand their 
force. In the course of this year Khowamzm 
Shah undertook the cen<{uest oi Georgia or 
Guijestans. But the king of tbi^oountry, wka 
found himself in a condition to sustain the wwv 
took the field with an army much more ibrsDip 
dable than that of ^le Shah^s. The latter of 
these princes, in order the better to reconnoilPe 
the enemy, posted himself on a he%ht from 
whence he could discover the position of dieir 
whole camp. Perceiving that their van -was 



lonned of KhiMsans, a people siUialcd oft.tlie 
iMMlhem coast of the Caspian sea, who still re- 
tained a grateful sense of the &vour. he had 
done theai» when he procured them a pard<Hi 
from his fiither, after they had rebelled against 
him^. he readved to attempt to detach them 
from their ally* For this purpose he sent them 
h^94 and salt, in order ta put them in mind of 
thftgood ofike he had done them, and the alli- 
ance he had contracted with them* This, pre- 
sent produced the desired effect, for the Khio- 
%ars,a^amed of being engaged in a war against 
their benefactor, abandoned the Georgians, and 
immediately returned home. After their de- 
parture, the sultan gave the king of Georgia to 
understand^ that, notwithstanding the defection 
of the Khozars, he would grant him a cession 
of arms for one day, to treat of an accommo- 
dation* During this short interval, in which se- 
veral feats of arms were performed, K.howa- 
mzm Shah dismounted successively a valiant 
Georgian, and three of his sons, and afterwards 
killed in single combat another of the same na- 
tion, of a., gigantic size and strength ; a sight 
which stiiick the Georgian army with terror. 
The sultan, taking advantage of the panic into 
which the enemy were thrown, feU upon them 
with such bravery, that he gained a complete 
.victory, and reduced to obedience the whole 
kingdom of Gui^estan without striking another 
stroke* Howeyer, having entered Teflis, tl^ 
capital of that kingdom, he received advice that 
Borak, governor of the province of Kerman, 
did not obey his orders. He therefore took a 
resolution to march directly against him with 
three hundred horse ; hoping by this step to \^ 
U 2 



iri)ie«c»cliMrtaeiia«L fer fab ^MMkii^tx hOsirt 
itb«to<Mitii^o open rebe^Hy and befeve lit 
iMid p^ hBDself kia proper pot^toreof defenoek 
iiavuig acconfingty left Teflls, he i^K^ed ^thiit 
pgpDviQce wil^ hk detadiment^ before Btirak wat 
K|)prized of his departure, surprised the dnK^- 
footed goverBor before iie was in a condfticm te 
oppose kim, and infycted upon him llie puanb'' 
ment due to his teinerityandpreBiiiBptbB. Atiim 
pefioil'the autboritf of Oi^^y Khan was unaaDi^ 
mou^ij recognissed at a general assenlMy of Iba 
g«eat lofds and pnnoes of that nadnn» Soon 
after Kbowarazm rellred to the province of 
Qiy^ Beer, "wbere^ he gave himsetf up endreif 
to wkie, gaming, and ali kinds f>£- pleasuresi 
Whilst he was immensed in this course ef iifo^ 
has troope were routed by^ tiie Mogtd's^ and ^ 
leng^ he himself was dMiged to fiy ^om thr 
enemy, who neveiHieless came up witiv hkn, 
and tidcing hm and his servants t& be coirifenai 
9oldiers, they put them all to ^e sword for ^dre 
^ake of their horses, clothes, and arms* • With 
regard to Khowarazm'a gmodeur and magui^ 
eence, it may not be amiss to observe, thattiie 
march of Alexander Hie Great was beait on 
twenty-seven drums, set with jewels, before hm^ 
at the rising and setting of tii^ sun* The day^ 
en which this pompous ceremony eonmienoedy' 
t^Rrenty*seven sovereign princes beat the tmafch 
at his palace* All his utensils were also covered 
with precious stcmes* His brothers had likewise 
marches beat on five drums each, in honour nf 
them, constantly at the stated timea c^ pubiie^ 
ptreyer. That this prince was a general of in* 
vincible couorage appe8a<6 from his many es*^ 
(Mts* •'..•• *•> 



Ifttiie «99th year of 4ie H«gini, Al Matel^ 
Hie flaheb of Eg^pt, reeerved the amb«Mad6i« 
«f the emperar Frederic the Second, in Syndy 
When lh«t moiiafdi Mmseif arrired ; by whese 
i aH ei^ml Mi ft treaty of peace was ecMiclttded be** 
Ihireen ^be Chri^rtiaiis and Mohammedans. By 
wtae <tf whieh treatyt Jennaten, thoogh ea^ 
Urdy denroliriied, except the church td the ret* 
fluirection, and « few boildmgs adjoinmg to k^ 
liltb the territory at^ertamini^ to it, Bethlem 
Lydda, Al Rasnla, and the whole track extend^- 
ing^s &r as YafTa, and Acca, were ceded to the 
former* At tins period Oktay, tihe grand Khmi 
•f '^e Mogtih) reduced to great distress the emi 
peror of the Km, ^and entered into a negociation^ 
wydi tcmnnated in a treaty with the Strong 
Emperor, then reigning in the southern ports ^ 
China. 

'A-t this time Al Make permitted both Jews 
and -Christians in Egypt to ride upon horses uid 
mules ; to adom, repsdr, and even build as many 
dburches and syns^gues as they pleased ; to 
have all their disputes determined in a judicial 
way, by magistrates professing the same feith ; 
and to enjoy die free exercise of their respective 
rdigions, and al! the other piWleges they could 
desire, in their utmost extent. One of the Egyp- 
tian emirs^ having visited the monastery of the 
vaHey of Habib, the Monks of which had been 
wrongfully accused by a renegado, formeriy a 
member of their convent, of defrauding the sul- 
ttm of die tribute due to him, that emir causedv 
^KHe religious devotees to be whipped, and tor-» 
tured in a most cruel manner, widiout makingj 
^le least enquiry into the affair, and exlorted^ 
from them no less than six hundred dinars. M. 
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Medec, however, disapfinyvbg of tfaui iai^iU^w 
conduct, would not receive the monej^ when i% 
was brought by the emir, but orderediiim to nes 
store it to the monks, who had been ao m^stin 
deprived of it : nor would the same just prined 
lake a sum of m<mey offered htm as a biifae;b3l 
the friends of <me Dawd, a» Egyptian piieat^ to 
prevsdl upon him to command the Jai^ites to 
elect him their patriarch* He also refiiaed an 
equal sum when brought him, on the same m* 
count, l^ the adherents of another persKMi, who 
then aspired at the Jacobite patriarchate 'of Alex* 
andria* He declared his intention never to con^ 
cern himself in the oitlination and election cf ;4i 
Jacobite patriarch, but to leave that . matter en» 
tirely to those to whom it properly belonged 9 
recommending to them, in the strongest term% 
peace and unity. But neither the &vourable dis^ 
position nor saJutary advice of the sultan, oould 
inspire the Jacobites (who were rent by parties 
and divisions) with more moderate sentiments, 
nor induce them to concur, amicably, in their 
election of a new patriarch ; though Al Malec , 
had given his consent, in compliance with their 
request, that a deacon in the church might be 
their patriarch, if unanimously elected* Tha 
Mogul arms being now employed against the 
emperor of the Kin, the Mohammedan i»x>viip- 
ces bordering upon the Grand Khan's fixmtiers 
enjoyed some repose. 

In the 6S3d year of the Hegira, the Tartars 
overmn the distiict of Arbel, and penetrated in- 
to that of Nineveh : upon which-, the inhabitants 
retired into their church, where they were sur- 
rounded by tlie Moguls, two of whose principal 
officers posted themselves at the doors on each 
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iMb^' asHiimrk^tithe piw|rii» to ifftnrB ^q 4MHir 
respective habitations^ NoitwithsMiding wfaidi^ 
ail those ilmt went out of <yie of the doors; were 
fNit Ink thcswofd, whilst those wb9 passed out of 
llie«alhecsiwere4inniolesled* The reason of this 
esdtnsxndioar^ fact was never lamvn^ Ahont thf 
mum tniic, a msraher of youAg Bie»9 in the disr 
tmetaiicav the chief mooaatenes in Egypti pul 
an tbe naonastic Jiabit, in iM^r to javoul paying 
the uaoal tasok ThU finaud b^g discovered, 
abe'coHoeloesiif the tribute iiseat^ed the nioid^s 
Ihemaelflrea 'Wkh extrefse severity ; andy to pre** 
•tentaodi iiapoaitiflos fer.the haixix^ aot edigt 
araa^dao iamied by tlte atiHiA» eonfini^g the prir 
inlegeaof inoednio tliis^ nnrho weie regnlarlf 
aeooiiKd and j^agiiiteDed aa auoh* This yeai^ 
Ssmidy ar J^awd, wa« elected paiMiiaxch af th(p 
Jbbobitea at Akxaodiaa* lie had) ever sipcf 
Iteijdealbof JdiQ) theiaat patiw9pl% aspined t^ 
IhaC jd^^ty, AOd fit laat, by ib^, .influence qf 
hsibei^^ te obliuned the offiqe. In /^sfbrmtf 
toia'Castomiviiicb then prevailed a nioi^9 m 
hcaag vested arith the sopcemeeccteaiastiQal aiik 
ihoiky^ asaiuac4 the auivkai)^ ^ Cyril* . Dsr 
fid^ athisdeoease^ left behind him a 9iC^ 'mb^ 
flious charader* 

Moataaser, ihe caEph .of Bagdads died* after 
he had aieariy compfelied tibe aeyientiee»th y«ar 
of ]m reign; he w«s pcudenty juatt mi»iMSce0li# 
and an encourager of learned men, and distri^ 
harted graait snms i)f sn^iey . aoiong the poor. 
He jcaosedlm portrait <to he jiepreBsed.oii some 
of his coin% icxmtrary lo the cuatmnof tbe esaher 
ealipfaa* He lived a picais and a ^opd hle^ apd 
4he ooibegey ^iuch he erecitod on ite eaateffP 



bimk of the Tigris^ is mentioEed as a monusiciBt 
of his excdient dii^xysitioiu n 

^ j^ The same day ths^ Al Mostftnser «t* 
1^42. ^i*^) bis son Al Mostasem wasinttugiE^ 
ratddat Bagdad* He was attached to 
l»s pleasures ; fond of birds, ^and entirely undtt 
the dominion of wotnen.^ He was also-deficieoft 
in point of judgment; had little - firmneM of 
n^nd, and ^together neglec^d thei affsirs itii 
government. When he was told that* he ough^ 
either to pacify the Tartars, by sKdmntting *td 
them) or to meet them with soi army in Khoni> 
san, and not si^r them to make theniAciffti 
masters of the pnovnice of Irak, he r^lieoH 
^ fiaigdad is sufficient .^for me ; the Tartars wiM 
not envy me that oityf with its distriot, if i oede 
to them all the other provinces, nor will they 
attack me there, as it* is my residence/* He 
was revered as the only lawfiil caliph and imam^ 
and side sovereign pontiff of the Mussuimeni 
Though some princes in Africa and Spain had 
assumed the title of caliph, yet this was on^ 
done witib regard to their own immediate sub* 
jects. • The whole body of the eastern Moham^ 
loedans, as wetl as those of Egypt^ acknovp^ 
ledged him alone as rightful successctf of Mo* 
hammed. He is said to have been the richest 
the most powetiui, the most respected, and, at 
the same time, the most unfortunate prince of 
his race* j 

It has been remarked that the later caii|)ha 
thought only of securing their ease and pleasurei 
they delegated the affairs of .govermnent to their 
visirs and generals, who, rarely account^iie for 
their conduct, frequently, in a short time^ be^ 



««sne liieirmaBteni. Tl^ae degrnieiate eiBf)ei!i«» 
heard, from the inmost reoetoes of their palficest 
the distaot roarings of their enemies thunder- 
ed agtsnsfc thrir fomttersy still Battering them- 
aelTe&that it would never reach them* The 
late caliph, however, ^npio^ed some precau- 
tums agamst the hordes which threat^ened them; 
he fortified the walls of Bs^^dad, and shewed ai^ 
inclination to repd the Ibe* At that period Bag* 
dad was the richest citf in the universe* Hu« 
Mlu^ general of a Tartan army, having march* 
ed his troops through every part of Persia and 
Babylon which promised any plunder, hovered 
nmmd that devoted city Fike a hunter round his 
prey* It appesos that he had intelligence fiom 
idthifi. Mostasem was betrayed by his own 
visir, in whom he placed an unbounded confi* 
dence ; but this perfidious minister had sworn 
he-would efiect his master's ruin, because the 
prince was averse to the sect prbfessed by 
thevistr. The caliph was covetous and vain 4 
and the visir, knowing his foible, advised him 
(0 disband his armies, under the pretence of their 
bdng useless, at a time when he was reverence4 
and bdovod by all kings and princes attached to 
the Mohai^medan &ith. These fallacious hopes, 
which Mostasem. suffered to blind his judgment, 
did not stop the progress of Hulaku* The chief 
gobies' went in a body to the caliph, and strongly 
ui^ed him to quit his wives, his eunuchs, his 
birds, and, in short, his beloved indolence, and 
seriously consider the state of affairs* In con- 
sequence of these representations, he determiped 
to assemble his army ; but the traitor prevailed 
ti^a him to^ abandon the project* ^ Suppose,'^ 
said he, ''that the. Tartars and Moguls should 



entfer the eity, the w«meQ ontf cblldren oo^ 
innild be able to ^»h out their brans mdi 
stones ^m the lerfaceft of thes* hoUiea." At 
hsngth, necewity compelled hhn to«ttetti^.ft m^ 
gular defence. The emperor nosed teoopst aad 
entrusted them to the commsmd of the same Urai^ 
loHMis ^sin The greater part of them wene 
browned in the waters of the £aphsate% which 
Httlaku caused to overAow thdr cas&p, tosd the 
general escaped almost alone* These tidings 
being carried to the caliph, he exdaitned^ << God 
be praised! the mif is safe«'' This unhappy 
prince clung to these delusive hopes till the TSu^ 
tars, after several assaults, made themsekes 
masters of the city* On their entering, the ca- 
liph presented himself with the vases, contain- 
ing dlam<mds and jewellery- of inestimahle value, 
amassed by his ancestors for a long period of 
years* Hulaku immediately distributed them 
among the principal officers of his anny- Thevs 
never had been a caliph so ostentatious a» Mea*- 
tasem : his pride was excessive* Scareefy^ eoold 
the chiefs of the Mussultnan princes even gaiu 
access to him ; and when, at length, thejr were 
admitted, he alfected a luxury md magpnfficence 
unequalled by any of hisf)Fedeces6c»^ When he 
appeared in public, he usually wore a veil, the 
more eiFectuaHy to attract the respect of the 
people, l;?liom he con«dered as unworthy to loob 
at him. On those occasions, the multitude wtti 
so-great, that the scjuares and streets were too 
narrow to contain them, and the windows and 
fmkonies were hired atsoi exorbit»)t price to see - 
him pass.-^Through those same street exposed 
to the riew of the same populace, who, no doub^ 
hRStiened to behold thi» dreadful if)ectade, did 
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the cruel Tartar drag tlie wretched caliph, con- 
firited in a leather sack^ in which state he expired. 
He is said to have inflicted on him this humiliat- 
ing and barbaioua t3rranny as a punishment for 
his pride* Several of his sons were slain in tlie 
•aasauk, in which he had never once shewn him- 
self ; the rest were presented to the conquerpr, 
together with his wives, to the number of sevoii 
hundred^ and three hundred eunuchs employed 
4B their service : their destiny is unknown. Bag- 
dad was given up to be pillaged during seven 
days, and in it the troops found immense trea- 
mXKS4 Thus fell the last of the caliphs, at the 
age of forty •six, after a reign of sixteen years. 

MoBtasem had no proper successor ; for Bibas 
the fourth, sultan of the Turkish Mamelukes in 
. i^ypt, acknowledged, for caliph, Al Monstan- 
ser ; who pretended to be a member of that house 
three years after the ^sital catastrophe ; i^ut his 
authority was not recc^nized by the most consi- 
derable part of the Mohammedan world. I'he 
author of the book entitled" Wassaf" relates, 
that this caliph had caused a stone to be placed 
at the threshold of the door of his palace, which 
was as much respected by the Mussulmen as the 
femous black stone of the temple of Mecca. 
Over the docMr there was a piece of black velvet, 
which hung as low as a man could reach. When 
the principal k>rds made their court to the caliph, 
they stood without the palace, to which they 
rendered almost divine honours, by rubbing 
their eyes and forehead upon the velvet and the 
stone, kissing them with profound humility. 

During this reign, Jerusalem, Askelon^ and 
Tiberias, were ceded by the saheb of Damascus 
to the Franks^ in order to procure their assist- 

VoL. X. X 
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ance agamst the saheb of Egypt. It may ik>t 
be improper to observe, that the patriarch Cy- 
lil's enemies, who had pursued him with so much 
violence whilst alive, did not desist after his 
death. Some of them signified to the sultan 
that he had amassed vast sums of money in an 
unlawful manner, which ought to be confiscated. 
Upon which Al Malec ordered Cyril's palace to 
he sealed up, and afterwards seized upon every 
thing valuable that it contained, whether the 
property of the patriarch, or belonging to the 
churches over which he presided. His two ne- 
phews were sent to prison, and put to the torture, 
to fierce them to discover where the rest of his 
treasure was hidden. Two purses, one contain- 
ing a thousand dinars in gold, and the other the 
same sum in silver, in consequence of that dis- 
covery, were dug up and carried to the sultan, 
as were also many costly garments ; mofe plate 
and tapestry, of great price, all which were pub- 
licly sold, and the money applied to the sultan's 
use ; so that there scarcely remained, of this pa- 
triarch's ill-acquired substance, enough to bury 
him. 

Within the same period, Louis the Ninth, 
king of Prance, called Saint Louis by the 
French writers, landed with a formidable army 
at Acca ; and, after he had refreshed his troops, 
set sail for Damietta, in Egypt, which the gar- 
rison abandoned at his approach. The news of 
this misjfortune reached the ears of Al Malek, 
the saheb of Egypt, while he was in his camp be- 
fore Hems, upon which ^he immediately raised 
the siege of that city, and began his march for 
Egypt ; in thecourse of which he was attacked 
by a gangrene in his thigh, which, ending in a 
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mor^fioatioD, put a period to his days. How- 
ever, his Ufe being a sh<»t time prokmged by 
the amputation of his thigh) the ^gitives who 
had fied from Damietta appeared before him ; 
and) after they had ^ven an unsatisfactory ac<> 
count of their conduct, were ordered to be affix- 
ed to gibbets. Fifty-four of the emirs or officers 
who commanded the garrison of Damietta were 
hung up for their cowardice, with their cloaths 
and accoutrements just as they were brought be- 
fore him; and the day fc^lowing he expired. 

He had reigned almost ten years at the time of 
hb decease* This prince is said to have been in* 
nocent and inoffensive in his discourse^ inc^wble 
of ! thinking intensely, but of so majestic a de« 
pOrtment^ that none of liis subjects dsured speak 
to him but by way of answer. 

The siege of Malatiya must not be Ibrgott^d 
ia this period of history ; the inhalHtants, fearing 
the Mogul genersd, revised to admk him and 
his troops into the town. Having at last starved 
them to surrender, the lower sort of peo^e opeik^ . 
edthe gate In the ni^t, by which the enemy 
entered^ Proclamation was tlien made, that both > 
the Christians and Mohammedans might again 
appiy themselves to their respective profesnons', 
and calling, in which they would be protected. 
The governor, however, was imprisoned, and 
executed in a tnost degrading manner. A sinuh 
lar punishment was infiicted upon thfee emirS} 
and several leading men, who had zealously de« 
fended the city. The &mine occasioned by this 
siege was the most dreadful, and such a% per- 
haps, was never known ill that part of the world. 
During the time of this jdread&l calanuty it has 
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been asserted, upon good authority, that a com- 
pany of women at Baldun, one of the dependen- 
cies of Malatiya, fed upon the flesh of a corpse ; 
and another woman having baked her own child, 
and her neighbours being upon the point of pull- 
ing her to pieces for so execrable an action, she 
swore that she had not killed him, but only 
baked him after he was dead, imagining him 
then to be much fitter food for her than for 
worms. 

Hulaku, having committed the repsuring of the ^ 
city of Bagdad and the fortifications to the late 
caliph's prefect, detached Buka Timur with a 
body of troops to Hella, to make himself mas- 
tor of that place. Buka, having executed Hu- 
laku 's orders with regard to Hella, marched 
from thence to Waset, which he entered with 
his detachment, staid there a week, and put a 
multitude of people to death* Al Abbas is re- " 
ported to have sworn by his Maker, that the ca- 
liphate should continue in his family till a con- 
queror should come from Khoresan ; which pre- 
diction seems to have been fulfilled in the con- 
quest of Bagdad by Hulaku. After the Tartars 
had taken that capital, they set it on fire, and 
put a great number of its inhabitants to the 
sword. The treasures they found in it were im- 
mense ; that place, when it was pillaged by the 
Moguls, being said to have been the richest and 
jnost powerful city of the universe. 

Before we dismiss the history of the Arabs, it 
may not be uninteresting to the reader to give 
some account of this people in more modem 
times, taken from the most respectable autho- 
rity, by which th^ manners and habits of this 
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nation, 9it the present period, may be compared 
with what they were^ as collected in the for^«* 
going history 9 ^ever^ centuries ago* 

The Arabians, like the Tartars, live mostly, 
without government, without law, and aiif^ost 
without society* Theft and robbery are author . 
rised by their chiefs. They are inured to labour^ 
and accustom their horses to undergo the great- 
est fatigue, allowing them to drinks but once in 
twenty-four hours* Their horses are meagre, 
but swift, and almost inde&tigable. These 
people live in extreme, niisery* They have nei- 
ther bread nor wine ; neither do they take the, 
trouble of cultivating the g^und* In the place 
of bread they use some wild grain, which thej. 
mix and knead with the milk of their cattle*. 
They have flocks <^ camels, sheep, and goats,s 
whidi they conduct from place to {idace, till they 
find sufficient herbage for them : here Uiey erect 
their tents, which are made of goat's hair^ and 
live, with their wives and children, ti)l the grass, 
is consumed ; they then decamp, ai^d go in quest 
of another fertile spot* Though their mode o£ 
living be hard, and their food extremely simplCf, 
the Arabs are strong ; their stature is not smallt 
and they are tolerably handsome : but their skin 
is scorched with the heat of the sun; for most 
of them go either entirely naked, or covered 
with a tattered shirt. They paint theu: arm^ 
their l4>s, and the most conspicuous parts of 
their bodies, of a deep blue colour* This paint, 
which they lay on in small dots, and m^e i^ 
penetrate the flesh, l^ means of a needle. made 
for the purpose, can never be effaced* Some of 
them paint a small flower on their cheek, their 
forehead, or their chin, with the smoke of galls 
X 2 
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and saffron, which makes a fine Mack colour. 
They likewise blacken their eye-brows. Most 
of the women wear rings of gold and silver^ 
about three inches diameter, in their noses : they 
are bom fair, but their complexions are spoiled 
by being continually exposed to the aun ; the 
young girls are extremely i^reeable, and ^ing 
perpetually. 

Such are the wandering Arabs, who have no 
fixed habitations, but, being possessed of large 
fiocks of sheep, and herds of camels and goats, 
rove from one part of the country to another, 
where they can find pasture and water for their 
cattle. These are die people who are frequently 
dangerous to travellers ; but if a traveller be 
liberal to them, they seldom do him any injury, 
and will even invite him to partake of their re- 
pasts, and are greatly pleased to find him con- 
form to their customs. 

Those who are settled, and apply to the culti- 
vation of the earth, to trade, and the mechanic 
arts, are distinguished for justice, temperance, 
and humanity : they are extremely civil to stran- 
gers, and, though they have the highest venera- 
tion for their religion, they never strive to force it 
upon others ; so that a person may travel several 
hundred miles without any danger of being mo* 
lested. The Arabs who live in towns are much 
inferior in number to those who live in tents, and 
are called fiedouins. Those who -are situated 
near the coast have very frequently rendered 
themselves formidable at sea : their colours are 
red, which they display in streamers and pen- 
dants at the mast head, and other parts of the 
ship, whrch give their fleets a gay appearance. 

Climate, government, and education, are the 
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great agents which form and modify the cha^- 
racter of nations. To the first of these the 
Arabs owe their vivacitf , and their disposition 
to indolence ; the second is said to increase their 
laziness, and give them a spirit of duplicity ; 
the third is the cause of a certain gravity, which 
influences the &culties of their mind j as well as 
their carriage and exterior aspect. 

No two tibings can differ more than the edu- 
cation of the Arabs from that of the Europeans. 
The former strive as much to hasten the age of 
n&turity as the latter to retard it. The Arabs 
are never children ; but many Europeans conti* 
nue children all their life. The boys, in Arabia, 
t*emain among the women till the age of five or 
six, and, during this time, they follow childish 
amusements ; but when they are removed from 
that scene, they are accustomed to think and 
speak with gravity, and to pass whole days tpge* 
ther in their father's company, at least, if he be 
not m a condition to retain a preceptor. In 
consequence of being always under the eyes of 
persons advanced to maturity, they become pen- 
sive and serious even in infancy. 

The vivacity of the Arabians makes them 
fond of company, notwithstanding their dispo- 
sition to thoughtfulness* They frequent public 
coffee-houses, and markets; and when the vil* 
lages lie at too great a distance, the country 
people meet in the open fields, some to buy or 
sell, and others to convei'se, or amuse themselves, 
as spectators of the busy scene. Artisans travel 
through the whole week from town to town, and 
work at their trade in the different markets. 

The Arabs are not quarrelsome ; but, when 
any dispute happens to arise among them, they 
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make a great deal of noise* Hiey are soon ap- 
peased, and a reconciliation is, at all times, in- 
stantly effected, if an indifferent person call upon 
the diisputants to think of God and his Prophet. 
The inhabitants of the East, in general, strive^ 
to master their anger* A boatman, in a passion, 
complained to the governor of the city of a 
merchant who would not pay a freight due for 
. the carriage of his goods. The governor al- 
ways put off heainng him, tiU some other time* 
At length, he came and told his case coolly, and 
the governor immediately did him justice, say- 
ing, / refiaedto hear you bejbrcy becauBe you were 
haQxkated %oithangery themoat dcaigeroua of all m^ 
toxicatiom* 

Many superstitious observances respecting 
marriage still prevail in AraUa* The Arabs 
believe in the virtue of enchantment, and in the^ 
art of tying and untying the knots of Fate* 
The miserable victim of this diabolical art ad- 
dresses some physician, or old woman who is 
skilled in sorcery. Marriage is reckoned very, 
honourable in the East ; a woman will marry a 
poor man, or become a second wife to a man 
already married, rather than remain in a state 
of cetibacy: the men are equally disposed to 
marry, because their wives, instead of being ex- 
pensive, are rather profitable to them* Nothing 
is more uncommon in the East, than an unmar- 
ried person, after a certain time of life. 

Arabia affords no elegant and splendid apart- 
ments for the admiration of the traveller. The 
houses are built of stone, and have always ter- 
race roofs. 

It was formerly the custom of the Arabians 
Id pass their summer nights on the tops of their 
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houses, Vfhkh were made flat, smd dirided from 
each other by walls. This way of sleeping, 
says an ingenious traveller, we found very agree- 
able, as by that means we enjoyed the cool air, 
above the reach of gnats and vapours, with no 
other covering but the canopy of heaven ; which, 
in different pleasing forms, unavoidably presents 
itself upon eveiy interruption of rest, when the 
mind is strongly disposed to contemplation and 
silence. We could no where discover more 
beauties in the face of the heavens, nor fewer on 
the earth, than in our travels, in the night, 
through the deserts of Arabia, where it is im- 
possible to avoid being struck with the contrast ; 
in which a boundless dreary waste, without 
moutitain or valley, tree or water, or the least 
variety of colours, offers a tedious sameness to . 
the weary traveller ; while he is agreeably re- 
lieved by beholding that cheerful, moving pic- 
ture, which measures his time, directs his course, 
and lights his way. Hence may, perhaps, be 
accounted the worship paid by the ancient Ara- 
bians to the. sun, moon, and stars ; their glowing 
imaginations soon felt the transition from wild 
admiration to superstitious respect ; and the . 
passions were engaged before the judgment was 
consulted. 

The houses occupied by the lower people are 
jsmall huts, having a round roof, and covered 
with a certain herb. The poor spread their 
floors with straw mats, and the rich with fine 
carpets. No person ever enters a room, without 
first having put off his shoes. The men of every 
family always occupy the fore part of the house, 
and the women the back part. If the apart- > 
ments of the men are plain, those of the women . 



238 EMPI&S OF THE A&ABSy 

ase moit studiously set off with decoratioiia* 
One room seen by M • Niebuhr, in the house of 
a -man of rank, was wholly covered over with 
mirrors ; the roof, the walls, the doors, the pil- 
lars, presented all so many looking-glasses. The 
floor was set with soiisis, and spread with carpets* 
Arabians, whose circumstances do not admit of 
their having separate apartments for the females 
of the £unily, are careful, whenever they carry 
a stranger into the house, to enter before him, 
and cry Tarick^ retire. Upon ihis notice, givea 
by the master of the house, the women instantly 
disappear, and even his very best friends see not 
one of them. 

The great often have in their halls basons 
with/>/« d^eazu, to cool the air ; the edges of the 
boson are coated with marble, and the rest of 
the floor is covered with rich carpets* The Ara- 
bians smoke m<H« than the inhabitants of the 
northern provinces of Asia* A custom peculiar 
to Arabia is, that persons of opulence and fa« 
shion cany always about with them a box, filled 
with odoriferous wood ; a piece of which they 
put into any person's pipe for whom , they wish 
ta express particular respect* 

The Arabians spread a large cloth in the mid- 
dle of the room, upon which they place a smaU 
tabby only a foot high, and on the table a large 
round plate of tinned copper. Upon this are 
set different copper dishes, neatly tinned within 
and without. They use no knives and forks, 
but are very dexterous with their fingers. ^ The 
more eminent people eat nothing but boiled rice, 
served up in a very large wooden plate. The 
company sit down and eat, one after another, 
tillthe whole contents of the plate are exhausted, 
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or they are satisfied* In the houses of persons 
of distinction, several of these plates are set, one 
upon suiother, in a pyramidical form^ When 
the masters rise, the servants sit down at the 
same table, and eat up what remdns. In some 
houses, a servant stands in the middle of the 
company, to set down and remove the dishes 
which are brought in by other servants. Hardly 
is a plate set down upon the table, when perhaps 
sixteen or twenty hands are all at once thrust 
into it, and it is instantly emptied of its am- 
tents* The Arabs repeat always a short prayer 
before sitting down to a meal, ** In the name of 
the most merciful God." When any one has 
done eating, he rises without waiting for the 
rest, and says, " God be praised." They drink 
little while diey eat ; but, as they rise from ta- 
ble, after washing, they drink some cold water, 
and a cup of coffee. 

Among the higher Arabians, there is a great 
variety in the national dresses. Nothing can be 
more inconvenient or expensive than the head- 
dress worn by Arabians of fashion. They wear 
fifteen caps, one over another ; some of which 
are of linen, but the rest of thick cloth, or cot- 
ton. That which covers the rest is usually rich- 
ly embroidered with gold. Over these caps they 
wrap a large piece of muslin, ornamented at 
Uie ends, which flow loose upon the shoulders, 
with silk or golden fringes. They wear a piece 
of fine linen upon the shoulder, which is pecu- 
liar to the Arabians, and which was probably in- 
tended to shelter the wearer from the sun and' 
rain, but is now merely ornamental. 

The common class of Arabs wear only two 
caps : some have drawers, and a shirt ; but the 
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greater number have only a piece of linen about 
their loins, and a piece of cloth upon the shoul- 
ders : in other respects, they are naked, having 
neither shoes nor stockings. In the highlands, 
where the climate is colder, the people wear 
sheep*8kins. The scanty clothes which they 
wear through the day, are also their covering by 
night ; the cloth swaddled about the waist serves 
for a mattress, and the linen garment worn about 
the loins, is a sheet, to cover the Arab while he 
sleeps. The highlanders, to secure themselves 
from insects, sleep in sacks. 

Arabia, in its fiill extent, is computed to be 
twelve or thirteen hundred miles long, and as 
many broad. It consists of three grand divisions. 
That which lies within the tropic is excessively 
hot, and, in many places, unhealthy, particular- 
ly those parts that are situated on the coast of 
the Red Sea. The winds are also hot and suf- 
focating, and the sands extremely dangerous, 
being sometimes driven by the winds in such 
prodigious clouds, that whole caravans have 
been buried and lost by a single storm. 

The pestilential winds of the East are describ- 
ed by various authors under different names ; as 
harmattan, samiel, sirocco, &cc. M. de Beau- 
champ describes a remarkable south wind in the 
deserts about Bagdad, called seravansum, or 
poison-wind ; it burns the face, impedes perspi- 
ration, strips the trees of their leaves, and is said 
to pass on in a straight line, and often kills 
people in six hours. The hot wind, or ramsin, 
seems to blow at the season when the sands of 
the desert are the hottest ; the air is then filled 
with an extremely subtle dust. These winds 
blow in all directions from the deserts. 
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The southern part of Arabia, distinguished 
by the name of Happy, would be considered as 
having little claim to that title by a stranger tra- 
versing its shores ; but, should such a one be 
placed in its middle regions, beneath the balm- 
dropping woods, and amidst the verdant vales, 
where the fniits of every climate court the 
taste, and the breezes of cassia refresh the senses, 
he would acknowledge that the ancients very 
justly bestowed on the country that emphatical 
appellation. 

The desert part of Arabia, with equal pro- 
priety, bears that name, the soil consisting of rtt 
almost boundless level of sand, intersected by 
sharp and naked mountains, and the face of the 
desert, without shelter or shade, is scorched by 
the direct and intense rays of a vertical sun. 
This desolate country is never refreshed with 
rain, except sometimes at the equinoxes ; and 
the few hardy vegetables seen in the cleft of the 
barren rocks, or wildly dispersed on the sandy 
plains, are shrunk by a perpetual drought ; for 
the dews of the night are, in a manner, rendered 
insufficient for the purposes of vegetation, by 
the scorching heat of the sun during the day. 
The intense cold of the one, and the heat of the 
other, clearly account for the wise provision of 
Providence, in spreading over the Israelites a 
cloud to be a covering by day, and a fire to give 
light in the night season. 

Arabia*s sands 
Lonely, uncomfortable lands ! 
Void of fountain, void of rain, 
Oppose their burning; coasts in vain ! 
Sec ! the ^reat Prophet stand 
Waving his wonder-working wand ! 
Vol. X. Y 
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He ttrtkes the stubborn rock, aad lo ! 
The stubborn rock feels the Ahiiighty blow ! 
His stony entrails burst, and rushing torrents flow. 
Brome's Habakkuk paraph. 

Though the land appears desolate, yet the 
surface of the Red Sea, when calm, discovers, 
in some places, such a diversity of marine vege- 
tables, that they resemble a forest under water ; 
and the traveller has the additional pleasure of 
beholding a great variety, of fishes and shells of 
the most uncommon and beautiful kinds ; but^ 
in passing over the deserts, he is annoyed by 
swarms of locusts and hornets, and is in some 
danger from serpents and vipers ; but the reptiles 
of the lizard kind, from the rich variety of their 
shapes and skins, he views with more safety and 
pleasure. " Wl^ilst travelling," says Dr. Shaw, 
" the heavens were every night our covering, a 
carpet spread on the sand was our bed, and a 
change of raiment, made into a bundle, served 
for a pillow. Our camels laid round us in a 
circle, with their faces looking from us, while 
their loads and saddles were placed by us, be- 
hind them. In this situation, they served as 
guards or centinels ; for they are watchful ani- 
mals, and awake at the least noise." 
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Last of the Caliphs or Successors of Mohammed. 





Began their Reign. 


Caliphs. 


Year of die 


Year of 




Hegira. 


Chrut. 


The first four Caliphs. 






Abu Beer ... 


II 


63» 


Omar - - «- - 


13 


634 


Othman ... 


a3 


644 


AH - 


35 


655 


CaHph of the family of Mohammed. 






Hasan, or Al Hasan, the son of AU 






and Fatema 


AO 


660 


Caliphs of the house of Ommiyah. 






MoawiyahT. - - - 


41 


$6i 


Yezidl. 


60 


680 


Moawiyah II. 


64 


684 


Abd'allah Ebn Zobeir, not of the 






house of Ommiyah, is saluted ca- 






liph of Mecca. 


64 


684 


Merwan L - - - 


64 


684 


Abd'almalec - - - 


65 


<i84 


AlWalidL . 


86 


705 


SoUman . . - 


96 


715 


Omar Ebn Abd'alaaiz, or Omar II. 


99 


718 


Yezidll. 


lOI 


710 


Hesham . - - 


105 


7*4 


AlWalidll. - 


1*5 


743 


Yczidlll. 


126 


744 


Ibrahim - . - 


ia6 


744 


Merwan II. - 


la; 


744 


Caliphs of the family of Al Abbas. 
Abu'f Abbas Al SalTah 






13% 


749 


Abu Jaafar Al Mansur 


136 


754 


AlMohdi - 


X58 


775 


Musa Al Hadi 


169' 


785 


Harnn Al Rashid 


170 


786 


Al Amin . - - 


193 


809 


AlMamun - - - 


198 


813 
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Caliphs. 

Al Motascm, or Al Mo*tasetn 

Al Wathec Bi'llah - 

A I Motawakkel Ala'llah 

Al Montaser Bi'llah - * 

Al Mosta'in Bi'Uah - 

Al Mo'tazz - - - 

Al Mohtadi Bl'Uah - 

Al Mo*tamed Ala'llah 

Al Mo*taded Bi'Uah - 

Al Mocufi Bi'Uah - 

Al Moctader Bi'llah - 

Al Kahef Bi'Uah 

Al Radi Bi'ilah 

Al Mottaki Bi'Uah 

Al Mostacfi Bi'Uah - 

Al MotI Li'ilah 

Al Tay' Li'ilah 

A I Kader Bi'Uah 

Al Kayer Beamri'Uah 

Al Moktadi Beaniri*Uah 

Al Mostadher Bi'lUh 

Al Mostarshed Bi'Uah 

Al Rashid Bi'Uah 

Al Moktafi Beamri'Uah 

Al Mostanjed Bi'Uah 

Al Mostadi Beamri'Uah 

Al NaferLcdini'Uah - 

Al Dh&her Bi'Uah - 

Al Mostanser Bi*ilah 

Al Mosta'scm Bi'Uah 



Bepran their Retgn. 


Year of die 


Year of 


Hegira. 


Christ. 


2l8 


833 


227 


84a 


^3^ 


847 


247 


861 


248 


86« 


252 


866 


^55 


869 


256 


870 


279 


892 


289 


902 


a95 


908 


3ao 


934 


$22 


934 


3*9 


941 


333 


944 


334 


9461 


363 


974 


381 


991 


4l» 


1031 


467 


1075 


487 


1094 


5i» 


T118 


5«9 


1135 


530 


1136 


SSS 


1160 


566 


1170 


SIS 


1 180 


622 


1225 


623 


1226 


640 


I24» 



The four first Caliphs - - - 4 

CaUph of the family of Mohammed - i 

Caliphs of the house of Ommlyah - - 15 

Abd'allah Ebn Zober, saluted caUph at Mecca i 

Caliphs of the £unily of Al Abbas - 37 



Total 



58 
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346 TURKISH EMPIRE^ 



CHAPTER IX. 

General History of the Turks j and the Empires 
fovnded by them in Tartary and the Lower Asia. 
The Origin of the Country ^ and different Tribes 
or Branches of the Turkish Muion ; with their 
public Transactiom^ tiU the Destruction of their 
Empire in Tartary* 

nnURK is a name known in all languages, 
•*■ from which the Arabs formed the plural 
Atrak, that is, Turks. There are three tradi- 
tions concerning the origin of these people ; one 
given by themselves, the other by the Persians 
and Arabs, and the third by the Chinese. The 
Turkish historians derived themselves from the 
son of Japhet. According to Mirkmond, a fa- 
mous Persian historian, the Turks are derived 
from Tur, the seventh king of Persia ; but, ac- 
cording to Chinese historians, the Huns and the 
Turks are the same people, who, at different 
times, went under these Afferent names. The 
firet is, that which they had before the Christian 
»ra ; the second, that which a remnant of those 
Huns, re-established in Tartary, assumed after- 
wards ; and say, that they dwelt in the neigh- 
bourhood of the great desert, extending from the 
countiy of Korea, in the East, to that of Getes, 
in the West. 

Historians, in general, divide the ancient 
Turks into two classes, according to their mode 
of living. Some of tlieir tribes inhabited cities, 
and,' <:onsequently, had permanent dwellings ; 
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the rest lived in tents, after the custom of the 
Arabs. From the latter are descended the Tur- 
comans, the ancestors of the jMPesent Ottomans. 
They believed in one only God, the creator of 
the heavens and the earth ; to whom they sacri- 
ficed horses, olcen, and sheep. They held the 
water, air, and fire, in high respect ; and 
chanted hymns, in honour of the earth. Their 
priests pretended to the knowledge of fiiture 
events. The Arabian and Persian authors give 
but an un&vourable representation of the natu- 
ral disposition of the Turks, which they describe 
as gross and brutal ; and cite, in support of their 
assertions, some proverbs little to their praise. 
In one of their old volumes is a distich, to the 
following purport : " Although a Turk, or a 
Tartar, should excel in every branch of the 
sciences, still will barbarism always remain in 
the ground-work of his character." They have 
another proverb in frequent use, viz. " Though 
a Turk should be a doctor of the Mussulman 
law, yet one might kill him without scruple." 
This revengeful aversion was, no doubt, the 
consequence of the cruel treatment the Persians 
have so often experienced from that nation dur- 
ing their bloody wars. Nor were the Arabs less 
oppressed : and we may assert, that the same 
sentiments prevail among the populace of the 
present day, who still continue secfitious and in- 
solent. These people were always eminent for 
personal courage ; and, in general, those Turks, 
who have preserved their original character, 
have a haughty air, and appear formed for mar- 
tial deeds. 

Great Tartary, the place of habitation for 
various Turkish tribes, or nations, in its greatest 



249 TURKISH EMPXE£| 

extent) is situated between 57 and 160 d^^cs 
of longitude, and between the 3Tthand 55^ de- 
grees of north latitude. This vast region is di- 
vided into two parts ; the one called Uie West* 
em, and the other the Eastern Tartary : the lat- 
ter is scarce one fourth so large as the former. 
Although the lands in Western Tartary, belong- 
ing to every nation or tribe, are marked out, and 
well known to the inhabitants, yet there are jfew 
or no cities, towns, or villages, to direct stran- 
gers ; their several utuations or possessions are 
best distinguished and ascertained by their natu- 
ral marks or boundaries ; such as mountains, 
rivers, and lakes, with which Western Tartary 
abounds. 

The principal mountain of those which run 
along the northern borders, is called the Great 
Mountain ; that which makes the southern 
boundary, is called the Lesser Mountain ; and 
the third great chain is called Mount Altay, ly- 
ing nearly in the middle, between the Caspian 
Sea and Eastern Tartary, and extending be- 
tween the other two, in about the 1 10th degree 
of longitude. 

The chief deserts or plains are ; first, those 
of Kipjak, in the west, extending many days 
journey, on the north and north-east, on the 
Caspian Sea ; secondly, those stretching east- 
ward, from Kipjak to Mount Altay ; Uiirdly, 
that called the Great Kobi, or Sandy Desert, 
by the Moguls, and Shamo, by the Chinese. 
It is divided, by ridges or hills, into three or four 
parts, and extends eastward, from Mount Altay 
to Eastern Tartary. 

Besides the Dnieper, the Don, and the Wal- 
ga, there are many other principal rivers falling 
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into the Caspian Sea. The principal lakes are^ 
the Kamish, about 484 miles long, and nearly as 
many broad ; the second is the Issikol, a lake 
X)fbut small extent, but celebrated among the 
inhabitants for being the place where Turk, 
their great ancestor, fixed his royal seat. 

As to the political state of Western Tartary, 
it may be observed, tliat it is entirely possessed 
by the Mogul nations, under several Khans, 
whose dominions are named after the people, or 
the prince who rules over them* The first and 
chief of these Mogul nations are, the Eluths, 
nick-named Kalmuks by the Mohammedan Tar- 
tars. These are divided under two Khans. 

The second nation or branch of the Moguls 
are, ttie Kalka, or Halha Moguls ; their coun- 
try extends from Mount Altay, in the east, to 
the source of the river Kalka. The third branch 
of the Moguls, properly so called, are those 
whose territories lie to the south of that of the 
Kalka's, between them and the great wall of 
China ; to which empire both nations are sub- 
ject. 

Besides these khans (who, with their subjects, 
are idolaters of the religion of Tibet, or the 
Dalay Lama,) there are two others in Great 
Tartary, who possessed that part called Turkes- 
tan, situate to the north of Great Bukharia and 
Karazm, between those countries and the domi- 
nions of the Eluths. 

It may be questioned whether all the different 
tribes of people inhabiting Tartary are branches' 
of ^e Turks ; but it seems probable, that there 
was a particular nation among the ancient Scy- 
thians, who went by that name, since the Turks 
are mentioned by Pliny, who placed them among 
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the nations dwelling in the neighbourhood of the 
river Tanais and the Palus Mxatis. They are 
not, however, mentioned by any Greek writer 
before the middle of the sixth century : and then 
they are spoken of as being situated towards the 
east* Both the Romans and the ChineS|^ men- 
tion the rise of the Turkish power ; and it is 
worth observing, that they both confirm a very 
remarkable circuqistance in the history of the 
Moguls, which almost proved them to be the 
same people with the Turks ; viz. their working 
in iron, in a mountain called Kin ; from which 
an ancient fable may be dated, of the Moguls 
making a way through that mountain, by melt- 
ing the iron mines. 

The ancient Huns, or Turks, dwelt in tents 
placed in carts, and removed ^m place to place 
for the conveniency of pasture to feed their cat- 
tle, which supplied them with both food and 
clothing. They despised old people, and only 
esteemed the young, as more proper for war, 
which was their sole occupation. Their riches 
consisted in sheep and cattle ; but chiefly in the 
number of captives taken in war. The skulls of 
their enemies served for drinking-cups, in their 
principal ceremonies. Once every year, they 
assembled at the imperial camp, and sacrificed 
to their ancestors, heaven, the earth, and spirits. 
Every morning, the emperor adored the rising 
sun, and, in the evening, the moon. The left 
hand was the post of honour with these people, 
as it is at present with the Turks ; and, in all 
their encampments, the emperor*s tent was 
placed towards the north. At his deaths they 
put into the coffin, with his body, his richest 
habits^ and conveyed him to his sepulchre, at- 
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tended by all his family and officers* For the 
space of one month, they attended on him in 
the same manner as when living ; and the men 
of valour engaged in tilting, like our knights in 
the days of chivalry, in their tournaments* 

Thus lived the Huns, in the earliest times, 
under their tanjus or emperors ; but their man- 
ners changed in process of time. When re-es- 
tablished in Turkestan, they introduced a barba- 
rous custom with regard to their kings* As 
soon as their grand khan was dead, his son, or 
nearest relation, was declared emperor ; and, to 
know if his reign would be happy and long, they 
put a silk cord about his neck, and, after draw- 
ing it so tight as to stop respiration, then slack- 
ened it ; and the first words which he pronounc- 
ed, when he recovered, were considered as pre- 
dictions of what was to happen in his reign* 

These Huns inhabited Turkestan from the 
highest antiquity; and it appears, from their 
histoiy, that afterwards severad Chinese also re- 
moved into that part of Tartary* After the des- 
truction of their Hegira dynasty, a prince of that 
family retired thither, with all his people ; and, 
according both to the Chinese and Persian histo- 
rians, the emperors of the Huns are his des- 
cendants. His posterity reigned a long time 
over the whole nation of the Huns, with a title 
of Tanju, being the contraction of a word which, 
in their language, signifies the " Son of Hea- 
ven," and often committed hostilities against the 
Chinese, notwithstanding the treaties of peace 
and alliances which were made with them. 

Under one of these princes, named Pu Ku 
Tanju, the empire of the Huns began to decline 
considerably. A terrible famine, which hap- 
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pened' among tbem, proved the fererw9^r.oC 
many other evils* The Chmesc) taking, ad van* < 
tage of their miserable drctmistances^ attacked 
them ; but, at their humble entreaty, granted 
them peace : yet, scarcely were the Chinese re- 
tired, when the Eastern Tartars entered their 
country, and obliged them to remove nearer to 
the north ; but that which was the source of sdl. 
their evils, and completed the ruin of the em- 
pire, was the dissension whigh crept into the royt' 
al &mily, on the following occasion. Pu Ku 
Tanju put to death his brother, who was to have 
been his successor, in order to place his own son 
on the throne- Hereupon, a prince of the same 
family, the son of an emperor, concluded that 
the succession belonged to him ; an opinion 
which had nearly cost hira his life ; but, being 
cautioned in time of his danger, he found means 
to escape, and put himself at the head of ccLrtain 
hordes or tribes, who proclawned him emperor. . 

Thus the empire of the Huns was divided into 
^two parts K those of the south, over whom the 
new monarch reigned ; and those of the north,, 
subject to Pu Ku Tanju* It is this division of I 

which the Persian historians make mention ;, I 

giving to one party the name of Moguls, and to ! 

the other that of Tartars. 

After this defection, the Northern Huns found i 

the Cliinese less disposed to assist them in tlieir j 

calamities than they were before. They were I 

continually opposed by those of the south, who, 
at length, granted them a peace. They then j 

resolved to carry their arms t^ainst China, but 
there they were opposed by the Huns of the j 

south, who repulsed them with considerable | 

loss. At length the Chinese, always assis>ted by ' 
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thtise,' determined Utterly to destroy the Huna 
of the north) which at length they effected) by 
a great victory in Tartary : to perpetuate the 
memory of which, an inscription was cut on a 
mountain in Turkestan, indicating the time 
when it happened. . 

The Huns being thus vanquished, some 
remsdned in Tartary, and mingled with the 
tribes who had been brought from the farthest 
parts of the east to repeople this country ; but 
the major part of them continued to advance to- 
wards &e west, through the regions to the north 
of Samarkand, till they reached the Caspian 
Sea, and parts about Astrakan. 

The southern Huns, who remained in their 
ancient country, preserved their power, till a 
tribe of the oriental Tartars entirely subdued 
, them, and brought almost the whole extent of 

I Tartary under their dominion. The title borne 

I by their kings was that of khan. The Huns, 

I thus expelled, established several principalities 

in the Northern China, which were successively 
destroyed. One of them, whose princes de- 
scended from the emperor of the Huns, wa* 
defeated by the emperor of the Northern China. 
Upon this misfortune, the whole family, toge- 
ther with the Huns, retired into a mountain of 
Tartary- These people, at that time best known 
by the name of Turks, were employed, accord- 
ing to the Chinese, as well as Mohammedan 
historians, in forging iron for the service of the 
khans of the Juijen Tartars, and continued iii 
this manner to support themselves for a certain 
number of years ; that is, till the Juijen came to 
be attacked by the nations inhabiting to the west 
of them. 

Vol. X« Z 



354 TURKISH EMPIRE, 

Tutnwen Khan, at that time chief of the 
Turks, inarched out of the mountain, at the 
head of these people, and defeated the enemjr* 
Next year, he marched against the Juijen, de- 
feated them, and slew their khan ; after which 
exploit, he caused himself to be called Tumweti 
Ilkhan : in this manner was established a power- 
ful dominion in Tartary, at that time called the 
empire of the Turks. To preserve the memory 
of the origin of this &mily, they used to assem- 
ble every year, and, with much ceremony, ham- 
mered a piece .of hot iron upon an anvil ; a 
custom which continued to the time of Jenghis 
Khan, who was descended from this Tumwen 
Khan ; and it is from hence that some of our 
historians have represented this prince as the 
son of a blacksmith* 

Tumwen Ilkhan, after he had subdued the 
Juijen, attacked and defeated several other people 
of Tartary* His sons, excited by their father's 
example, formed an empire, which extended 
from the Caspian Sea to Korea ; but, as so 
great a region could not long remain under the 
dominion of one prince, these Turks divided it 
into two branches, the eastern and the western, 
who had each their particular khan. The em- 
pire of the latter extended as far as the Sihun, 
and more than once became formidable to the 
kings of Persia : the oriental Turks, who inha- 
bited the farther end of Turkestan, Were de- 
stroyed by the people named Kitan, who came 
originally from Eastern Tartary. After the 
destruction of their empire, the Turks formed 
themselves into small principalities ; and every 
liorde had its particular khan. 

The posterity of Tumwen Ilkhan dwindled 
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kisensibljr, and was on the point of being extin- 
guished, or at least of never making any con- 
siderable figure ^^gam in Taitary, when the fa- 
mous Jenghis Khan appeared* This is the ori- 
^nal of the Turks^ according to the Chinese 
historians. 

After what has been said of the early Turksj 
and their affairs, it would be proper to give 
^me account of the manners and customs of 
these people ; but our memoirs are very defec- 
tive in such particulars. The Byzantine histo- 
rians take notice of very few things concerning 
them, and those only occasionally ; as that the 
Roman ambassadors found their king Disabules 
under a tent, attended by a coach (or waggon) 
with two wheels ; that it was their custom to 
shave the beard in token of grief; and that 
Taxander required this ceremony of the Roman 
^unbassadora, upon the death of his father ; that, 
during the funeral, he ordered four Huns to be 
brought out of prison, and slain upon the tomb, 
.with the horses of the deceased prince ; ^at they 
paid public signs of veneration to fire and wa- 
4e(r, and chanted hymns in honour of the earth ; 
that, however, they adored only one God, crea- 
tor of the visible world, and sacrificed to him 
iiorses, bulls, and sheep : lastly, that their priesto 
pretend to foretel future events. It appears, 
that the same customs were common to the Mo- 
guls, and other inhabitants of Tartary^ in the 
time of Jenghis Khan. The Greek historians 
.say nothing as to the character of the Turks, 
but, among Arab and Persian authors, tlie word 
Turk passes usually for a highwayman^ or rob- 
ber. Hafez, a Persian poet, who lived in the 
Jifteenlh century, speaking of some evilj says i 
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that it takes from our hearts aH patience, aiid re- 
pose, with as much violence as the Turks or beg- 
gars snatch the victuals from a well-furnished ta- 
ble- What is more surprising, we meet with a 
distich in the Turkish language to this purpose : 
*' Although a Turk or Tartar should excel in 
all the sciences, yet the barbarian would still be 
rooted in his nature-" It may be se6n, in the 
history of the caliphs of the family of Abbas, to 
what a degree the blood of the Turks was thought 
unworthy to be mixed with theirs, when it *Was 
proposed to give a princess of that house in fnar- 
riage to Togrul Bee, first sultan of thfe Seljak 
race. 

The Arabs and Persians bore a hatred to the 
Turks for the injuries received from them, fiw 
several ages together, not only by their frequent 
invasions from Tartary, but also by the distut^ 
ances they raised in their dominions. Al Mo- 
tasseni, eighth caliph of the Abbas race, and 
several other princes of Asia, caused a great 
number of young Turkish slaves, the hand- 
somest who could be procured, to be bought 
and educated in their courts : these, being form- 
ed into troops of militia, not only often rebelled 
and deposed the caliph, but involving the coun- 
try in cruel war, committed unheard-^f out- 
t^ges on the inhabitants, as we have already ob- 
served- 

This is the true foundation of the great ani- 
mosity which the Arabs and Persians bore the 
Turks, who, it must be acknowledged, always 
were a most turbulent and insolent race where 
they had power, though humble enoogh where 
they had none- However, they were not alto- 
gether so despicable and brutish as their enemies > 
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nspresent them. The good ^r and mien of 
these youDg slave$ |deased the eyes of the Per- 
sians, insomuch, that the poet Hafez himself, 
who had passed so severe a reflection on them, 
makes the word Turk to signify a handsome 
.man ; and was charmed with one of them to 
such a degree, that, in his divan, he cried out, 
<^ If I could but gain the good-will of this Turk, 
of the city of Shiraz, I would give, for the 
smallest of his fiivours, the cities of Samarkand 
and Bokhara." 

Authors divide the Turks into two kinds : with 
respect to their way of living, some dwelling in 
towns and fixed habitations ; others in the fields, 
and leading a wandering life, like the Bedwan 
Arabs : these are called by the Turks Guchgun- 
ji Atrac, which implies a roving kind of life, 
and without fixed dwellings. From these the 
.Turkmans, and even the founder of the Othman 
%nily, are descended. The Turks originally, 
iike £dl the other nations inhabiting Tartai y, liv- 
ed in the fields, under tents, and without any 
houses but such as were carried on carts ; and, 
we presume, it will be very difficult to prove that 
ever the Turks lived in towns, or ftxed habita- 
tions, till such Ume as they had taken them from 
their neighbours in the south* 

Before we quit the subject, it will be necessary 
to examine whether the Turks are descended 
.from the ancient Scythiaxvs, mentioned by the 
Greek and Roman authors ; whether all the in- 
habitants of Tartary were either originally Turks, 
or sprung from one and the same root* 

If by Scythians is to be understood not those 
properly so called, but all the different nations 
inentioned by H^rod<5tus, Pliny, Ptolemy, and 
Z2 
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Other authors, whkh, under that common name, 
inhabited that vast region, it may, without hesi- 
tation, be answered, that the present inhabitants 
are the descendants of the ancient, or rather of 
■such of that people as remained in Tartary, over 
land above those which might have been destroy- 
ed, or migrated into other regions ; for not only 
is there a great conformity in the persons, man- 
nei^, and customs of both, but no other nation 
or nations can be assigned, from whence the pre*, 
sent possessors of Tartary could proceed. To 
the south of them live people, as the Persians, 
Indians, Tibetians, and Chinese, who always 
dwelt in cities, or fixed habitations ', and, conse- 
quently, could never be tempted to change their 
country and manner of living for those of the 
Scythians, unless compelled by force, of which 
ve meet with no instances in history. 

As to the second question, whether all the in« 
habitants of Tartary are either originally Turks, 
or sprung from the same root, our opinion is in 
the negative ; for there is no probability that 
people so extremely different in their make and 
features as most of the Mohammedan Tartars 
and the Eluths or Kalmuks are, should proceed 
from the same stock, any more than fresh and 
salt water should proceed from the same fouo- 
tain. It is true, all the inhabitants of Western 
Tartary speak the same language, or, at least, 
dialects of it ; but might not this happen through 
constant intercouree, or one power prevailing 
over the rest, as that of the Turks did in the 
sixth century, and that of the Moguls in the 
twelfth ? The conquered people generally speak 
the language of the conquerors, as well as their 
own, which, by degrees, becomes extinct, as^hstf 
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of tiie Kopts almost already is in Egypt, where 
the Arabic prevails ; the Celtic in Gaul, where 
the French takes (kace ; and in England the 
Bxitish, which has been superseded by the Eng- 
lish. 

Howerer, it must be allowed, that the iden- 
tity or affinity of languages ^ould go nearly to 
a certain proof of the identity of nations, as to 
origin, did they agree in other circumstances ; 
and might also be admitted as a tolerably sure 
nde in tracing the migrations of people : be- 
cause the migrating nation cannot receive their 
language from people of a different language 
among whom they live ; and therefore must be 
akin to the unmigrating nation whose language 
happens to be the same with theirs. Thus the 
language which the Othman Turks speak, 
though mixed with Persian, Arabic, and even 
Greek words, demonstrates that they came from 
Tartary, or are descended from some of the in- 
hat»tants of that region known by the name ci 
Turks ; although it may not be easy lo ascertain 
the particular tribe or tribes fipom which they 
draw their original. 

It appears, from the relation already given, 
both by the Roman and Chinese historians, that 
the country possessed by the Turks, at their first 
becoming known ^in the world, was about the 
middle of all Tartary, towards Mount Altay, 
which divides that great region, as it were, into 
two parts ; and that, in a few years, they, from 
a very inconsiderable beginning, extended their- 
dominion from the river Lyau, in the east, as 
fer westward as the Caspian Sea. Thus, almost 
the whole of Great Tartary, becoming sub- 
ject to the Turks, might have taken the name pf 
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Turkestan, or Cou&tiy of the Turks ; at leafi|» 
the oriental wntcfl^ give that iiame to all the 
countries lying north of the river SUhui or SIb, 
the Jaacartes of the ancients. 

The present Turkestan is situated between 
forty-two and fifty*one degrees of latitude, and 
between seTenty*three and ninety degrees of 
longitude, reckoning from Ferro, cmeof the Car 
nary Isles. It is bcmnded on the north by the 
Ami Tag, or mountains of eagles, which are 
accounted mere hiUs in those parts ; on the east 
by the dominions of the grand khan of the 
Eluths or Kalmuks ; on the south by the river 
3ir, which separates it from £ara2$m and Great 
JBukharia ; and on the west by the Caspian Sea 
and river Yem. It is about six hundred tuid 
sixty miles in length from west to east, and five 
hundred and forty in breadth from south to 
north. 

The country consists generally of vast ex- 
tended plains, which are very fruitfiil, and has 
but few mountains, excepting those just men* 
tioiied* * 

When Turkestan was in its flourkhing state^ 
imder its own sovereigns, and even till the imip* 
tion of Jenghis Khan, it abounded with strong 
and populous cities. However, these, or most 
of them, probably were not built by the Turks, 
who lived mostly in the fields, but by the inha- 
bitants of the country, or the Arabs, from whom 
they took them. These were situate chiefly on 
the rivers in the southern parts, especially on 
the great river Sir, which was its natural com- 
mon boundary on the side of Great Bukharia. 

Four of these cities were, at different periods, 
the capitals of Turkestan. Many of them sttli 
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exist, notwithstanding the destruction msde bf 
the Moguls under Jenghis Khan ; but we are 
better acquainted with the state of them at that 
time than we are at present, being furnished 
wiA very few modem accounts relating to this 
part of Asia. Otrar, espied by the Arabs Fa- 
rab, was situated in die most western territory 
of Turkestan. It was a city of extensive trade 
between the Turks and the Mohammedans, 
when the Moguls invaded the dominions of sul- 
tan Mohammed. 

As this was a place of great irapoitance, th^ 
aultan left sixty thousand. men with Gayer Khan, 
.the governor, to defend it, who, on the march of 
Altay and Jagatay, two of Jenghis Khan's sons, 
with two hundred thousand men, to attack it, 
retired into the town, and vigorously defended 
it for five months ; but as the place could not 
hold out much longer, one of his generals ad- 
vised him to capitulate in time. The governor, 
bdng conscious that he had been the sole occa- 
^on of the war, rejected the proposal. Hero 
upon, the general retired in the night, with his 
ten thousand meii, into the camp of the Moguls, 
who, detesting his treachery, stew them all, and 
entered the city by the gate out of which thejr 
had marched. 

< Gayer Khan, finding the town taken, retired^ 
with twenty thousand men, into the castle, 
%hich being too confined for so great a number, 
he endeavoured to free himself by continual 
sallies. These attacks extremely incommoded 
the enemy for some time ; but the princes, re- 
doubling their efforts, took it at last sword in 
hand, and cut all the garrison to pieces. . The 
governor, perceiving all was lost, retii^d into 



863 SELJUKIAKS OW PERSIA^ 

his j^partmeBt with two men, who being at 
length killed) and arrows ^ing, Gayer de« 
fended himself lor some time with great stcMiesy 
which his wife si]{4>lied him with. At last, be 
was taken, loaded with chains, and soon after 
put to death by Jenghis Khan's orders. 



CHAPTER X. 
T/te SeljtikioM of Iran or Pereioj and of Kerman* 

BESIDES the empire which the Turks esta- 
blished in Tartary, their native country^ 
they founded four great monarchies in the south 
of Asia. The three first were possessed by the 
princes of the same family, called Seljuks and 
Turks, of the same tribe. The fouith by the 
princes of the &mily of Othnoan or Ozman, with 
their respective followers. 

The Seljuldans derive their ori^n from Seljuk, 
the £iither of Dekak, chief officer of a prince of 
a Turkish tribe, who dwelt on the coasts of the 
Caspian Sea. Seljuk had several childreii, who 
became powerful in adherents, and very rich in 
&cks and lands : he had embraced the M ohanoh 
medan fsdth, and his descendants followed his 
example. This r^igion^ rendered them objects 
of suspicion to their countiymen of Turkestan ; 
but, on the othei: hand, it gained them the 
friendship of the caliphs of Bagdad, who em* 
X>loyedthem as their guard, and incorporated 
Awnenus bodies of them with their amdes. 
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About the time that the Seljuk Turks entered 
Persia, the proi^nces of Khorasan, Gazna, Fer- 
^an Irak, aod part of India, were under Masud, 
third sultan of the Gazni race* They sent an 
express to the sultioi, to demand a place of set- 
tlement, offering to swear obedience and fidelity 
to him : but Masud received the ambassador ve- 
ry ill ; and, among other severe things, said that 
he had never heard of the Seljuk family, although 
he himself was a Turk by descent, and ought 
to have been well acquainted with all the illustri- 
ous houses of that nation. When the Seljuki- 
ans were told with what contempt the sultan 
had treated both their ambassador and family, 
they prepared for war ; and while Masud was 
subduing the provinces of Jorjan and Tabustan, 
raised some commotions in Khorasan, but re- 
mained quiet upon his return. 

Although their affairs were not settled, yet the 
sultan determined to march into India, against 
the advice of his generals. In his absence they 
made incursions throughout the country, from 
Khorasan to Pars, or Persia Proper, with so 
' much success, that they seized the governments 
6f Ray and Ispahan. By this time Masud re- 
turned from his Indian expedition to Gazna, 
and, two years after, set out again for Jorjan. 
In his way, being informed that the governor 
of Balk oppressed his subjects, he advanced to- 
wards him ; but, when he had reached about 
half way, he turned back against Dawd Seljuk^ 
by whom being defeated, he fled to Gazna, where 
he put to death many of the Turks who had 
served under him, because they had misbehaved 
in the battle. 

Masud soon after sent an army s^nst the 



264 SELJUIKIANS or PERSIA, 

Soljuk Turks, whom he de&ikted, and took aoqoe 
prisoner** Not k>Dg after this event, £bn Sel«. 
juk dying, his soldiers put themselves under the 
command of his son, Mohammed, sumamedTo- 
T) grol Bee, who attacking. Masud'sanny, 

X037! routed it, and pursued them to Tus, which 

he besieged and took* This is the first 

city which fell into the hands of the Seljukians^ 

who assembled there and fortified it. They af-- 

terwards subdued Nishabur. 

Meanwhile Masud fled into India, where he 
remained a long time ; so that Khorasan being 
deserted by him, the Seljuks made use of the 
oi^rtunity, and conquered it* Masud, upon 
advice of this encroachment, returned from In-o 
dia ; but the Seljukians advancing, put him to 
flight ; upon which the caliph, Kayem, recom* 
mended to their attention the defence of the 
country of the Mussulmen. Masud, incensed at 
this occurrence, marched against theip? and was 
defeated a second time : and thus their empire 
was established in the year of Christ 1039. 

As soon as Togrol Bee was acknowledged 
king in the city of Nishabur, in the year 429, he 
sent his brother Jafi&r Bee to subdue the city 
and country of Herat, in the provioce of Kho- 
rasan ; which conquest being soon performed,^ 
he appointed one of his uncles to govern, it. In 
the mean time he marched in pei^son to Mem, 
and, having taken it, he made it his royal seat. 
He afterwards put Khorasan under new regula- 
tions, and suppressed the disorders which had 
reigned in that country for a long time* 

The same year Sultan Masud Gazni assembled 
all his forces to drive tlie Seljukians out of hi^ 
dominions ; but .the two brothers having ^Ism 
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eoflected their trcx>pd, after an Exceedingly' 
bloody battle, gdned so complete a victory, 
that Mhsod found he had no farther business in 
KJiorasan. 

The oriental authors divide the Seljukians in- 
to three dynasties, or races of princes, reignmg 
in the south of Asia, and which were contempo- 
rary, not sticcessive ; namely, those of Iran, or 
Persia at lai^e ; those of Kerman, a province of 
Persia ; and those of Rum, or Asia Minor* To- 
grol Btet, first suitan of this dynasty, received 
the surname or title of the " pillar of fisdth and 
religion." Although the Seljuks had gained 
possession of almost all Khorasan, yet Masud 
resolved to exert his utmost endeavours to re- 
cover it out of their hands. Accordingly, hav- 
ing raised a considerable army, he marched 
against Togrol Bee, and put him to flight, 
killing a great number of his men, and taking 
many prisoners. Next year Togrol Bee return- 
ed to Nishabur, from whence Masud fled to 
Gazna ; and then the Seljukians became masters 
of' all Khorasan ; on which occasion an incre- 
dible multitude of people were slain. 

These successes were followed by the patent 
of investiture sent to the two brothers, Togrol 
Bee and Jaflar Bee, by the Caliph Kayem, and 
by the reduction of the provinces of Jorjan and 
Tabustan, which Togrol Bee undertook, and 
then subdued all the Persian Irak. Masud, 
after his retreat to Gazna, raised fresh forces, 
the command of which he gave to his. son Mae- 
dud, whom he sent towards Balk, to defend that 
frontier : then, carrying his blind brother, Mc- 
haihmed, with him, he marched again into the 
Indies, where he continued tin the winter fol^ 

Vol. X. A a 
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lowing) and made great progress ; but, beings 
obliged to advance towards the city of Balk to 
defend himself against the Seljukians, who every 
day increased in power, as he was about to pass 
the Indus, one of his generals deposed, and af-^^ 
terwards murdered him. 

Maedud, his son, who was then at Balk» 
succeeded him in the kingdoms of Khoras^ya 
and India ; b\it the Seljuk Turks in these pro- 
vinces refusing to acknowledge him, he sent an 
army ag^nst them, which was defeated. On 
the other side, great numbers of the Turks, 
breaking out of Turkestan for the sake of plun- 
der, were routed by Maedud's garrisons* By 
this time, the power of the Seljukians was so 
well established, that, after the sultan's death, 
they found it no difficult matter to annex to their 
other conquests the province of Balk, with all 
the country of Karazm. 

The distractions which had long subsisted at 
Bagdad, occasioned by the Turkish militia, still 
continued to afflict that city ; when great dissen- 
sions arose between the Caliph Kayem's visir 
and a Turk called Basasiri. This Basasiri vras 
originally a slave to the king of Irak and Bag- 
dad, but, by degrees, rose to'' be one of the prin- 
cipal commanders under that monarch. Being 
obliged, on account of this quarrel, to quit Bag- 
dad, he put himself under the protection of Al 
Montaser, caliph of Egypt, who, supplying him 
with troops, he became very powerful in Irak 
Arabia, and at length obtained possession of the 
country, which ^he ravaged as far as the imperial 
city ; so that he became a terror both to the 
Arabs and Persians. He was already prayed 
for in the pulpits of that province ; and, as the 
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caliph had been deprived of all authority by the 
Buyian piinces, in whose hands he was kept so 
by this rebellion of Basasiri, nothing remaned 
to the piince but the naked title of king of Bag- 
dad. 

The caliph being informed that Basasiri de^ 
signed, the same year, to seize on the imperial 
castle, Wrote to Togrol Bee, who was then in 
the district of Rey, intreating him to come to 
his assistance. Basasiri was at Waset, whence 
some of the soldiers deserting, came to Bagdad^ 
and, having plundered his palace, set it on fire* 
Togrol Bee arrived at that capital in the month of 
Ramadan, bringing with him eighteen elephantSi 
land seized upon Malek, the king, for whom 
prayers were no longer offered. Thus ended 
the dominion of the Buyians, which had conti- 
nued one hundred and twenty-seven years ; and 
that of the Seljuks began in the same city where 
Togrol Bee resided, in the imperial castle. ^ j. 
In the next year, the caliph mai*ried Ca- j^-^' 
dija, the sister of Togrol Bee, who gave 
her a portion of a hundred thousand crowns in 
gold ; and Togrol Bee, having remained be- 
tween three and four months at Bagdad, march- 
ed towards Musol, carrying with him battering- 
rams, and other engines of war. He Went also 
andbesi^ed Takut, when the cities of Kuf% 
Waset, and Aynottamri, renouncing their alle- 
giance, caused prayers to be made in the name 
^'Mostanser, caliph of Egypt. 

The caliph Kayem honoured Togrol Bee 
with the inlperial vest, and ci^^wned him king 
of Bagdad. He likewise adorned him with the 
collar and bracelets ; appointed him ruler over 
bis court, and ordered money to be coined in his 
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name» Thus the sultanat of Bagdad, or post of 
cmir-al-omra, passed from the house of the Buy- 
ahs to that of the Seljuks, and his power vrzs 
thoroughly established ; nor was there any per- 
son left, in both the Iraks, to give him the least . 
opposition. 

The year following, "fogrol Bee marched to 
Musol, and from thence to Nasibin, with a de- 
sign to subdue those places. There went with 
him his brother Ibrahim, whom Basasiri, by his 
emissaries, excited to revolt, giving him hopes 
of obtaining the kingdom, and promising him 
assistance. Ibrahim, upon this, exacting an 
oath of fidelity from the soldiers, departed, wiA 
a great jarmy, to Rey, and rebelled.^ Togrol 
Bee marched against his brother Ibrahim, de- 
feated him, and, having taken him prisoner, 
strangled him widi a bow-string. He likewise 
put to death a great number of Turkmans who 
had joined him. Having thus re-established his 
power, he marched to Bagdad, against Basasiri, 
land sent the caliph his compliments, with five 
thousand crowns in gold, and six thousand suits 
ofclothes for his wife. As soon as he arrived 
at Bagdad, his soldiers pillaged that part called 
-Karkha ; and, a tent being erected, the caliph 
remained in it for two days: after which, he 
went into the city, from whence he had been 
absent a whole year, accompanied by Togrol 
Bee, who held the bridle of his mule till he had 
passed through the stone gate. To .reward To- 
groPs great respect, he gave him the title of 
Rocnowddin, in tl^se words, " Mount on horse- 
back, you who are the most firm pillar aiid sup- 
port of religion." 

Some time before this, Basasiri was gone to 
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Waset) ^d, having collected a large quantity 
of corn, sent it on board some barks« When he 
heard what had ha^^ned at Bs^dad, he ad- 
vanced to Nomaniya; the sultan sent against 
him part of his army, fc^owing himself with the 
rest of his forces. Basasiri b«ing killed in the 
battle> his head was brought to Togrol Bee, who 
ordered it to be carried on a pike through the 
streets of Bagdad. Soon after this, Togrol Bee 
demanded the daughter of Kayem in marriage ; 
but the caliph giving him a denial, it occasioned 
many messages and threatenings on the part of 
the sultan, who next year forbad the caliph's 
officers to meddle with the public money. In 
consequence of this prohibition, bis counsellors 
advised him to let the sultan have the princess, 
a measure which he at length consented to, 
though much against his inclination. On this 
jcompliance, Togrol Bee, being greatly rejoiced^ 
revoked the order he had given for seizing the 
caliph's treasures^ and sent him very rich pre- 
sents. 

In 4ir5, the caliph's daughter was conducted 
to the suljxui, who received her with great de- 
monstrations of joy, and bestowed gifts on all 
those who accompanied her ; but six months 
after, in the same year, Togrol Bee died at Rejr, 
in the capital of Irak, after a prosperous and 
successRil reign of twenty-six years. His arms 
were victorious over his foreign foes ; and he 
also enjoyed interior peace, domestic union, and 
respect and esteem from his neighbours. He 
was amiable, wise, prudent, a great politician, 
and, notwithstanding his civil and military oc- 
cupations, which were entirely directed by him, 
Aaa 
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he found time to fulfil all the duties enjomed by 
religion. He died at the age of seventy. 

As Togrpl Bee left no children, his nephew, 
Alp-ArsIaU) succeeded him, £ind in his pers6n 
were united the two kingdoms of Khorasan and 
Irak, with their dependencies ; so that^ when he 
began his reign, he was sole monarch of all the 
countries between the rivers Jihun and Tigris, 
that is, of all Persia, in its greatest extent, in 
the conquest of which he bore a considerable 
share. The name which this sultan took, after 
he had embraced Mohammedism^ was Mohaai<> 
med ; that of Alp-Arslan, which signifies, in the 
Turkish language, the '' courageous lion," is a 
surname. At the beginning of his reign^ he 
condemned to death Kandari, visir to Togn^ 
Bee, for abuses committed by him during his 
uncle's life ; and r^sed to that employment Al 
Molk, who was the greatest man in his time, 
and had administered the affairs of the kingdom 
•with the greatest integrity* 

At the beginning of this reign, Alp-Arsl^n 
made war against his cousin Kotolmish, who re- 
belled against him in the province of Damegan-; 
but this revolt was soon suppressed^ by an unex- 
pected accident : for Kotolmish advancing at the 
head of his troops, to give the sultan battle, his 
horse suddenly fell under him, and, throwing bis 
rider, broke his neck ; upon which, his armies 
submitted, and were pardoned. 

This war was no sooner terminated, than Kara 
Arslan raised new disturbances in Pars and Ker* 
man. The sultan, to suppress this rebel,, em- 
ployed Fadlhavich, one of his most valiant com- 
manders, who defeated him, and was rewarded 
for his service with the government of Pars* 
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' But this ambitious governor^ as-soon as he saw 
the sultan march to Khorasan, resolved to seize 
his province* In order to effect this purpose, 
he fortified a castle, situated in a verf advantage- 
tms place, where he retired with a fine body of 
troops,' and a great deal of money, which he had 
amassed by a thousand extortions in his govern- 
ment. Neaeam Al Molk received orders from his 
prince to attack this castle, and bring him, the 
trutor, alive or dead. All who had a know- 
ledge of the palace advised him against this 
«ege, because they deemed it impregnable : but 
•the visir, resolving to gratify his master, invested 
the castle with his forces, and went himself 
■round it to reconnoitre* 

During this tour, he did not observe one man 
of the besieged upon the ramparts ; a circum- 
stance which, indicating the greatest confidence 
of their security, he was so mortified, that, but 
for the disgrace, he would instantly have raised 
the siege* However, he resolved to do his ut- 
most, and had already collected provisions and 
stores for a whole year's blockade ; when, one 
morning, at break of day, he was surprised to 
hear that the governor desired to capitulate. 

The joy occasioned by this incident induced 
him to grant them honourable conditions ; the 
jchief of which was, that the governor should 
i€main in the place, doing homage to the sul- 
tan, and paying him a certain tribute annually, 
besides the usual presents. When matters were 
settled, the visir, who was in pain to know what 
could have obliged Fadlhavich to make such a 
sudden surrender, Has informed by one of the 
besieged, that it was owing to a failure of the 
springs, which were very numerous in the place* 
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An attempt hawg beens^e.tpdt^pos^ss 
the sultan of the province of lier^m^p Ixe ipw^h- 
ed thlti^r with Ms Avmy : t>emg obliged, tp pass 
•through the great desert of Nubandij^v. which 
separates tlutt province from. lUiiorasan^ his 
troops who had entered it with great x^luctance^ 
pexceiving their provisions to fail dmly, began to 
murmur, and were upon the point of revoltit^ 
when they came to an old ruined castle^ which 
seemed to be the retreat of owls and wild beasts ; 
hiitj on examining it, they found corn enough to 
supply the whole army* Yet this plenty being 
of no use without drink, God, to complete the 
miracle, (as our author asserts) sent so heavy a 
rain, that every body had water enough to serve 
his occasions. 

J. ^ The stdtan marched against Xhazan, 
1064! ^^^ ^^ revolted in the country of Kho- 
.warazm, and, having routed his army, 
he bestowed the government of that province on 
Malec Shah, his eldest son* In his return from 
this expedition, through Khorasan, he paid a 
visit to the sepulchre of Ali Riza, the. eighth 
imam, who was buried at Tus, where a great 
resort of people were continually assembled for 
purposes of devotion* 

After he had performed this pilgrimage, he 
took the it>ad of Rade Kan, where he encamped 
with his army in a most agreeable place. Frona 
hence he dispatched couriers through all the pro- 
vinces of his empire, to summon the governors 
and great loixis to a general assembly of the 
estates. These being all assembled, he declared 
his son, Malec Shah, for his successor, and only 
heir to his dominions. Then he ordered his son 
to sit on a throne of gold prepared for that pur- 
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pose, and made all the officers of the em^nre take 
an oath of fidelity to him. 

Immediately after this ceremony he acquaint- 
ed all the chiefs and generals of his armies that 
he designed to attempt the conquest of Turkes- 
tan, tlie country whence he drew his original, 
and where, as he pretended, his ancestors for- 
merly reigned ; but this expedition was not un- 
dertaken till several years after. 

The Turks, understanding that the Roman 
empire was governed by a woman, invaded Me- 
sopotamia, Cilicia, and Cappadocia, destroying 
all with fire and sword. The empress was not 
in a condition to oppose them, the greater part 
of her army having been disbanded in her hus- 
band's life-time, and the* troops which were still 
on foot being on discipline, and altogether unfit 
for service. Eudosia, therefore, to secure at 
once the empire from foreign, and herself from 
domestic enemies, married Romanus Diogenes, 
who was thereupon proclaimed emperor. As 
he was a man of great activity and experience in 
war, he no sooner saw himself vested with the 
sovereign power, than, taking upon him the 
command of the army, he passed over into Asia^ 
where, on his arrival, he was informed that the 
Turks, having surprized and plundered the city 
of Neacxsarea, were retiring with a rich booty. 
.The emperor following them, at the head of a 
chosen body of fight-armed troops, came up 
with them on the third day, killed a great num- 
ber of the enemy, and recovered the spoil. He 
then pursued his march to Aleppo, which he re- 
took, together with Hierapofis, where he built a 
strong castle. 
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On his return, he defeated a numerous body of 
Turks, who attempted to cut off his retreat ; a^ 
ter which defeat, the Turks abandoned several 
cities on his approach. Alp-Arslan marched to 

. J, Akhkt, with forty thousand horse, to 
1070. ^^®* ^® Romans, who had a great army I 
but they were defeated ; and their gene- 
ral, who was a nobleman, being taken, the sul- 
tan ordered his nose to be cut off. 

In the following spring, the emperor marched 
again into Asia, at the head of a considerable ar^ 
my. But, contrary to the advice of Nicephords 
Bryenneus, who exhorted him to wsdt for the 
Turks in Cappadocia, he marched to Mazekerta, 
and, dividing his army into two parts, one of 
which he sent to a small town belonging to th% 
Turks, between whom and the Romans several 
skirmishes happened ; in oi^e of which Basilacus, 
the emperor's chief officer, was killed. At length, 
Romanus, resolving to come to a general engage* 
ment, advanced with his army, in three bodies, 
of which he commanded the centre. 

When the armies were in sight, the sultan 
sent to the emperor to desire peace ; but his an- 
swer was, that he would come to no accommoda^ 
tion, unless the city of Rey was surrendered. 
The sultan, provoked at this arrogance, on Fri- 
day afternoon put up prayers to God with tears 
in his eyes, in the presence of his army, who 
Wept to see their monarches distress. Before he 
engaged, he gave those leave to return who were 
bfraid to stay. Then, casting away his bow and 
arrows, he took his sword, with an irbn sceptre, 
grasping his'horse's tail in his hand, iand all his 
soldiers followed 'fiis example. He dressed in 
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White) sprinUed himself with perfiimes. ^ If I 
am slain," said he, ^^ this will servQ me for a 
iirinding-sheet." 

, After a bloody battle, the Greeks were put to 
flight, and a multitude of them killed : their 
en^ror was taken prisoner by a slave named 
Shadi, and being discovered by the ambassador, 
Shad], alighUng off his horse, paid him reve* 
rence, and then brought him to Alp-Arslan. 
The sultan, patting him three times with his 
hand, said, ^^ Did I not send to you proposals 
of peace, and you would not hearken to me V^ 
The emperor replied, "Do not reproach me, 
and do what you think proper :" then asked the 
sultan, " What would you have done to me if I 
had fallen into your hands ?" "I should have in- 
flicted some kind of disgraceful punishment on 
you," answered the emperor- " And what,** 
said the sultan, "do you think I shall do to 
you ?" " Either put me to death," replied Roma- 
nus, " carry me through your dominions for a 
spectacle to your subjects, or else, which is be- 
yond my hopes, spare me on payment of a ran- 
som, and appoint me your deputy." " This last 
is the way," said the sultan, " that I intend to 
deal with you." Accordingly, he set him at li- 
berty, on condition of paying him a million of 
crowns in gold, and dismissing all the Moham- 
medan prisoners in his empire.' When matters 
were thus concluded, the sultan made the empe- 
ror sit on the throne with him : then caused a 
tent to be erected for his use, sending him ten 
thousand crowns for his subsistence. He like- 
wise released many Roman lords, presenting 
them, as well as the emperor, with vests, by 



976 SELJUKIANS OF PERSIA, 

way of honour. At parting, he sent an army to 
escort him 4o a place of safety. 

After this signal victory, Alp-Arslan marched 
into Georgia, which having conquered, he de- 
prived the great lords of their liberty, and oblig- 
ed them to wear iron rings in their ears as a mark 
of slavery, to avoid which ignominy many of 
them turned Mohammedans. 

The sultan made preparations for the conquest 
of Turitestan. When he reached the Jihun, he 
laid a bridge over that river for the passage of 
his army, which, being very numerous, was 
twenty days in passing. He attacked Barzam, 
in which Kothual commanded. This govemcwr 
defended the place vigorously for several days, 
which Alp-Arslan expected to have taken on the 
first onset : on its surrendering, he reproached 
him, in the most opprobrious language, for his 
temerity in having dared to oppose such forces 
as his. The prisoner, who, instead of insult, 
expected praise, answered him haughtity. The 
sultan sentenced him to be fastened to four stakes, 
and there left to expiry in torture. Kothual, in- 
' stantly drawing a long knife from his boot, ex- 
claimed, <' Infamous man i is this the treatment 
which my conduct merits ?" and attempted to 
rush towards the prince. Alp-Arslan, who was 
a very expert archer, ordered his guards to let 
him advance, at the same time aimed an arrow 
at him, which missed him. Kothual sprung ei^ 
him, g^ve him a mortal wound, and was him- 
self immediately massacred. 

Finding his dissolution near, he thus address- 
ed his surrounding friends ; " This day brings 
to my remembrance two excellent admonitions 
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I'lbrmeiiy recdved from a vnsc old man, who 
was my preceptor : the first was, never to de- 
spise any one ; the second, never to have too 
^mkI an opinion of oneself. In the two last 
days of my life, I have transgressed against these 
two excellent precepts, and am justly punished 
in consequence. Yesterday, while reviewing my 
troops, I thought no human force capable of 
opposing, nor any mortal daring enough to at- 
tack me. To^ay, while commanding my guards 
not to stop a man approaching me with a naked 
weapon, I imagined I had strength and address 
enough to defend myself alone ; but I now per- 
ceive that neither strength nor skill can over- 
come destiny." His body was interred in a town 
called Maru, and the following simple epitaph 
inscribed on his tomb : " All you who have seen 
the grandeur of Alp-Arslan asceniiing to the 
clouds, visit Maru, and you will behold hini 
buried in the dust. He lived forty-four years, 
of which he reigned nine.*' 

He was very brave and liberal ; just, patient, 
witty^ and sincere ; constant in prayer, send giv- 
ing alms : he greatly feared God, and was a stre- 
nuous advocate for Mohammedism. His shape 
and mien were so very engaging, that he gained 
thcH^spect and affection of all who approached 
him. He had very long whiskers, and wore 
commonly a high turban, made in the form of 
a crown. His power was so great in Asia, that 
there have been seen at the foot of his throne, 
thousands of princes, or sons of princes^ paying 
their court to him. 

The most famous siege undertaken by this 
prince was that of a place, called in the Persian 
language, " the dwelling of Mary ;" on account 
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of a monastery afid church dedicated to the Vir- 
gin Mary, situated in the middle of a lake* 
Malec Shsih chose for the attack the best of the 
troops, whom he put into boats, with ladders 
and grappling irons for scaling the waU» i but 
just when they were going to make th% assault, 
there arose so furious a storm on the Iake» and 
the sky was darkened to such a degree, that ncH 
thing could be done. This storm was followed 
by so violent an earthquake, that both the be* 
siegers and the besieged, Turks and ChristiaoS, 
expected to be swallowed Up together. However, 
the latter suffered most by it, for part of their 
walls falling into the lake, when the elements 
were settled again, the Turks without any diffi- 
culty forced the place and ruined the monastery* 
, J. Alp-Arslan was no sooner dead, than 
jQ- j' Malec Shah, one of his sons, was acknow- 
ledged heir and successor of his father, 
at the head of the armies which he had com- 
manded. The caliph also sent him the confirma- 
tion of the title and power of sultan ; adding to 
this honour the quality of " commander of the 
faithful," which till then the caliphs had re- 
served to themselves, without conferring it on 
any Mohammedan prince whatsoever. 

Soon after he ascended the throne, Marubil 
and Kaderd, his uncles, rebelled against him. 
The latter was governor of the province of Kir- 
jnan, and advanced with a considerable force, 
even as far as Kurj, or Gurj. The sultan sent 
the troops of Khorasan, which had always been 
victorious in his father's reign, to oppose him. 
The two armies, after harassing each other for 
three days and nights, came to a general engage- 
ment, wliich proved one of the most bloody that 
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ever happened in t'ersia. At length the victory 
declared in favour of Malec Shah ; and Kaderd 
being taken prisoner, was sent under a strong 
guard to a castle in Khorasan. On this sign^ 
success, which established the new sultan's au- 
thority, the troops became ^ insolent, that their 
principal commanders insisted on having their 
pay doubled, threatening otherwise to set Kaderd 
on the throne. 

Malec Shah, perceiving that the name of a 
competitor was sufficient to give occasion to his 
troops to revolt, caused Kaderd to be poisoned 
the same night in prison* Next morning, when 
the officers of the army came to know ^e sul- 
tan's answer, the visir, who probably had a 
hand in vehat was done, told them, that he had 
not been able as yet to present their petition to 
the sultan, because he found him overwhelmed 
with grief the night before, on the unexpected 
death of his uncle, who, driven to despair, had 
taken poison when he carried in one of his rings. 
This answer at once stopped the mouths of the 
officers and the whole army ; fbr they talked no 
more of the augmentation of pay when they 
found the person was dead who only could have 
favoured their mutiny; 

After Malec Shah had appeased the revolts itk 
different parts of his dominions, he returned into 
Turkestan, the original abode of his ancestors, 
and annexed it to the empire as an inheritance 
which ought never to have separated from it. 
But a small territory, confined to the comer of 
the Persian Irak, eluded all his attempts to sub- 
jugate it. The principle of fanaticism which 
at this period actuated the Bethanians, is uncer- 
tain i but life was of no value in their esteem^ 
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and they exposed themselves to death not onljr 
in execudng the orders of their chief^ but for 
any indifferent person who wished to be rid of 
an enemy. 
. -^ The Bethanians began to subdue castles 
looo! ^ Persian Irak. They first seized upon 
Rudbar, which belonged to Kamak, a 
subject to Malec Shah ; and was delivered to 
Hassan for twelve hundred crowns by the go- 
vernor, who turned Batanist. Hassan after- 
wards going to Egypt, met with a Batanist, 
Who brought him over to their persuasion,. and| 
by consent of the people, made him grand mas- 
ter, and head of the sect. He had many fol- 
lowers, and, growing considerable, Malec Shah 
sent him a threatening message, requiring his 
obedience. The consequence of this message 
we have already related in the history of the 
Arabs. Malec Shah proceeded to Bagdad, 
where, being arrived, he went a hunting, on the 
third of Shawal, and, eating some of the fiesh of 
the game, returned sick, of which he died in a 
few days. 

This prince was handsome in his person, un- 
corrupt in his morals, prudent, liberal, valiant ; 
and eminent for his mental acquirements, his 
justice, and piety. He diminished the taxes, re- 
dressed various grievances, repaired the bridges, 
public roads, and canals, and built a su^^erb 
mosque at Bagdad, because it was the residence 
of the caliph, whose lieutenants the Seljukians 
called themselves, though in reality their power 
was superior to his. The sultan's capital was 
Ispahan, where he died at the age of thirty-seven, 
)Rfter a reign of twenty years, leaving the repu- 
tation of a generous and munificent prince, tiie 



AND OF KBltMAN. ^1 

terror of the vicious, and protector of the good. 
He loved the sciences, reformed the calendar, 
and invented the intercalation of the bissextile 
year. 

This sultan took great delight in travelling ; 
and it is reported that he made the tour of his 
dominions, though so very extensive, at least ten 
times. He made the pilgrimage to Mecca with 
an incredible expence : for, besides abolishing 
the usual tribute which the pilgrims paid, he 
laid out very great sums in building towns in 
the desert, where he ordered a great number of 
wells and cisterns to be made, and water to be 
conveyed to them from all parts. He likewise 
commanded plenty of provisions to be carried, 
for subsistence of the pilgrims ; and distributed 
immense sums among tlie poor with unparal- 
leled liberality. 

But Malec Shah*s greatest passion was hunt- 
ing. He kept forty-seven thousand horses for 
his ordinary guard, and the chase, in which he 
spent a great deal of time. It is said, that for 
every beast which he killed himself, he gave a 
piece of gold to the poor : and it happened 
sometimes that he slew a great many. In short, 
Malec Shah is acknowledged to have been the 
greatest prince among the Seljukians ; whether 
we consider his conquests, the extent of his do* 
minions, or his magnificence, liberality, and 
other virtues. 

^ j^ Malec Shah left four sons, Barkiarok, 

looa. Mohammed, Sanjar, and Mahmud, which 
last he appointed for his successor, though 
but five years and ten months old. This mea- 
sure was effected by the management of his 
irife, who, concealing the sultan's death, carried 
Bb 2 
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his corpse put of Bagdad ; and, by distributing' 
money, prevailed on the army to take the oath to 
her son. The caliph also ordered his name to be 
published in the pulpits ; and sending him the 
ensigns of investiture, he was clothed with the 
sultan's vest, the crown put on his head, and the 
sword girt on his ade. On this occasion it is 
observed, that never prince so young behaved 
with a better grace ; and that, after the caliph's 
visir, who performed the ceremony, had made 
him his master's compliments, he returned 
thanks for the favours received in a very pohte 
manner. As soon as the ceremony was over, 
ttie sultan went to Nahrawan and encamped. 

While Mahmud was crowned at Bagdad, Bar- 
kiarok was acknowledged for legal successor at 
Ispahan, where he then resided ; with whom 
many joined, as being the eldest son of Malec 
Shah, and because he was thought more capable 
of governing the state than a child and a woman. 

Turkan Khatun, who was a woman of great 
spirit as well as understanding, marched thither 
from Mahrawan with such diligence, that she 
surprised him in that city, which she took ; but 
some domestics of the late Nezam Al Molk 
ibund means to effect his escape out of his mo- 
ther-in-law's hands, and he retired to Shiraz. 

That prince not only gave him protection, 
but conducted him to Rey, one of the capitals 
of Irak, where he caused him to be acknow- 
ledged the rightful successor. At the same 
time the sultana caused her son Mahmud to be 
crowned at Ispahan, the other capital, and sent 
troops to pursue Barkiarok ; but many of them 
deserting to his standard, he defeated the rest. 
Among the prisoners taken on this occasion was 
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Tajol Molk Kiamiy who, being brought to the 
sultan, the friends of his predecessor slew him* 
He was a Persian, endowed with many virtues, 
and excellencies of every kind. 

After this success, Barkiarok inarched to Is- 
pahan, and besieged his brother with an army 
of twenty thousand men. Turkan Katun, find- 
ing the people ready to revolt, came to an ac- 
commodation ; by which Mahmud and she were 
left in possession of Ispahan and its dependen- 
cies, on condition he divided with Barkiarok 
the treasure of his father which was in that 
city. 

The sultan, having received for his share five 
hundred thousand dinars in gold, raised the 
«ege, and turned his arms towards Hasnadan, 
where one of his uncles, named Ismael, com- 
manded, who, allured by the sultana with hopc« 
of marriage, had made war upon his nephew. 
The two armies, which were pretty equal, met 
near that city ; where, after an obstinate battle, 
'Ismael was defeated and slain. The same year 
Takash Shah, son of Arslan Shah, another of 
Barkiarok's uncles, declared wai* against him; 
and having a much greater force, obliged him 
to retire towards Ispahan, where he was very 
kindly received by his brother sultan, Mahmud, 
whose mother then was dead. 

Those of Mahmud's party, judging that the 
opportunity of advancing his aflFairs ought not 
to be neglected, seized his brother ; and it is 
said orders were actually given to deprive him 
of sight, when Mahmud, being taken with the 
small-pox, died in a few days. Barkiarok was 
immediately set at liberty, and saluted emperor 
by the very people who just before would have 
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assassinated liim. Being by this unexpected ac«> 
cident seated a second time on the throne, he 
chose for his visir, or prime minister, Mowiad ; 
but, in a little time, through some distrust, the 
sultan dismissed him, and put his brother, Takr 
Al Molk, in his place. , 

Barkiarok, marching to Bagdad, had his 
name mentioned in the pulpits. Having settled 
his affairs, he applied himself entirely to war. 
His first expedition was against Takash, his 
cousin-german, who some time before had driven 
him to great extremity ; and, after several battles 
fought between them, Takash was at lei^th 
slsdn. He then marched into Khorasan, where 
Arslan Shah, the father of Takash, who com- 
manded in that province, had a considerable 
body of troops ; but he was delivered from his 
enemy by another of his sons, who committed 
that parricide in order to seize his Other's go- 
remment : yet he was disappointed ; for Bar- 
kiarok, being thus become master of his domi- 
nions, gave it to his brother Sarjar, and return- 
ed to Irak. 

Barkiarok, whose reign was a series of rebel- 
lions, was no sooner freed from one sedition, 
but another arose. Mowiad, from the time of 
his being turned out of the visirship, did his ut- 
most to revenge his disgrace, by fomenting new 
troubles. He began by exciting Anzar to re- 
volt, who was formerly slave to Malec Shah, 
and had great influence in the province of Irak. 
He enabled him to set a considerable army on 
foot ; and Anzar might have given the sultan 
much trouble, if he had not been taken off by 
an assassin, in the city of Sawa, where he was 
already advanced to give his sovereign batUe* 
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Mowiad afterwards apptied himself to Moham- 
med, brother of Barluarok, who had given him 
but a small share of his father's dominions, in 
the province of Adherbijan, and never ceased 
urging him till he had taken up arms against his 
brother. 

This prince disputed the sovereignty with his 
brother ; and though he had only a small army 
at first, yet it soon became formidable, by the 
great credit and influence which Mowiad acquir- 
ed. At this time the lords of the court, being 
incensed against Al Molk Kiami, superintendant 
of the finances, by whose frugal management 
they found their salaries curtailed, attacked his 
house, and obliged him to fly for refuge to the 
sultan. The sultan, refusing to deliver him up, 
they took the palace by assault, and cutting Kia- 
mi in pieces, would have treated Barkiarok in the 
same manner, if he had not escaped by a back 
door, abandoning Irak to his brother* 

Mohannmed, thus possessed of a great domi- 
nion without striking a stroke, made Mowiad Al 
Molk his visir, and sent an ambassador to Bag- 
dad to get his name mentioned in kotbah, or ora- 
tion m^e in the pulpits on Fridays : but Barki- 
arok had it suppressed. Then assembling a 
great army, he marched to meet Mohammed, 
who defeated him at Mahdan, Barkiarok escap* 
ing with only fifty horse. Quitting Rey, he fled 
to Khuzestan, where Ayyaz, formerly slave to 
Malec Shah, ruled with almost absolute power, 
by whose assistance the sultan found lumself 
soon at the head of a formidable army, with 
which he defeated Mohammed's forces in seve- 
ral engagements. 

They fought another battle ; but aa Barkiarok 
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had fifty thousand troops, and Mohammed only 
fifteen thousand, the latter was put to flight. 
Hereupon, taking his way to Khorazan to seek 
support from king Sinjar, he halted at Jorjah* 
Here Sinjar coming to him with his forces, they 
went to Damegan, where the army laid waste 
the country to such a degree, that the inhabi- 
tants, for want of food, ate one another. Af- 
terwards marching against Barkiarok, they were 
put to flight : and their mother being made cap- 
tive, was exchanged for the prisoners taken be- 
fore Sinjar* 

Next year Sultan Barkiarok besieged Moham- 
med in Ispahan, but was obliged to depart for 
want of forage and provisions. Mohammed 
hereupon raised troops, and met his brother; 
but being defeated, was obliged to fly into Ar- 
menia. 

It is observable, that the kotbah 'was ex- 
changed at Bagdad, in the names of those two 
sultans, as often as they had the advantage over 
each other. Of such great importance was that 
ceremony thought to be by the Mohammedan 
princes, as long as the race of the caliphs sub- 
sisted ; though at this tiiAe they were no move 
than shadows of what they had been formerly. 

In one of the battles, in which Barkiarok had 
the advantage, Mowiad happened to be taken 
prisoner ; but, instead of being punished as he 
deserved, he, by his address, so gained over the 
principal lords of the court, that the humane 
sultan, at their intercession, pardoned him, and 
afterwards made him his prime visir. However, 
he did not long enjoy that post ; for, one day 
Barkiarok, retiring to rest, overheard one of 
the gentlemen of his bed-chamber^ who thought 
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him asleepi saying to another, << These Seljuki- 
an princes are of a nature very different from that 
of most others. They neither know how to 
make themselves feared, nor to revenge the in*> 
juries done to them ; for instance, (added he) 
this Mowiad, who has been the cause of so many 
evils, is promoted by the sultan to the employ- 
ment of visir, as a reward for all his treasons**' 

Barkiarok, stung by these reflections «on hit 
conduct, sent for the visir, and ordered him to 
sit down : then, without saying any thing &i*- 
ther, with one stroke of his scymitar he cut off 
bis head, with so much dexterity, that it re- 
mained on his shoulders till the body fell. This 
feat being performed, he said to his courtiers, 
" See now if the princes of my house do not 
know how to make themselves feared, and take 
vengeance on their enemies." 

While this tragedy was acting at court, the 
armies of the sultan and his brother often skir- 
mished without coming to a general engage- 
ment. At length a treaty was concluded, where- 
by Mohammed and Barluarok divided the em* 
pire between them. It was also agreed, that 
Barkiarok should not go to meet Mohammed 
with drums, nor be named in the pulpits in the 
countries which were ceded to him. 

The civil wars which for many years together 
had afflicted the Seljukian dominions, being thus 
happily terminated between the brothers, we 
may now turn our eyes towards Syria, which 
was scarcely reduced under the power of the Sel- 
jukian Turks, who took it from the Arabs, when 
she found herself invaded by an army of Euro- 
peans. This was the famous crusade, commonly 
Miled the Holy War, in which almost all the 
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Christian princes, influenced by an enthusiastic 
aeal, and excited by the artifices of the pope, en- 
tered into a league of confederacy, to rescue the 
sepulchre of Christ at Jerusalem fixjm the Mow 
hammedans, and drive them out of the holy 
land. 

Barkiarok, after the agreement made by his 
brother Mohammed, advanced towards Bagdad* 
to visit his great benefactor Ayyaz, who exercis- 
ed sovereign authority in that city ; but being^ 
taken ill on his journey, he died at Ispahan, ap- 
pointing for his successor his son, Malec Shah, 
a child not five years old. He caused him to 
be clothed with a vest, and assigned Ayyaz for 
his governor, in the presence of his great officers, 
who all promised to obey his commands. About 
the same time, Mohammed marched to take Ja- 
garmish. The people of their country rose in 
fiieir prince's defence ; but when the siege had 
lasted three months, Jagarmish, hearing of Bar- 
kiarok's death, submitted. 

After this accommodation, -the sultan, who al- 
ready possessed one part of tlie Seljukian em- 
pire, prepared to wrest the other part from his 
nephew, Malec Shah, and unite it to his own. 
Having accomplished this object, he returned to 
Bagdad, where he found a pretended prophet, 
named Atthash, who had not only gained a great 
number of followers, but had seized upon a for- 
tified place, which was so strong, both by situa- 
tion and art, that there was no hope of reducing 
it but by famine. 

The place not having been furnished with pro- 
visions, Atthash employed the sultan's visir, 
whom he had infected with his opinions, to assas- 
sinate his master. He accordingly bribed the 
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8iil^;eon to use a pdsoned lancet in the operatioix 
of bleeding. Mohammed being apprized of the 
plot) suffered his arm to be bound, and the fatal 
instrument to be taken from its case> when he 
cast so terrible a look upon the surgeon, as 16 
make him drop the lancet from his hand, fall 
down at his sovereign's feet, and confess the 
whole design. The visir was immediately seiz- 
ed, and punished as he deserved ; the surgeon 
-ivas only sentenced to be bled with the same in- 
strument which he had prepared to bleed the 
sultan. 

The rebels, finding that their treason was dis- 
covered, and being no longer able to resist, sur- 
rendered at discretion. Atthash, their chief, was 
conducted to Ispahan, tied upon a camel ; there, 
after the prophet had been exposed for some days 
to the derision of the people, he was put to a 
cruel death, and his body was burned, with those 
pf a great number of his disciples, who had joined 
in the revolt. It is reported that this impostor, 
who was well versed in astrology and geomancy, 
finding himself hard pressed by the besiegers, 
wrote to the sultan, that he had found by his 
horoscope, that in'a few days he should be sur- 
rounded with a great number of stars in the 
midst of Ispahan, even in the presence of the 
sultan ; and when he was led through the city, 
accompanied with great crowds of spectators, to 
the place of execution, being asked concerning 
the accomplishment of his pi^diction, he answer- 
ed, that nothing could be a clearer verification 
than the condition he then vyas in ; but, that he 
found the great number of stars which he hoped 
to see, were not to serve, as he had believed, to 
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do him honour, but to cover him with shsme 
and confusioih* 

Mohammed, having settled his dominions in 
peace, marched into Hmdostan, where he made 
considerable progress: he was zealous in de&noe 
of religion, and was an opposer of idol worship. 
When the Indians offered the weight in precious 
stones, in exchange for one of their gods, which 
he had taken, he replied, <^ I would not for th« 
<< worid have it reported, that Mohammed wa« 
" a merchant of images*" 

At the age of thirty-five, death terminated hit 
career. When he perceived his last end ap- 
proaching, he sent forhis son Mahmud, who wa» 
then but fourteen years old, whom he had de<* 
clared his successor, kissed him and wept, suid 
ordered him to ascend the throne ; but the young; 
prince declined it, saying, it was an unlucky da^g* 
The sultan answered him, ^ You say true, bul; it 
is so to your father, who loses an empire, not ^ 
you who gain one." Then mounting the throne^ 
he was crowned and adorned with bracelet^ 
These, however, together with the immense trea« 
sures left by Mohammed, were soon wrested from 
the youthful monarch by his uncle Sanjar. 

Mahmud then went to visit Sanjar, and was so 
well received, that he obtained of him the inve&* 
titure of the province of Irak on the follovncg 
conditions : that the name of Sanjar should ak 
ways be mentioned in the public prayers before 
that of Mahmud ; tli^ this latter ^bould not have 
the fourth veil in his apartments ; that the trum- 
pets should not be sounded wheti he went in or 
out of his palace ; and, lastly, that he shouM rs« 
tain the officers wh^m his uncle had estabiishod 
in his province* 



Ifahmud wfts^ obliged to receive tjiese condi* 
tions with thanks, and resolved to spend his time 
Inhundtig, inlhout medcHing widi the affinrs of 
state* From the course of history, howeveiv 
It appears, that an actmal partition of empm 
itxk place soon after ; by virtue of which Mah* 
mud and his descendants were to enjoy the share - 
allotted him, with Uie title of Sultan, in as abso- 
lute a manned as Sanjar enjoyed his. 

In the year 1 129, Sanjar passed the Jihun, to 
reduce Soliman, governor of Samarkand, who 
refused to pay the usual tribute. Being otdiged 
to surrender, after a vigorous siege, the sultan 
spared his life, only dapnvii^ faimc^ the gowm* 
ment, which he Isestowed on one of his slaves : 
%fut SoHman fin^g means (o get into Sai^ar'a 
&vour, was in a little time restored. After dub 
event, Bahram Shah, sultan of the Gazni familyi 
whose kingdom extended a great way into Hin- 
^ostan, resolved to shake off the yoke of the Sel* 
jukians* The sultan entered his dominions with 
a large army, and Bafaaam, not being able to re* 
sist so great a force, sent ambassadors to pay the 
tribute, and do homage for his crown, by which 
means he diverted the storm* 

During a long reign, Sanjar extended his em- 
igre from Katay to Kotan, and from the Caspiaa 
Sea to Arabia Felix* He fought nineteen tjat^ 
4les, of which he gained seventeen : he was much 
feared by his enemies, and celebmted for liberie 
lity and clemency to his subjects* He was active 
and ^ligent in the affairs of government, but 
bated kingly pride, wearing a coat made of skins* 
He was so well beloved by his people, that they 
continued to publish his name in the temples* 
They gave him also the sui^ame of Alexander 
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the second ; and his name of Sanjar has passed 
for that of Alexander amohg his posterity; 

The first remarkable event that We fiiid in this 
reign, is the death of Kothtx>ddin, founder of a 
new monarchy; His father, Bi^tekkin, was slave 
to Malkatekkin, who was onie of Malec Shsdti'S 
principal slaves, and possessed the employment 
of great butler, or cup-bearer, on whose death 
the sultan gave it to Bustekkin : and because 
the revenues of Karazm, a country on the east 
side of the Caspian Sea, were annexed to that 
office, he easily obtained the government of that 
province. His son, Cothboddin, succeeded hirti 
in all his places. As he Was a man of spirit and 
valour, his credit increased so mdch dunng the 
reigns of Bai^iarok and Sanjar, that he obtained 
the title of Karazm Shah, that is, king of Kha* 
razm, which descended to all his posterity, in 
that great monarchy of which he was the foun- 
der, atid which proved at lengA the ruin of thfc 
Seljukian dynasty of Iram, to whidi they owed 
their rise. However, Kothboddin, though very- 
powerful, nevet departed fipom his obedience to 
the Sultans, and for thirty years did his duty of 
cup-bearer at court every second year, being re* 
lieved every Other year by his son AtsJz. 

Upon the death of Kothboddin, his son Atsizr 
succeeded both in his employments and the title 
of Karazi|) Shah, though no more in reality than 
governor of that province, like his father. He 
obtained great credit with Sanpr by his services^ 
especially in coming up seasonably to rescue him 
out of an ambuscade contrived by Ahmed, go- 
vernor of Samarkand ; but afterwards growing 
out of favour at court, he retired to his govent- 
ment, where the people inclined to revolt. Th# 
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sultan, at his jdeparture, saying to those about 
hitxiy ^^ I see the back of a man, whose ^e it is 
^ fikely I never shajl see agsdn," they advised to 
have him arrested : but Sanjar would not con- 
sent, alleging, that he should violate the ac- 
Ipiowledgments due both to him and his father 
for their services, if he should do any thing to 
offend him on a bare suspicion. 

Atsiz verified the sultan's prognostic, for he 
no sooner arrived in ELarazm, than he put hihi- 
self at the head of the rebels ; so that Sanjar was 
obliged to reduce by fprce an enemy whom he 
had suffered to escape, by having more regard 
to the maxims of gratitude than those of policy* 

Two years after this transaction, Samarkand 
rebelled again, in opposition to the governor; 
who, being afflicted with the paky, was not able 
to act. The sultan marched against them ; and 
after a siege of six months the city surrendered: 
but Sanjar spared the inhabitants, according to 
his usi^al clemency, and displacing the feeble 
£ither, gave the government of the place to his 
son* 

After Sanjar's death, Mahmud, his sister's 
son, by Mohammed Khan, descended from Bagra 
Khan, succeeded in KJhorasan : but at the end of 
five years, one of his lords revolted, and after 
^several battles, seized his dominions, and de- 
prived him of sight* The sultan of Kharazm^ 
whose dynasty rose during the reign of Sanjaiy 
taking advantage of these divisions in Khorasan, 
jsubdued one part of that great province, while 
the other remained in possession of the rebels ; 
so that the Seljukian sultans, who still reigned 
in both the Iraks, no longer had any footing ia 
Khorasan* 

C c 2 
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Mahmud took possession .of aH Sanjar'4 do* 
minions ; but Massud, one of his brothers, di»« 
puted his title sword in hand. -He had dUiother 
brother, named Togrol, who always continued 
his &ithful adherent, to whomy in retmnpens^ 
for his attachment, Mahmud left his throne, af« 
ter having reigned thirteen years* 

He possessed a handsome person^and wasverf- 
gener6us ; but the love of women, and hunting, 
by degrees^ impaired his character. It is report- 
ed, that his hunting equipage Was so liuignifi-' 
cent, that he kept four hundred greyhounds aad 
blood-hounds, each of which wore a collar set 
with jewels, and a covering edged with gold and 
pearls* He laid out so much in this es^nce, 
that he often wanted money to pay^ his troops^ 
and tor other occasions ; yet he did not oppre^ 
his subjects to recruit his coffers: he likewise re- 
strained his favourites from douig them any • kh* 
jury. He was merciful, good-natured, and pru- 
dent. He forbore to punish those who spoke 
ill of him. No prince ever studied the art of 
reigning more. He was skilled in grammais 
poetry, and chronology ; was very eloquent, and 
wrote a fine hand. 

-^ Mahmud left for his successor his bnoN 

1130. ^^^^ Togrol, sumamed Rocnoddin ; but 
his brother Massud disputed the crown 
with him, and several battles were fought be- 
tween them, for the space of the three or four 
years which he reigned. He was the second 
sultan of a branch of the Seljukians, who reigned 
in Persian and Arabian Irak ; which proves that 
the agreement between Sanjar and Mahmud, 
contained a division of the Seljukian empire of 
Irak. It does not, however, appeai> that the 



oiientel Idstorians conaider th^m astwosetmrate 
monarchies) but as one and the same. Togrol 
^ed at Hammadan, after he fasd reigned three* 
years^ He \ras just and valiant, good-tempered 
and liberal : he understood the art of .gpyemlng) 
and didnothing unbecoming a prince* 

Massud was at Bagdad when hi» bro* ^ ^ 
tftifer Togrol died ; and ^n^ilehis friends ^'^ ' 
sent ftisourier to invite him to Hamadan, 
then the^capitsd of the SeljukiaHs of Irak) the 
court party dispatched another to Dawd^ son of 
Togrol, with the same view : but the uncle hap* 
pening to get the start of the nephew, Massu4 
was unanimoudy saluted sultan by the grandees. 

He was scarcely seated on the throne, bejR>i^ 
he feond himself c^iged to make war on Al 
Mostarshcd, the twenty-ninth caliph of Bagdad 
of the £sunily of Al AbtM&s. It seeins, that in the 
rd|;nof Tognd, Dobays, who was govemor-ge^ 
neral of Irak Arabi for the caliph, plotted witii 
that attltui to surprise him in Bagdad ; but Tog- 
rol i^ifiing ill of a fever, prevented the execution 
of th» : Al Mostarshed's army also was victori- 
ous* This war fcisted till Massud came to the 
crown ; when the caliph, at the persuasion of 
some court lords, had his name suppressed in th^ 
public prayers, and even deprived him of the 
title of Sultan. 

Massud being informed of this injury, set out 
instantly from Ray, where he resided at the head 
of a powerful army, for the Arabian Irak ; from 
whence the caliph advanced, accompanied by a 
great number of his grandees. The two armies 
came to a battle, when the caliph's left wing de- 
serting to the sultan, he was surrounded and 
taken, while his right wing, after a slight opposi* 
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tkm, fled. After this defeat, Bagdad opened its. 
gates to Massud, without oppontbn. The sal^ 
tan» having had another war on his hands, cai^ 
ried Mostarshed with him into the province of 
Adherbijan. Being arrived at Maragba^ the 
caliph was confined in a tent, at a distance frooi 
the army, near the gate of that city, where mes- 
sengers passed between him and the sultan re-? 
lating to peace. At length it was agreed, that 
Al Mostarshed, besides paying yearly four hun- 
dred thousand crovms in gold, should remain in 
Bagdad, and not raise any other troops beside$^ 
his ordinary guaixls* 

After this agreement, that prelate was sufierf 
^d to ride on horseback, with the covering of a 
saddle carried before him, in token of honour* 
In short, he was ready to return to Bagdaci, 
when news being brought that an ambas^oc 
was arrived from sultan Sanjar, the people fol- 
lowed Massud to meet him ; and, among the restf 
some of those who had the care of the caliph. 
Twenty-four Batanists took the opportunity to 
get into his tent, and murder him, by giving 
him about twenty wounds, and cutting off his 
nose and ears. Many believed that Massud con«» 
trived this murder, and entered into a negocia- 
tion with him only to cover his design. 

Massud died at Hamadan, after he had reign- 
ed about eighteen years. He was a great lover 
of learned and pious men, humble and affable i 
and for religion, clemency, justice, and bravery, 
superior to all the Seljukians. He was the last 
of the sultans who had any power in the Ara- 
bian Irak; for, upon his demise, Moktaii de- 
prived the Seljukians of all power and autluK 
lity ID that city. 
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IMalec Shah IL succeeded his uncle Massudy 
but Eis reign was of no long contiauapce ; mAf 
indeed, he was wholly unworthy of the crown^ 
for he regarded nothing but indulging his a[^* 
tite, and left his affairs entirely to his minist^ttk 
His brother Mohammed found means to deprive 
him of his authority, which, however, he re- 
tained but a short time, when he re-ascended 
the throne, and, in a few days, died, at the age 
of thirty-two. 

Soiiman Shah being at Musol when his prede* 
cessor died, the great lords, after some debate, 
sent for him, and placed him on the throne ; biiQ 
as he gave himself up entirely to voluptuousness^ 
and the company of women, without attending 
to the affairs of the kingdom, they seized and 
imprisoned him, at tlie end of six months, ad* 
vancing, in his room, his nephew Ars- . j. 
Ian. Setting aside his bad conduct, for ^ jq^,] 
which he was deposed, he did not want 
for good qualities ; he was very fioniliar with 
those about him, and excelled in his behaviour^ 
person, and eloquence. Arslan was proclaimed 
sultan in Hamadan, <^ whom we have heard 
but little worthy of record, during a reign of 
fifteen years. He was a prince not only valiant 
and generous, but patient and good-natured to 
a high degree. He would not suffer any bod3r 
to be spoken ill of in his presence, nor eVer 
treated any of his domestics with severity or 
contempt. He was very nice in his diet and ap» 
parel ; for he had very rich vests of every kind 
and colour, wrought of gold, such as no ksu^ 
ever hsd before him. Togrol was the last sttltaiir 
«f the Seljuk dynasty of Persian In&. He auo- 
ceeded, and governed his dominions very h^pily# 
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under the direcUon of his maternal uncle, Kto- 
hammed ; after whose death a conspiracf broke 
<mt, which drove him fi>om his capital. At 
length, he returned, and appointed a day to re-^ 
ceive the submission of those who had acted 
against him. The lords did not &ii, at the ap^' 
pointed time, of appearing before him, but, in- 
stead of asking forgiveness, they seized upon and 
imprisoned his person. As soon^ however, as 
he regained his liberty, he raised an army, and, 
defeating the rebels, punished them severely. 

The sultan now, thinking he was delivered 
from all his enemies, abandoned himself to w€>* 
men and wine ; and, though he was told that 
Tukash, king of Kharazm, was raising a for- 
midable army to invade his dominions, yet he 
continued his debaucheries till, at length, Ta- 
kash arrived at the gates of Rey, while the sul- 
tan was still intoxicated. However, he put him* 
self at the head of his troops, and marched to- 
wards the enemy, boasting of what he would 
do ; but, raising his mace, as if he was going to 
strike, he discharged such a blow on one of the 
forelegs of his horse, diat the beast fell under 
him, and he himself was thrown on the ground. 
One of the enemies, seeing him &11, immedi- 
ately ran up, and, with one blow of his scymi- 
tar, put an end to his life, and the power of the 
Seljuks in Irak. The Seljukians of Irak were, 
in general, a race of very accomplished princes, 
emment for their courage, liberality, justice, and 
other virtues, both civil and military^ They 
owed their ruin chiefly to their great bounty, and 
indulgence to their fevourites : and thus have we 
seen completed the history of the first and prin- 
dp9l Seljukian dynasty* 
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The second branch or dynasty of the SeljuldU \ 

tn% denominated of Keraian, began towards 
A* D. 1063, and ended in 11 87, a space of one 
hundred and twenty-four years, and produced 
eleven sultans, whose names have not with cer- 
tainty been preserved. Their authority was cir- 
cumscribed to a small territory lying between 
Persia, Sejestan, Mekran, and Ormus ; and they 
possessed some islands and harbours in the Per* 
sian gulL The succession was, in general, here* 
ditary, from &ther to son, but, in default of thtt 
latter, it descended to the brothers and nephews ; 
whence it has been inferred, that this little stal» 
enjoyed the blessings of tranquilUtyf 
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CHAPTER XL 

The third Dynasty of the Seljuktans^ called that of 
Roimi, 



THIS dynasty of the Sdjukians denves U» 
nati^of Roum, fiom tbcsrJhaving reigned 
in Asia Minor, comprehending the kiogfdoms.of 
Pbmas, Bith^nia) Media, Phrygian Galatia, Ar? 
Menia Minor, Cappadoda, andodi6rstate8,.form^ 
ing a vait peninsula between the Euxiae Sea, and 
the Propontis and Archipelago, the Mcdit^rra?- 
nean Sea and Syria, as &r as the Euphrates ; all 
irhich composed a part of the Greek empire^ 
which the Asiatics knew under the iiame of the 
Roman empire, and they called those ccMU^triep 
the territories of Roum. The Arabs had peQfh 
trated into them through Syria, and the Turks, 
in pursuit of them during their wars, advanced 
into the interior of the country, drove out tte 
Greeks, and took possession of the territory of 
Roum, which they afterwards called Anatolia* 
The conquest was begun under Malec Shah> a 
Seljukian sultan of Peraia. He made over the 
cities he had captured, with a sufficient number 
of tnx^s to enable him to pursue his success, to 
^ ^ mieof his cousins, named Soliman, wha 
1074. ^^* *^® founder of the dynasty of the Sel- 
jukian Turks. 
The Greek writers agree with the account of 
diis i:onquest, and the commencement of the 
reign of Soliman, as delivered by the oriental 
authors, whom we follow ; for they teU us,, thftt 
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9b6fi af^r the death of the emperor Romanus 
Diogenes, the Turks broke Into the territories 
of the empire* Michael Ducas, his successor, 
being alarmed at this irruption, sent against 
them Isaac Comnenus, who, after having gained 
a few advantages, was defeated and taken pii- 
sonernear Cesarea. His brother Alexis, on his 
return, was attacked by a party of Turks, who 
had already made incurnons in Bithynia^ as far 
as Nice ; Alexis in this, and other instances, de- 
fending himself with extraordinary courage and 
address. About the same time, Isaac Comne- 
nus, newly made governor of Antioch, was slain 
in an engagement with a party of Tulips, who 
had made an irruption into Syria. 

After this event, several persons aspired to 
the empire, but Botaniates, being assisted by 
SoTiman, took possession of it. He raised forces 
to oppose Nicephorus Bryennius^ who aspired to 
the throne. This lord, during two former re- 
bellions in Europe, declaring himself emperor, 
had assembled some Turkish troops in Asia 
Minor, with which he overran that country, 
patting all the towns he took into the hands of 
the Turks. By these means, in a little time, 
they became masters of all Phrygia and Gala- 
tia ; in short, he reduced Nice in Bithynia, and 
struck terror through the whole empire : and 
thus, probably, that famous city came to be pos* 
sesaed by Soliman, who afterwards made it the 
seat of his new empire. 

Botaniates, greatly alarmed at these successes, 
sent an army against the enemy, under the com- 
mand of John, an eunuch, who encamped a 
little way from Nice, which he determined to 
bwrest; but, hearing of the sultan's approach to 
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the phcc.the eooQch ratmit mi Aih 
Twks puiwiBtly and hiiniMed huaegetremdj^. . 

As Botwiiates. had gained: the eiopire>by thff.^ 
Mpof the llarkflt aoh^^ eikiplOFed their {xmqbT' 
tiiovercQiiieNi€tpbiirii&; but thga^ adinM}^inM%> 
who mere leadf to joiii with any. party, to sen^t 
thw^Mmporpasefafterwards.aisist^ hia omt*^ 
petitota to detlMrone him* AA«tength he impli- 
ed the crown to Aleacis, in,thei ycaur loau 

Atlfaetime when Alcx»imeode4 thethnmc^ 
Solonan, who oommanded in Anatolia^, bad 
fixed his seat at Ntcc^ in Bithywat.and daily, 
tnade inreadawitfa hia Turks as fiur aa. the<Boa? 
phoKua ; bnt Amalis, by ordering armed barisa 
to scour the coaat, obliged them soaoLto afaaodod. 
il*- Pursuing hia advantages by. la»d». he retook 
Boisphoma, Tfaynia, and Btthynia:; wtoisupon 
the sultan aued for peace^ which waa graiHed. 
ihe Tnxk»i oncood^on that they kepVios the 
banka of the rtTer Draco, without ever paaaiog 
the botd& of Bithynia. 

The dissensions which agitated Conatanftiooi^ 
were very fitvourable to the enterprises- of Soli- 
aiuin, whose allianoe waajcourted by all the oon»- 
petitors in tui^uk Into whaiever treaties the con- 
tending piuties entered, he waa c<maide«^ as* tfi 
auxiliary, and} in consequence, constantly' ac«- 
quired some .small portion from; the. wreak, 
which served lo extend his domains. This.sul-- 
tanfortified himself in several provinces, whaift 
lie took possession of somei very advantageoua 
poats. In this, manner he became maater of 
, Antkicht and made Nice, in Bithy)u% the royal 
nasidenoe. Soliman either fell in battle, or skw 
J)imself^ after a defeats He govetned all the^ 
fH^m^ JyioS between . tb«;>4ii9saii> . tba : Sy«A». 
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cndtteikxte Sew, the Arohipiaagiiv 'stadliie 
coasts of I^mphiliaaid'CilicMu Aiter^ deatli, 
tiiey were daimed hf the govornors of Asia 
•Nfiaor. The etnpemc of CohiMaatifiople also reft- 
^akieAvoinie places by atrUHgem ; but thoogli 
Nice« the capital, was vigorously attacked, tfae 
Greeka eould not wrest it ^from the imiids oi 
-Pttcasa, the gorernor, who restored it to KiH§ 
Arslan, the eldest son of Solitnan^- 

When the news of Soliman's death reached 
itke ears of the govemoTB of Asia MincMv they 
tivlded hia territories among themsdves. Apel- 
kassem becaaoetordof Nice, fiunoiiaibr thep»T 
lace of the sQltfOis* He had before f^ven Cap^ 
fwdodatobia broCher FdUsas, ^bwt, behig natu- 
rally acdve, he thought it did not become ttat 
iJKgiiity df a sidttn to sit idle, amd made incur- 
aninsi»to9ithyma,asi&ras.thePiopontt8. Th« 
crinpeitorv ^finding ke could not be brought to )a 
4i«aty,9eiitm pon^ifed aimy, under Tatidus, to 
bni^ Nice, which encamped «t twelte sd^ 
Hlssennce imm that dty* 

The night fc^owiog,' a pacsant brought tht 
anfWsthlitP«tiat&wasa4>proaching, at the head 
«f My tboosand mens Tatidua iietired, and 
Apelkassem pf fttoed , and attacked him at Pre^ 
ante '; baft tiie French, who were in the army, 
headed by Taticius, concbing dii&ir lances with 
their naisal alertness, fell on them lUce tigbtning', 
de£Meithem,luidgave Tatidtefeianre tio retreat* 

ApeUcassem, with a desire to conquer tbe 
ifliaiids, built ships, with an int^lSon of tOdmgf 
Ibecity ofSdo ; but the emperor sent and b«ini( 
them in tbe harbour. At the same tihie, Tad- 
eins attacked and totally defeated ^t Ttnksi 
l^enipeciMr,wtbisoccattO% wrote an ^lUigi^ 
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htt^VfOtA^Vssiaaemy deisiripg him to derist ftoia 
Jhis firultless attempts* and invited him to come 
to Constantinople. That prince, understanding 
that Prosiik had taken many lesser to^uis^ acr 
cepted of the invitation, and was received with 
extraordinary honours. 

Pro&uk, soon after, laid siege to Nice, and^ 
having attacked it vigorou^y for_ three months 
Apelkassem solicited succour from the empenor* 
who sent him the flower of his troops, but .with 
orders to. act for his own interest, both parties 
beii^ his enemies* The Roman troops, being 
admitted into Nice, displayed their standards,; 
upon which Prosuk, believing the emperor 
liad entered the city, raised the siege, and re- 
tired. 

It will be proper to observe here, that as .soon 
as Malec Shah, who reigned in Khorasan, was 
infpraied of the success obtained against SoU^ 
man, he was alarmed, and, fearing^ he might 
grow too power^, sent to. the emperor Alexis^ 
to propose an alliance with him, by way of mais 
riage: offering, on tliat occasion, to withdraw 
the Turks settled near the sea-coast ; to abaAr 
don a certain number of small towns ; and fiir- 
nish him with troops, in case of need* . 

The emperor, desirous to recover the places 
without the.marrrap^e, prevailed on the messen- 
ger to turn Christian ; after which conversion, 
as he had a written order from the sultan/ for 
the Turkish garrisons to quit all the maritime' 
places as soon as the marriage was £^;reed on, 
he wen^ to Sinope, and, shewing the order to 
K-aratik, the governor, obliged him to depart 
without taking any thing away, and left it in the 
hands of Dakssenes for the emperor. Having, 
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%f the like ardficey removed ffae '1*01118 x^ of 
btber fowiis, and pcft in Roman ^gtrrifsote, he 
returnd^ to Constantinople, Vfhett he w^s ba{^ 
ti9ed, and received the title of diike of Ankhiaf- 
h«i» with cohstderableTtward^ 

The saltan was exceedinglf mdf6fied wfabft 
he understood these particuhm ; nevertheless, 
he sent a letter to the em^ieror, assching hitn 
timt, provided he gave his daughter in niarria^ 
to his son, he woiSd assist him with troops to 
present Apelkassem's incursions, and ^rest Aiy- 
dbch out of his hands* At the same time, he 
s^it Pusan, with forces, against Apelkassem; 
The emperor wrote an answer, which, without 
granting his demand, flattered his hopes* In 
the mean while, Pusan attacked Nice sercrai 
times ; but, being repulsed by means of the em- 
peror's succours, retired to Lopadion, on th^ 
riv^r Lampe. Ai soon as he was gone, Apel- 
kassem, loading fourteen mules with gold, set 
out for Pers&, to obtain the sultan's confirma-* 
tion in the government : but the sultan, who 
was then at Spaka, refusing to see him, ordered 
Mm to return to Pusa; saying, he would con- 
firm whatever the other agreed to. After a long 
and fruitless solicitation, he set out on his way 
home, but had not proceeded far, when he was 
met by two hundred men, who, by the sultan's 
order, strangled him. The ambtlssador, whd 
carried the emperor's letter, proceeded on his 
journey ; but hearing, before he reached Kho- 
fasan, that the sultan himself was assassinated, 
he returned to Constantinople. After Apelkas- 
filem had departed for Khorasan, Pulkas, his 
brother, took possession of Nice, which the em-, 
peibr, by large offers, tempted him to deliveif 
D d 2 
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up ; but he 8ttU put lum off, under pretence of 
expecting the return of his brother. While thi* 
matter was in i^tatioB) the two sons of Amir 
Soliman, escaping on the death of the murdered 
Sultan, by whom they were detained in prison, 
arrived at Nice, where they were received by 
those who had most power with the people, and 
acknowledged by Pulkas, who delivered up the 
city into their hands* From this revc^ti<m, 
which, according to the course of the Greek 
history, happen^ about the year 1093, wie date 
the commencement of the reign of Xilij Arslan. 

Nice having thus, after an usurpation of sev^^ 
ral years, been restored to the heirs of Soliman, 
Klig Arslan, the eldest, assumed the reins of 
government* His first care was to re«people the 
city, by recalling the wives and children of the 
old inhabitants, as he designed to honour it with 
the chief residence of the sultans. Then, dis- 
placing Pulkas, he made Mohammed govenxsr; 
after which appointment, he mardied towards 
Melicene. 

His chief expeditions were against the Greeks: 
he was likewise successful against those of hts 
own nation, who had usurped his cities, and 
gained some important advantages over the en*- 
saders, whom he dispossessed of Nice, which 
they had taken* He established another capital 
at Iconium, whence his successors derive their 
title of Sultans of Iconium* Kilij Arslan, hav-^ 
ing lost a battle, was drowned in attempting to 
escape across a river, which his horse was un* 
able to foixL He had held the reins of. pow«r 
fourteen years* 

The history of the sultans of Iconium is prin-^ 
cipaliy drawn from the Greek authors, who^ 
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haling no personal knowledge of them^ have 
icarceiy preserved any traits of these princes 
deserving notice, either of tiieir costoms, cha- 
lacters,' cht intrigues of their court ; in feet, no^ 
thing which vifl serve to interrupt the dull mo- 
notony of feats of arms, which are at all time* 
sdike-*-*<deva8tations, massacres, and conflagra-' 
tkttis. We are therefore ol^ged to collect fiom 
these wearisome narratives a few events^ moi« 
or less interesting, under the names and dates of 
these princes* 

It shouM, however, be mentioned, that at this 
period Peter the Hermit, author of the crusade, 
arrived at Constantinople, at the bead of eighty- 
thousand men, devoted to the recovery of Jerii- 
salem from the Turks. The emperor advised 
him to wait till Godfrey of Bulloin, and the 
other princes, arrived ; but Peter, confident of 
his own success, passed the sea, snd encamped 
near a city called HelenopoKs. From whidi 
place ten thousand Normans, who were among 
them, made an incursion as &r as Nice, commit- 
ting the most h<»Tible cruelties s but the gam- 
son of thiat city sallying out upon them, they 
Were obfiged to ^ctreatw They afterwards took 
Xerigorda, but Elkan, being sent with sotne 
troops by the sultan, recovered that place. 

That general, knowing the Franks to be very 
covetous^ contrived a scheme for their destruc- 
tion* He first laid his ambtiscade, and then 
commissioned two artful persons to publish in 
Peter** army^ that the Norraans had taken Nice, 
and seized an immense booty. On this report 
they ran, without any oixler, toward that city, 
and, falling into the ambuscade which had> been 
laid for th(»ra> were cut in pieces. The ninliber . 



«latn on both 4Ues Uraft so g^feftti ^tt fiieirbo^ 
<fics, being heaped together, formed a motii^uft^ 
Peter retired, with It timidl fMimbei^ of hi* men^ 
to Helenopolis, where the Turks Ti c ^kfc df and 
would h^e taken Inaiy had not the enipieNir'aent 
•ome tmops to relieve ^e ^ce« 

Soon aftor, the rest of the n^eatem princdl 
arriving, they ittvested Nice. The siihisin sent 
some troops to arnioy the Christians, hot they 
were defeated, as was the sultan himself, \.1ior 
hereafter could do no more than occasionally 
supply the city with proviMons and mte. The 
Franks, in a short time, made a genend assault, 
fOid the city surrendered^ 

The emperor thought this a good opportunity 
t0 recover other pieced from the Tuiks. Ac* 
cordihgiy, Smyrna, Ephesus, Sardb, PliHadef- 
phia, and other cities of less consequetiice, atft*-*" 
rendered to his victorious arms. In the mrean 
time, the emperor Alexis, prepared to assist th9 
Franks, who were besieged by the Turks, iti 
Andocii, and recovered several places out of 
their hands. About that time there arrived at 
Constantinople an army of Normans, {(mount- 
ing to one hundred thousand foot, and orie huh- ] 
dmiand' fifty thousand horse, witii an intention 
of conquering Khorasan itself; but the Turks, 
who were Skilled in the art of war, carried off 
all the provisions in the country through which 
they passed, so that they had no opportunity to 
get forage for their horses. The Normans, iti 
despair, rushed upon ihfcir enemy ; but the 
Turks, instead of engaging them at a distance 
with the lance, came to a close fight with their 
swords, and made a dreadful slaughter. The 
remainder fied with great precipitation towards* 
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ArmeDA ; but the horse leading the in&ntry be*. 
hmdf they were all slaia by the Turks, except* 
iag a few, whom tliey reserved, as it were, to 
make a shew in Kborasan. 

Kilij Arslan was succeeded by Sasan, . -. 
his brother. The coast of Asia having, iio6. 
by the late wars, been ruined, from Smyrna 
to Attalia, and those once populous and stately 
cities become hes^s of rubbish, the emperor sent 
Filokales to restore them* That nobleman first 
rebuilt Endromit, and peopled it with peasants 
and strangers. Afterwards, being informed that 
the Turks were assembling near Lampis, he sent 
thither some troops, who cut part of them in 
pieces, and -took a great number prisoners; 
using their victory so cruelly, that they boiled 
children to death. The Turks who remsdned 
puton mourning, and went over the country to 
excite their companions to vengeance. 

At the same time, Filokales reduced Philadel- 
phia without any trouble ; but, soon after, Ha- 
san, one of the chief commanders, who governed 
almost absolutely in Cappadocia, hearing of the 
barbarities exercised by the Romans, came at 
the head of twenty-four thousand men, and be- 
sieged the place. Filokales, who. abounded in 
stratagems, not having forces to take the field, 
forbade the inhabitants either to open the gates, 
appear on the walls, or make the least noise. 
Hasan, having been before the town three days, 
and seen no person appear, concluded that the 
besieged had neither forces nor courage enough 
to ms^e sallies. Hereupon, he divided his army, 
sending ten thousand men to Kolbiana, another 
party towards Smyrna, and a third towards Per- 
^amus, with orders to ravage the country; suid 



ke. lunnelf Mewed with aenotfh^r ipar^* 'As 
«Don a& Pik^cales saw the Turks thus divided) he 
sent troopA to attack them separately ; they jv> 
cordingly came up with and defeated the tw# 
first detachments, kilikig a great mimber of the 
men; hut could not ofvertake either of tht 
others. 

Some ^me after this •events Amii* Saysun 
marched from the £asty with a design to rvmge 
Philade^bia and the maritime cities* Theemr 
pexor, on this advice, sent a small body of troops 
«p tiie river Scamander to Endromit loid Thnt* 
kesion, to awsut his orders. <j^«ums comnuuided 
at that time, at Philadelphia, with a slvcnig gto^ 
rison, and Mooastres at Pergamus. The acmsr 
sent by the aultan of Khorasan, advanced ia 
two Indies; oDe«^ them crossed Mount Si)ictt» 
and.tke odier csardxed into Asia Minon Gih»- 
Fas went out to meet 4bhese latter^, and, -coom^ 
upwiHitiiematKeliiaafia, routed themii Whca 
the suttsn, wfae Jmd sent ihem, heard of t^s 
defeat, he dispatdied amfaasssdors to the eim 
pemvf who, after he hud p\it sevexai queslMls 
to theos conDenaitkg iflieir master, ooBdnded ti 
peace. 

He had inot hetm loog at rest b^re ht ^wm 
fdarmed with a new irruption <£ fifty thousand 
Turks fram Antatolia, and even &om Khorasto* 
TJie emperor, on this intelligence^ passed the 
strait ^m Ocmstantinople to Damatis ; and^ 
though ttfiUcted with the gout, dcove the dmrioc 
with his own hands. In three days he arrived ait 
Aigyia, where he easbapked for Givitot* At^ 
soon as he landed, he was infonned thai the* 
commanders of the enemy had divided their' 
fiMnce&mto scfiaiate bodies*. > ^4 



or Tit>» nMLjimiiars. Stt 

.■ MtatJoi oBdercd^ KaimtsM^ governor of 'Nke» 
t^fdlow' tbe Turks with five • hundred xneuv to 
watch their motteiis> but to avoid fighting. The 
gv^remer canoe up M^ththe sultan's arm^, and, 
fergetdni^ Itifr ovderSy attacked them iwith great 
iiiipetiiositfk The enemy, having heard of^ the 
emperor^s march, and, concluding that he had 
fidlei^upon them with all his forces, betoc^: 
themselves to flight ; but, beings made sensible' 
of their mis^Jce by a-priaofier, they rallied their 
faveesi; and, having met- with Kamitses, who 
.stayed tO'divide the spoil, insteadof getting into. 
Pannaene, attacked him at break ^ day : hir 
aeldieni< all- fied,^ excepting the Scythians, the' 
French, and a few Romans, who fought va* 
liantly ; • but most of them being at length slain, 
and'tnsiown hone kiUed,he sethis backagainstan 
oak, and managed his sword so^ffectually, that* 
1^ killed or wounded all who came within his 
msh. The Tui^ls, surprised at* his valour, 
and being desirous to preserve him^ Amtr^ Mo« 
hammed alighted off his horse, and, putting 
aside those who fought with h»m, said, ^^ Give 
me your hand, and prefer life te death." Ka* 
mitzes, unable to resist such a multitude, gave 
hift'haiid to Mohammed, who ordered htm to be 
tied on horseback, diat he might not escape. 

The emperor, discovering the road which tho: 
Turks had taken, took anothen He passed by^ 
Nioe ; then crossed Malagne and BasiHcus, two 
very narrow passes of the mountain Olympus. 
He afterwards marched to Aletines, and from 
thence to Adocus, witfi a design to get before 
the enemy. There being informed that they 
were encamped in a vaitey full of reeds, where 
they thought themselves in no danger, he fell 
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upon them with his fbrces^ killed ft vast nun^r^ 
and took a great multitude priso&ers; the rest' 
thought to escape> by lying concealed among 
the thick reeds : the soldiers could not c<»ne at 
them> for that reason, and the marshiness of the 
place: but Alexis having ordered the reeds at 
one end to be fired, the Turks flew from the. 
ikmes into the hands of the Romans, who killed, 
one half^ and carried off the other. 

Amir Mohammed, having been joined by the 
Turkmans and some other people of Asia Mi- 
nor, appeared at the same instant, to give the 
emperor battle ; and, though Alexis opened a 
way for himself, by defeating those he pursued^ 
yet Mohammed came up with the rear, com- 
manded by Aphelas and Tzipurcles, who, run- 
ning full speed against the Turks, Mohammed, 
who well knew how to make use of an advantage, . 
finding them at a distance from their soldiers^ 
shot at their horses, which, fidling, they were, 
surrounded and slain. Nevertheless, his troops; 
were put to flight by those left to guard the bag- 
gage and the horses ; iti which confiision Ka^ 
mitzes made his escape. 

Alexis, returning, went Uptake the air at the 
pass of Malagna, on the ^top of j^fount Olym- 
pus, whither the empress came to him, from the. 
pnnce's isle : there being informed that the Turks 
were at hand, he marched towards Nice ; but 
the enemy, without waiting for him, fled. How- 
ever, being overtaken by two of his generals* 
who, frqm the top of the Germinian mountains, 
observed their motions, they were defeated. 

The emperor, being arrived at Fort Saint 
George, passed on to the town of Sagydeum, 
and. thence to Helenopolis, where the empress. 



waited- hf a wind to return to ComttAtitiople. 
News being presetiUy brought of another Irrup- 
tion of the TurkS) Alexis marched to Lopadu^v 
amd thence to Khio ; where, being infomied that 
the enemy were at Nice, he retired to JV^skura ; 
b&tf understanding, afterwanls, that they were 
only %ing parties, who appeared about that city 
and Doryleum, to observe his motions, and not 
thinking himself yet sufficiently strong to fi^low 
them ^o Kogni, he turned towards Nicomedia. 
The enemy judging, by this motion, that he 
had no design to attack them, took their former 
posts, and renewed their incursions ; a circum^ 
stance which gave occasion to his enemies at 
court to reproach him with doing nothing, after 
having raised so considerable an army. 

'When the spring was past, Alexis judged it 
tithe to march to Kogni : fi'om Nice he passed 
to Giuta, and the bridge of Pithicus ; then hav- 
ir^, !n three days, arrived in the vast plain of 
Doryieum, he reviewed his army, and contrived 
a new method of drawing up his forces in order 
of battle. He found that the Turks did not fight 
like other people, joining their bucklers and bo- 
dies close together; but divided their troops into 
amain body and two wings, like three different 
arrnies : that, when one was attacked, the others 
moved to its assistance vnth extreme order : that 
they did not make use of lances, like the French, 
but endeavoured to close their enemies, and kill 
thfem With arrows i that their usual way of fight* 
ing was at a distance : and, whether pursuing <w 
pursued, tfiey made use of the bow, which they 
drew with such force and dexterity, that they 
nev^r failed to pierce either the man who attadti 
cd^tfiiem, or his horse. 

Vol. X* E « 
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For tlus reason, the emperor ordered his army 
to be drawn up in such a manner that his soldiers 
should oppose their bucklers to the side which 
was exposed to the Turkish arrows ; and that 
others should direct their shafts to that side which 
the Turks uncovered in using their bows. Hav- 
ing arrived at Santabaris, he divided his forces, 
in order to execute several different designs. 

The emperor was informed that Sultan Soli- 
man had set fire to ail the forage through Asia 
Minor ; and that another army of Turks was 
coming to oppose him : he consulted God, to 
know whether he shoukl march towards Kogni, 
or give battle to the Turks, who were coming 
from Filomilion. Having written these two 
questions on two pieces of paper, he laid them, 
In the evening, on the altar, and spent the night 
in prayer. In the morning tha bishop entered, 
and, taking up the first paper which came to 
hand, unfolded it, and read it aloud ; whereby 
he was determined to go to Filomilion. In the 
mean time, Bardas, having passed the bridge of 
Zompi, defeated a large body of Turks in the 
plain of Amorion, while another pillaged his 
camp. Being pressed hard afterwards, by a third 
party, the enemy came up entirely to rescue 
him. Alexis, having passed Mesonacte, near 
the lake of Forty Martyrs, arrived at Filomilion, 
which he took by storm : from hence he detachi- 
ed divers parties, to ravage the towns and villa- 
ges about Kogni ; these brought away a great 
number of Turks, and a prodigious quantity of 
plunder : they were followed by infinite crowds 
pf peasants, who came to take refuge in the eiti- 
peror's dominions* 

The emperor returning, in order of battle, fcf 
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a long time met with no Turks, although Mono- 
lykus kept on one side of him ^ith some troops: 
but being arrived in the plain, the enemy ap- 
peared* Monolykusi who was a man in years, 
and of great experience, began the attack, and 
continued it all the day, without making any im- 
pression on the Roman ranks* On the next day, 
Sultan Khliziastlan arrived, and, though he was 
no less surprised at the new disposition of the 
Roman army than Monolykus, yet, being in thd 
heat of youth, he reproached that old man with 
his pusillanimity. At the same instant, the sul- 
jtan attacked the rear, and sent two bodies to fall 
on the van and one of the wings* 

The Turks fought with great intrepidity. An* 
dronicus Porphyrogenitus, the emperor's son, 
who commanded the left wing, was killed. Ni^ 
cephorus Bryennius, who was at the head of the 
right, fearing the van would be defeated, ad- 
vanced to its assistance ; upon which, the Turks, 
with Sultan Khliziastlan, turned their backs, 
and re-ascended the hills. As those who escap- 
ed fled different ways, the sultan, with his cup- 
bearer, got into a chapel, upon a mount planted 
with cypress, where they were followed by three 
Scythians, and a Greek, who took the cup- 
bearer ; but Khliziastlan, not being known to 
them, had the good fortune to escape. In the 
night, the Turks assembled on the tops of hills, 
lighted a great number of fires, and howled like 
dogs. 

On the next day, the baggage, women, and 
children being placed in the middle, the army 
marched towards Amprus ; but, on the way, 
the sultan, having assembled all his forces, in- 
closedi and attacked them courageously : how- 
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(srer, he could not break their rank% which stood 
as firm as a waiL Being vexed^ and ashamed 
that he was not able to obtain any advantage 
against the emperor^ he held a council in & 
night, and, at break of day, sent to treat of 
peace. 

Alexis, who was then in the plain between 
Angustopolis and Aoronium, caused his army 
to halt, and went to the place of interview, with 
his relations and chief officers, guarded by some 
soldiers : the sultan came presently after, accom- 
panied by all his officers, with M<»H)lykus at their 
head ; who, as soon as they came in sight, alight* 
ed, and saluted the emperor : the sultan wouIA 
have done the same, but Alexis prevented him : 
however, when he was near, he alighted and 
kissed the foot of that prince, who presented him 
his hand, and ordered a horse to be brought foi5 
him ; then taking offhis mantle, he put it on the 
saltan. After this ceremony, entering on the 
Subject of peace, Alexis agreed that he should 
remain in possession of all the territories which 
^e Turks possessed before the reign of Dio- 
genes, and the battle in which he was taken pri* 
soner. Next day, the sultan and his officers 
signed the treaty, and the emperor made them 
rich presents. 

While this affair was transacting, Alexis, har^ 
ing discovered that Masut had conspired to as- 
sassinate Sultan Saysan, his brother, he advised 
him to stay with him till the plot was blown 
over ; but, trusting in his own power, he resolv- 
ed to return, nor would so much as accept of a 
guard to escort him to Kogni ; although he had 
been disconcerted by a remarkable dream : he 
thought a great s\fann of flies surrounded Mat 
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wh9e at dinner, and snatched the bread out of 
his hand ; and that^hen he went to drive them 
away, they, changed into lions* On the momii^ 
after, he asked a Roman soldier the memH]% of 
h\& dream ; who told him that the insults of 
the flies and lions seemed to denote a conquracy 
of enemies. Nevertheless, the sultan would be- 
lieve nothing, but ccffitinued his journey with 
more obstinacy than before. 

However, he sent his spies abroad, who, in- 
deed met vnth Masut at the head of an army ; 
but, having espoused his interest, they w^it 
backj and tcdd Saysan that they had seen no- 
Jbody on the road ; so that the sultan, proceed- 
ing without any mistrust, fell into the snare. 
As soon as he came in Mght, Gazi, son of the 
commander, Hassan Katuk, whom Saysan had 
put to death, set i^urs to his horse, gave him a 
stroke with his lance, which Saysan snatching 
out of his hands, said, with an air of contempt, 
** I did not know that women carried arms." 
Fulkheas, who was in his train, and held a cor- 
respondence with his brother Masut, pretending 
great zeal for his service, advised him to retire 
to Tyganion, a small city near Filomilion, where 
I he was very kindly received by the inhabitants, 
who knew he had made peace with the emperor, 
under whose obedience they were. 

Masut came presently after, and invested the 
place, on . the walls of which Saysan a{4>eared) 
and reproached his subjects with their pei^ious- 
ness ; threatening them with the approach of 
the Komans, and a punishment suitable to their 
crime. I These menaces were supported by the 
vigorous resistance made by the besieged. It 
; then thatPulkheas discovered his treacherjr ; 
Ee2 ' 
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fer, coming down fin>m the valU <^ pretence of 
encouraging the inhabitants to defend the place, 
he assured them that there was a powerfol army 
en die road to as«lst the besiegers, and that they 
had no other way to prevent their being plun- 
dered, than to surrender at discretion* The citi-^ 
sens following his counsel, delivered Saysan up 
to his enemies ; who having had no instrument 
with them fit for the purpose, made use of a can* 
dlestick, made red-hot, which was held before 
his eyes till he was deprived of sight. When he 
was brought to Kogni, he declared to his foster- 
-fether that he could see* The foster-&ther told 
this circumstance to his wife, who kept the secret 
«o well, that it became public in a few days ; and 
coming to the ears of Masut, it put him in such 
a rage, that he ordered Elgam, one of his com- 
manders, to go and strangle his unhappy bro- 
ther. 

Although this account of Saysan is but lamely 
introduced, and for want of some distinguislung 
marks, he may seem to be a different person 
from Khliziastlan, yet from the circumstances 
of the whole, they appear cleariy enough to be 
the same sultan, under two different names ; or 
• rather that, through inadvertence in compiling 
from two different memoirs, the name of Khli- 
ziastlan has been put in some places for that of 
Saysan. 

This event happened about the year of Christ, 
U 16, so that this sultan must have reigned ten 
.years. He was succeeded by Massud. 

J. The emperor, John Comnenus, who 

1116. succeeded Alexis, finding that the Turks, 

instead oi keeping their treaties maue 

with his fiither^ sacked several cities of Phrygia, 
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marched agtdnst, and defeated them* After 
which actbii he took I^aodiceay and enclosed it 
with walla ; he then returned to Conatantinoi^ 
butsQon after departed, 4n order to recover So- 
zopolis in the same country* As the city was 
defended by a strong garrison, and surrounded 
with precipices, he ordered some troops to hover 
at a distance, and shoot at the inhabitants* This 
stratagem drew them into the plain, as the em-^ 
peror expected ; and while they pursued the Ro- 
mans, who fled, they were cut off by an ambus- 
cade, by which means the city fell into his hands* 
He likewise reduced severol other places of 
smaller consequence ; then he invaded Armenia 
and Syria, talung in both several strcmg places, 
and dispersed the Turks in various parts of Asia. 
He suffered great inconvenience in the enemies' 
jcountry^ from the severe cold and want of pro- 
visions, which destroyed most of the horses of his 
army* Of this disaster the Turks took advan- 
tage, but being at length repulsed, the emperor 
returned to Neocaesarea, where he had several 
skirmishes with them, but did not recover that 
city ; a miscarriage, which was owing in a great 
measure to John Comnenus, his brother Isaac's 
son ; who, resenting that his uncle should order 
him to give one of his horses to an Italian, who 
had lost his own, joined the Turks, and chang- 
ing his religion, married, as it was said,. the 
daughter-pf Massud, at Kogni* 

In the course of the same year he marched into ^ 
Phrygia, to Attalia, a famous city, in order to 
repress the incursions of the Turks, who had, 
amongst tlie rest, seized the Palus Pugusianus. 
This is a lake of vast extent, with nuiny islands 
.in it, whose inhabitants, by trading with the 
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enemy, had become so much their friends^ that 
they joined fii opposing the emperor: but by 
means of vessels and engines, with which he bat- 
tered the isles, he reduced them at last, though 
Qot without the loss of some barks and men. 

While these things happened in the west, Mas- 
sud was not negligent in extending his dominiom 
in the east. In the year 1 143, John Comnenus 
died, and was succeeded by his son Manuel. 
One of his first cares was, to march against the 
Turks, who were ravaging Thrace, and having 
put them to flight, he pushed on directly for 
Kogni, at which time Massud was gone to tOr 
camp at Tazara. In behalf of her fe.ther Mas- 
sud, the wife of John Comnenus harangued them 
very ably from the walls of the city. The em- 
peror having reconnoitered the place, retired) 
but was forced to fight several battles on the 
road, in order to open a way back for his army* 

In the year 1 14^, Conrade, emperor of Gcp- 
many, and other Christian princes who had taken 
the cross, arrived at Constantinople, in their way 
to Syria, intending to pass through Lesser Asia* 
The Greeks were in such haste to getiid of them 
that their whole marine was employed to convey 
them over. The emperor Manuel took some, 
care about their subsistence, but at the same 
time ordered ambuscades to be laid for them in 
the difficult passes ; by which means a great 
number of them perished. The inhabitants of 
cities, in their march, instead of receiving and 
supplying them freely with provisions, shut their 
gates, and extorted from them exorbitant prices 
for such provisions as they thought fit to supply, 
in baskets lowered down from the top of their- 
walls. There were even some who spoiled the 
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flour, and mixed it with lime. Bat it is not cer- 
tain that all this was done by the emperor's order^ 
as was pretended ; although it was known that 
he had commanded base silver to be coined, to 
pay them for the goods they sold. In a word» 
there is no mischief which Manuel did not con- 
trive against them, that their posterity tnight, by 
the misfortune of their ancestors, be deterred 
from ever setting foot on Roman ground. 

The Germans and French had not marched 
far into Asia, before they were met by the 
Turkish army, commanded by one Pamplan, 
who, excited by the letters of Manuel, and aui^ 
mated by his example, attacked and defeated 
them* They afterwards appeared at the Mean* 
der, to oppose their passage ; but Conrade spu]> 
ring his horse into the river, his army followed ; 
and, passing over, fell on the Turks with such 
fury, that scarcely any escaped. The slaughter 
might be judged of by the vast mountains of 
bones in tiiat place, which Nicetas had himself 
beheld with astonishment. The same historian 
tells us, that after this glorious victory, the Ger- 
mans met with no enemy to oppose them, dur* 
ing the remainder of their march. But we are 
acquainted, by the western writers, who are best 
informed, that the disappearance of the enemy 
lasted only till the Franks came to Iconium, the 
capital of the Turkish dominions in Lesser Asia. 
This city they closely invested ; but it was so 
strongly fortified both by nature and art, as well 
as bravely defended by the Turks, that though 
they lay a long time before the place, they made 
no progress in Its reduction. At length, provi- 
sions &iling in their camp, such a mortality en- 
(lued among the soldiers, that the emperor Coq» 
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rade was glad to raise the siege> and retarli 
home. The cause of this mortality, and mis- 
carriage of the whole expedition, is generally a&- 
cribed to the treachery of the Greeks, whom 
they charge with having betrayed the designs of 
the Christians to Sultan Massud. 

Massuer, at his death, divided his dominioofi 
and provinces among his sons. He gave to 
Kelej-Arslan his capital, Kogni, with the places 
depending on it : to his son-in-law, Jagupasan, 
the cities of Amasia and Ancyra, with Cappado- 
pia : and to Dadun, the cities of Caesarea and 
Sebaste. The three brothers did not live in uni- 
ty ; for the sultans of Kogni and Cappadocia en- 
vying each other's possessions, carried their com- 
plaints before the emperor Manuel, who secretly 
widened the breach between them ; though he 
openly agreed to assist Jagupasan, through the 
aversion which he had to the sultan, a prince of 
a gloomy, disposition, who studied the death of 
all his kindred, and often made incursions on the 
Roman territories. 

. The sultan afterwards went to meet the em- 
peror on his return to Constantinople, from his 
c^cpedition ;to the west, and was received with 
joy, as he imagined his presence would serve to 
settle his affairs in the east : a triumph was or- 
dered on that occasion ; but the people were so 
terrified with an.earthquake, which threw down 
the best houses in the city, and darkened the air 
with vapours, that his pageantry was but little 
regarded. During the long stay which the sul- 
tan made at Constantinople, he often diverted 
himself with public shows. 
, The emperor, who had made him considerable 
presents, earned him one day into his cabinet i 
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«nd haling shown him a great deal of gold and 
silver coin, wrought plate, splendid habits, and 
rich silks, displayed for that purpose, asked him 
which of these parcels he would have ? The sul- 
tan said, he should receive with respect that 
which was agreeable to his majesty to give. 
Manuel then demanded if, with the money which 
he saw, he should be able to humble his ene- 
mies ? Khliziastlan answered, that he would have 
done it long ago, in case he had been master of 
but part of that wealth. Then, said the empe- 
ror, I will give you the whole, that you may 
judge what a monarch possesses, who can make 
such magnificent presents. 

The sultan, charmed with such liberality, en- 
gaged to restore to Manuel the city of Sebast^, 
with its dependencies. The emperor accepted 
the offer with joy, and promised to make him 
farther presents, provided he performed his en- 
gagements ; and to induce him to keep his word, 
sent Constantine Gauras with the money and 
troops. But Khliziastlan was no sooner arrived 
atXogni, than he ruined Sebaste, took Csesarea, 
drove Dadun out of his territories, and went in 
pursuit of Jagupasan, who died while he was 
raising forces to oppose his enemy. 

The emperor ordered the ambassador to re- 
proach the sultan, in his name, with his breach 
of faith and inconstancy : but Khliziastlan, far 
from paying any regard to his remonstrances, 
though he called him feither, went to Laodicea, 
which, at that time, was not walled, and carried 
x>ff a great number of prisoners, as well as cattle, 
killing also many people, and amongst the rest, 
ihe bishop. The Turks committed other ta- 
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vag«8 ; but Mim^I restFained thetn^ «ftd lHik 
lieveral forts to secure the frontienu 

The sultan baving recei^red a reiDforceineiit 
from Mesqxytamia, sent an embassy todemand 
peace of the emperor, on his own terms ; which 
ali tiie persons of experience advised him to ac* 
-eept; representing, that the cavalry of the Tuite 
w^ invincible ; that they -had seized the inac- 
ces»ble parts of the country ; and that a cofiti^ 
gious. distemper already prevailed in the RomaA 
army. But Manuel, suffering himself to be led 
by lus relations, who had never been in a camp 
before, sent back the ambassador, without pro-' 
posing any terms* The sultan having applied 
.for peace a second time, and received no other 
answer than that the emperor would satisfy his 
demands when he came to Kogni, he prepared 
an ambuscade in the pass of Sybrtza, through 
whidi the Romans were to march* 

It is a long valley,^ bounded on one side with 
h^h mountains, and on the other by deep pre- 
cipices* The emperor, instead of detaching a 
body of light troops to reconnmtre the country 
and clear the way, divided his army into six bo- 
dies, and marched behind the baggage, at the - 
head of the fifth, which consisted of the flower 
i>f his troops* The two first corps passed the 
most dangerous places without any loss; be* 
cause they covered themselves with their buck- 
lers, and vaKanlly fought the enemy, who at- 
tacked them from the tops of the rocks* For 
want of liiese precautions, the right wing, which 
made the thind body, was brc£ien and cut to 
pieces, with Baldwin, the emperor's'brother4n- 
law, who commanded them* The Turks, elated 
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with'tHuisuoeeBS, tdockeduptiie pass entirely; 
so that the Romans could neither advance nor 
retreat : ia a iDoment both men and horses were 
^erced with infinite showers o£ arrows, which 
oov&red the ground with dead bodies. 

The enemy made great efibrts to defeat tho 
IIKiops which were about the emperor, who tried 
sevoiid times to repulse them, and open a pas* 
sage : but not being able to compass his demgn, 
he threw himself almost alone into the micUle 
of them, and happily escaped, after he had re-> 
ceived several wounds : about thirty arrows 
were stidcing in his buckler, and his casque was 
half beaten off. In the mean time the soldiers 
fell thick in the battle ; and those who escaped 
this &tai pass, perished in the Talley. I'he 
whole defile consisted of seven vallies, one within 
another, the entrance of which was pretty wide^ 
and the exit very narrow. A violent wind hap- 
pening to raise clouds of dust, both parties 
fought for some time in the dark, killing indif- 
ferently their friends and foes. However, a 
much greater number of the Romans were slain 
than of the Turks, and chiefly the emperor's re- 
lations. 

When the storm was over, men were seen bu- 
ried up to the waist among dead bodies, extend* 
ing their arms^ and imjdoring help with lament- 
able cries, without being able to obtain any, 
from men who were in too much danger them- 
selves to think of assisting others* 

Tlie emperor appeared abne, without his ar^ 
mour-bearer or guards, resting himself under a 
wild pear-tree; there was only one horseman 
who offered to assist him, and tried to refit his 
head-piece. At the same time a Turk seized the. 

Vol. X; F f 
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bridle of hi* horse, but he struck him dotm 
ivith a piece which remained of his lance* 
Others advancing to take him, he drove them 
off with the lance of the horseman who attend^ 
ed him, killing one of them, while his assist- 
ant cut off the head of another with his^ sword. 
Having been joined at length by ten Romans, he 
surmounted, with incredible fittigne, the difficul- 
ties of the passes : then crossing the river, and 
marching over dead bodies, he found a troop of 
bis soldiers, who came up as soon as they saw 
him. He beheld in the way, John Cantacuze- 
nus, who had married his niece, fighting very 
valiantly, but at length killed and strif^d up<M> 
the spot. Those who had slain him, perceiving 
the emperor, made a ring, -closing their ranks^ 
to surround him. They were mounted on barbs^ 
well trained, which, among other ornaments, 
had long collars of hair, with little bells. Mi^* 
nuel, encouraging his men, repulsed the enemy 
vigorously, and still advancing, at length joined 
the first legions. 

Contostephanus and some others arrived itk 
the evening. They passed the night in the 
greatest anxiety, and accounted themselves no 
better than dead men, considering the dangers 
which surrounded them. What terrified them 
most was to hear the Turks coursing round their 
camp, calling aloud to their countrymen to quit 
it, for that the next morning they would put all 
to the sword. The emperor hereupon conceived 
the design of flying privately, and leaving his 
people to be slauQ;htered ; nor was he ashamed 
to own his intention to his friends, who were 
filled with indignation. 

A soldier who was without the tent, andheand 
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wJtot he aaidy ndsing his voice, cried out, ^ What 
a detestable thought has entered into the mind of 
the emperor V Theo addressing his speech to him, 
^ Is it not you (said he) who have brought u$ 
to perish here, under rgcks which bruise us, and 
mountains which overwhelm us ? What have we 
to do in this valley of groans and tears, in this 
descent to hell, in the midst of precipices and 
pits ? We have had no difference with these bar- 
barians who have enclosed us within this chain 
of mountains ; it is you who have led us to the 
slaughter to sacrifice us as victims." This bold 
speech touched the emperor, and induced him 
to subm^ to the necessity of the occasion. 

While no hope seemed to1)e left for the Ro- 
mans, tlie sultan, by persuasion of the principal 
men of his court, who in time of peace received 
pensions and presents from the emperor, pro- 
posed to offer him terms of peace. However, 
jthe Turks, who knew nothing of their master's 
intentions, prepared at day-break to attack the 
camp. Twice the Romans made a sally to re* 
puke them, without gaining any advantage. In 
the mean time, the sultan sent Gauras, who» 
having ordered hostilities to cease, and saluted 
the emperor after the Turkish fashion, presented 
him with a sword, and a horse which had a sil- 
ver bit, and was very well trained, making use 
of the most gentle words to comfort him. Ob- 
-serving that Manuel had on a black vest over 
his cuirass, he said, " That colour is not propel* 
in time of war, and presages no good luck.^ 
The emperor smiling, gave him the vest, which 
was adorned with gold and purple. A&erwards 
he concluded and signed the peace. 

The emperor designed to avoid returmng by 
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the field of tiattile; but the guideft brought laai 
directly through it^ that he might beheld at leU 
mire the de|>iorable spectacle* In short the tbI* 
leys and forests were covered, and every, hollow 
filled, with dead bodies. The heads were afi 
scalped, and the privy parts cut off; a precau- 
tion taken by the Turks, that the ChristiatM 
might not be (Mstinguislved from the cinmm- 
ctsed, as weH as to shew that the victory wan 
theirs. 

When the Romans had passed the streif^ of 
the mountains, they were attacked again by the 
Turks, who pursued them in parties, ukI kHled 
the sick and wounded, who were not in a con* 
dition to defend themselves, notwithstanding all 
the care that could be taken to prevent these 
hostilities. It is said the sultan, repenting that 
he had let the prey slip out of his hands, had 
given his soldiers liberty to commit those vio* 
lences, which continued till they reached Koae» 

The Turks afterwards besieged Claudiop<4is ; 
and the emperor ran to its relief with incmiiUe 
diligence, without any equipage besides his arms* 
He crossed Bithynia by the light of torches : 
he passed the nights without sleep ; and when 
fiitigue and watching obliged him to take a little 
rest, he lay upon nothing but straws At the 
news of his approach, the Turks betook them- 
selves to flight, and the citizens were filled with 

Khliadastlan, who greatly feared the emperor 
Manuel, no socmer heard of his death, than he 
Went and took Sozopolis ; and several provinces 
Tohmtarily submitted to him. This prince, who 
enjoyed a vigorous state of health, though up^ 
wards of seventy years of age, understanding 
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tint Aadmuctts vfm supcowied «i Ac imperiil 
(NKine 1^ Isaac Ajogelus, sent Ajour Sames with 
sonae hom^ to make an irn^ptkHi i|ito ThraoQi 
fro«&'Wheaoe he i^tumed with maaf prisoiwsi 
imd much ^under : for the {latioos o£ the east 
attftwed the Romans to lemaia no looger in re* 
pose^aa^liey made them preaeats, or paid them 
aaanniial tribute) wluch was the ivsay of keepr 
in^them quiet uaed^hy th&empeiore ^that age^ 
who, in this respect, says Nicetas, were weakeir 
than women^ who handle nothing but the apindle 
and dtstaff. 

. Akhough the Germans were masters of Kog^ 
m, they would not go into the city, but were com 
tent to lodge in the suburbs, and there taket the 
provisions which they wanted* The Turks, ap^ 
pmhending that the emperor intended to coor 
quer their country, endeavoured to gain his af? 
fectioR by fiUae offers of service : but after ho 
had 40eoeived some of their children in hostage^ 
he left their frontiers with guides, and continued 
Ms march into Armenia, where he was received 
wi^' great honours. In a few days he proceed 
ed to Antioch, and soon after was unfortilmately 
drowned in passing a river* 

Alexis, who pret^ided to be the son of the 
emperor Manuel, disguised his imposture with 
so nmch art, that he imitated the true Alexis, 
even to the colour of his hair, and hesitation ifi 
his speech. He made his first appearance in the 
cities afc>ng the Meander: then going to Ar- 
male, discovered himself to a Roman, with 
whom he k>dged9 telUng him that his father had 
ordered him to t3e thrown into the sea, but that 
he was saved by the compassion of the officers. 
vho were charasd with that cruel maiidate» 
Ff2 
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Going to Kognl, he presented himself before' the 
old sultan, who had not then been driven frotn 
the throne, and had even the boldness to repfoach 
him with ingratitade, not to be affected with the 
disgrace of the son of the emperor who had been 
his friend. Khiiziastlan, deceived by vamc 
marks of resemblance which appeal^ in ' hia 
face, made him presents, and gave him h<^)e8« 

One day, boasting of his birth in the pras^nce 
of the Roman ambassador, the sultan asked the 
latter if he was sure that this pretender was Ma« 
nuel's son ? The ambassador answered^ it w«b 
certain that the son of Manuel had been drown- 
ed, and that it was in vain for the impostor to in- 
vent a story which would meet wiUi no cre^ 
The false Alexis was highly provoked at this 
adswer ; and all the as^stsoice he obtained from 
the sultan was only letters which permitted him 
to inlist sokliers ; by this means he drew to h» 
party Almuras, Arsan, and other commandeis 
accustomed to rapine. In a short time he ga- 
thered eight thousand men, with whom, by force 
or composition, he reduced many cides upon the 
Meander. 

Several generals, and lastly Alexis, the empe- 
tor's brother, were sent against him : but they 
could do nothing effectual, for fear of being be- 
trayed by their soldiers, who shewed more incli- 
nation to serve their pretender than their lawful 
emperor* Nor was the infection confined to tiie 
j)eople only ; the principal persons at court were 
pleased with this illusion : but while the power 
of this impostor increased evei7 day, and -he 
seemed to be in a fair way of compassing bis de- 
sign, he v/as suddenly taken off by an unexpect- 
ed incident ; for having returned from Amalc 
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tD PiBse^ and drank more than vamsalf he was 
slidik by a priest with his own sword* When his 
head was hrougfat to the setwstocnitor AfexiS) 
iie pushed bade the lo|^ hair with his horse^whip^ 
mvd. sattd, tiiat it was not without reason that so 
^tsatny had been (fistx)sed to Urilow him. - 
< "^KiHj Arslan died in his cajntal in the year 

- This iMtnce was grandson to the first of that 
Bame ; and distii^iuished himself not oniy by 
the inmrs which he carried on against his neigh- 
bours the Greeks, but also by his wisdom, jus- 
tice, ieind skill in goTenring his people* He left 
his son, Gayathoddin Kay Khasraw, for ius suc- 
cessor* 

Alexis Comnentis, who succeeded Isaac in the 
empire, had scarcely been three months on the 
throne^ before news arrived of another pretender, 
ft Cilician, who had taken the nan^ of Alexis, 
and was well received by the sultan of Ancyra, 
with a design to embarrass the emperor, and 
obliged him to buy his friendship* j£nopotitus, 
the eunuch, who was sent against him, being 
able to do nothing, he went in person, tlunklng 
to make an alliance with the Turks ; but they 
refused to ccmclude a peace with him, unless he 
paid them down five hundred pounds of coined 
tnlver, and three hundred every year, besides 
Ibur hundred silk vests* Alexis having destmy- 
ed some forts, returned to Constantin<^le, after 
two months employed in this expedition, leaving 
the pretender to encrease injxjwer ; and doubt- 
less he would have done a great deal of mis- 
chief, if his thix>at had not been cut in the fort of 
Zangre* 

liofwev^r, the sultan of Aocyra carried on the: 
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war, and faeneg^ Drndibriswil^ idl 4ik»4i«Keai 
At the end of foar moatiis, iFeops^HTived under 
tbtee yoang clne&, Ttfaeodin^ Uramis, MkdjnKilh' 
cm Katfdudon, and Theodore -Kaaamis ; hut'^ 
Tu^ks Iflfing an ansbuscade, attacked them at 
day-break, put tibem toiffigfat, kiUed^^gveaftfrnia^ 
ber, and among the prisoneys, took two of the 
generals, whom they dragged, with their hattM^ 
tied behind their badcs, as a iq)ectacle to tiie be« 
staged. The inhabitants, discocffaged at the 
sight, and being in great want of proviaioiia, de^ 
livered up the city,* on condition of haamig the 
liberty to retire mth theh* families and efieets* 
When the war had lasted a year and a half, the 
emperor made peace with the sultan, and ivaa 
not ashamed to agree to the terms yrbkh he had 
xefosedhefforethe place was be8ieged» 

Theodore Mangafes, after his revolt at Piula^ 
delphia, and peace inad^ with the emperorj to 
avoid the attempts of Basilius Vataces, governor 
of Thrace, fled to Kay Khosrawj sultan of Kog* 
ni, and intreated him to supply him with trobps 
to make war upon the Romans* The sultan, in« 
stead of granting his request, only permitted him 
to assemble some Turks who lived by plunder* 
Having collected a multitude of these, he in- 
vaded the empire, doing incredible damages in 
Pfarygia, especially about Yaodicea and Kone, 
and in Karia ; after which exploits he retired 
with abundance of prisoners and cattle. The 
emperor fearing that Mangafes might by his ad- 
vice corrupt that young prince, who had but 
lately succeeded his father Kilij Arslan, sent 
ambassadors, who, by presents, prevailed on him 
to deliver up that refugee, on condition that he 
should not receive any corporal punishment*' 
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This aetion of the sultan so displeased his bro- 
thers, who had divided with him their &ther's dOi- 
minions, that they would have made war upon 
him} if he had not appeased them, by alleging, 
that he had not betrayed him, but only sent him 
back for the good of the state ; diat he was a 
banished man whom he had settled agidn in his 
own country, that he might no longer persecute 
others, or be persecuted himself. 

Towards the end of the third year of his reign, 
Alexis, upon a very frivolous occasion, broke 
the treaty which had been made with Kay Khos- 
roes, sultan of Iconium. This prince stopped 
two horses which had been sent the emperor by 
the sultan of Alexandria ; and one of them hav- 
ing broken a leg in running, he sent to apologize 
for both those accidents, and promised to make 
satis&ction* 

Alexis, instead of being pacified with this ci- 
vil excuse, flew into a rage, and threatened ven* 
geance ; but at last took revenge upon himself, 
by ordering the merchants from Kc^ni, Romans 
as well as Turks, to be seized, together with 
their effects, which were soon squandered away. 

Kaykbosraw having made peace with Alexis, 
repaired to his court, dressed in a robe adorned 
with gold point, just as his &ther had done be- 
fore, to that of the emperor Manuel, during the 
disputes which he had with his brothers, after the 
death of their &ther Massud; but as Manuel as- 
sisted Kilij Arslan with forces beyond his hopes, 
Kaykhosraw received nothing fit>m Alexis but 
common civilities* . He had since retun\ed to 
Kogni, when he was pursued by Rocnoddin, and* 
forced to fly into Armenia, where he was kindly 
received by Leon, although formerly he had 
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been at war vnnh him. That priace) liowever, 
afforded him no assistance against his brother, 
with whom he said he was allied, because he 
foresaw that the war would be very bloody* Up- 
on thb Kaykhosraw returned to the emperor, in 
hopes of being restored by his means ; but this 
second hope being as vsdn as the first, he conti* 
nued at Constantinople in a private condition* 
This revolution happened, according to the corns- 
putation of the Greeks, in the year 1 19^. 

Rocnoddin Sotiman having deprived his bro- 
ther Kaykhosraw of hb share in the empire, in 
the same manner as he had expelled his other 
brothers, the whole became again united under 
one prince. 

Not long i^ter this event, the . emperor sent 
Constantine Frankopolis, with six gallies, into 
the Euxine Sea, under pretence of getting up 
the wreck of a ship which had been cast away 
near Kerasonts, in returning from the river Fa** 
sis : but in reality to rob. the merchants, who 
landed their goods at Amintus. Frankopolis 
following exactly the. orders which he had r^ 
ceived, spared no vessel whatever; plundeiing 
those which carried commodities to Constanti- 
noi^e, as well as those which had returaed, with 
the price of such as they had sold in that port« 
They ^w some of the merchants, and threw 
them into the sea ; the rest they pillaged in a 
shameful manner. These presented themselves 
before the emperor's palace, and entered th^ 
great church, with tapers in their hands, to de- 
mand justice ; but their effects having been aK 
ready sold, and the money confiscated, they 
could obtain no redress. 

The merclumts of Koniyah had recourse tQ 
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Rocnoddiiiy who, by his ambassadors, demanded 
restitution of what had been taken from them^ 
and at the same time proposed a treaty of peace. 
The emperor laid all the blame on Frankopolis : 
however, the articles of peace at length taking 
place, Rocnoddin had fifty mins of silver to sa- 
tisfy him and his subjects, besides the promise of 
a yearly tribute. Some days after, Alexis was 
convicted of an attempt against the sultan's life ; 
for he had sent a very polite letter to that prince 
by a Kassian, whom he had bribed to assassinate 
him ; but the bravo being arrested, the plot was 
discovered, and the peace broken as soon ad 
made, which rupture occasioned the ruin of 
' many cities of Anatolia. 

At the same time Michael, the natural son of 
I John the sebastocrator, a froward and passion* 

I ate young man, having been sent to collect the 

taxes due from the province of Mylassa, revolted ; 
but being defeated, fled to Rocnoddin, who re- 
ceived him very civilly, and supplied him with 
troops, with which he plundered the cities about 
the Meander, and committed horrible cruelties^ 
Great disputes were excited between Roc- 
noddin and his brother Kay Khosraw, but at 
length peace was concluded between them ; and 
Rocnoddin, after he had reigned twenty-four 
years, died, and was succeeded by his son Kilij 
Arslan III : but as soon as his uncle ^ j. 
Khosraw heard that his brother was j^-' 
dead, he left the castle, where he resided, 
near Constantinople^ and, posting to Koniyah, 
seized the young king ; took possession of the 
city ; stripped him of the rest of his dominions ; 
and ascended the throne himself for the second 
time. 
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Soon after this, Khosraw lud akge to the 
city of Attalia, imagining that it was not in a 
ccmdition of defending itself : in thi% however^ 
he \ras mistaken, and obliged to retire, after he 
had been six days before the place. 

Khosraw, after the death of Soliman, ui^ted 
under his authority the whole country of Ico^ 
nium. Having become a powerful monarchy 
he took up arms against the Greek emperor, 
Lascaris ; not the same who had replaced the 
diadem on his head* The two princes met in 
battle ; and Khosraw, whose strength was ex- 
traordinary, rushed towards Lascaris, stunned 
him with a blow of his mace, and dashed him 
to the ground* The Greek, in falling, drew his 
sword : the Turk, darting on him a contemptu- 
ous look, ordered his people to caiFry him >off 
the field ; but, as he turned his back, Lascaris, 
who had recovered from the shock, hamstrung 
Khosraw's horse* The animal reared and fell* 
In that instant Lascaris thrust his sword into 
the sultan's body, cut off his head, and fixed it 
on the point of a lance* The Turks, terrified at 
this spectacle, fled, and abandoned the victory 
to the enemy* Hissons, Kaykaws and Kacko* 
bad successively filled the throne* 
^ jj Of Kaykaws very little is mentioned^ 
1210. except ^^t, after having reigned a single 
year, he died of a consumption in Sie 
lungs* Kaibobad reigned seventeen or eighteen 
years, and has left behind him the character of 
a prudent and sagacious prince* He kept a 
very strict eye over his nobles and dependants* 
He was serious in his exterior, and possessed 
great firmness of mind* He is known to Euro* 
pean writers under the title of Aladin L whQ 
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acquired more reputation than all the sultans of 
his racC) and passed for one of the greatest 
princes of his time. He generally gained some 
advantages in all the wars in which he was en«^ 
gaged ; but' was, at last, obliged to acknowledge 
die Moguls for his masterSi^ He died suddenly, 
at a great feast which he made for his nobles 
and dependants, just as he Was boasting of the 
exten^of his dominions and the greatness of his 
power. 

It was under this sultan that both Ortogrol 
and Otfaman, his son, founder of the present 
Ottxyman race and empire, served with their fol- 
lowers, and laid the foundation of their future 
greatness* 

Aladin being dead, the princes took 
the oath of fidelity to his son, Gayatho- j" 5* ' 
dm Kay Khosraw. In a very short time 
after, tiie Moguls advanced, with a design to 
invade tihe Rumean territories ; but, on Gayo- 
thodin sending forces into Armenia, they thought 
proper to desist. 

At this time a Turkman prophet, called Baba, 
appeared at Amasia, who drew after him mul- 
titude»of people by the strange tricks which he 
had performed, in order to deceive them. He ^ 
sent Isaak, a disciple, in a doctor's gown, through 
the oountry, to make proselytes, who succeeded 
so well, that he collected an army of seven thou* 
sand h^^ and foot. Thus strengthened, they 
began to propagate their doctrines by force, 
making war upon all who would not say, ^* there 
is no Cod but God Baba, the apostle of God.'* 
They slew a great number of the inhabitants, 
both Mdiammedans and Christians, who refused 
to fellow them; they likewise routed all the 

Vol. X. G g 
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trqops which opposed them in their way Jo 
Amasia. 

Gayathodin sent an army against them, in 
which was a body of Franks ; but the Mussul- 
rtien giving way through fear, the Franks placed 
themselves in the front of the battle, and, ftiak- 
ing a vigorous attack, put the rebels to flighty 
and killed every man. The two doctors, Baba 
and Isaak, were taken alive, and put to death. 

Gayathodin marched towards the Moguls, 
with a great number of men and military stores. 
The two aniiies met, but, on the first attack, the 
sultan's forces turned their backs and fled* ' The 
sultan, astonished at the event, likewise fled to 
Caesarea, carrying with him his wives and chil- 
dren. 

The' Moguls, no less surprised at the flight of 
the enemy, kept themselves quiet all that day, 
suspecting it was only an artifice to draw them 
into ambuscades ; but, as soon as they were in- 
formed of the truth of the matter, they pur- 
sued them to Caesarea, where the citizens oppose 
ed tliem for a ahbrt time; but' at length the 
Moguls, taking the place by storm, put the 
principal inhabitants to the sword, torturing 
them, in order to discover their riches. 

After this exploit, they returned, ^ carrying 
with them their women and children, without 
entering farther into the sultan's dominions ; 
and the sultan, finding himself in no condition 
to oppose, the enemy, sent ambassadors to de- 
sire peace, which was granted him, on condition 
that he should annually pay a large tribute in 
money, vests, horses, and other things of value. 

Gayathodin sent an army to besiege Tarsus ; 
but, as they were <m the point of taking it, news 
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anived of liis death, upon which they retired 
from before the city in autumn, when there fell 
very heavy rains* 

This prince indulged himself in wine, was idle 
and loquacious* He led a life very unbecoming 
his idignity, giving way to pernicious pursuits. 
He married the daughter of the king of the 
G^rgians, who, however, he loved to such ^ 
degree, that he had her image stamped upon his 
coin. The reverse of some was a lion, with the 
sun over its head. The astrologeps told him, 
thaU in case he had the figures engraved which 
represented his horoscope, he should succeed in 
all his designs. 

He left three sons, Azzodin, Rocnoddin, and 
Aladin. He declared the eldest his successor, 
appointing for his tutor and atabeck, Kortay, a 
person of great integrity and rigid chastity. 

Azzodin having succeeded, by his fa- 
ther's appointment, the great officers and ^* ^' 
nobles took the oath of fidelity, and he 
was prayed for in the pulpits. In the next year 
ambassadors came from the great khan at Oktay, 
requiring the sultan to come and pay him hom- 
age ; but he^ excused himself, alleging, that as 
both the Greek and Armenian kings were his 
enemies, they would seize the dominions in his 
absence. He therefore loaded the ambassadors 
with presents, and sent them away. 

Some years after, several* other ambassadors 
came in succession to sultan Azzodin, requiring 
him to go and pay homage to Mangiddmn. He 
accordingly set out ; but hearing at Siwas that 
the omera or chiefs were inclined to place Roc* 
noddin on his throne, he returned in haste to 
Koniyah, and dispatched Alaoddin in his room 
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with letters, setting forth, that he had s&nt his 
brother, who was no less king than himself, but 
that he could not come, because his atabeck 
Kortay was dead, and his enemies, to the west, 
were at war with him : however, that when he 
was delivered from the fears of them, he would 
wait on the khan in person* Alaoddin accord- 
ingly set out, but died on the way, before he 
reached the place where the khan was en- 
camped. 

Azzodin,* conceiving that he should never be 
safe while his brother Rocnodcfin lived, resolved 
to put him to death* Tius design being disco- 
vered, the omera contrived his escape : they 
dressed him in the apparel of a cook's boy, and, 
putting a bowl, with meat in it, on his head, 
sent him out of the palace and castle, along with 
certain boys, who carried victuals to a neigh«- 
bouring house $ then setting him on horseback, 
they conducted hiih to Kaysariyah, where a 
great number of omeras repairing to him, they 
got together an army, and marched towards 
Xoniyah against Azssodin ; biit the sultan, 
marching out with what troops he had about 
him, put them to flight ; and Rocnoddin being 
taken prisoner, was confined in the castle ^ 
Dawalu* 

In the following year, Bayeju Nowayn sent a 
messenger to Sultan Azzodin, requiring some 
place to winter in with his troops , but thesukan, 
instead of com^dying with his request, pretaided 
that he had deserted from his prince ; and, col- 
lecting forces, gave him battle* However, Az- 
sodin being defeated, Bayeju took his rbnddier 
out of prison, and put him in possession of aii 
the Ruaean dominions* » . ^ . . .. ^.v 
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^ £fulaku sent for Azzodin, sultzh of the RumS) 
uid his brother Rocnoddiii) who, obeying his 
SQminons, he went to meet them, expressing 
gf«at satt^ction at their coming: then he or- 
dered Azzodin to reign over the country from 
Kaysariyah to the borders of Greater Armenia ; 
jond Rocnoddin to commiand from Akfera to the 
sea coast, bounding the territories of the Franks* 
After this appointment, he began liis march for 
Syria ; and, when he drew near the Euphrates, 
the two brothers, taking their leave, returned 
with joy to their own dominions. 

In the reigns of these two sultans, the Roman 
empire seems to hare been free from the depre« 
dations of the Turks ; it began to be invaded by 
them with greater fury than ever ; not so much 
from inclinatimi, which governed their former 
invasions, as necessity, which obliged them to 
it in their own defence : for, as the dissensions 
between the two brothers gave encouragement 
to the governors towards the borders of the Sel- 
jukiaii dominions to declare themselves inde- 
pendent, so, on the invasion of the Moguls, the 
Turks, to avoid them, retired westward, in great 
multitudes, under different commanders; who, 
the better to secure themselves agunst those 
formidable enemies, and gain new possessions in 
the place of those they had abandoned, fell, with 
•11 their force at once, on every side of the Ro- 
man territories in Asia, which then were in a 
most ddenceless state ; and, in the compass of 
a few years, subdued the whole. 

As the sultanship of Iconium was formed 
from the wreck of the Constantinopolitan en> 
pire, and the impotence of the Greek princes, 
a^tatedasthey were by interior revolts; to af* 
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ford succour to their subjects of Asia Minor ; so 
likewise the ruin of this latter kingdom was ef- 
fected by the incessant contests between relatives, 
&thers, children, uncles, cousins, each aspiring 
to the sovereignty ; hence it became an easy prey 
to a foreign enemy. We have ali*eady observed, 
that the Turkish dynasty of Ottomans began 
under Kaikabad. During the reign of his son 
Khosraw II, appeared the Mogul Tartars, whp 
shortly after acquired sufficient authority to sum- 
mon the Iconium sultans to their court, and im- 
pose commands on them which they durst not 
disobey. These unhappy princes engaged the 
Greek emperors to espouse their cause ; but their 
assistance was interested, and served rather to 
weaken than support their measures. This 
wretched country was alternately torn to pieces 
by Greeks, Turks, adventurers of every nation 
and the princes of the Seljukian dynasty, who 
continued to give the title to the kingdom, but 
who enjoyed so little power, that interregnums 
were frequent, one of which lasted for nineteen 
years. In process of time, the affairs of the Sel- 
jukian princes became so desperate, that they 
only hdd their territory as tributaries to the Mo- 
^}il khans. Among the commanders who head- 
ed different armies of the Turks, and invaded 
the empire in different parts at the same time, 
Othman was one, who, from a small beginning, 
in a few years,' laid the foundation of a mighty 
empire^ which rose out of the Seljukian dynasty* 
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